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            Be spiritual alert, note that the devil and his demonic angels are at war with those called to serve the living Lord of lords, and will use everything that has breath to derail, and pin down God's chosen and anointed ones. 
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Challenges with the spirit of religion

The devil’s first strategy as reflected in the Holy Bible is the spirit of religion as seen in the Garden of Eden in Genesis 3v 1-24. This began as a result of the fall on the first man and woman created by God. The spirit of religion comes for only one purpose, and that is to serve the interests of the doctrines of the demonic world. The consequences of this spirit upon your life is spiritual death to God’s move. When you look deeply at the Garden of Eden, you find Adam and Eve in a harmonious relationship and pure communion with God. Then everything fell apart once a third force came into place, and that was Satan’s coming with his temptation. His temptation was to quantify that relationship with some conditions like the ‘Do's’ and ‘Don'ts’ that God never initiated, but on the other hand, Satan believed it was an omission that carried so much weight. That was the root cause of religion, and the fall of man from hearing from God, but other spirits. 

In an article, “Recognizing a Religious Spirit,” Luchie says, ‘...keep in mind, a religious spirit is a demonic spirit sent to attempt to deceive and hide the truth of God's Kingdom under religion. People may be used by this spirit out of their discouragement, frustration and disappointment over other people's lack of faith and commitment. Their self-righteousness makes them vulnerable. But how can we recognize when we, or others, are being influenced or controlled by a religious spirit and not just having a religious mindset?’ Luchie, 2022.

As a believer of sound Christian doctrines, guard against those having the spirit of religion as your friends. Should you entertain them, you will get entangled with their manipulations and be driven out of the Garden of Eden to the field of hardships outside God’s covering. Satan does not have time to glorify God, but seeks self-glory, and is ever restless to see you embracing self-glory, then derailed and pushed out of the Garden of Eden, the same way he was sent packing out of heaven. The trick by this spirit is in that once it has captured you, and condemned you to religious flesh; you actually hide from God, and hardly hear him. You start pointing fingers in your ministration as seen in Genesis 3v8-12. So this spirit is centred on rebellion and self as its core roots. Eve knew the truth about the consequences of eating the fruit from the tree that was in the middle of the garden. Just because of rebellion and self-interests, she chose to close her ears to the truth, in the name of following and implementing a Godly doctrine preached in another ‘better version’ by somebody who purported to know God better. 

As you have learnt that the root of a religious spirit is rebellion and self, so you can conclude that; rebellion is reserving the right to choose whether to fully believe and obey God or otherwise. 1 Samuel 15v23 simply justifies rebellion; is as the sin of witchcraft, and self is as idolatry, as self tries to establish something with God, when what he offers us, is himself in relationship. 

So have your spiritual eyes open and know that; religious flesh will excite the emotions and love the praise of men; sing solos, preach, and pray, but it is still flesh and glorifies self. Thus the need to thoroughly check your inner cycle; test the spirits to see if they are of God, if not, crucify them and do not nurse them at any cost. Believe you me, religious flesh can only minister death, compared to the Holy Spirit who works transformation, fears the Lord, minister life in you and glorifies God. Beware, the devil is the king of religious spirits, an angel of darkness who masquerades as an angel of light, therefore religious spirit ultimately draws you away from worshipping God in spirit and in truth. 

Biblically, the religious spirit manifested many a times in the Old Testament as well as is in the New Testament. You see it as far as the days of Cain, a man who claimed to be walking with God, but spiritually, he was religious and after his own will. He rejected the Godly way of doing things in broad day light as evidenced in Genesis 4v1-12.  As you proceed to Genesis 11, you see religion spirit rearing its ugly head, and driving worshippers to build the Tower of Babel. The motive is wrong, ‘come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens,’ while the bodily language of team work sounds appeasing. In this case, the canal mind is trying to make a name for itself at the expense of the Lord. Going further down to 2 Kings 17v24-41, you see religious spirit operating at its highest and ugliest peak as it is now in most worshippers’ live styles.

You have ‘worshippers’ who fear the Lord, yet serve their own gods with dedication. It is a common thing that with religion, worshippers can change God with ease, and go for gods to suit their appetite. God’s people Israel forsook him for other gods as seen in Jeremiah 2v11-12. Religious spirit does not follow Godly instructions and let alone keep covenant as seen with King Saul who did break the covenant. At one-point Prophet Samuel had to warn him in 1 Samuel 15v22-23, ‘...to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has rejected you as king.’ 

As you enter the New Testament, you see many souls still struggling in the spirit of religion, and in one instance, in Matthew 7v15-20, Jesus Christ cautioned about religious people. He made it clear that they claim to conduct their daily business in people’s lives in his name, but he does not know them. He stressed that, “Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers.” In Matthew 19v16-30, you see a religious rich young man who would not part ways with his idol that is worldly possessions. He claimed to live a godly life as he had kept all the Ten Commandments, but still would not do what Jesus suggested him to do in order to have eternal life. He went away sad, thus religious spirit cannot follow God all the way when they have to choose between God and their idol. The language is that, ‘I hear you God, but do not touch my idol, I can follow you God, but I cannot part ways with my boyfriend/concubine.’ Always this spirit has its own agenda, and would half-heartedly follow God’s way on condition of profiting something.

When you look at Judas Iscariot in John 12v1-8, you have a religious man who had his own agenda in Jesus’ ministry. He was simply an unrepentant thief and a murderer in words and deeds, and patiently followed along with Jesus to get what he wanted, or to profit one way or the other. Still in John 12v42-43, leadership of the Jews believed in Jesus, but because of their gods, the Pharisees whom they worshipped so much, they would not openly acknowledge their faith, ‘...for they loved human praise more than praise from God.’ It is the case of Saul the Pharisee before he became Paul the Apostle, a Hebrew of the Hebrews who in the name of religion spearheaded persecution of Christ believers that became known as Christians in acts 11v 26 in Antioch. He approved stoning of Stephen under religious circumstances as seen in Acts 6v8-14, 7v54-58. His comrades in religion did stone Stephen in the name of God, and Stephen used the scripture to expose them that they did that under demonic influence, “Then he fell on his knees and cried out, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he fell asleep. And Saul approved of their killing him.” 

The Sons of Sceva in Acts 19v13-16 played religious stunts. They had no power in imitative actions without the blood of Jesus, and it cost them dearly. In Romans 2v17-29, you see Apostle Paul cautioning the Jews about the spirit of religion as it distanced them from God. 

In Galatians 3v1-3, Apostle Paul sternly cautioned Galatians to come out of religion, and denounced them as fools, “you foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you?” He exclaims in Galatians 5v7-10, “You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the truth? That kind of persuasion does come from the one who calls you. ‘A little yeast works through the whole dough.’ I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view...” He had question marks as to who had bewitched them, since they had begun in the Spirit, and they were going on in the flesh, thus getting back into religious bondage. Many a time God regretted that he had created religious rebels who rebelled against his statues as seen in Genesis 6v11-13, 19v13 and 1Samuel 15v35.

To you as a spiritual alert Christian youth stick to Matthew 7v15-20. Simply know them by their fruits, not their gifts or works, and remember, these cannot be defeated by fighting spiritual battles with carnality. Learn to deal with signs of religious spirit at their infancy stage among your friends. As you pick the spirit among any of your soul mates or close buddies, pray about it and/or end the relationship that proves a hindrance to your growth. You should make it clear to them that, they should resist the temptation to offer their words of wisdom or advice, as if they were the Lord's. The basic rule for them to follow is; do only what you see the Lord doing and say only what the Lord is saying. The talk about religious feelings, senses, special anointing, and many others should not be the centre stage of their lives, thus ignoring that Jesus the Lord of Lords spent much time on humility and teachable spirit, not on anointing. 

Moral lesson to learn: 

1.The consequences of the spirit of religion upon your life is spiritual death to God’s move.

2.Never allow a third force to enter between your relationship with God, because that is Satan’s coming with his temptation. 

3.Temptation always comes to quantify your relationship with God with some conditions like the ‘Do's’ and ‘Don'ts’ that God never initiated, but on the other hand, Satan believes it is an omission that carries so much weight to give your life some direction.

4.Religion is actually the fall of man from hearing from God, but other spirits.

5.Depend on God to supply like a child of God who strictly hears from God would do, and the same way Abraham did all his life.

6.All religious characters have one thing in common and that is, the form of godliness, but are in denial of the power of God as depicted in 2 Timothy 3v5.

7.Instead of worshipping God in spirit and in truth, they replace him with a caricature of a God of their own make. 

8.They are generally works oriented and preoccupied with performance as seen in Matthew 23v1-39. 

9.In them Jesus saw nothing, but followers who are conscious of their religious titles and roles, and were image conscious as they tend to public display. 

10.Much worse, Jesus realised that such followers idolize the gifts and gifting and their display as evidenced in Luke 10v20. 

11.In the long run, they lose focus on a Godly relationship as they are more focused on gifts than the giver, thus their tendency to judge you by the gifts of the Spirit. 

The word of God clearly says, ‘try the spirits,’ but not ‘try the gifts of the Spirit.’ 

13.God's gifts and callings are irrevocable as seen in Romans 11v29, and as such, they must not be idolized above the giver.  

14.Jesus concluded that these followers are simply misguided hypocrites who measured success in the eyes of man. 

15.Literally, they do counterfeit good works that are basically dead works of self.  

16.The religious tends to be legalistic, rigidly righteous, and judgmental, therefore contrary to Galatians 2v19.

17.Like the Pharisees and Sadducees, they come up with a measuring rod that focuses on things other than the crucified Jesus Christ. 

18.In losing focus of Christ who is the way, truth and life, they ultimately put your ministry in their place, dictates behaviour in detail, therefore producing an oppressive burden of performance, stress, and fear with their external do’s and don’ts. 

19.This is equally measuring your ministry and other followers by externals that give less importance to love and mercy. 

20.It is evidenced by the tendency to use scripture and prayer as weapons in praying against or being quick to correct, scorn or disdain others as lesser persons in Christ. 
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Challenges with the spirit of Cain

The spirit of Cain is a murdering spirit as seen in Genesis 4v8. Like father, like son; this devilish spirit is particularly tasked with those believers like you who have honoured the righteous requirements of God, and indeed surrendered themselves to live for God. It is a common spirit among your friends and relatives. These people have a tendency to call you names behind your back. As a believer of sound Christian doctrines, guard against those having the spirit of religion, and pretending to be your friends, caring relatives or fellow believers with crooked lifestyles. The Cain’s character is that of someone who’s full of self-righteousness, boasting and pride. They are as well, prone to pointing fingers and quick to use derogatory words that condemns you. They are blind to their own unrighteousness lifestyles tainted by sin. Instead, they are very analytic, full of mockery and belittlement to you who is sincerely in line with God to discourage you. They do things their own way under the pretext of the Holy Spirit. The truth about them is that, their souls and hearts are full of deception, manipulation and controlling spirits that are meant to entice you to their will, but God. To be precise, they have no relationship with Christ, therefore they continue to follow what is dictated wholly by seducing spirits in their lives.

In an article, “The spirit of Cain,” Elkins says, ‘When our flesh is calling the shots, John warns, “We must not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and killed his brother. And why did he kill him? Because Cain had been doing what was evil, and his brother had been doing what was righteous” (3:12). When we yield to the spirit of Cain, we will allow the false god of our understanding to take the reins of our lives. If it becomes our life, we will try to destroy any expression of righteousness that contradicts the false god we are serving. Cain did not arrive at that place overnight. It came after a season of personal redefining of what was right that allowed him to do as he pleased. All of us are developing spiritually. To say we have parked our faith in a place of personal disobedience to God’s word will create a fuzzy interpretation of the Lord and his truth.  We will place that fuzzy expression of a false god on the mantle of our life and begin to worship it. At the end of that journey of defiance, we will become like Cain doing whatever we can to censor and silence any expression of truth that opposes an unfettered lifestyle not anchored in the truth of God’s word.’ Elkins, 2024.

As you analyse Genesis 5v1-32, you have Cain and Abel as brothers. The duo was off springs of the first parents to have ever tested parenthood. It is your understanding that as the two grew up, being groomed by parents who revered God so much, they were fully grounded on the requirements of the holy and righteous Lord of lords, the Almighty God. It was now upon them to abide by Godly statutes to avoid stepping on his toes. Abel chose to follow the correct path, but Cain deviated, and took a wrong path. Mind you, he was conscious of that provocation to God. Realise that in moving with God; always there is a way that seems right to mankind, but clearly it is not God’s way. You choose to follow that way, and bear in mind that it leads to a path of complete separation from God.  

In presentation of their offerings, Abel brought before God an animal sacrifice desirable before God’s glorious stature. He knew he was born of flesh and blood, therefore prone to trespassing against God. Therefore he saw it fit to shed the blood of his fat first born innocent flock for the covering of his sins so that he could be acceptable in God’s sight. God looks at the motive behind your actions other than anything else. Therefore Abel’s offerings passed the test. Cain, on the other hand, never bothered to deal with his inner man before he came before God. As God judged the motive behind his offering, Cain fell out of favour with God straight away. 

To the natural mind this does not seem so bad. This is because all of them offered their first fruits. What you must note is that; the ways of mankind are not God’s ways, and God cannot fault. Cain had it all wrong from deep down his heart. What he presented to God was not worthy a sacrificial offering, but mockery. With so much pomp and pride, he presented the product of his labour, instead of submitting to the righteousness of God. This was sin and it cost him dearly. To prove beyond doubt that his heart was not right before God, he became bitter, and angry with God. His anger towards God was simple because God did not honour his worthless, prideful, and fleshly display of self-righteousness. Feeling hard done by God, his bitterness spills to his younger brother. He tricks him, drives him out of the site of God and murders him in cold blood. Abel’s only crime was that he submitted before God’s righteousness, an offering that was a worthy sacrifice of the innocent blood of an animal. You better get it clear, life is in the blood. Therefore there is no forgiveness without the sacrifice of innocent blood, therefore Abel passed the test, and Cain failed dismally, yet he knew the principle.

As a believer with sound Christian doctrines, guard against those having the spirit of Cain lest you get entangled with their manipulations and be driven to the field, therefore kissing your Christian life goodbye. The Cain spirit’s task is to hinder you in your walk with God. It demands your attention and tries to take advantage of you, pushing you into a tight corner, and you will be cornered indeed. If you sense it and chose to keep your separate identity, do not expect it to give up that easily, but it will rail against you. You may be called names, and accused of not walking in Godly love. Mind you, your accusers might even engage the use of the word of God to try to control you, yet the mission is to lead you astray. The world of darkness will never rest, but continue to persecute the righteous ones in an attempt to hinder the work of God. God has his own way of dealing with those with the spirit of Cain. As much as he passed a heavy judgement on Cain, over the murder of his sibling, there is a harsh reality for those who refuse to repent and obey his ways. The punishment is to turn them over to Satan as seen in 1 Timothy 1v19-20, “...holding on to faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and so have suffered shipwreck with regard to faith. Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, who I have handed over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme.”  

The scriptures also state that God himself will turn those who continue to refuse to submit to his righteousness over to their own wiles thereby allowing them to become reprobates and having their hearts harden. In 2 Corinthians 11v12-15, the word of God says, “And I will keep on doing what I am doing in order to cut the ground from under those who want an opportunity to be considered equal with us in the things they boast about. For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.” God continues to speak strongly against this spirit of Cain, as seen in a number of scriptures, and among others; 2 Timothy 3v 7-9, “...always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth. Just as James and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these teachers oppose the truth. They are men of depraved minds, who, as the faith is concerned, are rejected. But they will not get very far because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone.”  

In Titus 1v15-16, the word of God says, “To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They care detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything Good.”  In 2 Thessalonians 2v8-10, he says, “And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendour of his coming. The coming of the lawless one will use all sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, and all the ways that wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.” In 2 Corinthians 13v4-6, “For to be sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God’s power. Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God’s power we will live with him in our dealing with you. Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you-unless, of course, you fail the test? And I trust that you will discover that we have not failed the test.” 

Moral lesson to learn: 

1.The spirit of Cain is tasked with those believers like you who have honoured the righteous requirements of God, and live for God in truth and in spirit. 

2.It is a common spirit among your friends, relatives and fellow believers, and present itself as backbiting, gossip and character assassination.

3.The Cain’s character is full of self-righteousness, boasting, pride, are blind to their own unrighteousness lifestyles tainted by sin, but very analytic, full of mockery and belittlement to children of God.

4.Simply put, they are pretenders, whose souls and hearts are full of deception, manipulation and controlling spirits that are meant to entice you off route to God’s ways to follow what is dictated wholly by seducing spirits in their lives.

5.In life, if you do not apply God’s wisdom, you choose to follow the way that seems right to mankind, but the reality is that it leads to a path of complete separation from God.

6.In whatever you do before God, he judges the motive behind your actions other than the actual act.

7.In whatever you present to God, deal with your inner man first or risk falling out of favour with God straight away.

8.The ways of mankind are not God’s ways; you cannot mock God and God cannot fault.  Cain had it all wrong from deep down his heart. 

9.Presenting the product of your labour to God is sin, and instead of submit.

10.Note well; master the principle of sacrificing, be cautioned that God does not honour your worthless, prideful, and fleshly display of self-righteousness.

11.The spirit of Cain exists to hinder you in your walk with God; takes advantage of you, pushes you into a tight corner, and wipes you out.

––––––––
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12.If you sense it and chose to keep your separate identity, do not expect it to give up that easily on you, but it will rail against you, and call you names.

13.Remember; the devil‘s only motive in persecuting the righteous ones is an attempt to hinder the work of God.

14.God’s harsh reality for those who refuse to repent and obey his ways is to turn them over to Satan as seen in 1 Timothy 1v19-20. 
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Challenges with the spirit of Rebekah

The spirit of Rebekah as seen in Genesis 27v1-46, is a spirit of favouritism that exists in the environment you live in, as much as the church of Jesus Christ today. Instead of letting the will of God take place at its own right timing, right place, and on a right way, the spirit chose to land a helping hand to God’s plans in your life. The word of God says in Jeremiah 1v5, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” According to his word, God knows all of you, and has an assignment or task for each of his children in serving his interests. Many a time the church of God has been reduced to a battle ground in that instead of allowing God’s favour, favouritism often steals the show and ruins God’s plans due to uncalled for interference.

In an article, “The sin of favouritism,” Christian says, ‘...God being impartial means that when it comes to salvation and our right standing before God, He shows no favouritism. Everyone is held to the same standard...As image bearers of Christ, we are called to reflect this same impartiality in our lives, however, far too often we fail to do so. Our tendency is often to favour those who provide some sort of benefit for us. We tend to favour those who look and talk like us. We might treat people differently based on a number of reasons: race, gender, economic status, political party, intelligence, etc. We become judges of those who are not like us and oftentimes treat others unfairly without even thinking about it. Our fallen, sinful partiality allow us to make misconceptions about people solely based on their outward appearance... As you continue in James 2, he addresses the sin of favouritism and he gives the example of favouring the rich over the poor (v.2-7).’...favouritism dishonours God and when we don’t extend mercy, it shows we do not recognize the mercy that has been extended to us. Favouritism is something we as fallen people do naturally. We naturally gravitate toward those whom we feel like we can benefit from. We don’t want to be around people who could become burdensome, or we don’t relate to easily.’ Christian, 2022. 

Favouritism is defined as showing partiality or bias; the act of choosing a person or something based on some perceived merit or worth. When favouritism is applied to you, you are simply given preference over others with equal claims to you. It is more of discrimination and may be based on status such as social class, wealth, clothing, friendship, and amoral relationships among others. Thus in favouritism, you are given a special attention along those lines, thus denial to more deserving individuals. Favouritism and favour are two different things and should not be confused and misinterpreted. The Holy Bible clearly demonstrates that God favours some, but not all. A very crucial point to remember is that God’s favour is not sin, but favouritism is sin as Apostle James rightly points out in James 2v1-11. James warns against showing favouritism, and that is different in every way from the favour God shows in choosing to save some, but not all humans.

God’s decision to choose you for salvation is not because of any inherent goodness in you, but a simply prerogative of his, thus demonstration of his unfathomable grace. This favour is a decision basically made in eternity past by God to his son Jesus Christ. This was as a gift to redeem the fallen humanity by his atoning death as seen in Romans 8v29. By this favour, all those given to Jesus for salvation receive the perfect righteousness of him through faith but nothing else. Still by this favour, they are qualified for God’s eternal kingdom as seen in John 6v37, 44, 53; 15v16. In Ephesians 2v8-9, the word of God says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-not by works, so that no one can boast.” Thus you can confidently say, favour is God’s electing grace, and that is not favouritism. For you know that for the fallen human race; inclination to show favour is to those you think might give something in return. 

Therefore the Holy Bible is straight forward in that favouritism is not God’s will for your life, as it is not in line with God’s character. In your inner cycle of friends and relatives, guard against those who position themselves wrongly as a way of arm-twisting you to tilt scales in their favour on certain positions and issues. As you see in Romans 2v11, God does not show favouritism, but all are equal before him. As you read Colossians 3v25, you learn of God’s fairness in judgment as it states that, “Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favouritism.” You are therefore challenged to do the same with fellow believers, show no favouritism as seen in James 2v1, “My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show favouritism.” The context regards the treatment of God’s children in his sanctuary, the church. James points out that treating someone differently based on some unbiblical weighing scale to separate them into classes is wrong, and uncalled for. As you read Leviticus 19v15, the same point is stressed, “Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favouritism to the great, but judge your neighbour fairly.” What God expect from you is fair play; you let the players play, but be a fair referee upholding the rules of the game, as he shall be the judge to apply his favour, but not favouritism. Likewise, Exodus 23v3 says, “Do not show favouritism to a poor man in his lawsuit.”

Note well, God does not mince words when he talks about favouritism. It is simply sin before God, and you are convicted by the law as a lawbreaker as seen in James 2v9. It is a serious offense against God’s call to love one’s neighbour as oneself that God speaks highly of in verse 8. Therefore you are charged not to entangle yourself in this spirit or with friends or relatives polluted in this way. Apostle Paul as seen in 1 Timothy 5v21, instructed Timothy, a young church leader that, “I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of favouritism” 

Many a time it is a spiritual battle to deal away with favouritism, but it has to be done. You see that even Jesus Christ’s disciples struggled with bias against people different from them in ministry. Apostle Simon Peter is one living testimony. He was unwilling to act fairly, when he was first called to minister to non-Jewish people. Later on he admitted as seen in Acts 10v34, “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favouritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.” 

Now you look at God’s favour in detail, and see how he applies it as seen in Ephesians 2v8-9. God’s marathon journey of applying favour begins in Genesis 3v15. By the gift of faith, you see God choosing people for salvation, with the promise to Adam and Eve of a Saviour. As you come to Genesis 4v25, his favour begins to gather momentum and take further shape as Adam and Eve give birth to Seth. Seth brought a lease of life to the Messiah lineage, as God had earlier on banished Cain, their firstborn for the murder of his brother younger Abel. As the future looked bleak after the devil had struck humanity hard, hope returned with the birth of Seth to push God’s agenda. With God’s favour on their side, Adam and Eve began again God’s tireless and awesome journey of ancestral lineage that would run through among others Noah, and ultimately to the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ as seen in Genesis 5v28-32.

As you rally behind God’s favour path, you learn that in the days of Noah, mankind grappled with so much corruption. It was in this regard that God regretted that he had made human beings on the earth as seen in Genesis 6v6. His heart deeply troubled at the ever increasing corruption on earth he had to take drastic action. This resulted in bringing of judgment on all mankind. Rich in mercy as he is, you see God showing favour towards Noah and what belonged to him because he was a righteous man who walked with God. As much as his righteousness is explained in Genesis 6v9 and Hebrews 11v7, it was Noah’s faith that was the basis for his righteousness. It was solely for that, that God showed him favour. Therefore he and his family escaped the water judgment that cleared off what God condemned as chaff.  By that favour upon him, God’s plan as announced in Genesis 3v15, continued.

With Noah’s life blossoming to produce three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, God continued extending his favour. This time it lands on Shem giving him faith to continue the ancestral lineage that led to Jesus Christ’s coming into the scene.  As you read Genesis 11v10-26, Shem’s descendants list ends with Abram. You see God extending his favour to Abram by picking him out of his people, nation and a country of idol worshippers in Ur and Harran. God is so pleased with him that he promises to bless and make him a great nation as seen in Genesis 12v2. He as well promises him numerous offspring as high in numbers as stars as seen Genesis 15v5, and these turns out to be spiritual offspring expressed in Galatians 3v28-29, “There is neither Jew not Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” In making Abram a great nation, God was talking of his favoured nation, Israel that is his chosen bride as paraded in Deuteronomy 32v10.

As you trace Abram’s covenant with God in scriptures like Galatians 3v8-9, “Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: ‘All nations will be blessed through you.’ So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith,” you realize that God’s favour towards Abram was enormous. In Revelation 7v9 God’s word says, “After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.” This favour stretched far beyond the natural offspring and natural land to the spiritual offspring. It is this spiritual offspring that included people from every tribe, language, and nation. As you follow God’s path of favour, the list stretches further. You then have Isaac favoured instead of Ishmael; then it was Jacob, and not Esau; then Judah, and not Reuben, and goes on until God’ favour landed on the virgin Mary the mother of the Son of God, Jesus Christ as seen in Luke 1v28, “The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.” There were many Godly women, but God favoured only one as stressed in verse 30-33.

Thus the word of God clearly shows that God favours some and not all, yet his favour is not sin whereas favouritism is, and that is the sin that Rebecca found herself dancing with, and bowing too. Rebecca was a well-loved wife of Isaac, mother of the twin brothers Jacob and Esau, and a sister to Laban and the daughter of Bethuel. In her early years and in marriage she displayed a gentle spirit, but later as a mother, she displayed questionable behaviour that sow seeds of discord in his sons for life. Note well, the name Rebecca when literally translated means to tie up, a noose, or frequently translated it means secured. Rebecca got married to Isaac at age forty years, and proved barren for approximately twenty years in marriage with Isaac. Barrenness was looked upon with great contempt or disdain in those yester years. Therefore, Isaac had to pray to God on behalf of his wife. She later fell pregnant with twins as seen in Genesis 25:19-26, and it is said her pregnancy was trying. Even while in the womb, the twins jostled around much. 

The jostling caused her to seek the Lord’s clarification as to why this was happening to her as seen in Genesis 25v23, “The Lord said to her, ‘Two nations are in your womb and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.’” The twin boys Esau and Jacob were later born to Rebecca and Isaac, and would later be the fathers of two conflicting nations. From Genesis 25v23 on wards you realize Rebecca’s conflicting Godly lifestyle; hearing from God, later loss of heeding God’s ways, and ultimately the sin of favouritism. Rebecca and Jacob showed great favouritism towards their sons in their upbringing. They even continued that partiality when their children were grown up adults. During her pregnancy, she consulted God about the jostling and an answer was availed instantly, and she was content. Now as the twins grew up, she never returned to God to find out how God was going to implement his statement, “...the older will serve the younger.” God has a way of doing his things without causing unnecessary conflicts that often turn to obscene scenes as hatred, squabbles and bloodletting scenarios. Rebecca lost it and hijacked God’s plan to implement it, but anything done in sin never glorifies God, and has consequences for the victims. 

Note well; neither you nor your friends or relatives can dictate to God how to fulfil his will and vision about your life. The only solution is to get the directions from him and run it according to his pace. When you read from 1 Samuel chapter 8-11, you will see how God used Prophet Samuel to anoint Saul as a new king for his favoured nation. This was a situation that could have caused tensions if Godly wisdom was not implied upon the Israelites.  Samuel was a man who heard from God, and never played hide and seek with God’ s things even though the kingship was his and his descendants as seen in 1 Samuel chapter 8. Later after rejecting King Saul, God’ s favour fell upon David, and Samuel was once more used to solve the kingship in such way it never aroused tensions as seen in 1 Samuel 16v1-13. In rejecting all his elder brothers, God made it clear in verse 7, “But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” In verse 13, the word of God says, “So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David...” Thus from God’s statement, “...the older will serve the younger,” Rebecca should have left everything to God, and watch as everything unfold in a Godly manner, but instead she threw herself in the thick of things to bring mayhem to her household.

She decided to act on God's behalf and to her way of thinking, she was not being mischievous and tricking her husband, but was helping him do God's will. When she overheard his husband’s intentions of pronouncing a blessing upon the eldest son Esau, in no time she took action. She pushed Jacob to dress like his brother Esau and covered his hands and neck with goatskin such that he appeared hairy like his brother in order to deceive his father. As this was an ungodly move, Jacob was uneasy because he feared a curse would befall him if his father found out. You have to realize that Jacob protested his mother's plan not on moral grounds, but of fear of getting caught and cursed. “What if my father touches me? I would appear to be tricking him and would bring down a curse on myself rather than a blessing,” Genesis 27v12. 

The outcome, not the means, mattered much in this battle of hijacking and speeding God’s processes. Like mother, like son; determined to fight to the bitter end, Rebecca invited the curse upon herself should this happen. Rebekah's answer is of someone who thinks she can stand up to any adversary on her favourites’ behalf and weather any fallout with the heavens as seen in Genesis 27v13, “My son, let the curse fall on me.” Her wicked plan of great favouritism worked as she had hoped because Isaac’s eyes could no longer see well.  After that storm of poking her nose into the Godly things, she was happy of her significant part in the ploy against her husband and eldest son. She then pushed her husband into it as well, as they encouraged Jacob to flee to her brother Laban’s home in Harran to escape the anger of his brother Esau as seen in Genesis 27v42-46 and chapter 28v1-7. Esau harboured plans to kill his younger brother for the mess he had caused him at the influence of her mother. 

As far as the word of God stands; by law, Esau deserved his father's inheritance, while on the other hand, Jacob received the blessing instead by God's redemption and grace. It is worthy to note that God has a way of doing his things; at his own time, and own pace that it does not deserve human influence regarding your life. His word says in Romans3v23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” This scripture as well as Psalm 14v3 and 53v3 points out that, all people have sinned and fallen short of God’s righteous requirements. Therefore no human being justly deserves God’s favour, but the wrath of God. Yet to some, by his grace, God chooses to give faith in Christ and the resulting righteousness that comes through faith. What should come to your soul is, why do you feel compelled to have your friends or relatives help God in the first place, while you have a caring and loving God in charge of your life?  

The lame answer is of course bothered on pride, at times uncertainty or fear of the unknown. Your friends or relatives often push you to ask yourself, “What if the Lord forgets about his promises to me, and what shall become of me?” Then the devil pushes you into the deep end as he gives you an impression that you can arm twist God, and be a catalyst. Learn to trust the lord with everything always. His word says in Proverbs 3v5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” The almighty God knows your destiny much better, and the path you need to follow from beginning to the end. In Deuteronomy 4v31, his word says, “For the Lord your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or destroy you or forget the covenant with your forefathers.” In this case, your forefathers are none, other than Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, whom God had to bless because he is a God who keep so his promise.

You should not be struggling to differentiate between favour and favouritism because it is a biblical truth centred on Jesus Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. You struggle because the decision of God to choose some, but not all seems unfair to you, solely because you have a corrupted sense of fairness from the way you look at things. As it has been said earlier on, if God were to be fair, all would perish, but he is just and as well gracious to you to make it. For Christ to die for your sins, it is the biggest favour ever for a sinner. The word of God says in Romans 5v6-8, “You see, at the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

So whether you challenge, doubt, dismiss or accept this doctrine of election, it does not alter the core message of the Holy Bible about Christ the Messiah. As a favour for humanity reeling under sin, Jesus the Saviour long promised by God the creator was released from heaven and took on the flesh of humanity as the last Adam. In that state of borrowed humanity, he fulfilled God’s requirement for righteousness where Adam had dismally disappointed and failed. As holy as he was, he endured the wrath of his father for your sins to set you from spiritual captivity. Therefore he brought life to all who trust in him, while Adam had brought death to all as seen in 1 Corinthians 15v22, 45. All who believe in him will not face the final judgment, as his sinless life qualified him to be the final Passover Lamb, thus a great favour for you. 

His resurrection and his enthronement at the right hand of his father is proof that there is something to celebrate about as you have a guaranteed favour for life as seen in Daniel 7v13-14. “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” As long as his dominion is everlasting, his favour is upon you. The truths in his word as it makes you a cut above the rest, is the ultimate in favour by your God whose grace is remarkable. Note that, he so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son to redeem to him as a holy God, a world that was wallowing in sin, and absolutely unlovable.  If it was not for this grace that is unmerited favour, and not favouritism, you could have been condemned to hell. 

In you daily walk with the Lord, never allow the sin of favouritism to define your life unto the Lord, but favour. This doctrine of election by God himself is not a form of sinful favouritism that is born of the natural man to pollute God’s strategy. You must appreciate that it is biblical to its core. It is the ultimate expression of love from the creator. Favouritism and partiality are not Godly, but judgments formed by those who assume to know the ways of the Lord. These are based on selfish, personal criteria rather than seeing others as God sees them. You cannot choose someone because of some perceived merit or worth, while God has spoken so. Wickedly when you do it, you have a ready excuse for your actions, and insist that ‘this is not about me, but I am doing this for your sake.’ And believe you me, if things turn out well, guess who takes credit? You, the mortal man; friends and relatives alike, take the glory and God is out of the picture. Favouritism is a challenge that will derail your focus and destiny; it implies that this was a common problem within the early church and up to today. You see Apostle James specifically addressing it in the book of James. 

No matter how selfless your motives may seem to you, adoption of new methods of jumping the queue, taking short cuts or pushing and shoving, is more of manipulation before God. This put you who is supposed to receive God’s favour to those on the receiving end. God is not involved in scrambling. Note well, God blessed Jacob because God said he would, not because Jacob's mother stepped in. He was simply bound by his promise to Abraham. Your task is to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord and Saviour and follow his ways of treating every one with God’s love as seen in John 3v16, but not applying favouritism. As you take heed of his word, and drive this message into your heart, your definite response is to love and obey God more and more, through the power of the Holy Spirit, our wonderful comforter. As you do that, you confirm favour instead of favouritism, which God has bestowed upon you in your election for salvation. 

Moral lesson to learn: 

1.The spirit of Rebekah is a spirit of favouritism that exists among our colleagues, relatives and brethren all over the world. 

2.It undermines God in that: instead of letting his will take place at its own right timing, right place, and on a right way, the spirit chose to land a helping hand to God’s plans in your life. 

3.Favour is God’s electing grace regardless of any inherent goodness in you, but a simply prerogative of his.

4.Note that, God favours some, but not all. 

5.God’s favour is not sin, but favouritism, James 2v1-11. 

6.Favouritism is not God’s will for your life, as it is not in line with God’s character. 

7.Romans 2v11, God doesn’t show favouritism, but all are equal before him. 

8.Guard against those who position themselves wrongly as a way of arm-twisting you to tilt scales in their favour on certain positions and issues. 

9.Do nothing out of favouritism. 

10.God’s marathon journey of applying favour begins in Genesis 3v15. 

11.In making Abram a great nation, God was talking of his favoured nation, Israel that is his chosen bride as paraded in Deuteronomy 32v10.

12.God’s favour stretches far beyond the natural offspring and natural land to the spiritual offspring. 

13.There were many Godly women, but God favoured only one, Mary the mother of the Son of God, Jesus Christ as seen in Luke 1v28.

14.God favours some and not all, yet his favour is not sin whereas favouritism is, and that’s the sin that Rebecca found herself dancing with, and bowing too.

15.Rebecca led a conflicting lifestyle; hearing from God, later loss of heeding God’s ways, and ultimately the sin of favouritism towards her sons in their upbringing. 

16.God has a way of doing his things without causing unnecessary conflicts.

17.Never hijack God’s plan to implement it because anything done in sin never glorifies God, and has consequences for the victims. 

18.Remember; neither you nor your friends or relatives can dictate to God how to fulfil his will and vision about your life, but you can only get the directions from him and run it according to his pace. 

19.In applying his favour, God does not look at the things people look at like outward appearance, but he looks at the heart.

20.The outcome, not the means, mattered much in hijacking and speeding God’s processes, and the consequences is a curse upon yourself. 

21.Note well; by law, Esau deserved his father's inheritance, while on the other hand, Jacob received the blessing instead by God's redemption and grace. 

22.You cannot arm twist God, and be a catalyst. 

23.The decision of God to choose some, but not all seems unfair to you, but bear with it that with favour, it is a biblical truth centred on Jesus Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. 

24.Note that, God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son to redeem you, for if it was not for this grace that is unmerited favour, and not favouritism, you could have been condemned to hell. 

25.Favour, a doctrine of election by God himself, is biblical to its core as it is the ultimate expression of love from the creator, while favouritism and partiality are not Godly, but judgments formed by those who assume to know the ways of the Lord. 

26.God favours and blesses you because he said he would, not because someone steps in, he is simply bound by his promise to Abraham. 

27.It is favour instead of favouritism; which God has bestowed upon you in your election for salvation
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Chapter 4
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Challenges with the spirit of dream killers 

The spirit of dream killers that stems from jealous and envy as seen in Genesis 37v1-36. The Longman dictionary of contemporary English defines jealous as; feeling angry and unhappy because someone has something that you would like. Envy is defined as the feeling of wanting something that someone else has. Jealousy and envy can be a very destructive emotion as seen in James 3v16, “For where there is envying and strife, there is confusion and every evil work.” This is one spirit with many faces, but shocking enough, it has no friends. With this spirit having found home next door, it can build an awesome mansion in you today, but still a destroyer is lurking in the basement in ambush to mastermind your downfall tomorrow. In your walk as a believer in Christ, take stock of your friends and relatives, lest you fall. The spirit of jealous with many faces as it is, and having no friends, will try to prove a point to you in such negativity that you are relegated to nothing. 

Connell, in an article, “Dream killers and what to do about them (5 of 7),” says, ‘But dream killers are like a terrorist. You don't see them coming. You don't line up and there's the dream killer in front of you. Actually it sneaks up on you, and blows you up, and everyone around you if possible...’ Connell, no date.

In an article, “Vision destroyers and how to deal with them (3),” Adeoti says, ‘every vision or dream has certain enemies and your ability to deal with these threats is what is going to determine whether your vision will speak at the end of the day or not. So this is why you need to do everything within your powers in fighting off and against every potential killer of your vision...’ Adeoti, 2021.

Jealous will go for you at full force; structures are set to control you; stories are cooked against you. The masses who hardly hear from God and love mob justice, are as well incited to persecute you. Those you deem so close to you; who promotes you today, will surprisingly view you as a threat tomorrow, and start scheming or manipulation of all systems to fix you. As long as they feel more influential, popular, eye catching or more powerful than you in that field you are in as well, they can promote you. Things fall apart the moment the favour of God upon you surpasses their own. As your star rises and Godly attention rests upon you, the spirit of jealous is triggered from your rivals who have been pretending to be your friends or caring relatives. The much Godly limelight you attract than ever, and the more popular you become before the eyes of man, triggers really war. At this juncture, the spirit of pure evil start hitting at you. With its many faces, it will be looking for a way to discredit you and write you off. This pure evil spirit that wears many masks will ensure that many doorways for other demonic spirits are indeed opened up against your life and persecution rages on.

Note well, the spirit of jealous drove Cain to murder his sibling; it pushed King Saul to try several times unsuccessfully, to eliminate David his most decorated army man. It pushed the Jews; among them the Pharisees, the Sadducees and the teachers of the law to go for Jesus Christ’s head. For all the victims in these different scenarios, jealous was the driving force. And indeed, it opened the doors to the spirit of insanity and murder in the lives of the aggressors to aggrieve their victims. As you read 1 Samuel 18v811, “Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. ‘They have credited David with tens of thousands,’ he thought, ‘but me with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?’ And from that time on Saul kept a close eye on David. In John 11v 45-48 and, you see how the Jews were driven by jealous to kill, “Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. ‘What are we accomplishing?’ they asked. ‘Here is this man performing many signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our temple and our nation.”

Still in John 12v9-11 the word of God says, “Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in him.” You see in Acts 9v 22-24 the spirit of jealous at it again, “Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah. After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill him, but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the city gates in order to kill him...” All the victims in the scriptures were getting more attention from God, and being more popular than their aggressors, thus jealous was stirred up and reared its ugly head. This wicked spirit at times regards itself as discernment spirit, while what it displays is actually suspicion. Suspicion is actually a masquerade of discernment. It is just a wicked force born from the enemy’s wicked heart and thoughts. This is to try to manipulate your soul and search your heart looking for reasons to discredit you. 

It was these spirits of jealous and envy that drove Joseph's brothers to sell him into slavery. They envied him because their father Jacob liked him very much in that he showed him favour by having a beautiful long coat made for him. It was the favour that when his ten older siblings saw how much lovely relationship Jacob and Joseph enjoyed, then began to be jealous and hated him. Apart from the favour of his father that was upon him, the two dreams he shared with them added salt to an injury. In both of Joseph’s dreams his brothers bowed down to him, and this signified a spiritual elevation as he had caught God’s attention. It was this spiritual elevation that was a key factor in producing the trouble among his brothers which wrecked Jacob’s peace and his home. Jacob had twelve sons, through which came the twelve tribes of Israel, and Joseph was the eleventh of Jacob’s sons. 

When you investigate Joseph’s elder brothers, you come up with a family with serious latent internal issues. These issues manifested with time to breed tension, conflict, and disruption of peace. What could have been admired in their lovely names, regrettable housed a divisive spirit in them that was ungodly. They proved a point that they were often united in their plans and deeds for wrong motives. Indeed, their actions caused division and so much pain in the family. The word of God says in Mark 3v
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