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			DEDICATION

			I dedicate this book to PA O. A. Oloyede, Prophetess Mrs T. O. Oloyede, Mr. Simon Oluwafemi Allen, and PA J. C. Du Toit—pillars of wisdom, strength, and love who have shaped my journey in ways words cannot fully capture.
To my fathers—the men who guided me with grace and taught me humility and honour. Your examples made me a better father and husband.

			To my mother, who taught me to love with tenderness and authenticity. You showed me that love is service, sacrifice, and strength.
To my wife, Nelly. Thank you for standing in love with me, even when others saw only difference. You have fought beside me, supported me, and reminded me that love is worth protecting.

			To my siblings—Tope, Bode, Titi, Bose, Jacques, Charne, Martin, and Lana. Your presence in my life has shown me that love is one of the greatest gifts anyone can hope for.

			Through you, I’ve learnt that family is not just where we come from, but it’s where we are most accepted and most loved.

			To my kids—Femi, Yinka, Bryan, Tolu, Bryson, Zayile, and Kaylie. Thank you for your presence, love, and unwavering belief in me.

			And to every foreign soul who dared to love beyond borders, even when the world doubted your right to do so, may your strength echo through these pages. This book is for you.

		


		
			Foreword

			By Akindele Olufemi Olunloyo 

			In my role as the National Publicity Secretary of the Nigerian Union South Africa (NUSA), I have witnessed countless stories that mirror the narratives captured so eloquently in this groundbreaking work. “Love Across Borders: The Silent Struggles of Foreigners in South African Relationships” is not merely a collection of stories it is a confirmation to the resilience, courage, and hope that defines the human spirit when faced with challenges. 

			Tobi Oloyede has masterfully chronicled a reality that many of us in the Nigerian community and indeed all foreign nationals in South Africa live daily but seldom see reflected in literature. These are the unspoken truths that unfold behind closed doors, in government offices, at family gatherings, and in the quiet moments of uncertainty that punctuate cross-cultural relationships. 

			What strikes me most about this work is its honesty. Oloyede does not romanticize the journey of loving across borders. Instead, he presents the raw, unfiltered experiences of those who have chosen love despite systems designed to question, challenge, and sometimes defeat it. From the bureaucratic labyrinth of Home Affairs to the subtle xenophobic undertones at family dinners, from financial hardships to the daily struggle of maintaining one’s cultural identity this book illuminates the full spectrum of challenges that test the bonds of cross-border love. 

			At NUSA, we have long advocated for the rights and dignity of Nigerians living in South Africa. We have worked tirelessly to foster understanding between our communities, to highlight our contributions to South African society, and to build bridges where history and politics have erected walls. This book serves as a powerful ally in that mission. By humanizing the experiences of foreign partners, by giving voice to their struggles and triumphs, Oloyede reminds us all that beneath the labels of “foreigner,” “immigrant,” or “makwerekwere” are real people with real dreams, building real lives. 

			The stories within these pages will resonate deeply with anyone who has ever felt like an outsider. They will provide validation for those currently navigating the complex terrain of cross-cultural relationships. And perhaps most importantly, they will foster empathy and understanding among South African readers who may never have considered the hidden costs of loving someone from another nation. 

			As we continue to work toward a more inclusive and understanding society, books like “Love Across Borders” serve as crucial tools for dialogue and change. They challenge us to examine our preconceptions, to question systemic barriers, and to recognize the common humanity that binds us all, regardless of where we were born. 

			To those whose stories are reflected in these pages I see you and I feel you! Your resilience inspires our continued advocacy. To those South Africans who have opened their hearts and homes to foreign partners your love exemplifies the true spirit of ubuntu. And to Tobi Oloyede thank you for capturing these vital narratives with such depth, sensitivity, and authenticity. 

			Love indeed knows no borders. May this book help dismantle the many other barriers that still stand in its way. 

			Akindele Olufemi Olunloyo 

			National Publicity Secretary 

			Nigerian Union South Africa (NUSA) 

			August 2025 

		


		
			Nelly Oloyede

			When I first met Tobi, I never imagined that our love would one day be tested by forces larger than us by borders, by laws, and by unspoken societal prejudices. Loving someone is often seen as simple, natural, and free. But when that love crosses continents, cultures, and stereotypes, it suddenly becomes an act of courage.

			Our journey together has not always been easy. I have seen firsthand the quiet struggles that foreigners endure in South Africa the suspicious stares, the whispered judgments, and the endless battles with immigration systems that often feel cold and unyielding. As a South African woman married to a foreigner, I have also felt the weight of family questions, cultural misunderstandings, and the invisible pressure to “justify” our love. Yet through every storm, we have stood together, because we know that true love transcends any border.

			This book, Love Across Borders, is more than a collection of stories. It is Tobi’s heart on paper. It is his attempt to give voice to the voiceless to tell the stories of those who love deeply but must fight harder than most to protect that love. Reading these stories moved me to tears, because I know the pain and beauty of this journey all too well.

			I have watched my husband pour his soul into this work, not just as an author but as a man who has lived this reality. Every testimony, every chapter, reflects the battles we’ve faced as a couple, and the victories that love has brought us.

			To the reader, I say this: open your heart. These pages will show you not just the struggles, but the resilience, courage, and hope that shine in every cross-border relationship. Whether you are a foreigner, a South African, a parent, or simply someone who believes in love, I hope this book challenges you to see the humanity behind every story.

			I am proud of Tobi, and I am proud of us. May this book remind you that love, when nurtured, has no boundaries, only bridges waiting to be built.

			- Nelly Oloyede

			Freddy Tuendela

			While reading Love Across Borders, I found myself thinking about the bravery required to write a book as well as its content. In addition to provide an accurate, dynamic and engaging story, Tobi Oloyede has sparked a significant discussion about the invisible struggles and unpredicted triumphs of a foreigner who believed in intercultural relationship. His voice is courageous, sincere, bold, authentic. In this book, the author effectively illustrates the impact that the society have on individuals. He leads us into the private spheres where love flourishes but occasionally sputters under the pressure of xenophobia, red tape, and social marginalisation. Through touching testimonies, in-depth cultural insights, and fascinating personal accounts, he sheds light on the intricate interactions between these forces and the human stories that are frequently ignored.

			His insights into this love story inspired me to reflect deeply on my own journey as a foreigner navigating the complexity of an intercultural marriage. It’s a landscape rich with both love and resentment, acceptance and rejection, where every day presents a new challenge and a new opportunity for growth. In this complex relationship, I often find myself wrestling with the duality of my identity. On one hand, I cherish the love that transcends cultural boundaries, a bond that celebrates our differences and unites us in shared experiences. On the other hand, I sometimes feel the weight of societal expectations and cultural misunderstandings that can lead to feelings of isolation. I have become aware of two things: the deep bonds that remind me of the beauty of our intercultural marriage, the power of coming together across artificial barriers, and the fact that society often chooses to separate people on the basis of language, culture, place of origin, or background, often with disastrous results.

			That fact resonates forcefully throughout Tobi’s book. Tobi’s journey through Love Across Borders involves navigating systems that were never intended for us. His themes of cultural negotiation, emotional exhaustion, legal constraints, and belongingness are all very familiar. However, the enduring sense of hope is what distinguishes his work. He demonstrates to us that people are capable of loving despite obstacles rather than just complaining about them. This book is brave for being so open. The emotional toll of being perceived as “kwerekwere” in the most sacred settings: home, marriage, family, and legal system is discussed. The pressure of relying on visas, the embarrassment of being left out, and the subtle heartbreak of living in country but not accepted are some of the dynamics that Tobi explores.

			This masterpiece serves as a reminder that true love is unaffected by hardship. It enlarges. The stories of couples who overcame adversity, of kids who proudly carry multiple heritages, and of people who refused to let bureaucracy define their humanity touched me. These tales are not only motivational, but also educational. They urge our society to perform better. in order to create space. To hear. To honour our common humanity that transcends all boundaries. A call to empathy, Love Across Borders is more than just a social critique. It challenges us to view international people as friends, neighbours, partners, and lovers rather than as strangers. This book serves as a map and a mirror. I believe this book is a gift that will be appreciated by people of all ages.

			Freddy Tuendela

			Pastor, Motivational Speaker and Businessman.

		


		
		


		
			Disclaimer


			This book, Love Across Borders: The Silent Struggles of Foreigners in South African Relationships, is a work rooted in real experiences, extensive research, and personal reflections. While the stories, insights, and testimonies presented are based on true accounts, certain names, places, and identifying details have been changed or combined to protect the privacy and dignity of those involved.

			The book is not intended to generalise or stereotype any nationality, culture or community; rather, it seeks to highlight the complex realities of cross-border relationships, systemic challenges, and personal struggles faced by many individuals. The views and opinions expressed herein are those of the author and contributors, and do not necessarily represent any government body, organisation or institution.

			Readers are advised that some chapters explore sensitive issues such as xenophobia, discrimination, cultural conflict, and trauma. These narratives are shared with care and authenticity to shed light on often-silenced truths, with the hope of fostering empathy, understanding, and meaningful conversations.

			This book is not a substitute for legal, psychological or professional advice. Any references to immigration procedures, legal frameworks or cultural practises are based on research and personal observation and should be verified through official channels.

		


		
		


		
			A Letter to the Reader 

			  Dear Reader,

			Thank you for choosing to walk this journey with me. Every page you’re about to turn is a step into the untold stories of courage, heartbreak, and triumph that so many foreigners and South Africans live each day. Whether you read this book as a foreigner seeking recognition, as a South African partner trying to bridge cultures, as a parent hoping to guide your children or simply as someone longing to understand, I hope these words will offer you truth, healing, and perspective.

			We may be divided by oceans, borders, languages, and beliefs, but love speaks the same language everywhere. It is the one force strong enough to challenge fear, prejudice, and misunderstanding.

			
					I hope that when you close this book, you will be able to carry these truths with you:

					May your love be kind, even when the world isn’t.

					May your borders, both seen and unseen, be open enough to let empathy in.

			

			May your story, no matter how complex, always find a voice.

			If this book stirs something in you—a memory, a reflection or a hope—then know that it was written with that very intention. You, the reader, are part of this ongoing story of resilience and love that know no boundaries.

			With heart and gratitude,
Tobi Oloyede

		


		
		


		
			About the Author

			Tobi Oloyede is a writer, storyteller, and advocate for cross-cultural understanding, whose work shines a light on the complex realities of love, identity, and migration. Originally from Nigeria and now living in South Africa, Tobi draws from his personal journey and the experiences of countless others to give voice to stories that are often overlooked and/or silenced.

			With a background rooted in resilience and a deep passion for human connection, Tobi’s writing blends real-life testimonies, cultural insights, and emotional depth to challenge stereotypes and inspire empathy. He is especially passionate about documenting the struggles and triumphs of foreigners navigating relationships, systemic barriers, and the pursuit of belonging in a country that is both beautiful and complex.

			Love Across Borders: The Silent Struggles of Foreigners in South African Relationships is Tobi’s deeply personal and groundbreaking work. Through this book, he hopes to foster understanding, compassion, and dialogue between cultures, while offering support and encouragement to those who love beyond nationality or tradition.

			Outside of writing, Tobi is a devoted husband and father, finding his greatest inspiration in the love and strength of his wife, Nelly, and their two children, Oluwafemi Thamisanqa and Adeyinka Kayleecia. His family remains the heartbeat of his mission to create a world where love is not defined by borders but by the courage to stand together.

		


		
		


		
			 

			Interlude 

			The True Nature of Love – Between Humans, Animals, and God’s Intent, Yet I Married a Map

			
Love is one of the most powerful, yet misunderstood, forces in the human experience. In this chapter, we delve into the essence of love—contrasting human love with animal loyalty—and exploring God’s divine intent for love. We also examine why humans often misrepresent love as unconditional when, in reality, it is frequently tied to conditions, fears, and societal expectations.

What Does Love Mean?

			Love is more than a fleeting emotion; it is a choice and a commitment. True love is expressed in consistent actions through selflessness, patience, understanding, and sacrifice. It is not confined to romantic relationships but is also reflected in the bonds of family, friendships, and even how we show compassion to strangers. Love transcends borders, languages, and traditions, but it also demands honesty and vulnerability.

Why Is Human Love Conditioned?

			Human love is often influenced by expectations, past traumas, and societal norms. We may claim our love is unconditional, but it often wavers when our needs or desires are unmet. People subconsciously place conditions on love—such as loyalty, financial security or emotional support. Unlike divine love, which is selfless and unwavering, human love is imperfect because it is filtered through fear, ego, and self-interest.

			Why Is Animal Love More Trustworthy?

			Animals, particularly pets like dogs, offer a love that feels untainted and sincere. 

			A dog’s wagging tail and unwavering loyalty are not motivated by material gain, social expectations or ulterior motives. Animals accept us as we are, without judgement or conditions. This makes their love feel purer and more trustworthy compared to humans, who often mix love with ambition, pride or control.

What Is God’s Intent of Love for Humans?

			God’s design for love is rooted in selflessness, forgiveness, and unity. In spiritual teachings, God’s love is described as agape—unconditional and sacrificial. 

			God intended for humans to love one another with the same grace, compassion, and endurance. Divine love is not transactional; it is about lifting others up, forgiving even when it hurts, and building relationships that mirror Heaven’s unconditional embrace.

Why Do Humans Lie About Love?

			Humans often lie about love because of fear—fear of rejection, fear of loneliness or fear of losing comfort. Sometimes, people claim to love for personal gain to secure financial stability, social status or emotional safety. Others confuse attraction, infatuation or dependency with true love. Society pressures individuals to romanticise love, even when the reality is much more complex.

African Love Stories and Reflections

			Throughout Africa, love stories often reflect both resilience and hardship. Consider the Nigerian man who sold his only car to pay for the lobola of his South African wife, not because of obligation but because his love demanded sacrifice. Or, the Ghanaian woman who faced hostility from her in-laws yet stood firm, blending her traditions with those of her husband’s family, proving that love thrives when respect and understanding lead the way. In the Maasai communities of Kenya, love is shown through acts of service and community care. A man’s devotion to his wife is often measured by his willingness to protect her family, while a woman’s love is expressed in nurturing both home and livestock.

			These stories remind us that love is not just words; it is a living, breathing act of giving.


			Conclusion

		


		
			Love—whether human or divine—demands truth, courage, and humility. While human love may falter, divine love—a love that forgives, heals, and uplifts—stands as the ultimate example we should strive to emulate. In a world often divided by borders and prejudice, love remains the most powerful bridge, teaching us that to love genuinely is to see beyond self.



		


		
			Introduction

			Loving in the Shadow of a Border

			Love is the one thing we all chase; the one feeling that levels race, class, nationality, and even religion.
We don’t choose where we’re born, but we do choose who we love. And sometimes, we fall for someone from across the border; a stranger who becomes home, and that, in a land that may never fully accept us.

			As PA J. C. Du Toit would always say, “Life is too short be kind to all, regardless of their background, ethnicity or nationality. It’s all about being human. And most of all, love with all your heart.”
These words echo deeply in this book, because they speak to the very heart, telling of what it means to love courageously across lines drawn by others.

			This book was born out of silence…
The silence many foreign partners carry in their hearts while loving South Africans.
The silence at the dinner table when an in-law throws a comment too sharp to be ignored.
The silence in queues at Home Affairs.
The silence when your partner says nothing as friends call you a “passport hunter”.
The silence when your love is questioned not because of how you feel, but because of where you’re from.

			Here, you will read real stories.
You will meet men and women who gave everything for love and found joy, heartbreak—or both.
You’ll witness how cultural differences, systemic exclusion, xenophobic prejudice, and legal bureaucracy shape the everyday lives of foreign partners in South African relationships.

			But this book is not about bitterness.
It is about truth.
It is about healing.
And it is about hope.

			Because love across cultures is not a weakness; instead, it is a form of courage.
And this story deserves to be told.
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