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      Preface

      
      
       Americans are only beginning to understand the Tea Party. In one of the few attempts
         to explain it, Theda Skocpol and Vanessa Williamson in The Tea Party and the Remaking of the Republican Conservatism, acknowledge that the Tea Party is “a model of active citizenship” and a “wonderful
         development for anyone who cares about citizen involvement in U.S. politics.”[1]   They also acknowledge that the Tea Party is “taking over chunks of the Republican
         Party apparatus.”[2]   
      

      
      So far so good; however, the authors go on to express concern about the impact that
         the Tea Party has had on America. This concern is ostensibly based upon interviews
         of Tea Party activists who attended meetings. However, the number of interviews of
         Tea Partiers is not reported except to say that they were obtained during three meetings
         the authors attended in Brockton, Massachusetts; Charlottesville, Virginia; and Tempe,
         Arizona. For example, the Bay State Tea Partiers meeting on March 23, 2010 in Brockton,
         Massachusetts had about forty members in attendance, the Jefferson Area Tea Party
         Patriots meeting on February 24, 2011 in Charlottesville had about fifty members,
         and on March 16, 2011, there were an unreported number of the Pink Slip Patriots who
         met in Tempe, Arizona.[3]   
      

      
      Based upon a handful of interviews, therefore, the authors conclude that the Tea Party
         is “not in touch with reality,” is “intolerant,” and even “cruel.” Without attribution,
         they claim that activists told them the Affordable Care Act of 2010 included death
         panels and abolished Medicare.[4]   Tea Partiers also reportedly made negative stereotypical comments about Muslim-Americans,
         African-American and Latino rights groups, teachers, immigrants, and young people
         by referring to them as “freeloaders” or threats to the nation. Tea Partiers reportedly
         referred to union leaders such as Andy Stern of the Service Employees International
         Union (SEIU) as a “Communist.” 
      

      
      The problem with these unattributed comments by those attending Tea Party meetings
         is that the Tea Party is comprised of millions of volunteers and anyone can attend
         their meetings. There is no formal membership in the Tea Party. As is the case with
         any grassroots movement, participation at Tea Party meetings is spontaneous and anyone
         can turn up at their meetings. In other words, no single person or group of people
         who attend Tea Party meetings speak for the entire movement. There is no membership
         or attendance list for any Tea Party meeting. They are all volunteers and their meetings
         and rallies are based upon anyone who happens to turn up on any given day. Even the
         leaders and organizers are unpaid volunteers who are in constant flux depending upon
         who has the time and interest in a particular issue. 
      

      
      The authors’ negative, stereotypical view of the Tea Party is therefore based upon
         an undocumented and unscientific sample of unknown participants who reportedly attended
         a handful of Tea Party meetings. Based upon this and secondary media reports and Internet
         posts gathered from unknown Tea Party websites and news accounts, the authors conclude
         that the entire movement (including thousands of Tea Party organizations and millions
         of grassroots activists throughout the country) are uninformed and “bigoted.” The
         authors rhetorically ask “is the Tea Party good for American democracy.” Predictably,
         their answer is that the Tea Party is not good for America. Without offering any proof,
         they assert that the Tea Party has increased societal tensions, polarized the country,
         made “younger groups suffer” because of GOP budget cutbacks, and enabled “super-rich
         fat cats” to profit at the public’s expense. Indeed, the authors fail to explain the
         relationship between the Republican Party and the Tea Party. 
      

      
      The Contribution of the Book

      
       This book is designed to explain how the Tea Party was born and how it grew from
         a popular grassroots movement into a political force in American politics. The Tea
         Party’s agenda is contained in the “Contract From America.” This ten point proclamation
         was an outgrowth of the imagination of a young, Jewish attorney living in Texas—Ryan
         Hecker. Hecker had no previous political experience or outside support, but he was
         able to carry out a “virtual” democratic election process involving hundreds of thousands
         of Tea Party activists to develop the guiding principles of the Tea Party in order
         to mobilize the movement into political action. The inspiration for Hecker’s contract
         was Newt Gingrich’s 1994 Contract for America; however, instead of the principles
         being developed by Republican Party elites, Hecker’s Contract From America came from
         grassroots Tea Party activists themselves. 
      

      
      The book explains the origin, evolution, and transformation of this extraordinary
         grassroots protest movement into a powerful political force in American politics.
         It discusses the Tea Party’s Libertarian political doctrine that was elaborated by
         Ron Paul. The doctrine profoundly influenced the Tea Party’s “Constitutionally limited
         government” philosophy. It explains how the elements of the Contract are used in Tea
         Party campaigns. The Contract has not only become the guiding principle of the Tea
         Party movement but all Tea Party-endorsed candidates for office are pressured to sign
         the Contract if they hope to receive grassroots support in Republican primary elections.[5] In 2012, over 600 Tea Party candidates signed the Contract.
      

      
      The second contribution of the book is an explanation of how the Tea Party conducts
         election campaigns and how it has defeated Republican incumbents who do not support
         the principles of the Contract. The campaigns are typically carried out without outside
         financial support and in opposition to GOP-endorsed candidates. Grassroots Tea Party
         leaders carry out the campaigns. Contrary to the conventional wisdom that the Tea
         Party is a grassroots organization without leadership, leaders have in fact emerged
         and transformed the movement into a potent campaign organization throughout the country
         with capable and pragmatic leadership.
      

      
      The book contains several chapters that explain how key Tea Party campaigns are conducted.
         The first one was carried out in a special congressional election in 2009. It resulted
         in the defeat of a Republican congressional candidate in the “safest” Republican district
         in New York State. This campaign was followed by another one in 2010, resulting in
         the defeat of a three-term incumbent, Utah Republican Senator Bob Bennett. Finally,
         the book examines a Tea Party campaign in the 2010 mid-term elections with the defeat
         of a popular Republican governor by an obscure, Hispanic Tea Party candidate in Florida—Marco
         Rubio. The book also assesses the success of the Tea Party in the 2012 presidential
         elections. Each chapter is designed to add a nuanced portrait of the Tea Party’s “constitutionally
         limited government” movement that has fundamentally transformed the Republican Party,
         and with it, America. 
      

      
      Notes

      
      
         
            1. Theda Skocpol and Vanessa Williamson, The Tea Party and the Remaking of the Republican Conservatism (New York: Oxford University Press), pp. 200-201.
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            3. Williamson attended the first and third meetings while Skocpol was at the second meeting.
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            5. Many Tea Party groups and candidates have their own version of the Contract From America.
                  However, they follow the same basic format and principles. As of September 2012, the
                  Contract From America website reported that more than 600 candidates had signed the
                  Contract http://www.thecontract.org/
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      Chapter 1

      Introduction

      
         
         
      

      
       The Tea Party is a new populist, grassroots movement sweeping the country. It parallels
         previous social movements such as the Populist and Progressive Movements in the 1890s
         and early 1900s and the progressive movement of the 1960s for civil rights, women’s
         rights, and environmental reforms. It is historically unique in two important respects.
         The first is that its members use the new social media in political campaigns. That
         includes a social Internet network called Ning, Facebook, Meetup.com, crowdsourcing,
         Twitter, the blogosphere, YouTube, personal digital assistants (PDA), and cell phones
         to mobilize citizen-activists to get out the vote. The second, and more important,
         is that the Tea Party movement, unlike its predecessors, does not want more government
         spending, programs, and regulation. It is a free market, libertarian-oriented movement
         that seeks to limit and restrict the expansion of government in society. 
      

      
      Impetus for the Tea Party Movement

      
       Barack Obama was the first to use the new media in his 2008 presidential election.[1]   His campaign created a grassroots movement with vague principles called “Change
         and Hope.” This slogan was part of Obama’s nineteen month campaign beginning in February
         of 2007 that targeted 18-29 year olds before he received the Democrat party presidential
         nomination. According to Chief Strategist David Axelrod, the old slogan was “Change
         We Can Believe In” and the new one after he received his party’s nomination in June
         2008, was “Change We Need” because of the state of Americans during the eight years
         under a Bush presidency.[2]  
      

      
       After his election, Obama promised to use his thirteen
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