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​A Modern Investigation into Lancashire's Darkest Trial

By Simon C. Lowe



​COPYRIGHT PAGE

Copyright © 2026 by Simon C. Lowe

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

​DISCLAIMER

This book is a work of historical nonfiction. The author has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the historical information presented. However, historical records from the early 17th century are incomplete and sometimes contradictory. Where historical sources are ambiguous, the author has attempted to present multiple interpretations and acknowledge uncertainty.

The paranormal investigations and reports discussed in this book are presented for informational purposes. The author does not claim that paranormal phenomena have been scientifically proven. Readers should approach these accounts with appropriate skepticism and critical thinking.

​CONTENT WARNING

This book discusses:


-  Execution and capital punishment

-  Psychological trauma and abuse

-  Coercion and false confession

-  Child testimony in traumatic circumstances

-  Historical injustice and systemic failure
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​CHAPTER 1: THE EXECUTION & THE CENTRAL MYSTERY

​What Really Happened on August 20, 1612?

​INTRODUCTION: THE HILL REMEMBERS

I first saw Pendle Hill on a grey March morning, driving through Lancashire on a road that seemed to wind backward through time. The hill rose suddenly from the flat moorland—not dramatic, not towering, but present. Watching. The kind of landscape that doesn't announce itself; it simply is, and you realize you've been driving toward it for miles without knowing it.

I pulled over at a lay-by near the village of Barley and got out. The wind was cold, carrying the smell of wet earth and something else—something older. The hill was bare, treeless, its slopes dark with heather and stone. On a day like this, I understood why people had seen witches here. Not because witches are real, but because the human mind is desperate to explain the inexplicable. And Pendle Hill, in the grey light of a Lancashire morning, is inexplicable.

I had come to investigate a mystery that was 414 years old. But as I stood there, watching the mist move across the slopes, I realized the mystery wasn't old at all. It was alive. It was still asking questions.



​Part I: The Gallows at Lancaster

August 20, 1612. Lancaster Castle.

Ten people stood on the gallows. Not witches—not yet, not officially. They were simply accused. But in the eyes of the crowd, they were already condemned. The rope was already around their necks.

The crowd was enormous. Thousands had gathered. Farmers, merchants, clergy, nobility. They had come from across Lancashire and Yorkshire to witness justice. Or perhaps they had come to witness something else: the confirmation that evil was real, that it could be seen, that it could be hanged.

The magistrate who had orchestrated this moment was not present. Roger Nowell, the Justice of the Peace who had investigated the case, who had examined the accused, who had decided their fate, was not at the gallows. He was at home in Read Hall, a few miles away, secure in the knowledge that his work was done.

The condemned were read their names:

Anne Whittle (Old Chattox), seventy-eight years old. Accused of bewitching Robert Nutter to death.

Anne Redferne, her daughter, forty-five years old. Accused of the same.

Alizon Device, eighteen years old. Accused of bewitching John Law, a peddler.

James Device, Alizon's brother, sixteen years old. Accused of witchcraft.

Elizabeth Device, their mother. Accused of witchcraft.

Jane Bulcock, accused of witchcraft.

John Bulcock, accused of witchcraft.

Alice Nutter, accused of witchcraft.

Katherine Hewitt, accused of witchcraft.

Isabel Robey, accused of witchcraft.

Ten names. Ten ropes. One question that would echo through the centuries: Did they deserve to die?

The crowd fell silent. The minister said a prayer. The condemned were asked if they had anything to say. Some wept. Some prayed. Some said nothing. Their silence was interpreted as guilt.

Then the trapdoor opened.



​Part II: The Question That Haunts

Four hundred and fourteen years later, I stood in the Lancaster Castle courtyard where the gallows had stood. The castle is now a museum, a tourist attraction. Families walk through it on summer days, taking photographs. Children run across the courtyard where ten people choked to death for crimes they almost certainly did not commit.

Almost certainly. That phrase is important. Because the Pendle Witch Trials are not like other witch trials. They are not like Salem, where the hysteria was collective and the accusations were often vague. The Pendle trials are specific, documented, and—when you examine them closely—deeply suspicious.

Here's what we know for certain:

In March 1612, a woman named Alizon Device met a peddler named John Law on a road near Pendle. She asked him for some pins. He refused. Days later, Law had a stroke. He was paralyzed. Alizon confessed that she had cursed him out of anger. She was arrested.

This confession triggered a chain reaction. Once one person confessed to witchcraft, others were accused. Once one family was implicated, rival families saw an opportunity. Once the magistrate began investigating, he found what he was looking for: evidence of a vast conspiracy of witches operating in the shadow of Pendle Hill.

By August, ten people were dead.

But here's the question that haunts me: What if the real conspiracy wasn't witchcraft? What if it was something far more mundane, far more human, and far more damning?

What if it was a conspiracy of land theft, family feuds, and a magistrate with a hidden agenda?



​Part III: The Nowell Problem

Roger Nowell was not a stupid man. He was educated, connected, and powerful. He was the Justice of the Peace for Lancashire, which meant he had authority over life and death. He was also, by all accounts, ambitious.

In 1612, England was gripped by witch-trial fever. King James I had written a book called Daemonologie, which argued that witches were real and that they posed a genuine threat to the kingdom. Witch trials were happening across England, Scotland, and Europe. The zeitgeist was clear: witches existed, and they needed to be found and eliminated.

For an ambitious magistrate like Roger Nowell, this was an opportunity. A successful witch trial would demonstrate his competence, his piety, and his loyalty to the Crown. It would enhance his reputation and his power.

But here's what troubles me: the Pendle trials don't look like a genuine witch hunt. They look like a case that was manufactured.

Consider the timeline:

March 1612: Alizon Device curses John Law, the peddler. She confesses. She is arrested.

April 1612: Alizon and others are examined by Roger Nowell. During the examinations, they are asked to recite the Lord's Prayer. Some cannot. This is interpreted as evidence of witchcraft. (In reality, most illiterate people of the time could not recite the Lord's Prayer from memory.)

May 1612: More arrests. The Device family is implicated—including Elizabeth Device, the family matriarch. The Chattox family is implicated. Pendle Hill is now the center of a witch conspiracy.

June 1612: Roger Nowell conducts a series of examinations. Confessions are extracted. (How? Through what methods? The records don't say.)

August 18–19, 1612: The trials take place. Ten people are convicted.

August 20, 1612: The executions. Ten people are hanged.

The speed is remarkable. From a single curse to ten executions in five months. But what's more remarkable is the structure of the conspiracy that Nowell uncovered.

According to the trial records, the witches of Pendle had organized themselves into a hierarchical structure. There were senior witches and junior witches. They met regularly. They plotted together. They cursed their enemies.

But here's a crucial detail that complicates the narrative: Jennet Device, Alizon's nine-year-old sister, was not one of the condemned. She was the star witness. Her testimony—often described as remarkably detailed for a child her age—was instrumental in convicting her own family members, including her mother, Elizabeth Device.

This raises a troubling question: Was a nine-year-old child capable of providing reliable testimony? Or was she coached by Roger Nowell to say what he wanted to hear?

This structure is suspiciously convenient. It's the kind of conspiracy that a magistrate would invent if he needed to justify a large-scale witch trial. It's the kind of structure that would impress the King and enhance the magistrate's reputation.

But was it real?



​Part IV: The Central Mystery

To understand the Pendle trials, you need to understand the feud between two families: the Chattoxes and the Devices.

Both families lived on the slopes of Pendle Hill. Both families were poor. Both families had a reputation for witchcraft—not because they practiced it, but because they were outsiders, they were poor, and they were led by strong women.

The feud between them was real. It was bitter. It involved accusations of cursing, livestock deaths, and personal animosity. But it was a family feud, not a conspiracy of witches.

Here's where it gets interesting: Roger Nowell was not neutral in this feud. He had connections to families in the area who were enemies of the Chattoxes and Devices. Some historians argue that Nowell used the witch trial as a way to eliminate his rivals' enemies—or his rivals themselves.

In other words, the witch trial was a political tool.

This is the central mystery of the Pendle trials: Were ten people hanged for witchcraft, or were they hanged because they were poor, they were outsiders, and they were caught in a web of family feuds and political ambition?



​Part V: The Confessions

One of the most disturbing aspects of the Pendle trials is the confessions. Several of the accused confessed to witchcraft. They admitted to cursing people. They admitted to meeting with other witches. They admitted to being in league with the Devil.

In the modern era, we would recognize these confessions as coerced. But in 1612, they were treated as evidence of guilt.

Here's what we know about the confession process:

The accused were examined by Roger Nowell. They were asked leading questions. They were pressured to confess. They were isolated from their families. They were held in prison, where conditions were brutal.

Under these circumstances, many people would confess to anything. The human mind is fragile. When you are isolated, pressured, and told that confession is the only way to save your soul, you will eventually say what your interrogators want to hear.

But the confessions in the Pendle trials are remarkably specific. The accused didn't just confess to witchcraft in general. They confessed to specific curses, specific meetings, specific conspiracies. They named other witches. They described rituals.

This level of detail is suspicious. It suggests that either:

	The accused were genuinely practicing witchcraft (unlikely, given what we know about witchcraft accusations in this era), or

	The accused were fed information by their interrogators and then asked to confirm it, or

	The accused invented elaborate stories to satisfy their interrogators' expectations.


All three possibilities point to the same conclusion: the confessions were not reliable evidence of guilt.



​Part VI: The Child Witness Problem

There is one more element that troubles me deeply: the role of Jennet Device as a witness.

Jennet was nine years old in 1612. She was Alizon's younger sister. She was also the key witness against her own family. Her testimony was detailed, specific, and damning. She described meetings of witches. She described curses. She described her mother's involvement in the conspiracy.

A nine-year-old child.

In modern legal proceedings, a nine-year-old's testimony would be treated with extreme caution. We would ask: Is the child capable of distinguishing fact from fantasy? Is the child being coached by adults? Is the child's testimony being interpreted through the lens of adult expectations?

But in 1612, Jennet's testimony was treated as gospel truth. And it sent her mother to the gallows.

This is one of the most disturbing aspects of the Pendle trials. Not just that innocent people were executed, but that a child was used as a weapon against her own family. Whether intentionally or not, Jennet Device became an instrument of her family's destruction.

What happened to her after the trials? How did she live with what she had done? Did she understand, as an adult, what had happened? Or did she carry the weight of her testimony to her grave?

These are questions I will explore in the chapters that follow.



​Part VII: The Paranormal Angle

But here's where the story gets complicated. Because while I believe that the Pendle trials were a miscarriage of justice, driven by ambition and family feuds rather than genuine witchcraft, there is another layer to this mystery.

Since 1612, Pendle Hill has been the site of persistent paranormal reports.

Locals speak of strange lights on the hill. Unexplained sounds. The sensation of being watched. Apparitions of women in period dress. Cold spots. Electromagnetic anomalies.

Are these reports genuine paranormal phenomena? Or are they the product of collective memory, cultural expectation, and the power of suggestion?

I don't know. But I know that the hill feels different. I know that when I stood on Pendle Hill on that grey March morning, I felt something. Whether that was the presence of the supernatural or the weight of history, I cannot say.

What I can say is this: the Pendle Witch Trials left a mark on the landscape. Whether that mark is physical, psychological, or spiritual, it remains.



​Part VIII: The Investigation

This book is my investigation into the Pendle Witch Trials. It is not a history book, though it draws on historical research. It is not a paranormal investigation, though it explores the supernatural claims. It is an attempt to answer a question that has haunted me since I first saw Pendle Hill:

What really happened in Lancashire in 1612?

To answer this question, I have:


-  Examined the original trial records and court documents, paying particular attention to inconsistencies and red flags

-  Interviewed historians specializing in the Pendle trials and paranormal researchers

-  Visited the locations where the trials took place and spoken with locals

-  Investigated the modern paranormal claims and documented reports

-  Explored the psychology of witch trials
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