
​[image: image]


  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      TALES OF FILIPINO TERROR: TEN STORIES OF MYTH AND FEAR

    

    
      First edition. September 23, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 Jayson Valencia and Rodulfo Todio.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8227639905

    

    
    
      Written by Jayson Valencia and Rodulfo Todio.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Jayson Valencia

	    

      
	    
          
	      Alpha Kappanot Tales

          
        
          
	          The Siege at Fadriquela House

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Warfront Horror Series

          
        
          
	          Tadtad: After the Clash

          
        
          
	          Yanggaw: Soft Quarantine

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Tales of Haunted Japan: Seven Tales of Horror and the Supernatural

          
        
          
	          Tales of Filipino Terror: Ten Stories of Myth and Fear

          
        
          
	          Dark Tales of Asia

          
        
          
	          Tales of Asian Horror: The Terror Deepens

          
        
          
	          The Gate Has Teeth

          
        
          
	          The Silence Between Bells

          
        
          
	          Malipayon

          
        
          
	          Shoals of the Drowned

          
        
          
	          Pulong Anino

          
        
      

      
    
    



  	
	    
	      Also by Rodulfo Todio

	    

      
	    
          
        
          
	          Tales of Haunted Japan: Seven Tales of Horror and the Supernatural

          
        
          
	          Tales of Filipino Terror: Ten Stories of Myth and Fear

          
        
          
	          Dark Tales of Asia

          
        
          
	          Tales of Asian Horror: The Terror Deepens

          
        
      

      
    
    


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Also By Jayson Valencia

Also By Rodulfo Todio

Tales of Filipino Terror: Ten Stories of Myth and Fear

Aswang Festival

Manananggal

Tikbalang on the Devil's Mountain

Nuno Sa Punso

I Fell In Love with a Kapre

Attack of the Siyokoy

Curse of the Agimat

Manananggal Serenade

Aswang versus the Alpha Kappanot

Tikbalang Returns

Also By Jayson Valencia

Also By Rodulfo Todio

​Tales of Filipino Terror: Ten Stories of Myth and Fear
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Delve into the shadows of Philippine folklore with Tales of Filipino Terror: Stories of Myth and Fear. This chilling collection brings together ten spine-tingling horror stories that breathe life into the eerie legends of the archipelago. From the bloodthirsty Aswang to the sinister Tikbalang, each tale weaves a tapestry of supernatural dread and haunting myth. Perfect for horror enthusiasts and folklore fans, this anthology promises to keep you awake at night, grappling with the dark, enigmatic beings that lurk in the corners of Filipino legend. Brace yourself for a journey through fear, myth, and the unknown.
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Beyond the myths lies something far more sinister.
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​Aswang Festival
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In the heart of Capiz, where myth and reality collide, the Aswang Festival draws thrill-seekers nationwide. But beneath the celebratory façade lurks an ancient horror tied to Rowena’s bloodline. As she tries to escape her destiny and embrace a new life of fame, the pull of her cursed heritage threatens everything. When her aswang family comes to claim what’s theirs, the festival will transform into a nightmare no one will ever forget.
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They came for the festival. The aswang came for blood.

​Prologue: Flashback from the Past

The village elder, the only midwife in their remote village, had just arrived. She immediately asked some of Isabel's relatives to prepare some boiled water. Isabel, the wife of Isidro, is a runaway daughter of a well-known aswang clan leader in Capiz; she is delirious and is in so much pain. She is due to deliver her first baby any minute now.

Isidro’s house is the only man-made structure in the forest of Pilar, Capiz. It’s made mostly of bamboo and dried native grass called pawid as the wall and roof. Four men, mainly from Isidro’s side, gathered, finished their prayer, and performed the sign of the cross. You could see fear in their eyes. Each tied their bolo, a native sword for everyday use in the Philippines, on their waist.

The village elder whispered to Isidro, “It’s time, Isidro." She looked at him and continued, “Make sure every door and window of the house is shut.”

Isidro nodded and instructed several old relatives to do what the elder said. After he grabbed his bolo lying on the corner of the house and tied it to his waist, he looked at his four male relatives, most of whom were his uncles and one cousin. His cousin looked at him nervously and nodded his head. The four started walking out of the house; some of the young lady's relatives were crying while looking at the men. A few older women performed signs of the cross and raised their hands afterward. They whispered, “May God help us,” but their voice was drowned entirely by the wailing of Isabel.

Nando, Isidro’s uncle, was one of the four who stepped out of the house and patted his son, Isidro’s cousin, on the shoulder.

“Be strong for our sake.” Nando motioned his son to go to his designated position.

Each of the four went to the four corners of the tiny house while Isidro, who closed the main door, unsheathed his bolo and stood guard in front of it.

All of the men drew their weapons. One by one, they started seeing dozens of fiery eyes on the surrounding trees and tall grasses. The night was filled with the sound of death.

No one survived that night. The Aswangs feasted on their victim's flesh. 

​Act 1: Half Past Dead

Rowena, a lovely 17-year-old girl, turned on the radio and placed it under the mango tree. When she heard the popular dance music Macarena, she immediately began counting 5, 6, 7, and 8 with her dancing steps. Her lovely and graceful form astonished a stranger who was seeing her dance. She realized she was being watched during hand rotations and head and shoulder touches. It gave her pleasure, so she swayed her hips and hopped a quarter turn as she followed the steps of the dance track.

“What are you doing?” Her uncle exclaimed. “I told you to sweep the yard.”

Rowena turned off the radio, took the broom, and started sweeping the yard.

Her uncle turned to the stranger and gave the guy a menacing gaze. When the man noticed his eyes had turned completely red, he bolted in dread.

Her uncle took the radio, turned it on, and switched it to the AM station for some news.

"Organizers of the Aswang Festival will meet with local and church officials today to settle disputes about the project, which will take place at the end of October this year," a news reporter stated.

The first Aswang Festival, held in 2004, attracted a lot of backlash from the local church, which vehemently opposes the belief in supernatural creatures. The organizers, on the other hand, defended the festival's idea. The festival aims to change people's perceptions of Capiz as the home of aswang by recognizing it as a myth and, perhaps, erasing the stigma associated with the word.

Her uncle was enraged, saying, "These people are mocking our clan." He then left the scene, leaving Rowena alone.

She also continued listening to the news as she wanted to remove the stigma of the Capizanon; more importantly, she wanted to get away from her aswang clan. She decided to leave her hometown, Pilar, and go to Roxas.

Pilar is a beach hamlet 45 kilometers from Roxas City, the capital of the Panay Province.

​Act 2: Dancerist

Rowena arrived in Roxas City's red district, where she was hired as a dancer in a beer bar. She didn't want to dance in the club, but she took the offer because she was provided free boarding and lodging and had nowhere else to go. Because she was the newest attraction, the clients gave her the most significant tip; one customer even gave her a brand-new smartphone. She, however, refused to engage in any sexual activity.

When she earned enough to leave the place, she rented an apartment. There, she met a dancer named Jackie, and they became friends.

Jackie was the same age and had been vlogging using an app but got limited views. But when they uploaded their first mashup, it was a huge success. They became instant celebrities and were even called “The Dancing Twin.”

​Act 3: The Dancing Twin

Lady Gaga's poker face played in the background while the dancing twins practiced. As they grooved, Rowena and Jacky built a bond. They were dubbed dancing twins because they wore the same clothing and accessories.

“You are a fantastic dancer, Wheng,” Jackie remarked. She called her friend by the nickname she had coined herself.

While rehearsing, Rowena got dizzy and distracted by a noise in her mind. She stopped dancing and sat on the floor.

“What happened?” Jacky asked her while handing her a face towel.

“I am tired; let's call it a day,” Rowena said.

"I'll just finish practicing the last moves," Jacky said, dancing while admiring her figure in the mirror.

Rowena heard the voice again and focused on it. The voice was urging her to return to Pilar, her hometown.

​Act 4: An Invitation to Fame

When Rowena received her share of the compensation for their dance gig, she invited Jacky to Manila. She had decided to leave the Visayas region and forget her Aswang roots.

Jacky consented to accompany her, but they were asked to be guests at the inaugural Aswang festival. The organizers noticed their popularity and requested that they perform a dance number. Wheng (Wheng is Rowena's nickname) was apprehensive at first. Still, Jacky quickly accepted and made a contract with the organizers because she believed it would help her gain popularity as a dancing influencer.

While practicing for the guesting, Wheng remembered her haunting childhood experiences. Her mother was killed one night, and her father followed next. They were killed by the townspeople when they discovered that they were aswang. He was then raised by her uncle, who was grooming her to lead their pack before she left town.

“I have been observing that you have been lacking focus lately,” Jacky told her as she put on makeup.

Rowena looked her in the eyes and said, “I want to tell you a secret.”

“A secret that you had a boyfriend?” Jacky curiously interrupted.

“I was a...hmm,” Rowena halted as she looked at the ceiling. Then she continued, “I danced in the beer house for a month.”

"Everyone already knows that," said Jacky. "I have my dark secret, too," Jacky remarked with a smirk. When it's a full moon, I become an aswang. She then burst out laughing.

“That’s weird. People accepted me even if I had a bad past,” Rowena wondered, ignoring the joke.

“They love our dance moves, and people got curious about your past, which caused our mashup more views,” Jacky explained. “But the truth is they were attracted to our beauty, especially my gorgeous body,” she haughtily added.

​Act 5: The Uninvited Guest

While practicing, a relative from Pilar visited Rowena.  She was taken aback when she saw her uncle. “Why are you here, uncle?” she inquired.

She went outside and closed the door. She led her uncle to the apartment garden, and they continued talking there. Her uncle convinced her to go home because she had to lead their pack. “You are supposed to take revenge for the death of your parents,” her uncle whispered.

“I am sorry, uncle. I cannot let you in. One of the rules here is not to let any guy come in,” Rowena answered. Her eyes did not look at his uncle while she pressed her two palms.

“Rowena, you did not answer me directly,” her uncle angrily said. His eyes turned red, but he was distracted by the light that


















​Act 6: Aswang Festival
















​Epilogue
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