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For Graduation

Brigit frowned as she checked her phone for the final grades. She’d worked so hard in her senior year to complete the studies for a business degree and anxiously waited for the results. While she studied hard and felt confident with the test, she struggled with a few of the problems. Unsure of how the professor planned to grade the final, she hoped if she missed the problems it wouldn’t count terribly against her.

Tammy and Brian approached, smiles stretched across their faces. “Finished and passed!” Tammy said.

“Brian?” Brigit asked as she turned to her friend.
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“Yes, ma’am! See?” Brian thrust her phone into Brigit’s face, his grade clearly revealing a big fat A. 


[image: image]


“Graduation here we come,” Tammy squealed as she jumped up and down.

But not Brigit. She frowned and restarted her phone thinking it may be a frozen app. “What’s wrong, sweets?” Brian asked as he placed his hand on Brigit’s shoulder.

She whipped around as her phone came back on. “I don’t know. My grades aren’t posting,” she said as she swiped her fingers over the screen and pulled up the University app again. The screen showed nothing under her name.

“Maybe the grades are rolling out in sections. Hey, Sharla, come here,” Tammy called to their friend who was walking near. “Have you received your grades yet?”

“Oh yes, over an hour ago,” Sharla said happily.

“Something's wrong then. Perhaps I made such a bad grade they didn’t post it,” Brigit said as she turned away from the happy celebrations of her friends.

“Hey, Brigit, wait up,” Tammy said as she jogged to catch up with her friend.

Brigit turned to her and glared. “I don’t have my grades, something’s wrong. What if I failed?”

“Hey, why are you brooding so? Go to your professor and find out. Easy,” Tammy said as she grinned.

Professor Jenkins sat behind his desk quietly pouring over papers from another class. He was a man in his forties, short and balding. He looked geeky and nerdish with the pocket protector guarding the white material of his button-up shirt. “Yes, Brigit, how can I help you?” the man asked as he grinned.

“Professor, I’m inquiring about my grade or lack thereof,” Brigit said.

“Oh yes, I see,” Professor Jenkins said as he typed on his computer and pulled up Brigit’s account. “Yes, right here. It appears you didn’t pay your tuition. So therefore, your grades are forfeited. I’m sorry, it’s the rules of the University.”

“What? I paid my tuition months ago.”

“No, it appears you didn’t.”

“I did. I sat down at the library and filled out the payment info on Homecoming day.”

“Did you click to the final screen? And okay that screen? It’s a double confirmation. If you don’t, it won’t go through,” Professor Jenkins said.

Brigit frowned. “Oh no! When I paid I was late to the game. I bet I didn’t click to the final screen,” she said as she realized it was her fault. She did things in haste and now it cost her senior year.

“You can always take the year over and receive the grade again. You made a high mark,” he said.

Brigit sank down to the nearby desk and perched on the edge. All her dreams came crashing in around her as she had plans for the summer and plans for beyond. She’d already begun the process of sending out her transcripts with the caveat about pending college graduation just weeks away. One company promised a job upon graduation and she needed the degree to step into the job. Now that wasn’t coming true. Now she only had three years to show for all the hard work she’d poured into the past four years. Fat tears spring to her eyes as she looked up at Professor Jenkins.

“Please, sir, I thought I paid for the tuition. Why didn’t the University notify me of the error? Why did they sit on it?” Brigit threw the questions at the professor whose face skewed in confusion.

“Brigit, the University has a policy that allows for the students to prove their maturity, which includes taking care of the financial matters of paying tuition. The way they see it you’re not in high school any longer. They set up the path to success and either you follow it by following the directions or you don’t. Consequences are strict. You had the ability to pay the tuition. The University laid out the directions. You didn’t follow it. I believe they give a grace period, because they could see you had started the payment, but didn’t finish it. That’s why they didn’t come to you. Part of the directions say you will receive an email receipt to print. Did you?” 

Brigit shook her head, her voice gone. Despondent and scared, she sucked in a shaky breath. “Please, Professor. There must be something I can do. I’ll pay the tuition. I don’t want to take another year out of my life to repeat a year I’ve already finished. And finished quite well from what you revealed about my grade. What can I do? Who can I walk to about this?”

Professor Jenkins rubbed his chin. “Well, there’s the University board. They are the deciding factors in all things. I mean there’s no guarantee I can get you in with them, but...”

“Oh please, try!” Brigit bounced on the edge of the desk.

“Okay, let me see what I can do.” Professor Jenkins dismissed Brigit with the promise of being in touch as soon as he knew something.

The following morning, Brigit received the call from the Professor. She walked up the hall to the grand board room, expecting to see a mixture of people in whom to plead her case. But when she walked in she was taken aback by the five sitting on the other side of the table. All were men, handsome, sexy, and completely taking her off guard. She smiled as she changed her stance from scared college girl to one with self-assurance as she swayed her hips when she approached the table.

“Have a seat, Brigit. I’m Jack Stanton,” Jack said as he waved to the chair in front of him. He was tall with salt and pepper hair, a chiseled jaw and clean-shaven face. His dark blue eyes peered at her.

“Les Johnson,” Les said. He had green eyes and wavy auburn hair. He obviously worked out, his face sported a goatee and mustache. 
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“Frank Belk,” Frank said. Frank had neatly combed blonde hair. He had flawless creamy complexion to go with his ripped physique.

“Forest Swanson,” Forest said. His coal black hair had dots of grey peppered in, his face needed a shave, yet he was handsome.

“Herman Phelps,” Herman said. He was the oldest of the men, looking about mid-forties with greying wavy hair. His goatee and mustache had remnants of dark brown with mostly grey. But he was handsome with a youthful face and hazel eyes.

“Thank you for meeting with me,” Brigit said as she smiled brightly at the five men who took her quite by surprise. Each one focused on her. She glanced down to make note she had her silk blouse unbuttoned to the top of her bra. It was how she normally wore her clothing, and right now she wanted to accentuate her best assets. 

“It seems you made an admin error in paying your tuition. We believe Professor Jenkins explained why we give such freedom to our students.  It’s part of your education for you to take responsibility. In real life you won’t have people sending you reminders to pay your bills and conduct yourself accordingly,” Frank said.

“I know sir. I fully admit it was my fault. But honestly, had I realized I would have corrected it. My focus was on my grades and studies. If I could go back in time, I’d correct the error. It’s not like I don














































[image: image]




Starring in Her First
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Starring In Her Own Film
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