
Table of Contents

Needed Truth 2004

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD: 1. CHOSEN, PREPARED AND CALLED (EDWIN NEELY)

THE LAW OF THE LORD (1) (MARTIN ARCHIBALD)

FOCUS: DIVINE AND HUMAN SCRUTINY (GEORGE PRASHER)

GOD'S APPOINTMENTS CALENDAR: 1. TIMES WHEN GOD'S PEOPLE COME TOGETHER (BRIAN JOHNSTON)

THE TURTLEDOVE (JOHN JOHNSON)

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD 2. VICTORY THROUGH FAITH (GEOFF HYDON)

THE LAW OF THE LORD (2) (MARTIN ARCHIBALD)

FOCUS: QUAGMIRE IN IRAQ (GEORGE PRASHER)

GOD'S APPOINTMENTS CALENDAR 2. APPEARING BEFORE GOD (BRIAN JOHNSTON)

AN ORGANIC UNITY (DAVID HYLAND)

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD: 3. FACE TO FACE (KEITH DORRICOTT)

THE LAW OF THE LORD (3) (MARTIN ARCHIBALD)

FOCUS: ISRAEL'S 'FENCE' GEORGE PRASHER, MANCHESTER, ENGLAND

GOD'S APPOINTMENTS CALENDAR: 3. GOD'S APPOINTMENTS (BRIAN JOHNSTON)

THE LAMP OF THE BODY (ERIC WILLIS)

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD: 4. UNDER DEPRESSIVE STRESS (JOHN TERRELL)

THE LAW OF THE LORD (4) (MARTIN ARCHIBALD)

FOCUS: BAN ON HIJAB AND YARMULKE (GEORGE PRASHER)

GOD'S APPOINTMENTS CALENDAR: 4. A SET PLACE (BRIAN JOHNSTON)

THE SENDING FORTH: (1) OF THE SON OF GOD (DAVID HYLAND)

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD: 5. SELF-DENYING LOVE FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD (JOHN ARCHIBALD)

THE LAW OF THE LORD: (5) (MARTIN ARCHIBALD)

FOCUS: EXTENDED TERRORISM (GEORGE PRASHER)

GOD'S APPOINTMENTS CALENDAR: 5. PRIESTLY WORK (BRIAN JOHNSTON)

THE SENDING FORTH: (2) OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (DAVID HYLAND)

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD: 6. COPING WITH JEALOUSY (ALAN TOMS)

THE LAW OF THE LORD (6) (MARTIN ARCHIBALD)

FOCUS: TEMPLE MOUNT FAITHFULS (GEORGE PRASHER)

GOD'S APPOINTMENTS CALENDAR: 6. ENTERING GOD'S REST (BRIAN JOHNSTON)

THE SUFFERING MESSIAH (JACK MCLLVENNA)

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD: 7. SHARING RESPONSIBILITY (PETER HICKLING)

THE LAW OF THE LORD (7) (MARTIN ARCHIBALD)

FOCUS: THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST (GEORGE PRASHER)

GOD'S APPOINTMENTS CALENDAR: 7. GLADNESS & SADNESS (BRIAN JOHNSTON)

URIM AND THUMMIM (BRIAN FULLARTON)

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD: 8. FAITHFUL IN ALL GOD'S HOUSE (MARTIN ARCHIBALD)

'THEY CONTINUED STEDFASTLY' (WILLIAM WHITELAW)

FOCUS: FROM RIVULET TO BROADSTREAM (GEORGE PRASHER)

GOD'S APPOINTMENTS CALENDAR: 8. A TIME TO REMEMBER (BRIAN JOHNSTON)

THE BREATH OF GOD (GILBERT GRIERSON)

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD: 9. AN UNGUARDED MOMENT (DAVID VILES)

'THEY CONTINUED STEDFASTLY: 2. ... IN THE FELLOWSHIP' (WILLIAM WHITELAW)

FOCUS: EUROPEAN UNION ENLARGEMENT (GEORGE PRASHER)

NO AGEISM IN SERVICE (BRIAN FULLARTON)

THE JOY SET BEFORE HIM (DAVID HYLAND)

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD: 10. A VICTORIOUS CLIMAX (IAN PENN)

'THEY CONTINUED STEDFASTLY': 3. IN THE BREAKING OF BREAD (WILLIAM WHITELAW)

FOCUS: AMERICAN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION (GEORGE PRASHER)

FRUIT-BEARING (GILBERT GRIERSON)

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (JIM SEDDON)

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD: 11. A PROPHET OF PSALM AND SONG (CLIVE BISHOP)

'THEY CONTINUED STEDFASTLY:4. IN THE PRAYERS (WILLIAM WHITELAW)

FOCUS: TRAGEDY IN SUDAN (GEORGE PRASHER)

SERVING AS DEACONS (GREG NEELY)

DO NOT SLEEP (EMMANUEL BAYO)

Also By Hayes Press

About the Publisher


NEEDED TRUTH 2004 (VOLUME 111)

Copyright © Hayes Press 2018

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form, without the written permission of Hayes Press.

Published by:

HAYES PRESS Publisher, Resources & Media,

The Barn, Flaxlands

Royal Wootton Bassett

Swindon, SN4 8DY

United Kingdom

www.hayespress.org

Scripture quotations marked RV are from the Revised Version Bible (1885, Public Domain).  Scriptures marked NKJV are from the HOLY BIBLE, the New King James Version® (NKJV®). Copyright © 1982 Thomas Nelson, Inc.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scriptures marked NIV are from the New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Scriptures marked NASB are from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission (www.Lockman.org).  Scripture quotations marked ESV are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD: 1. CHOSEN, PREPARED AND CALLED (EDWIN NEELY)
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Moses, the seventh from Abraham, was the son of Amram and Jochebed,1 Amram being the grandson of Levi. He was the third of three children, all of whom would be used together to lead the people of God.2 From birth his life was in jeopardy by human standards, beginning with the threat of a Nile grave by the edict of a wicked Pharaoh. However, the whole tribe of Levi had been chosen by God for priestly service within His house.3 Moses had been chosen not only as their leader, but as the leader of all the people,4 and there was not a force in this world or any other that could undermine God's sovereignty. Ironically enough, through the direction of God, Moses knew the protection of the king and the luxury of his palace. 

Even his mother was paid to care for him and teach him, all this through the moving of the tender heart of the princess, the daughter of the wicked Pharaoh.5 God is absolute in His sovereignty. None can stay His hand or question His wisdom. But within the parameters of His overall purposes He makes room for the operation of the human will of the men and women involved and receives praise and glory through their faithfulness. Those who are chosen by God might have to endure hardship and threats, may know what it is to be lonely or despised, but God's chosen ones will be protected so as to fulfil their calling - in Moses' day or in ours.

God prepares those whom He has chosen for the service that He has appointed, and Moses was no exception. He was educated in all the protocol of the royal palace, a knowledge that would no doubt benefit him one day, but he was also educated in all the learning of Egypt,6 and some of that he must unlearn. Forty years in the wilderness in all the hardships of the desert would enhance his dependence upon the God he would serve, and even the strength and authority that he wielded there he must surrender completely to the One in whom rests all authority, all power. The arm that slew the offending Egyptian7 must be seen to be undependable in its own strength and God caused momentary leprosy and rejuvenation under a new power.8 With a rod he had fearlessly met the threats of the desert with his flock, but even that rod would become useless and fearful before him as a menacing serpent, though taken again contrary to nature, for he grasped it by the tail, a thing he would know not to do,9 for a sudden writhing of the beast would bring poisonous fangs home with deadly accuracy. 

Moses would learn to trust without question if he were to wield the rod of God among His people. His shoes, the sign of his authority, must be laid aside in appreciation of the holiness10 of the One who dwelt in the thorn bush11 Even his family over which he ruled as head would be for a time taken from him so that he might really rely on the presence of his God. Moses, learning the lessons, would one day walk where no man had ever yet dared to walk, unique in his leadership, speaking to the God of glory face to face.12 The lessons of unlearning, learning, surrender and submission must be learnt by all who would come into the presence of God in holy array!

When the right time came, Moses, who must have put from his mind the conviction that he had once cherished, that he would be a deliverer of his people,13 was called by God to be just that. It was not by his own might or knowledge, but by humility, obedience, and in the assurance of the fullness of the presence of the I AM, in whom was all knowledge and authority.

It is notable that the presence of the great I AM should dwell in a thorn bush and speak from it. Thorns were associated with something so altogether contrary to the holiness of God.14 But that same deity would one day take on himself the form of one under the same curse of sin, though He Himself was sinless, and would wear a crown of thorns upon His peerless brov. And from there God speaks today,15 so that we who are chosen and in measure prepared, might meet a further preparation and calling to the holiness and appointed task of God, whether that be as a leader of God's people, or one joined hand in hand and one in purpose16 with those so called as were Miriam and Aaron.

I suppose Moses asked his question out of some humility and feeling of unworthiness, "Who am I?"17 But it was the wrong question. The important one followed, "Who are You?"18 And in the answer to that, that the self-existent and eternal I AM was the One in command, all the difference lies.  Natural reticence can be a demonstration of honest humility, but not when it stands contrary to the commandment of God. Unwillingness to speak out might be born of shyness, but it must not countermand the authority of the One who made man's mouth. On Moses' part, the faith that had brought him thus far must grow to surpass the threats of seas and armies, wilderness and wilfulness, until seemingly lonely and alone he must ascend Pisgah, unable to accompany his people to even greater victory, unaware that what he was suffering was the target of cosmic interest.19

What do we learn from all this? What are the lessons that we can apply today right where we live in our own circumstances? The God who made choices before the earth was framed that we should be His bondservants and share His glory,20 who has promised His presence through any wilderness experience,21 also wants to prepare us and call us to great things for Himself. Anything commanded by and fulfilled for Him is a great thing - good works afore prepared that we should walk in them.22 But first must come an emptying of self, a relying on Him whom we see though invisible,23 and a determination to follow to the letter the commandments that He has laid down for us in His Word.

Doing that, we can have the expectation of powers wrought powerless,24 of deliverances thought impossible,25 of seas melting away before us, and of mountains scaled and rescaled, bringing us closer into the purpose and presence of God. Moses was one day drawn from the waters of judgement and made to stand in the very presence of the God of glory! Can we see ourselves in this as those chosen, prepared and called? Christian, today you can exult in the addition of 'justified' and 'glorified'!26

1) Num.26:59 2) Mic.6:4; Num.12:3,6-8 3) Deut.21:5 4) Ex.3:14 5) Ex.2:6-10 6) Acts 7:22 7) Acts 7:24 8) Ex.4:6,7 9) Ex.4:4 10) Ex.3:5-11) Acts 7:35 NASB 12) Deut.4:10; Num.12:8 13) Acts 7:25 14) Gen.3:13-15) Heb.1:2 16) Heb.13:17 17) Ex.3:11 18) Ex.3:13 19) Jude v9 20) Eph.1:4; Col.3:4 21) Matt.28:20 22) Eph.2:10 23) Heb.11:27 24) Eph.6:132 25)  Acts 12:6-12 26) Rom.8:30
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THE LAW OF THE LORD (1) (MARTIN ARCHIBALD)
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The first speech in 'The Penguin Book of Historic Speeches' is Deut.5 - Moses' second statement of the ten chief laws of God for His holy nation. Soon after comes Matt.5-7, the first recorded address by Jesus to the Israel of His time. The editor, Brian McCarthy, was a co-editor of 'The [London] Times', and says in his introduction:  "The speeches of Moses and Jesus of Nazareth to their followers are still inspiring men and women to lead lives based on a moral code and still, today, changing the course of history.”

What the Lord said about the Law

When the carpenter from Nazareth spoke to the people from the towns and villages of Galilee, they were waiting to see what He would say about the Law of Moses, because for over a thousand years the Law given from Mount Sinai had been their national guide, for the State and for their daily lives. We can taste some of their wonder and excitement from the reaction of a Jewess like Helen Shapiro, the singer, when she read the New Testament for the first time, and found the first book was written by a Jew for Jewish people. She was amazed that the despised Jesus knew and loved the Law of Moses, and drew out its true spirit and life.

Here is what Jesus said that day, to the crowds on the hillside, above the lake:

"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfil. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass away from the Law till all is fulfilled ... whoever does and teaches them he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven" (Matt.5:17-19) .

But He also said in Lk.16:16 (NIV), "The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John ..." So some parts of the Law were overtaken by the leaching of John and of Christ. An obvious part was the system of sacrifices of animals and crops. But the Lord upheld the principles of man's relationship to God, and of men to each other, and they are still a valuable guide for us. Let's read another comment by Jesus on the Old Testament law: "Every scribe instructed concerning the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old." (Matt.13:52) 

That is, a teacher of the Law who received the teaching of Christ would be able to bring from those old truths fresh applications enlightened by the Lord Himself. It follows also that if you and I are disciples of Christ and study the Law, we will be helped by the Holy Spirit to find in it treasures relevant to our service today. Later Paul adds: The Law was our tutor to bring us to Christ (Gal.3:24)  - like a trusted Roman servant put in charge of the heir of the family, responsible for seeing him to school. And to Timothy: From childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Jesus Christ. (2 Tim.3:15).

The Law as a message for today

So the early part of our Bible has a lot to teach us in learning the 'law of Christ'. The books of Moses proclaim the character of God: His love and truth, in the same proportions as the New Testament. It's only hearsay that thinks the God of the Old Testament is harsh and unloving. From the Law we also learn the standard of God's holiness, and the reverence we need to practise more: Israelites daren't slouch in His presence. And our God is still a consuming fire (Heb.12:29; cf. 1 Cor.11:27-30). The lover of the Law who composed Ps.119 said, Great peace have those who love Your law, And nothing causes them to stumble (Ps.119:165). We will stumble if we only choose the passages that please us: we need to be as thorough as that poet.
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FOCUS: DIVINE AND HUMAN SCRUTINY (GEORGE PRASHER)
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Self-Scrutiny

New Year is for many people a time to take stock, review one's weaknesses, resolve improvements and set worthwhile goals: a process of self-scrutiny. Our English word scrutiny may be defined as 'a critical gaze' or 'a close investigation or examination of details'. Apparently it derives from the Latin word 'scutari', originally used of rag-collectors searching among the rubbish. Perhaps our own self-scrutiny sometimes calls for the equivalent of discarding accumulated rubbish?  Certainly Scripture enjoins on us the need for regular self-scrutiny, not only at New Year. As for example in Lam.3:40: Let us search out and examine our ways, And turn back to the LORD; or as the apostle Paul exhorted the Corinthians: let a man examine himself, and... eat of the bread and drink of the cup (1 Cor.11:28).

Identification scrutiny

From an entirely different perspective, technology to scrutinize a person's identity has been progressively developed in recent years. How often these days we hear of reopened criminal investigations where DNA matching has provided new and conclusive evidence! We've long been accustomed to the use of fingerprints, but has familiarity made us cease to marvel at the fact of a distinctive pattern for every individual? How awesome the Creator's wisdom and skill to design such intricate detail! Similarly with the more recently developed iris scan. 'The 266 elements in each iris (the coloured part of the eye) can be quickly and easily scanned. No two irises are the same, even those of identical twins'. Another identification tool is known as facial recognition technology, which uses face scans to measure features that do not alter, such as distance between the eyes.

Political argument has surrounded proposals to require everyone to carry a personal hi-tech identity card, which would incorporate a computer chip storing 'biometric' data derived from such technologies. It is recognized that a quick, reliable means of confirming a person's true identity would be a great asset in thwarting criminal or terrorist activity. Those opposing the idea stress possible effects on personal civil liberties, fearing the thin end of a wedge to bring about a Big Brother State. These issues are being thrashed out in the United States and several European countries, with the possibility of significant developments within the next few years.

From a Christian viewpoint the widespread introduction of hi-tech personal identity cards may validly be seen as a trend towards Antichrist's end-time grip on millions who will be brought under his control. Some have speculated that the mark of the beast may perhaps be imposed by means of a computer chip implanted in hand or forehead (Rev.13:16,17). The technology for such implants is already available: it remains to be seen whether it will be relevant to the end-time prediction.

Divine scrutiny

Scripture attests the amazing fact that The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good (Prov.15:3). Nor does He see as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart (1 Sam.16:7). In   Ps.139 David graphically describes the awesome intimacy of God's perception of his daily life:

O LORD, You have searched me and known me.

You know my sitting down and my rising up;

You understand my thought afar off ...

For there is not a word on my tongue,

But behold, O LORD, You know it altogether. ...

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me (Ps.139:1-2,4,6).

That knowledge is too wonderful for us also, beyond our capacity of mind fully to comprehend. Yet in our New Year contemplation the reminder of our heavenly Father's daily scrutiny may both comfort and restrain us. The restraining thought of His eye always upon us will heighten our sensitivity to sin. At the same time we'll find great comfort in the reminder that He knows all the details of our personal circumstances. Let us open our hearts afresh to Him in the spirit of David's admirable prayer (Ps.139:23,24) : Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my anxieties; And see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
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GOD'S APPOINTMENTS CALENDAR: 1. TIMES WHEN GOD'S PEOPLE COME TOGETHER (BRIAN JOHNSTON)
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I was looking at my year planner to browse through my appointments, when it struck me that God once had a 'year planner'. In the Old Testament, He had a timetable for the Israelites who were then His people. Spring and autumn were the busiest periods in God's calendar because His appointments with them were tied into their times of harvest. The Israelite people were a farming community. Having successful harvests was a survival issue for them year on year. So these were very natural occasions to celebrate God's providential care.

God marked out three times in His people's diary. He said: "Three times a year you are to celebrate a festival to me" (Ex.23:14 NIV). Those times corresponded to the annual barley, wheat and grape harvests. On these three separate occasions in their calendar year seven quite distinct celebrations occurred while the people were gathered together. One of the words (Hebrew: mo'ed) the Bible uses in connection with them basically means 'an appointment'. They were appointments which God set up; times when His people would gather together to worship Him.

As we look for features of the celebrations which are still relevant to us as we serve God, we focus first on the most basic feature of these celebratory feasts: they were times when the people came together as God's people. They were 'The LORD's appointed times which you shall proclaim as holy convocations' (Lev.23:1,2 NASB) or as 'sacred assemblies' (NIV). We really can't help noticing that the feasts were not designed to be celebrated by individuals; they were something God's people did all together. The whole point of God setting up these annual appointments was that they involved His people coming together before Him as a worshipping, celebrating people.

Some things don't change - especially when we find them as principles in the Word of God. God also intended that those whom He recognized as His people in the New Testament should come together. Through His apostles, God made appointments for them to do just that - as He had done in the Old Testament through Moses. For example, Paul wrote to the Corinthians: On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money (1 Cor.16:2 NIV). This matter of regular church collections coincided, of course, with the time each week when they came together by the Lord's command to remember him in the breaking of the bread - as the Bible simply and beautifully called the worship meeting of the churches.

When the people in the church in Corinth came together at these set times, Paul was critical of some of their behaviour. I do not praise you, since you come together not for the better but for the worse. For first of all, when you come together as a church ('en ekklesia'), I hear that there are divisions among you (1 Cor.11:17,18).  Notice Paul's expression when you come together as a church. This seems to be a direct parallel with those times each year in the spring and autumn when God used to call His people to come together. In the New Testament, it's a weekly (Acts 20:7), not an annual, gathering that the Lord has laid down in His Word. This wasn't only the case at Corinth. The apostle Paul clearly spoke about the same customs being the practice of all the churches of God.

The Church of God at Corinth, was, of course, simply made up of believers on the Lord Jesus Christ who had been called by God through the Gospel, and called together to worship, pray and Witness for Him in that locality. Nowadays, it's usual to associate the word 'church' with buildings serving as places of worship; but that's not the Bible idea. Paul addressed himself to the church, that is, to the disciples there. At any time, Monday to Saturday, wherever they were throughout the city, each of those disciples belonged to the Church of God at Corinth. But on each first day of the week, the church all came together as a church. That's the force of the expression 'en ekklesia' - one which Paul uses no less than four times in as many chapters (1 Cor.11-14).

So, from our introduction to those special appointments God made in the Old Testament we underline the relevance of our coming together as a church before God. God's year planner has now become a weekly planner, and there's something really special to God in our doing exactly as he asks.
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THE TURTLEDOVE (JOHN JOHNSON)
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There are about fifteen references in the Scriptures to the dove or the turtledove. Most of these have teaching for us as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. In this article we consider three of the references.

1. The dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot (Gen.8:9) 

The dove is first referred to here. Noah had sent out from himself a dove, to see if the waters had receded from the face of the ground. But the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot (Gen.8:8,9). Does this not cause us to think of the day when the Lord Jesus came up out of the Jordan after his baptism? And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him (Lk.3:22). Here at last after 4,000 years, the Holy Spirit had found a Man in whom He could rest undisturbed by sin. Here was a Man with a clean heart who, for thirty years, had lived a holy and righteous life in Nazareth despite its apparent reputation for unrighteousness (Jn 1:46). God requires us to be holy, 'You shall therefore be holy for I am holy' (Lev.11:45), and commands us to be separate from the world as necessary to being holy, but in various ways we become defiled and are exhorted to cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God (2 Cor.7:1).

2. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves (Matt.10:16) 

The Lord whom we follow was not only holy, He was harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners (Heb.7:26). His harmless character was seen in that He when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously (1 Pet.2:23). Verses 19 to 21 of the same chapter are relevant to us as disciples: For this is commendable, if because of conscience towards God one endures grief suffering wrongfully. For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps. We are to follow His steps - not in His steps - that we could never do. He has left us an example to follow.

3. He shall bring his offering of turtledoves (Lev.1:14) 

'And if the burnt sacrifice of his offering to the LORD is of birds, then he shall bring his offering of turtledoves or young pigeons. The priest shall bring it to the altar, wring off its head, and burn it on the altar; its blood shall be drained out at the side of the altar. And he shall remove its crop with its feathers and cast it beside the altar on the east side, into the place for ashes. Then he shall split it at its wings, but shall not divide it completely; and the priest shall burn it on the altar, on the wood that is on the fire. It is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD' (Lev.1:14-17). 

Each of the animals offered as a burnt offering is a type of Christ and the turtledove has its own special teaching relevant to the sacrifice of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God (Heb.9:14). The feathers were taken away and cast in the place of the ashes. The feathers are the glory of the dove; to be stripped of its feathers makes it a creature of derision. Ps.68 speaks of the beauty of the dove referring to the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold (Ps.68:13). Speaking figuratively, Christ the dove-like Man, was stripped of His feathers. Men made a mockery of the beautiful words of grace that He spoke and the kind deeds He performed. They made Him a laughing stock! He, the gentle dove­like Man, did not reply unless it be, "Father, forgive them ...”

'Himself He cannot save'

The wings were the turtledove's means of escape from danger. David said, Fearfulness and trembling have come upon me, and horror has overwhelmed me. So I said, "Oh, that I had wings like a dove! I would fly away and be at rest" (Ps.55:5,6). When the priest carried out the instruction to split it at its wings we are looking at a dove that had lost its power to escape. But the dove speaks of Christ who did have the power to escape suffering prior to and on the Cross.” Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels?" (Matt.26:53). He did not invoke deliverance from suffering. The chief priests, scribes and elders spoke truly when they mockingly said, "He saved others; Himself He cannot save" (Matt.27:42); as the hymn writer fittingly expressed it:

Himself He could not save, Love's stream too deeply flowed.

In His prayer in Gethsemane the Lord prayed three times "... not My will, but Yours, be done" (Lk.22:42). He chose not to escape the sufferings of Golgotha. The Son of God loved each one of us so much that He gave Himself up for you and me. God entreats us through Paul: I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God (Rom.12:1,2).

How awesome to think that the great, eternal, thrice-holy God through Paul beseeches us! He will also help us to take this step of presenting our bodies for He knows that it can only be done 
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