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To the Bible’s great prophets

EXCERPT: 

In the Bible, prophecy often has dual, if not multiple, fulfillments. One place we see this is in the Abomination of Desolation (Daniel 9:27 and Matthew 24:15–16). One event in biblical history is often a prophecy of events that will occur at the end of this age. Remember Ecclesiastes 1:9? “The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.” 

We see in Scripture that we will repeat history, and we will repeat prophecy. Nothing is truly new. Satan has been trying to annihilate mankind from the beginning. He has always used the best weapons available. Even biological weapons are not new. There were battles in the past where the bodies of plague victims were catapulted over castle walls to infect the enemy, and Greek Fire may have been the thermobaric weapon of its day. Many ancient civilizations successfully performed brain surgeries as far back as 4,000 BC. Others have speculated that Egypt must have used electricity when constructing the pyramids.  

Not even robots are unprecedented. “The Claw,” a robotic arm that plucked ships from the sea, was used in battle before the time of Christ. In the Third Century BC, Philon had his robotic maid. In the First Century AD, Hero of Alexandria developed a series of automated inventions; then Gianello Torriano invented a praying monk in the Sixteenth Century, and Henri Maillardet invented his drawing boy two centuries later. Even the Metaverse may have a strange kind of predecessor. For decades, some have theorized that our universe is a simulation. If that is the case, Mark Zuckerberg is rather late to the game.  

There is no telling what the ancients knew that has been lost to time and disaster. No one knows what pre-flood civilization was like. It was swept away in an instant. 

There is always that inevitable trap of history repeating itself. We see many repeated prophecies in Scripture as well. One prophetic event frequently foreshadows an even bigger prophetic event, such as the “sacrifice” of Isaac foreshadowing the sacrifice of Jesus; or the cruelty of Antiochus Epiphanes foreshadowing the Antichrist; and perhaps the theorized chimeric corruption of all flesh in Genesis 6, leading to the flood, and the possible chimeric corruption of flesh in our day from attempts by scientists to create Humans 2.0. 
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Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths (Proverbs 3:5–6 KJV).
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God spent a lot of time on prophecy in Scripture, almost one-third of it, and even pointed to it as evidence that He is God (Isaiah 41:26 and Isaiah 46:9-10). It is frequently on my mind. I avoid talking about it because I don’t want to come across as one of those nuts with an end-times billboard. I leave that to the lovable homeless couple on the avenue, the ones who have the sign that reads, “The End is Near!” on one side and “Have a Nice Day!” on the other. They also have a sign that reads, “Be Positive!” I am positive. I’m positive I don’t want to be quite that colorful. I also doubt the tactic of carrying around a big, scary sign would be an effective strategy for me. I certainly don’t feel called to do it. I do, however, know that Jesus chastised those who did not understand or believe Bible prophecy (Luke 19:44 and 24:25), so this is an important subject that needs to be addressed somehow.   

Sadly, many teachers either mock it or teach messages that do not fully align with Scripture. The various camps are usually quite adamant about their views, even when there are scriptural reasons to question their positions. If you offer a different view, you are quickly shot down, often by a battalion-sized firing squad. How dare you question a prophecy expert!

I have always preferred to think for myself, and I question many experts. I can’t stop now, even though a difference of opinion has become my culture’s only sin.

Before I continue, I have a few miscellaneous items to cover. This book was previously published under the title End Times Billboard. It examines prophecies that have been fulfilled, are being fulfilled, and will be fulfilled in the near future. This is an extensive list of Bible prophecies, but even it is not complete. I use the King James Version of the Bible in this book because it is in the public domain in the United States, and when I reference Strong’s Concordance, I am referring to the tool feature at blueletterbible.org.

Also, I mention other teachers and ministries in this work, but that does not mean I agree with all of their teachings. They certainly would not agree with all of mine. However, as far as I know, we agree on the essentials of Christianity, and we all have a high view of the Bible. In other words, we believe it and take it seriously.

I am an evangelical (as that word has been defined traditionally), and I agree with most traditional evangelicals. However, beyond essentials, there are some significant differences between their teachings and mine.

There are two more important points before I begin. The Bible makes it clear that no one knows the exact time when Jesus will return to earth to set up His Messianic Kingdom. What the Bible does do is give us many signs that let us know when the time for His return and reign is near. Second, these prophecies frighten many people. However, these things come to an end. The Tribulation lasts only seven years. After it is over, there are 1,000 years of peace, justice, righteousness, and healing.

There is a big, shiny light at the end of the tunnel.

Following is my detailed list of signs pointing to the return of Jesus. Most of this information is taken from posts on my blog. I decided to compile those posts into printed form in case there comes a time when technology takes a hit. I do expect that to happen at some point, but I do not expect it to be a permanent loss. I also wonder if there might come a day when Christian blogs disappear from the internet. If my blog posts are ever lost due to a technological catastrophe or censorship, I at least want them to be preserved in print (for my family, friends, and acquaintances, if no one else). Though it is not my focus, I will also offer this as a digital book.  

1. Like other teachers, I have discussed this sign repeatedly. I have covered it in blog posts, books, and videos. It is considered by many to be the most important sign of the last days: Israel will exist again as a nation before Jesus returns. We see this in Ezekiel 11:16–17; 36:24; 37:1–14, Hosea 3:4–5, Amos 9:14–15, Zephaniah 3:20, and elsewhere. This means there must still be a Jewish people (despite all attempts to annihilate them over the centuries and up to our present day). 

There were prophecy teachers over a century ago who realized Israel would exist again as a nation and be populated by Jewish people. One example is Claudius Buchanan. Even though there had not been a Jewish nation for nearly 1,700 years, Buchanan wrote about the return of the Jewish people and the rebirth of Israel, 136 years before it happened.​[1] A growing number of prophecy teachers who took Bible prophecy seriously knew the Jewish people would be back in Israel at the end. That was not the dominant view, however. Many denominations believed they had replaced Israel and that God was finished with the Jewish people. The rebirth of Israel was impossible according to their teachings. 
That’s not what God’s Word taught, though, and some teachers realized it. They knew Israel would be reborn. They knew the Jewish people would return. They also knew that when the Jewish people returned, they would again speak Hebrew, which, at the time, was a dead language. They also realized from prophecy that when Israel was reborn, it would be reborn in a day. Isaiah 66:8, “Who hath heard such a thing? Who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? Or shall a nation be born at once? For as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children.”  
That prophecy was fulfilled on May 14, 1948, when Israel was literally born in a day. All last-day Bible prophecies depend upon the Jewish people being back in the land of Israel. The end cannot even occur until Israel exists again as a Jewish nation. That is why the existence of Israel is considered a “super sign.” 

I know there are individuals and groups who claim to be the “real” Jews, but they are not living in a restored Israel—in the very land where Jesus walked (Ezekiel 36:24); they did not rise up like bones out of a grave (Ezekiel 37:1–14); they do not possess a mighty army (Ezekiel 37:10); they do not speak Hebrew (Zephaniah 3:9); they do not use the shekel (Ezekiel 45:12); they have not fought any of the prophesied wars Israel has fought (Psalm 83:4–8; Micah 4:11–12); they have not survived centuries of murderous attempts to completely annihilate them (Deuteronomy 28:65–67; Lamentations 1:3); and they do not have the whole world condemning their existence (Zechariah 12:2–3). These impersonators and identity thieves do not fulfill any of the Bible’s prophecies regarding the restored Jewish people and nation; therefore, they cannot be who they claim to be and should repent. On the other hand, all these things can be said of the Jewish people and the land of Israel. Bible prophecy verifies their identity and right to the land.   

2. At the time of the end, Israel will be in possession of Jerusalem. It has been since the Six-Day War of 1967. We know the Jewish people will be back in Jerusalem at the end of this age for many reasons. Before Jesus was crucified, He warned the Jewish people in Luke 21:24 that they would “...fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”  
It wasn’t until after the Bar Kokhba revolt that the Roman Emperor Hadrian, wearied by the unending Jewish wars and rebellions, expelled the Jews from Jerusalem. Around AD 135, Hadrian renamed the area “Palaestina” to insult and punish the Jewish people and distance them from their land. He named it after Israel’s ancient enemy, the Philistines, who were from southern Europe and had ceased to exist as a distinct people group.  
After the Jews were expelled, it took centuries for them to be dispersed among all nations. Then Jerusalem was trampled underfoot by Gentiles for several more centuries. With some scratching at the surface of Luke 21:24, we see that the verse implies the Jews would return to Jerusalem in the future, and they would not be under the foot of Gentile rulers. 
Many of those things have happened, of course. When we combine Luke 21:24 with Matthew 23:39, “For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord,” we can conclude that Jews must be in Jerusalem to say that, and Jesus must return to Jerusalem to hear it. Israel became a nation again in 1948, and the Jewish people regained Jerusalem as a result of the Six-Day War of 1967. Those who took the prophecies of the Bible literally and did not believe the Church replaced Israel (Replacement Theology) knew those things would happen. That is because Jesus predicted it, and the Bible pictures the Jewish people in Jerusalem when the Antichrist enters a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem and declares that he is God. 
That abomination will happen at the midpoint of the seven-year Tribulation: Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:15, 2 Thessalonians 2:4. From these things, and Revelation 11, we know the temple in Jerusalem will be rebuilt. It will be desecrated by the Antichrist 42 months before Jesus returns to earth to rule and reign from Jerusalem. Zechariah 12 also makes it clear the Jewish people will be in Jerusalem at the end. 

3. At that time, Israel will be surrounded on every side by enemies. Psalm 83:4, “They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance.” Zechariah 14 shows that at the end of this age, Jerusalem will be taken again. Half of the city will go into captivity, but the remainder of the people (who will fight like King David) will not be cut off from Jerusalem. Then Jesus will come and save His people. 

Notwithstanding the troubles Israel will face in the near future, there will still be Jews in Jerusalem when Jesus returns. We also see in Revelation 12 that some of the Jewish people will face a future scattering; however, God will turn it back, and the entire world will witness it. After that, as Amos 9:14–15 prophesied, the Jewish people will never be uprooted from their land again. 

4. After Israel is regathered and regains Jerusalem, a woman will rise up and protect Israel. Golda Meir did that in the Yom Kippur War (Jeremiah 31:21–23). Please see chapter one of my book, Gehenna Revisited, or my video on YouTube entitled “An Amazing Last Days Bible Prophecy That Happened in This Generation” for an in-depth look at this prophecy.​[2] The prophecy speaks of one woman in particular, but women in general will also become protectors and will rise in prominence in all fields. 

5. Jerusalem will become a source of international conflict in the last days. The nations will hate it and come against it. It will not go well for the nations. Zechariah 12:3, “And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it.” 

6. The gospel will be preached in the entire world, and Christians will be persecuted for it. Persecution has always existed; however, the greatest persecution of Christians will occur at the end. We will not only repeat history; we will also repeat prophecy. “The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9). 
John 16:2–4 says, “...the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me. But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them.” Luke 21:16, “And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death.”  
Matthew 10:21, “And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death.” After the gospel has gone out to the entire world, despite much persecution, the end will come. Matthew 24:14, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  
The gospel has not yet been preached to all nations, but it soon will be. (See the Faith Comes by Hearing website and its 2033 Movement.)​[3] Apart from Israel and the worldwide spread of the gospel, there are many other signs pointing to the soon return of Jesus. 

7. The church will be corrupted by false believers; tares will grow among the wheat (Matthew 13:24–30). Many will claim to be Christians, but their words and actions will prove them to be liars.   

8. Many Christians will depart from the faith (apostatize). 1 Timothy 4:1, “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” There will be a great apostasy among professing Christians (2 Thessalonians 2:3). They will be more concerned with the love and acceptance of the world than with the love and acceptance of God. They will say that good is evil and evil is good, and they will not be willing to turn away from their ever-worsening sins. As a result, God will give them over to a reprobate mind (Isaiah 5:20–21; Romans 1). 

9. False “Christian” (and non-Christian) prophets, teachers, and teachings will increase. 2 Peter 2:1, “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.” 

10. Persecution and hatred of both Christians and Jews will increase. Luke 21:17, “And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake.” If you spend time on social media or follow the news, you will find an alarming anti-Semitic and anti-Christian bias that is shocking. It will not end well. 

11. Mankind will be spiritually and morally corrupted. 2 Timothy 3:2–5, “For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” 

12. People will mock the return of Christ. 2 Peter 3:3–4, “Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.”  

13. People will mock the global flood. “For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished” (2 Peter 3:5–6). 

14. It will be at a time when travel and knowledge will increase dramatically. “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” The Hebrew in the verse, and the way it is consistently used, makes it clear that this is talking about actual travel—not reading back and forth in the Scriptures as some teach (Daniel 12:4). 

15. The end will be marked by perilous times and perilous men (2 Timothy 3:1). It will be a time of unprecedented dangers (Matthew 24:21).  

16. There will be cosmic disturbances, political upheaval, and deadly weather that leave the nations reeling and confused. Luke 21:25, “And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring.” 

17. There will be increasing threats from wars, famines, deadly diseases, and earthquakes. “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places” (Matthew 24:7). 

18. We see a parallel passage in Mark 13:8, “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of sorrows.” Here we see war, earthquakes, famines, and great troubles. They are only the beginning of the sorrows to come. 

19. One of the future wars we are warned about involves Damascus, Syria. We are told that Damascus will become a ruinous heap (Isaiah 17:1; Jeremiah 49:24–27). Amman, Jordan, will also become a desolate heap in an upcoming war (Jeremiah 49:2). Perhaps Damascus and Amman will be destroyed by Iranian nukes that fall short of Israel. The Euphrates River will dry up to prepare the way for rulers from the east (Revelation 16:12). Even though I do not entirely agree with Bill Salus’s view of Psalm 83, I agree that the psalm is prophetic, and it is being fulfilled. Unlike Salus, I believe Islam will be around through the Millennium. I also believe Muslims will be the primary players of the final rebellion in Revelation 20:7–8. 

And, of course, the battle of Gog of Magog that we find in Ezekiel will occur (Ezekiel 38–39).   
There are at least three different Christian views on the battle of Gog of Magog. Some teachers believe it is synonymous with Armageddon and will involve Islamic countries, especially those in Asia Minor, the Middle East, and Africa. This does align with Micah 5:5 which may describe the Antichrist as “the Assyrian.” The view that the battle of Gog of Magog and Armageddon are the same event is not without problems, but it is taught by some.
The main reason I reject it is that there are specific nations that come against Israel in the Gog of Magog war: Persia (Iran), Put (Libya), Ethiopia, and Meshech, Gomer, and Tubal—which anciently were in Asia Minor (Turkey). At Armageddon, all nations of the earth come against Israel. Another issue is that Gog dies and is buried in Israel, but the Antichrist is cast alive into the lake of fire. Gog cannot be the Antichrist based on that alone. If Gog is not the Antichrist, then Ezekiel 38–39 is not Armageddon.

When discussing the identity of Gog, the late Chuck Missler pointed to the Greek Septuagint translation of Amos 7:1–3. Missler also noted that important biblical figures are usually introduced elsewhere in Scripture. He believed Gog was introduced in Amos 7:1–3.​[4] In those verses, Amos pleads with God to prevent an invasion, and God, in essence, says, “Okay.” Missler highlighted that the prophecy remained in Scripture despite being canceled, citing the principle of dual fulfillments in prophecy to explain why. One prophetic event often foreshadows a later, more significant event (e.g., the “sacrifice” of Isaac prefiguring the sacrifice of Jesus).

Rabbis teach that when you see an apparently unnecessary detail, it’s a “remez” (a hint of deeper meaning). There’s a reason those verses remain. The Septuagint, completed circa 270 BC, predates the Masoretic Text by about 1,000 years. Here’s how it reads in the Septuagint: “The Lord hath shown me, and behold, a swarm of locusts was coming, and behold, one of the young devastating locusts was Gog the King (Γωγ ὁ βασιλεύς).” Missler pointed out that, per Proverbs 30:27, natural locusts have no king: “The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them by bands.” However, in Revelation 9:1–11, demonic locusts do have a king:

“And the 5th angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.
“And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months. And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.”
Missler noted that these locusts initially appear natural but are distinguished by having a king. His theory was that they are demonic, especially since their king is the angel of the bottomless pit, Abaddon/Apollyon. This indicates they are not natural locusts, despite their vivid description. 

If Gog is identified in Amos 7:1–3 as a demonic king, this resolves several issues. It provides the missing background for a key eschatological figure, clarifies Gog’s identity in Ezekiel 38, and explains how both Gog and Magog reappear at the end of the Millennium in Revelation 20:8.  

Table: Ezekiel 38-39 Coalition of Nations and Their Prophetic Role. (My perspective based on older atlases.)

	Biblical Name

	Historical Context

	Modern Equivalent

	Prophetic Role in Framework


	Gog

	Leader from Magog, “far north” (Ezekiel 38:15); “Gog the King” (Amos 7:1, Septuagint)

	Demonic entity (Turkey-based)

	Mahdi/Antichrist, “Assyrian” (Micah 5:5), possibly Abaddon/Apollyon (Revelation 9:11), leads satanic Islamic invasion.


	Magog

	Japhethite nation, Scythians (Genesis 10:2)

	Turkey

	Central nation, part of Assyria/Eastern Roman Empire (Daniel 2), led by demonic Gog/Mahdi.


	Rosh

	Likely “chief”; if a place, unclear

	Turkey (if a place)

	Part of Turkey’s Assyrian leadership, not Russia, per ancient texts.


	Meshech

	Eastern Anatolia, within Assyria (Herodotus)

	Turkey

	Part of Turkey’s Assyrian role in coalition, Eastern leg (Daniel 2).


	Tubal

	Eastern Anatolia, within Assyria

	Turkey

	As above, reinforcing Turkey’s centrality.


	Gomer

	Cimmerians, eastern Anatolia (Genesis 10:3)

	Turkey

	Part of Turkey’s Assyrian/Islamic coalition.


	Beth-Togarmah

	Eastern Turkey/Armenia, within Assyria

	Turkey

	As above, tied to leadership.


	Persia

	Ancient Persia

	Iran

	Islamic nation, driven by revenge and satanic hatred (e.g., Sahih Muslim 8.2922) 


	Cush

	South of Egypt, Nubia

	Sudan

	Muslim-majority, part of Islamic coalition, persists to Revelation 20:8.


	Put

	North Africa, west of Egypt

	Libya

	Muslim-majority, part of Islamic coalition, persists to Revelation 20:8.








Many modern teachers believe that Magog, Meshech, and Tubal are in present-day Russia, and many of them believe that Gog is Vladimir Putin. 
Table: Ezekiel 38-39 Coalition Nations (Russia-Centric View)
	Biblical Name

	Historical Context

	Modern Equivalent

	Prophetic Role (Russia-Centric View)


	Gog

	Leader from Magog, “far north” (Ezekiel 38:15)

	Russia (leader)

	Ruler (human or demonic) leading Russia and allies against Israel.


	Magog

	Japhethite nation, Scythians (Genesis 10:2)

	Russia

	Dominant nation, northern power, leading invasion (Ezekiel 38:2).


	Rosh

	Interpreted as “Rus”

	Russia

	Equated with Magog, reinforcing Russia’s leadership.


	Meshech

	Ancient Muscovites or Asia Minor (Herodotus)

	Russia or Turkey

	Allied with Russia; linked to Moscow or eastern Turkey.


	Tubal

	Ancient Tubalu, Caucasus or Asia Minor

	Russia or Georgia

	Allied with Russia; linked to Tobolsk or eastern Turkey.


	Gomer

	Cimmerians, Central Asia or Asia Minor (Genesis 10:3)

	Turkey or Central Asia

	Allied with Russia; often Turkey or former Soviet states (e.g., Kazakhstan).


	Beth-Togarmah

	Eastern Turkey or Armenia

	Turkey or Armenia

	Allied with Russia, part of northern coalition.


	Persia

	Ancient Persia

	Iran

	Islamic ally of Russia, driven by revenge post-double ceasefire betrayal (June 2025, Beersheba/Bahrain attacks).


	Cush

	South of Egypt, Nubia

	Sudan or Ethiopia

	African ally, often Sudan, joining Russia’s coalition.


	Put

	North Africa, west of Egypt

	Libya

	African ally, joining Russia’s coalition.
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RUSSIA IS A POSSIBILITY. The people groups mentioned in Ezekiel did migrate to Russia from Asia Minor over time. However, the issue with identifying Gog of Magog with Putin and Russia is that there are historical records that contradict such a placement. There is also the possibility that Putin will be dead when the events occur. What might be an even stronger argument against Putin being Gog is that, no matter your opinion of the man, Putin claims he stands for biblical values on important moral issues. I don’t believe Gog will make that claim.   

Joel Richardson teaches that older atlases, such as The Oxford Bible Atlas,​[5] place those areas in Asia Minor or Turkey. Pliny the Elder, a reliable first-century source, and Hippolytus of Rome, in his Chronicon, place Magog in modern-day Turkey.​[6] Although I do not recommend Richardson’s teachings on many issues, especially his teaching on Dominionism, I do think he has a strong argument for the identification and location of Magog, Meshech, and Tubal. 

Richardson also teaches that Gog is the Antichrist, and the nations involved are largely centered in Asia Minor and are Islamic. He also believes the battle in Ezekiel 38–39 is Armageddon. In both instances, Israel’s enemies are supernaturally defeated when they come against Israel. That is a similarity, but there are too many differences to ignore. The battle of Gog begins when Israel is living securely and is at peace. Armageddon occurs at the end of the Tribulation and after seven years of devastation and war. Another problem is that there are protesting nations in the battle of Gog of Magog, but at Armageddon, all nations are involved. Another significant problem is that Gog dies and is buried in Israel (as I have already mentioned), but the Antichrist is thrown alive into the lake of fire. I do not believe Gog is the Antichrist, and if Gog is not the Antichrist, then Ezekiel 38–39 is not Armageddon.

There are similarities between these events, but Ezekiel 38 is a shadow of Armageddon (a prophetic shadow). It is not the substance. One event in Bible prophecy frequently points to another—bigger event— that happens later. I pointed to one example earlier, but another example is the “sacrifice of the Passover Lamb.” That sacrifice pointed to the sacrifice of Jesus. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29). 

If the modern teaching regarding Gog of Magog and Putin is not true, then is it possible Russia or its allies will be so severely weakened through war that they will not be militarily able to lead such a coalition? Who would replace Russia or its allies if that is the case? The next power to arise if Russia is severely weakened may well be Islamic (aided perhaps Chinese Communists). Either of them could be the “kings of the east” that we read about in Revelation 16:12: “And the 6th angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.”   
Nevertheless, because Micah 5:5–6 appears to call the Antichrist “the Assyrian,” I believe, like Joel Richardson, that the Antichrist will come from an Islamic nation. Ancient Assyria encompassed modern-day Syria, Lebanon, Turkey, Iraq, and Iran. Turkey, once the heart of the Ottoman Empire and before that the eastern half of the Roman Empire, may play a key role. I believe the eastern half of the Roman Empire will be revived in the last days, unlike most Bible prophecy teachers who point to the western half.  
However, Irenaeus, a second-century church father and the writer of Against Heresies, taught that the Antichrist would be from the tribe of Dan.​[7] Grant Jeffrey wrote in chapter one of his book, Prince of Darkness, that the Antichrist was clearly Jewish, but he also tied “the Assyrian” of Isaiah 10:24–27 with the Antichrist. Bob Mitchell also teaches that the Antichrist will be Jewish. This view comes partly from Irenaeus, but it also has roots in the fact that the Jewish people are looking for a Messiah and would not accept someone of another faith as their Messiah. 
Many Christians are ambivalent, and there are many faiths looking for a Messiah-like figure, such as the Muslims’ Mahdi. However, we do know from Jesus that many false prophets and false Messiahs will arise, performing signs and wonders, and we might see that happening today with Rabbi Shlomo Yehudah Be’eri, who is credited with miraculous healings and whom some Christians believe could be the future Antichrist. I have no idea who the Antichrist will be and don’t intend to speculate about specific individuals, but these are issues many consider, and I keep track of the various theories.
Returning to the battle of Ezekiel 38–39, is it the same as Armageddon or a different battle altogether? Is “Magog” Russia, or is it Turkey? There are arguments for both sides, but I believe it is Turkey with Russia as a potential ally. 
To muddy the waters even more, there is at least one other view. The only time the New Testament mentions the battle of Gog of Magog is at the end of the millennial reign of Christ (Revelation 20:7–9). According to this minority view, all of the debates about who, what, where, and when may be a waste of breath and ink. The battle may not be imminent but over a thousand years away. (However, that is not my view, and I will explain why later.)
One of the dangers of teaching Bible prophecy is that we run the risk of seeking our glory instead of God’s. All too often it’s a case of, “Aren’t I clever?” or, “I told you so.” Or it’s a matter of pride that swells with each new follower, thumbs up, or each time we’re proven right, instead of being, “God’s Word is true and to be believed. He tells us the end from the beginning. From ancient times, He has told us the things that are not yet done. He is greatly to be praised.”  

It’s not about us. God is greatly to be praised. Not the teacher.

Another danger in teaching Bible prophecy is that the teachers often become inflexible, unloving, arrogant, and intolerant of other views. Many teachers are convinced that only they understand prophecy. Such attitudes are the opposite of humility and should be avoided. It is one thing to be dogmatic about the essentials of Christianity and the truth of God’s Word, but it is another thing to be dogmatic about future events.  

Some of the widely popular prophecy teachers do claim to be prophets, while others do not. The two groups do have one thing in common, though: both of them claim to know exactly how future Bible prophecies will unfold.

Something about that second group seems contradictory to me. It’s like saying, “I’m not a prophet, but I know everything about prophecy.” Some of them are constantly predicting things that never come to pass. But they still don’t call themselves prophets—even as they open their mouths to prophesy. In recent memory, I’ve heard popular teachers claim that Russia will invade America and all computers will stop working in 2000; the rapture must happen by a long-gone date; there will be a pole shift by 2012; Yellowstone is about to blow because bison were running in the road last Wednesday; or comet Elenin is going to cause three days of darkness somehow. The list of failed prophecies from these non-prophets is a staggering list. Strangely enough, large numbers of people still follow them and hang on their every prophecy update. Their comment sections are overflowing with praise, and it appears that this success in numbers is seen as validation from God Himself. 

The track record of those who call themselves prophets is even worse. 

The most serious danger, though, is that when Christians are wrong in their fixed and very vocal views about prophetic events, and events prove them wrong, they bring shame to Christ and God’s Word. When it comes to Bible prophecy, there are many things we won’t fully understand until they happen. We may know certain things about the future through God’s Word, but we are often startled by the way prophecies actually unfold. One thing is certain: they will happen. Their fulfillment doesn’t depend on whether we saw all of them clearly or not. 
In this book, I present the Bible’s prophecies. Many of them are very clear, but some are not. Where they are unclear, I will present my views on how future prophecies might play out. Even if my views fall by the wayside over time, the prophecies will not. So focus on the Bible and its prophecies and test all teaching against it. The teacher might be right or wrong, but the Bible and its prophecies will always be right. One thing is certain: don’t put any teacher on a pedestal. It is usually a long way down once praise, pride, and error topple them. It is also very disappointing for the people who put the teachers up there in the first place. 

20. The earth will be overwhelmed by violence. As it was in the days of Noah, so it shall be at the end (Luke 17:26). Genesis 6:11 tells us how it was in the days of Noah: “The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.” Some teach this is not just a corruption of our morals but of our DNA, as in Genesis 6:4 when the “Nephilim” (believed by some to be the offspring of fallen angels and women) were on the earth and married the daughters of humans. “There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.” That mingling corrupted mankind and led to the flood. If this teaching is true, humanity was no longer made in God’s image then, but in Satan’s image.

Others teach the Nephilim were the offspring of pagan women and godly men from the line of Seth. However, we see several places in the Old Testament where the sons of God were clearly angels. The “Seth view” does not explain why the offspring were “giants,” but there is dispute about the actual meaning of Nephilim. Does it mean “giants” or simply a “bully” or “tyrant”? I have heard some teachers suggest it refers to the pharaohs because they were viewed as gods. These teachers also point to the fact that the passage refers to them as men. They might have been men of great renown, but they were still men.  

The Book of Enoch, which many take seriously and believe belongs in the Bible, teaches that Nephilim were the offspring of fallen angels and human women. However, I have numerous reservations about The Book of Enoch. It is not canonical. It falsely prophesies about itself, failing the test of Deuteronomy 18:22 (1 Enoch 104:9 prophesied it would be copied faithfully and survive undiminished; that is not the case).​[8] It is also filled with dubious cosmology, contradicts itself and the Bible in multiple places, was written at least 3,000 years after the time of Enoch, and is pseudepigraphal. In other words, it is falsely ascribed to the biblical Enoch. Pseudepigraphal books are automatically excluded from the biblical canon. 
It would also have been impossible for giants, described in the Ethiopic version of 1 Enoch as 3,000 cubits (4,500 feet) or possibly 300 cubits (450 feet) due to textual discrepancies, to have mated with or been the offspring of human women.​[9] However, as I said, despite my serious misgivings, there are many people, including scholars, who take it seriously and believe it belongs in the Bible.  

21. Mankind will be capable of destroying all life on earth. This is a prophecy that was not possible before the last century. It wasn’t until the invention of weapons of mass destruction, including bioweapons, that mankind became capable of ending all life on our planet. Matthew 24:22, “And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.” The desire to mingle mankind’s consciousness with artificial intelligence (AI), if such a thing is even possible, is another way that mankind could become corrupted. Some consider it similar to the corruption of mankind in Genesis 6:4. There is also the stated goal of scientists, such as Amy Kruse, to create “Human 2.0.”​[10] These scientists believe they can create human/AI centaurs that will be superior to the humans God created. “No flesh will be saved” takes on a new meaning in this context.   

22. The Nile will dry up, and the economy of Egypt will be gutted. Though Ezekiel and Zechariah also have prophecies about the Nile drying up, I will focus on Isaiah 19:4–6: “And the Egyptians will I give over into the hand of a cruel lord; and a fierce king (believed to refer to the Antichrist) shall rule over them, saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts. And the waters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be wasted and dried up. And they shall turn the rivers far away; and the brooks of defence shall be emptied and dried up: the reeds and flags shall wither.” The phrase “they shall turn the rivers far away” makes me think of dam projects currently underway. Egypt recently made threats of war against Ethiopia because of their Nile dam project. It appears that Ethiopia’s dams may be used as a weapon by the Antichrist in the future.  

23. At some point, the Antichrist will rise to power. He is also called “a beast” rising up “out of the sea” (Revelation 13:1) and that “Wicked” one in 2 Thessalonians 2:8. He is known by other names as well. Revelation 13:1–8: “And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.” (This is allegorical and metaphorical language. The symbols are explained in other books of the Bible, such as Daniel and Ezekiel. Commentaries on Daniel are especially helpful in deciphering the symbols and nations involved. Although these symbols are metaphorical, they point to real events that will take place in the future.) 
“And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? Who is able to make war with him?  
“There was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months. And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, tongues, and nations. All that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” 
The “sea” may refer to the Mediterranean Sea, and some teach the Antichrist will arise from that part of the world—from territory once possessed by ancient Assyria. This teaching also points to Micah 5:5, which is viewed as a reference to the Antichrist and refers to him as “the Assyrian”: “...when the Assyrian shall come into our land: and when he shall tread in our palaces...”​[11]  
(Many teachers, such as Hal Lindsey, Chuck Missler, Tim LaHaye, John F. Walvoord, Grant R. Jeffrey, David Jeremiah, Jan Markell, Jack Hibbs, Amir Tsarfati, and several others, have taught the Antichrist will come from a revived Roman Empire and be European.) 
The heads and horns of the beast in Revelation 13:1 are kingdoms that came against Israel in the past, such as Persia and Greece, and are primarily identified in the book of Daniel. In Daniel 2, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed about a great statue that represented a succession of great kingdoms. The head of gold was Babylon; the breast and arms of silver represented the Medo-Persian Empire; the belly and thighs of brass were the Greco-Macedonian Empire; the legs of iron represented the Roman Empire. The feet and toes were partly of iron and partly of clay. Many see the feet and
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