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 Appliqué all things Frog

Frogs are fascinating amphibians often featured in
stories, especially children’s fairy tales. There were good frogs
and bad frogs, but all were equally fascinating. These little
creatures with the long hind legs, which enable them to leap away
from danger in the flash of an eyelid, are often seen as being cute
enough to keep as pets. Living on land and breeding in the water
gives them the best of both worlds.

Because of their relatively round shape it’s easy to
draw frogs and they make lovely motifs for appliqué both for
children and household items. I have drawn a number of frog designs
which can be used on various items, sure to take your fancy. There
is no need to stick to green and brown fabric for your frogs, use
any color you wish. I think floral and patterned frogs are most
adorable.

Make a couple of templates of frogs in various sizes
and poses and use them to appliqué children’s clothes and household
items.

How to appliqué

 There
are no set rules about the correctness of appliqué. Motifs were
often attached to a background fabric by merely folding in the raw
edges and sewing them securely to the background fabric with a
running stitch or blanket stitch or the fashionable embroidery
stitches of the day, like lazy daisy, chain stitch and stem stitch.
By relaxing the rules it gives you the freedom to enjoy the art and
to try out various ways that look good and are easy for you to
accomplish.

Any decorative stitches can be used for appliqué as
long as the raw edges of the motif have been turned in or firmly
sewn down with a dense stitch to prevent fraying. The two most
common stitches used are very close zig-zag stitches sewn on a
sewing machine known as satin stitch or buttonhole stitch sewn by
hand.

How to use double sided fusible webbing

 Double sided fusible
webbing is a very thin fabric covered with paper on one side. The
layer of paper is used to draw on the design of the motif you wish
to appliqué. When heat is applied on the paper side both sides melt
and fuses two pieces of fabric together.

It’s sold under various names in different countries,
but you will be able to find it at your local fabric store, explain
to the assistant what you are looking for if you are uncertain what
to call the fusible webbing. Always read the manufacturer’s
instructions before you begin your project.

Certain fabrics should first be washed to make the
fusible webbing adhere more effectively. It’s not always necessary
with softer light weight fabrics.

Fusible webbing is only used to keep the design in
place during the sewing process and to make the pattern firmer,
it’s not a replacement for stitching or fabric paint around the
edges, as it will come unstuck during laundering and general wear
and tear.

Fusible webbing is used to attach the motif to the
main fabric to make sewing easier. It’s less time consuming than
basting motifs onto the fabric and also gives a neat edge on which
to sew. The webbing also serves as a backing to the motif, which
gives it more body and more appeal.

Cut a piece of fusible web a little larger than the
design. Trace the design on the paper side of the fusible webbing
with a pencil place it with the adhesive side onto the wrong side
of the fabric you wish to use for the motif.

Remember when tracing the motif that you will be
reversing the picture. If you want it to be identical to the
picture you are tracing then you should reverse the original
picture while tracing it.

Place a pressing cloth on top, making sure that the
fusible webbing does not move press down the iron and hold for a
few seconds. Do not move the iron around. This can be done without
a pressing cloth as well. The pressing cloth is to prevent the iron
from becoming tacky from the adhesive of the fusible webbing.

Cut out motif, making sure to cut along the lines and
curves to define design well.

The paper can be removed and discarded and you will
have a design with an adhesive backing.

Place the design on background fabric with adhesive
side of the appliqué on the right side of the fabric

Once again make use of your pressing cloth and press
design to the background fabric

The design is now attached to the background fabric
and easy to sew in position as it can’t shift out of place.
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Trace the pattern on the paper side of the fusible
webbing. Cut a piece of fabric of your choice, a little larger than
the size of the fusible web on which you have traced the pattern.
Iron the fusible webbing onto the wrong side of the fabric. Make
sure it has adhered well to the fabric.

Cut out the pattern carefully with a pair of sharp
scissors making sure all the corners and curves are neatly cut.

Now the paper can be peeled off and discarded.

You now have a design piece with a fusible webbing
back.

Place it in position on the main fabric, and iron
on

Satin stitch
appliqué

 Zig-zag stitch on your sewing machine
creates satin stitch just by shortening the length of the stitches
and placing them closer together. Before beginning your appliqué
first practice stitching on a scrap piece of fabric until you get
the satin stitch size to your satisfaction.

Attach the satin foot to your sewing machine and sew
around the design. Remember to always keep the needle slightly
swinging off the appliqué, so that you are not only sewing on the
appliqué, but also stitching on the background fabric.

If the design requires any additional stitching
details draw in lines with a light pencil and stitch with
appropriate color thread.

Buttonhole stitch appliqué

 This is a popular method whether
sewn by sewing machine or by hand. This type of appliqué can be
done with the raw edges folded in or on the flat motif.

With minimal fuss you have created and attached a
design to the garment or item that you are making. All that’s left
is to stitch it in position.

The motifs can now be stitched either by sewing
machine of by hand without any possibility of them shifting out of
position.

Requirements:

Appliqué is always the best way of using up the
variety of scraps in your fabric stash, so start off by finding
what you require in your stash before you purchase any extra
fabric

Bits and pieces of
trimmings and other embellishments

Odd buttons in a
variety of colors

Small lengths of
ribbon

Sewing thread in
various colors

Fusible webbing

A sharp pair of
scissors

Sewing machine or
sharp needles and thimble if you wish to appliqué by hand

Graph paper and
pencil

Stiff card for making
templates

Frannie Frog


Requirements:

Oddments of fabric in
colors of your choice

Matching thread

Graph paper

Pencil

Scissors

Fusible webbing
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The graphs used in the illustrations are 1 cm x 1 cm
if you want the motif to be bigger use graph paper with larger
squares
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Copy motif onto graph paper and draw in features and
clothes. Make 3 copies. Cut 1 onto stiff paper or card to make a
template.
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Use second copy to cut out dress adding 1cm to the
neckline of the dress. The extra 1cm will be used to tuck under
Frannie Frog’s chin when you
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Appliqué Baby cot quilt










































Matching lampshade for Baby’s room
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