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  You can browse through the Back-Matter in this eBook to discover how Ransom Press International and its partner ministries are reaching the lost and impoverished souls of this world through their Bible and Christian literature campaigns, Christian radio broadcasts, Christian motion pictures, preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ (in person, podcasts and YouTube), providing clean drinking water for remote communities, and much more.


  The Holy Spirit and Christian Maturity


  At Ransom Press International we embrace the ministry of the Holy Spirit as essential to Christian maturity, and paramount to living a life victorious over sin, the world, and the devil. Unless we are directed by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit we have no hope of an inheritance with Christ, for all that are led by the Spirit of God, the same are sons of God (Romans 8).


  As joint-heirs with Christ, we may receive of the Father’s pleasure and promise, everything that Christ has received, including the anointing of the Holy Spirit. And by the Spirit we have gifts and ministry, yet these bear fruit through us in step with our desire to do things God’s way, and not our own. Because of this, we see differences in gifts and ministry among the sons of God, for all come to maturity in their own time and according to their willingness to bear the cross of Christ. For this same reason we would not assume all manifest the same power and anointing, over a given course of time, yet we do expect that all will reach maturity with a powerful anointing.


  It is with this in mind that our ministry focuses on preaching Christ at every level of belief and faith, being long-suffering with those who mature slowly, yet keeping pace to meet the need of those progressing from hearing to seeing by the Spirit. We do not favor groups or denominations, one over another, nor do we produce Christian materials that promote any belief system other than the cross of Christ and all that is accomplished by it. We recognize the Holy Spirit as our sole covering and, therefore, our allegiance is not to men nor organizations. However, we are ready and willing to cooperate with men and organizations where, by the Spirit, the same are ministering with pure hearts and clean hands. To preach the cross of Christ and accomplish the work of God to save souls from among all men—especially those who seem unlikely candidates for the kingdom of God.


  At Ransom Press International our ultimate mission is for the perfecting of the saints in the work of the ministry, unto the edifying of the body of the Christ until we all come forth in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the coming of age of the Christ: That we no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, by which they lie in wait to deceive, but following the truth in charity, let us grow up into him in all things, who is the head, the Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and well tied together among itself by the nourishment that every connecting bond supplies, by the operation of each member according to measure they have received, making increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in charity (Ephesians 4:12–16).
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  Foreword


  In this most recent book, Russell Stendal places less emphasis on the prophetic and is more focused on victorious Christian living. However, the reader may find that the author’s help causes them to redefine what “victorious” means. This is largely because many Christians, myself included, were taught that victory is evidenced by the absence of trials and difficulties. In reality (and remember, Jesus is a Christian’s reality), nothing could be further from the truth. Throughout this book, Russell assists us in seeing why this is so.


  This revelation, however, does not come from Russell changing the definition of victory but in helping us clearly understand what Paul is saying to the Corinthians and to Timothy about living according to the flesh. Since there is no point in repeating Russell’s words, here is a spoiler from chapter 26:


  Those who walk according to the flesh while claiming to be Christians seem to think everyone else is the same. Because they are not experiencing victory, they believe a victorious Christian life is virtually impossible even though they teach and preach about the past heroes of the faith. There are many today calling themselves followers of Jesus Christ who believe it is not even possible to follow in the footsteps of the victorious Christians who have gone on before.


  As harsh as this statement may sound, I want to encourage the potential reader by pointing out that Russell does not get caught up in the intricacies of the issues the Corinthians and Timothy were facing. Instead, he enables us to comprehend Paul’s intentions and the surrounding context. Thereby, he alleviates much of the controversy the modern church has experienced when approaching the books of Corinthians and Timothy.


  With a distinctive expectation of what victorious Christian living truly is about, the reader may well come away from this book with a whole new perspective. In fact, they may find they are indeed living in victory or are closer to it than they ever realized.


   


  Estevan Duolos, digital publishing engineer,


  Ransom Press International




  


    


  Introduction


  The first letter of the apostle Paul to the Corinthians, and to all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,[1] has direct bearing on all of us today. It contains a clear presentation of the gospel with many secrets for victorious Christian living mixed with stunning prophetic revelation regarding the imminent day of the Lord. This book is addressed to a congregation of immature, carnal, baby Christians in need of “milk” because they could not digest “strong food.”


  Nevertheless, for those with God-given understanding, some of the material contained in the letters to the Corinthians is definitely in the category of solid food, depending on the level of comprehension of each individual regarding the prophetic time in which we are now living. The ability to understand the depth of this message does not directly depend on things such as how often you attend religious meetings, whether or not you tithe, whether or not you are “confirmed,” or even whether or not you are baptized in water.


  I do not mean to infer that these details have no meaning. However, I do wish to point something out. If you have no personal bond with the Lord, if you are not hearing directly from him, and if the Spirit of God is not moving in your life and dominating your heart, there is no way you will be able to digest the strong, solid food that is essential if you are to come to spiritual maturity.


  There is a message that is only fully understood by revelation from the Spirit of God. Those without the Spirit cannot understand this message. Therefore, some understand the message, and some do not. Some people think they understand the message when they actually do not. It is surprising who understands and who does not. It is not according to what outward appearances might seem to indicate. I have received comments from little children confirming that God spoke to them through some of these messages.


  The Lord looks at our heart — if we have a heart for God — if we love the Lord our God above all else. This is our first priority, and our second is that we love our neighbor as ourselves.[2] How can we accomplish this? Only with help from God — with his life inside of us. If the life and love and glory of God is most important, then our own life will be less important.


  God’s Word was penetrating the Corinthian congregation, and there continue to be congregations like this today — maybe even yours. Many receive the Word with joy. These are wonderful surprises that the Lord has for those who are called to minister for him.


  Corinth means “those who are filled or satisfied.” Jesus said: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.[3] In Corinth, Paul found some people with hunger and thirst for righteousness amid a culture with very loose morals. Corinth was an extremely prosperous city in Greece. Corinthians had a reputation for disregarding established rules and standards and for being unrestrained. They were known for wasting time and energy on frivolities and for indulging in pleasure to excess. They loved luxury. Paul extensively addressed the serious problems of idolatry and the accompanying fornication. Even many years later, to call someone a “Corinthian” was to imply a “rich man about town.” Corinthian art and architecture were known for being elaborate and graceful.[4]


  During great opposition and persecution, Paul entered into a certain man’s house, named Titus the Just, one that feared God, whose house was next to the synagogue. And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized. Then the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, Do not be afraid, but speak and do not be silent, for I am with thee, and no one shall be able to hurt thee, for I have many people in this city. And he continued there a year and six months, teaching them the word of God (Acts 18:7–11).


  Even Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue of the Jews, received the message. In Corinth, it was different from many other places where Paul preached. Much of the time, he was thrown out of the synagogue — along with a remnant of Jews who believed — and then a congregation was formed outside the synagogue and included many Gentiles. In Corinth, many members of the synagogue formed part of a Christian congregation, and Paul continued to minister there for eighteen months.


  It is interesting that it was eighteen months and that the account is recorded in Acts chapter 18. In the Old Testament, the number eighteen is symbolic of the interim interval between childhood, ending at age twelve, and coming to maturity (same word as “perfection”) at age thirty.[5]


  The number eighteen describes the spiritual place of many today who are not little children but are not yet mature elders in the Word. Some congregations (or churches) are governed by “elders.” During the eighteen months Paul ministered in Corinth, he apparently did not see fit to appoint elders. (Years later, after the Corinthians had time to mature in the faith, he wrote to Timothy with instructions regarding how to discern elders.) However, it is clear Paul desired for all believers to come to maturity in Christ because this is necessary if we are to come into the fullness of our inheritance in Christ.


  God has many blessings for children and for young people, but in order to obtain the fullness of our inheritance and reign and rule with Christ, maturity (perfection) is required.


  Russell M. Stendal


  March 2022


  


  

    

      1	1 Corinthians 1:2


    


    

      2	Exodus 20:3; Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 22:37–40


    


    

      3	Matthew 5:6


    


    

      4	Merriam-Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, s.v. “Corinthian,” accessed April 13, 2022, https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/unabridged/Corinthian.


    


    

      5	Remember that Jesus began his ministry when he was about thirty (Luke 3:23).
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  Epistle to the Corinthians




  


    


  Chapter 1


  1 Corinthians 1


  1  Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes,[6] our brother,


  Paul is generally recognized as the author of this epistle, but there was a co-author of the following sixteen chapters of Scripture. His name was Sosthenes, the chief ruler of a synagogue in Achaia, also mentioned in Acts 18:17.


  2  unto the congregation[7] of God which is at Corinth, to those that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be holy, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:


  To be holy is to be set apart exclusively unto the Lord (to live his life and not our own). Those who are holy desire to be spiritually clean. They live to please God in all they say and do. This letter is also directed to us if we are sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy. It is for all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.


  3  Grace be unto you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.


  Grace is the power of God to change our hearts and transform our being so we desire to please him and do his will. Peace has to do with wellbeing, with absence of guilt. It is the opposite of disorder. Without being right with God, it is impossible to be at peace.[8]


  4  I thank my God always on your behalf for the grace of God which is given you in Christ Jesus,


  5  that in every thing ye are enriched in him in all word and in all knowledge,


  6  with which the testimony of the Christ was confirmed in you,


  7  so that ye lack nothing in any gift, waiting for the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ,


  8  who shall also confirm that ye shall remain unimpeachable unto the end, in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.


  Grace is when God does for us (and in us) what we cannot do for ourselves. Grace is given to us in Christ Jesus.[9] By his grace, God desires for us to be enriched in Christ in all word and in all knowledge.


  The testimony of the Christ[10] is to be confirmed in us so we lack nothing in any gift. Every genuine believer is waiting for the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will confirm that we remain unimpeachable (clean and holy) unto the end. To be enriched in him and to have the testimony of the Christ (of his presence within us) is confirmation that we are truly his. This is all tied to expectations for the day of our Lord Jesus Christ when he will return for a bride that is without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.[11] Therefore, the bride must prepare and make herself ready.[12]


  9  God is faithful, by whom ye were called into the fellowship[13] of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.


  Fellowship is unity in the bond of the Spirit. God, who is faithful, has called all of us into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. The only way to continue in harmony with Jesus and with those who are united with Jesus is to make sure our close relationship with him remains intact. When we are in fellowship with Jesus, he provides everything we need, and we place our lives and all that we have on the altar. To be joined with Jesus is to be under God the Father’s discipline and correction. The Father may intervene in our lives according to his good pleasure.


  10  Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among you, but that ye be perfect,[14] joined together in the same understanding and in the same perception.


  Sadly, there remain many divisions today among those who invoke the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is clear that all who claim to be Christians are not joined together in the same understanding and in the same perception. This was true among those who congregated in the synagogue at Corinth. They had begun under the old covenant, attempting to fulfill the demands of the law in their own strength. Then they believed the word preached by Paul regarding the new covenant of grace, which must be confirmed in every believer by the testimony of the Christ (by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit),[15] who brings unity and peace instead of strife, division, and contention.


  11  For it has been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by those of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.


  12  In other words, that each one of you says, I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ.


  It seems that after Paul left Corinth, it did not take long for factions to begin to form. What about today? Where there is division or sectarianism among believers, some are not discerning and obeying the voice of the Lord.


  13  Is the Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized into the name of Paul?


  14  I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius,


  15  lest any should say that ye were baptized into my name.


  16  And I baptized also the household of Stephanas; besides, I know not whether I baptized any other.


  17  For the Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross[16] of Christ should be made void.


  John the Baptist said, I indeed baptize you in water unto repentance, but he that comes after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear; he shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire.[17] Remember that John’s father, Zacharias, was a Levitical priest. According to the law, those who were unclean had to be ceremonially washed under priestly supervision.[18] Many people understood the baptism of John as necessary to prepare the way for Jesus Christ, the Messiah. 


  And all the people that heard him and the publicans justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John. But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized by him. (Luke 7:29–30)


  On the other hand, Paul writes that the Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel. Although, he clarifies that he did baptize a few people in Corinth, including Crispus, the main leader of the synagogue. The gospel Paul preached led people into being baptized by Jesus in the Holy Spirit and fire. Later, Paul wrote: There is one body and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism.[19]


  Water baptism is a beautiful symbol, but without the baptism that only Jesus can provide, we will be unable to live in victory over sin, over the flesh, over the world, and over the devil.


  18  For the word of the cross[20] is foolishness to those that perish, but unto us who are saved, it is the power of God.


  19  For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.[21]


  20  Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the philosopher of this world? Has not God made foolishness the wisdom of this world?


  21  For in the wisdom of God, since the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save those that believe.


  It is clear here that God uses the foolishness of preaching to save those who believe. Clergy can water baptize virtually anyone, but only the Lord Jesus Christ can baptize into the Holy Spirit and fire. This is linked to the word of the cross, and this is foolishness to those that perish. If we are to follow Jesus along the way of the cross, it will ultimately cost us our own life so that his life may come forth in us.[22]


  If the wisdom of the “wise” and “prudent” of this world could have brought its inhabitants into peace with God, then the humanistic institutions, universities, and seminaries would be full of the presence of God, and peace and harmony would be prevalent around the globe. God rejects those who are proud and arrogant so that they fail to understand his plan and purpose.


  22  For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom,


  23  but we preach Christ crucified,[23] unto the Jews a stumblingblock and unto the Gentiles foolishness;


  24  but unto those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God, and the wisdom of God.


  25  For that which is foolish of God is wiser than men, and that which is weak of God is stronger than men.


  Jesus Christ, the Messiah, died for us so that the Holy Spirit might be made available to every believer. This is how the power of God, and the wisdom of God, and the very life of Christ can flow in and through us, producing good fruit.


  But God increased the price of his charity toward us in that while we were yet sinners the Christ died for us. Then much more now justified in his blood, we shall be saved from wrath by him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled with God by the death of his Son, much more, now reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. (Romans 5:8–10)


  The resurrection of Jesus was a tremendous sign demonstrating the hidden wisdom of God. Satan and his minions, along with the “wise” of this world, never saw this coming.[24]


  26  For look upon your vocation, brothers, that ye are not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble,


  27  but rather God has chosen that which is the foolishness of the world to confound the wise, and God has chosen that which is the weakness of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty;


  28  and that which is vile of the world and that which is despised God has chosen, and things which are not, to bring to nought the things that are,


  29  that no flesh should glory in his presence.


  God chose the path of crucifixion to bring about our redemption. The world considered this to be vile and despised. According to the world, and even to the Sadducees, resurrection was (and many consider that it still is) among the things which are not. Yet God used it and will continue to use it to bring to nought the things that are. All the things esteemed by the world will soon pass away.


  On the other hand, those who follow Jesus along the way of the cross will eventually come into an eternal inheritance they can never lose. Those who insist on living according to the flesh need to bear in mind that God promises to make sure that no flesh should glory in his presence, and he will eventually require everyone to stand before him and give account.[25]


  30  But of him ye are reborn in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemption,


  31  that, according as it is written, He that glories, let him glory in the Lord.[26]


  If we have been born again into the family of God, we have the testimony of the Christ, which is the Holy Spirit. By the Spirit, we may mortify the deeds of the flesh and live.[27] Therefore, it is our due to give all the glory to the Lord.


  Let us pray:


  Heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for the grace you have given us. May we have clarity and discernment to reject the wisdom of the world. May we be enriched in Christ in all word and in all knowledge. May the testimony of the Christ be confirmed in us so we will not be lacking in any gift as we wait for the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ. May we remain unimpeachable unto the end. Amen.


  


  

    

      6	Sosthenes means “savior of your nation.”


    


    

      7	Gr. ekklesia — called out ones


    


    

      8	Isaiah 48:22; 57:21


    


    

      9	He that has the Son has life; and he that does not have the Son of God does not have life. (1 John 5:12)


    


    

      10	The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. (Revelation 19:10)


    


    

      11	Ephesians 5:27


    


    

      12	Revelation 19:7


    


    

      13	This is the third of fifteen references to fellowship in the Jubilee Bible translation.


    


    

      14	Jesus told his disciples: Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father who is in the heavens is perfect (Matthew 5:48).


    


    

      15	Romans 8:9


    


    

      16	Greek stauros — stake


    


    

      17	Matthew 3:11


    


    

      18	Exodus 30:18–21; Leviticus 8:6; 14:8


    


    

      19	Ephesians 4:4–5, emphasis added.


    


    

      20	Greek stauros — stake


    


    

      21	Isaiah 29:14


    


    

      22	Matthew 16:24; 10:38–39


    


    

      23	Greek, stauroo — hung on a stake


    


    

      24	Ephesians 3:10; Colossians 2:13–15


    


    

      25	Matthew 12:36


    


    

      26	Psalm 34:2; Isaiah 45:25


    


    

      27	Romans 8:13


    


  




  


    


  Chapter 2


  1 Corinthians 2


  1  And I, brothers, when I came to you, came not with puffed up speech or wisdom to declare unto you the testimony of God.


  2  For I judged not to know anything among you, except Jesus Christ and him crucified.


  3  And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.


  When Paul came to Corinth, the persecution was severe.[28] He was following Jesus along the way of the cross, and his message, though plain and simple, was dynamic and full of authority.


  4  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,


  5  that your faith should not be founded in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.


  Paul preached the clean word that God put in his heart, and powerful signs and wonders followed.[29]


  6  For we speak perfect wisdom of God, and not the wisdom of this age nor of the princes of this age, that come to nought,


  7  but we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God predestined before the ages unto our glory,


  8  which none of the princes of this age knew (for had they known it, they would never have crucified the Lord of glory).


  The wisdom of God is a mystery to the natural man. This is hidden wisdom that God predestined (or marked out the end result in advance) before the ages unto our glory. It is the life of Jesus Christ coming forth in us that is our hope of glory. This is the mystery which has been hid from the ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints.[30]


  9  But as it is written, That which eye has not seen nor ear heard neither has entered into the heart of man is that which God has prepared for those who love him.[31]


  10  But God has revealed this unto us by his Spirit, for the Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.


  The vast scope of our inheritance in Christ that God has prepared for those who love him is far beyond anything we can imagine. However, the Spirit of God can reveal this unto us. There are deep things of God that may only be revealed by his Spirit.


  If we are born again from above, and as we yield to the direction and prompting of the Holy Spirit, then we will begin to receive a revelation of our inheritance in Christ and of the deep things of God. Hearing and obeying God’s voice builds faith, and this will also increase hope in our hearts as we look forward to our Lord’s return. For in hope we are saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for what a man sees, he does not wait for.[32] For if our hope is deficient, it will be difficult for us to perceive God’s plans for us and others. When we lack revelation, this may hold us back from having sufficient faith to continue to deny ourselves and press on during times of trial and great difficulty.[33]


  11  For who among men knows the things of man, except the spirit of man which is in him? Even so no one has known the things of God, but the Spirit of God.


  12  Now we have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we might know the things that God has given us.


  If we do not have the Spirit of God residing and overflowing in our hearts, it will be impossible for us to truly know the things of God and the things that God has given us. The devil is the prince of this world, and the spirit of this world links to him. Those who attempt to use the things of God to obtain the things of this world will enter into serious deception. The things God has given us are to be used to grow in maturity and to reach and edify others if we desire to lay up heavenly, eternal treasure.


  13  Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teaches, but with doctrine of the Holy Spirit, jointly fitting spiritual things by spiritual means.


  14  But the natural man does not perceive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he understand them because they are spiritually discerned.


  15  But he that is spiritual discerns all things, yet he is discerned by no one.


  16  For who has known the understanding of the Lord? Who has instructed him? But we have the understanding of Christ.


  The natural man, who does not understand the things of God and thinks they are foolish, operates under the spirit of the world and, therefore, seeks the things of this world that will soon come to nothing. The things of the Spirit of God may not be discerned by carnal means. Those who are carnal are immature and must feed on “milk.” Those who are spiritual (those who yield to the Holy Spirit) can digest the “solid food” that is necessary to come to maturity (or perfection) in Christ. By the Spirit, those who are spiritual have the understanding of Christ.


  Let us pray:


  Dear heavenly Father, we ask that you might reveal to us the mystery contained in your hidden wisdom. Amen.


  


  

    

      28	Acts 18:6, 12–17


    


    

      29	Acts 14:3; Romans 15:17–21; 2 Corinthians 12:12; Hebrews 2:4


    


    

      30	Colossians 1:26–27


    


    

      31	Ezekiel 45:28


    


    

      32	Romans 8:24


    


    

      33	Romans 8:17


    


  




  


    


  Chapter 3


  1 Corinthians 3


  Paul and Sosthenes wrote this letter to a congregation of immature believers who, even though they faced many problems at the moment, had started out on a firm foundation.


  1  And I, brothers, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.


  2  I have fed you with milk, and not with solid food, for until now ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.


  Those who are spiritually immature must be fed with “milk” regardless of their physical age.


  3  For ye are carnal: for whereas there is among you envying and strife and divisions, are ye not carnal and walk as men?


  Envy, strife, and divisions among brethren are proof of carnality. They pertain to self-centeredness and humanism.


  Why were the Corinthians divided? Because many of them sought something for themselves to foment their own lives instead of the sacrificial life and love of Christ.


  4  For while one says, I am of Paul, and another, I am of Apollos, are ye not carnal?


  5  Who then is Paul? and who is Apollos? but servants by who ye believed, each one according to that which the Lord gave.


  6  I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.


  7  So then neither is he that plants anything, neither he that waters, but God that gives the increase.


  The goal of true ministers of the gospel is to join the people to Jesus Christ instead of to themselves and to watch with great vigilance that they remain joined to and focused on the Lord.


  9  For we are labourers together with God; ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.


  10  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another builds upon it. But let each one see how the building is built.


  11  For no one can lay another foundation than that laid, which is Jesus the Christ.


  Paul and Sosthenes were not building their own kingdom. They labored together with God. The Corinthian congregation is God’s husbandry (what God is cultivating). It is God’s building, even though Paul was given grace as a wise master builder to lay the foundation.


  12  Now if anyone builds upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble,


  13  the work of each one shall be made manifest, for the day shall declare it because it shall be revealed by fire; the work of each one, whatever sort it is, the fire shall put it to test.


  Gold, silver, and precious stones can withstand fire and are linked to the nature of God, redemption, and fruit of the Spirit.[34]


  14  If the work of anyone abides which he has built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.


  15  If anyone’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss, but he himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire.


  Paul is confident that he has set them on the proper foundation. Those who build upon this foundation are eligible for a reward if their work abides (if it passes the test). However, if someone’s work goes up in smoke because it turns out to have been in the category of wood, hay, and stubble, he shall suffer loss, but he himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire, provided he is building on the right foundation.


  16  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?


  17  If anyone defiles the temple of God, God shall destroy that one; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.


  It is one thing to have built on the proper foundation with wood, hay, and stubble. However, if anyone defiles the temple of God, God shall destroy that one. One way to defile the temple is to do abominable acts and encourage others to do the same.


  18  Let no one deceive himself. If any one among you seems to be wise in this age, let them become a fool that they may be wise.


  19  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He takes the wise in their own craftiness.


  20  And again, The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.


  Note that it is possible for someone who belongs to a Christian congregation to deceive themselves. This links to seeming to be wise in this age.


  21  Therefore let no one glory in men. For all things are yours;


  22  whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come, all are yours;


  23  and ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.


  All the true ministers of God — including Paul, Apollos, and Cephas (Simon Peter) — belong to the body of Christ.[35] So does the world, for we shall inherit all things in Christ.[36] The life of Christ, the death of the flesh, the things present, and the things to come are all ours because we belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.


  Let us pray:


  Heavenly Father, may we understand what it means to be on the only secure foundation so that we may be laborers together with you. Amen.


  


  

    

      34	Revelation 3:18; Malachi 3:17


    


    

      35	Ephesians 4:11–16


    


    

      36	Matthew 21:22; John 11:27; Revelation 21:7


    


  




  


    


  Chapter 4


  1 Corinthians 4


  1  Let us reckon men as ministers of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.


  2  Moreover, it is required in stewards that each one be found faithful.


  Ministers are servants, and stewards are administrators of that which is not theirs. Stewards must be honest and faithfully act in the best interests of the one they serve.


  3  But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by man’s judgment; I do not even judge my own self.


  4  For although I have nothing on my conscience, yet am I not hereby justified, but he that judges me is the Lord.


  Just because we believe we have nothing on our conscience does not automatically justify us, no matter what ministry we oversee. The Lord is the one who decides if his stewards are faithful.


  5  Therefore, judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts; and then shall each one have praise of God.


  Jesus specifically told his disciples: Judge not that ye be not judged. For with the judgment with which ye judge, ye shall be judged, and with the measure with which ye measure, ye shall be measured again.[37] It is particularly dangerous to judge the motives of someone else’s heart. When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the hidden things of darkness and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts. Then, each faithful steward will have praise of God.


  6  And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your sakes, that in us ye might not learn above that which is written, lest because of one, some of you become puffed up against others.


  7  For who makes thee to judge? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, what dost thou glory of, as if thou hadst not received it?


  None of us has anything we did not receive from God. Therefore, a humble, thankful attitude is in order.


  8  Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye reign as kings without us, and I wish ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.


  9  For I think that God has set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death; for we are made a spectacle unto the world and to angels and to men.


  Some apparently thought that success regarding the riches of this world was a sign God favored them more than apostles like Paul, who did not attempt to set up his own kingdom, control others, or seek financial rewards. For Paul, the way of the cross meant he was appointed to death and made a spectacle unto the world and to angels and to men. Paul and Sosthenes do not seem to mind if the Corinthians are rich and reign like kings. In fact, they wish they were with them. However, in this case, the real problem is that riches helped produce arrogance and factions, giving entrance to the spirit of the world that is exactly the opposite of the Spirit of Christ.


  10  We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.


  11  Even unto this present hour we both hunger and thirst and are ill clad and are buffeted and have no certain dwelling place


  12  and labour, working with our own hands; being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it;


  13  being blasphemed, we intreat; we are made as the filth of this world and are the offscouring of all things unto this day.


  Paul’s success evangelizing Jews (such as the Corinthians) made the traditional Jewish authorities in Jerusalem wild. The word was now out that wherever someone might find Paul and his companions, that person should persecute and, if possible, kill them. Meanwhile, the believers in Corinth were living it up like kings.


  14  I do not write these things to shame you, but to warn you, as to my beloved sons.


  15  For though ye may have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet ye shall not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.


  16  Therefore, I beseech you that ye imitate me.


  Paul set a good example for others to follow. Now he pleads with the Corinthians to heed his warning while reminding them of their spiritual pedigree.


  17  For this cause I have sent Timothy unto you, who is my beloved son and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which are in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every congregation.


  Paul is sending Timothy to Corinth to bring the people into remembrance of Paul’s ways that are in Christ. Paul desires for the Corinthians to follow him as he follows Christ.


  18  Now some are puffed up as though I will never come to you.


  19  But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord wills, and will know not the words of those who are puffed up, but the virtue.


  20  For the kingdom of God is not in words, but in virtue.


  21  What will ye? Shall I come unto you with a rod or in charity and in the spirit of meekness?


  Those who are “puffed up” are full of words but lack virtue. They lack purity and power and godly character, even though they are rich in the things of this world. When Paul visits Corinth in the near future, he will know not the words of those who are puffed up, but the virtue. The words of puffed up people will not impress him because he is looking for virtue. Their character will determine whether Paul comes to them with a rod or in charity and in the spirit of meekness.


  Let us pray:


  Dear Lord Jesus, I pray you will find us filled
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