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Welcome to CITY TEN: Paris - Explore the World, One City at a Time!

This guide is designed for travelers who want to see the essentials of Paris without getting lost in a 400-page manual. In ten focused chapters and one delicious bonus, we'll walk you through the city's most iconic sights, plus the stories and small details that make them unforgettable.

You'll meet the Eiffel Tower, from controversial iron experiment to global icon; step inside the Louvre Museum and stand within arm's length of the Mona Lisa; follow the rebirth of Notre-Dame Cathedral after the fire; stroll the Champs-Elysees up to the Arc de Triomphe; and climb to the white domes of Sacre-Coeur in bohemian Montmartre.

We'll also leave central Paris for a half-day of royal extravagance at the Palace of Versailles, return to the city via the Impressionist masterpieces of Musee d’Orsay, and slow down along the Seine River & its bridges - the best natural "axis" for understanding the city's layout. In the Latin Quarter & Pantheon, you'll explore the intellectual heart of Paris, and in Le Marais, you'll wander from medieval streets to Jewish heritage, galleries, and fashion-forward corners.

Each chapter is built to be:

	​​​​Short enough to read in one sitting

	​​Detailed enough to help you plan a real visit

	​Focused on what to see, when to go, how to move, and what not to miss just around the corner


At the end, a Bonus Chapter on Parisian cuisine collects must-try classics - from street-side crepes to bistro dishes and sweet treat - so you can match your sightseeing with flavors that actually belong here.

Use this guide however it fits your trip:


​· Read it all before you go and highlight a few “musts”

​· Pick one or two chapters per day to build an itinerary

​· Or open it as you stand under each landmark


Paris is a city that rewards both first-time and repeat visitors. With CITY TEN, you'll have a clear route through its greatest hits, plus just enough context to feel like you're not only seeing Paris - but beginning to understand it.

Let's start exploring.
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​If there’s one landmark that defines Paris, it’s the Eiffel Tower. Rising 330 meters above the city, this iron structure has been standing tall since 1889, built for the World’s Fair. Believe it or not, when it was first unveiled, many Parisians hated it. Writers and artists called it “an iron monstrosity,” and there were even plans to tear it down after 20 years. But today? It’s the most visited paid monument in the world, welcoming over 7 million visitors each year.

​As you approach, you’ll find yourself in a buzzing atmosphere—street performers, vendors selling miniature Eiffel Towers, and couples taking romantic selfies. The base is massive, with four giant legs curving into the sky, and standing underneath it gives you a real sense of its scale.

​If you're up for an adventure, you can climb 1,665 steps to the second floor, or take the glass-walled elevator straight to the top. Once there, you’ll see all of Paris spread out beneath you—the Seine River winding through the city, the golden dome of Les Invalides, and the white peaks of Sacré-Cœur in Montmartre. On a clear day, the view stretches for miles.

​But the real magic happens at night. At the top of every hour, 20,000 sparkling lights flicker for five minutes, creating a breathtaking sight that can be seen all over the city. This tradition started in 2000, and today, it's a must-see moment for anyone visiting Paris.

​Looking for a unique experience? Try dining at one of the tower’s restaurants. Le 58 Tour Eiffel offers a relaxed atmosphere on the first floor, while Le Jules Verne, a Michelin-starred restaurant, serves gourmet French cuisine with unparalleled views.

​But if you want to experience the Eiffel Tower like a true Parisian, do as the locals do: bring a baguette, some cheese, and a bottle of wine, and have a picnic in Champ de Mars, the park right beneath the tower. As the sun sets and the tower lights up, you’ll understand why Parisians fell in love with it after all.

Pro tip: Want to avoid long lines? Book your tickets online and visit early in the morning or after 9 PM for a quieter experience. And for the best photos? The Trocadéro Gardens across the river offer a postcard-perfect view.

​The Eiffel Tower may have once been controversial, but today, Paris wouldn’t be Paris without it.
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​Paris is a city of art, but nowhere holds more masterpieces than the Louvre Museum. Once a royal palace, today it’s the largest and most visited museum in the world, housing over 35,000 artworks. From ancient Egyptian artifacts to Renaissance paintings, the Louvre is more than just a museum—it’s a journey through human history.

​The story begins in 1190, when King Philip II built the Louvre as a fortress to protect Paris from invasion. Over time, it evolved into a grand palace, home to kings, queens, and emperors. But after the French Revolution, the monarchy fell, and the Louvre was transformed into a public museum in 1793. Since then, its collection has grown into something truly extraordinary, spanning over 72,000 square meters—that’s the size of 15 football fields!

​The moment you arrive, your eyes are drawn to the glass pyramid, a modern addition designed by architect Ieoh Ming Pei in 1989. At first, Parisians were outraged—they thought this sleek, futuristic structure didn’t belong next to the historic palace. But today? It’s an icon of the Louvre, just as famous as the treasures inside.

​Step through its entrance, and you enter a world of timeless masterpieces. The most famous? The Mona Lisa. Housed in a climate-controlled glass case, Leonardo da Vinci’s portrait attracts millions of visitors each year. But here’s a surprise—despite all the hype, it’s shockingly small, measuring just 77 by 53 centimeters! Yet her enigmatic smile has captivated art lovers for centuries.

​Beyond the Mona Lisa, the Louvre is filled with legendary works—the graceful Venus de Milo, the dramatic Winged Victory of Samothrace, and the stunning Napoleon’s Coronation by Jacques-Louis David. Each gallery offers something unique, from ancient Egyptian tombs to the lavish royal apartments of Napoleon III. It would take 100 days to see everything, even if you only spent 30 seconds per piece!

​Feeling overwhelmed? You’re not alone. With over 400 rooms, the Louvre can be a maze. So, here’s a pro tip: plan ahead! Choose a few must-see pieces and follow a route. And for a different perspective, visit at night, when the museum glows under soft golden lights and the crowds disappear.

​The Louvre isn’t just a place to admire art—it’s a place to step into history, uncover secrets, and feel the heartbeat of Paris itself.
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​Few landmarks in Paris carry as much emotional and historical weight as Notre-Dame Cathedral. Located on Île de la Cité, this towering Gothic masterpiece has stood at the heart of Paris for more than 850 years, witnessing coronations, revolutions, and rebirths. And now, after years of careful restoration following the devastating fire in 2019, Notre-Dame has officially reopened its doors, welcoming the world once again.

​Construction of the cathedral began in 1163 under Bishop Maurice de Sully, and it took nearly 200 years to complete. When it was finished, it was one of the tallest and most ambitious buildings in Europe—a marvel of Gothic architecture, with its flying buttresses, rose windows, and dramatic spires. For centuries, Notre-Dame was the center of spiritual and political life in France.

​The fire in April 2019 shocked the world. Flames consumed the wooden roof, and the central spire collapsed in dramatic fashion. But the response was immediate and passionate—millions of euros in donations poured in, and an army of artisans, historians, and architects came together to restore the cathedral, piece by piece. Now, Notre-Dame stands renewed—not just rebuilt, but revived.

​Outside, the iconic gargoyles still keep watch over Paris, and the bell towers once again ring out across the Seine. Visitors can climb the 387 stone steps to the top for panoramic views of the city and a close-up encounter with Quasimodo’s perch, forever immortalized in Victor Hugo’s 1831 novel The Hunchback of Notre-Dame. That book, by the way, helped save the cathedral in the 19th
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