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Western Region

Bounded by Lake Erie and the upper Niagara River to the east, areas of Lake Ontario to its north, the core of the Finger Lakes Region to its east, and the Pennsylvania border on the south, New York’s Western Region can satisfy the interest of most any fly rodder. However, defining exact boundaries of the region can be a head-scratcher.

There is considerable disagreement, and confusion, among state agencies about which New York State counties should be included as “Western New York.” Some state agencies include only five to eight counties in their Western New York description. Travel guides include as many as 17 counties. It has been written that inhabitants sometimes can’t decide if they’re from Western New York or the Finger Lakes region that lies to the east since a couple of those outlying lakes extend into their area. This blending of one region into another, of course, occurs statewide. Such agency boundary confusion isn’t confined to only “Western New York.” I used some degree of liberal license in what waters are included in this section and what waters spill over into the core Finger Lakes Region. (I faced this same challenge with all other New York regions, throughout this book, and took the same liberal approach.)


[image: Productive trout streams scattered throughout Western New York, such as Wiscoy Creek, flow through picturesque rolling hills and farm country valleys. Wiscoy Creek, including its North Branch, along with neighboring Clear Creek, has benefitted from habitat and stream bank projects that include tree sapling plantings like those shown here on Wiscoy’s Arbor Road reach. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)]
Productive trout streams scattered throughout Western New York, such as Wiscoy Creek, flow through picturesque rolling hills and farm country valleys. Wiscoy Creek, including its North Branch, along with neighboring Clear Creek, has benefitted from habitat and stream bank projects that include tree sapling plantings like those shown here on Wiscoy’s Arbor Road reach. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)



That said, the certainty is Western New York includes streams and stillwaters that provide a wide variety of fly-fishing opportunities. The western extreme of the region is known for its steelhead that run tributary streams that dump into Lake Erie. Muskellunge inhabit both stillwaters and big rivers, rivers such as the Susquehanna and upper Niagara. Anglers of all persuasions, both conventional tackle enthusiasts and fly fishers, know Western New York is “muskie country.” Sizeable bass can also be enticed with flies on these same waters.

Big muskies, bass, and steelhead aside, Western New York’s rolling inland countryside streams provide excellent brown trout fishing, with good fly hatches, in some of the most productive waters found in New York. Efforts from New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) have provided sustained attention to its inland waters, as have local Trout Unlimited chapters. For certain, good fly-fishing experiences can be had in Western New York.


Wiscoy Creek

Anglers seeking streams in Western New York that are managed as wild trout fisheries should head to Wiscoy Creek. In the hamlet of Bliss, located in Wyoming County, the North and West branches of the creek merge, sending their combined water on a 20-mile journey to a confluence with the Genesee River. Popular among many fly anglers, Wiscoy Creek is located within an hour’s drive of Buffalo and Rochester, two of New York’s largest cities. The stream is considered by fisheries biologists as one of the most productive wild trout waters in New York.

Abundant spring seepages keep the water cool all summer, a feature that contributes to Wiscoy Creek’s healthy wild trout population. However, water temperatures aside, the stream has enjoyed plenty of attention from conservation organizations that helped contribute to the quality trout stream that it is. NYS Bureau of Fisheries Region 9 staff have also done an outstanding job providing a significant amount of sustained focus on this gem, over many years. The Western New York Chapter of Trout Unlimited has also helped enhance the stream’s wild trout potential.

While Wiscoy Creek was historically a brook trout fishery, and although anglers today occasionally report netting a colorful brookie in the stream’s upper reaches, it’s the wild brown trout that bring fly anglers to the creek. From the 1940s through the late 1960s, Wiscoy Creek received liberal hatchery trout stockings. Over time, annual fish-stocking practices were eliminated as the creek’s self-sustaining potential improved.

Stream management changes that helped Wiscoy Creek were made possible through a combination of regulation changes, habitat enhancement, and water-quality improvements. Trout populations in Wiscoy Creek have been intensely studied over the last 70 years.

The major trout sections are located in the creek’s upper 17 miles. Anglers will have no problem gaining access to the stream via nearly 13 miles of Public Fishing Rights (PFR) easements. While some water is interrupted by private mileage, much of the stream flows through long, continuous PFR reaches. PFR stretches on the main branch of Wiscoy exist from its headwaters in Bliss some 10 miles downstream to near the intersection of Lapp Road and Pond Road. Many stretches are accessed via designated footpaths that lead from roads to the creek.

The North Branch: Two PFR sections located on the North Branch of Wiscoy Creek can be accessed via footpaths that lead from State Route 362 to the stream. Anglers can access the first path that leads to the PFR water by driving north just south of Gary Road along State Route 362, about 1.2 miles from its intersection with State Route 39 in Bliss. Two additional access footpaths lead from State Route 362 to a PFR stretch upstream from Gary Road Drive 0.5 mile north on State Route 362 from the Gary Road intersection and watch for a small New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) footpath sign on your right. You’ll pass a large white and green metal garage on your right just before arriving at the sign along a cornfield and row of evergreen trees. The path will lead to the lowermost extent of the North Branch PFR water.


[image: The Camp Road reach has some of the nicest Wiscoy Creek stretches flowing in a woodland setting. Several access points are available along Camp Road via designated footpaths that lead to the stream. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)]
The Camp Road reach has some of the nicest Wiscoy Creek stretches flowing in a woodland setting. Several access points are available along Camp Road via designated footpaths that lead to the stream. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)



Drive an additional 0.5 mile north on State Route 362 to reach another NYSDEC footpath sign. You’ll pass a large red barn on your left before arriving at the NYSDEC hanging sign on the right side of the road. Even if the fishing is slow, a walk to the creek in this uppermost extent of the PFR water is worth the short trek. You’ll admire the stream habitat improvements that have made a difference in the creek’s wild trout productivity. Electrofishing data collected in 2019 showed improved adult wild trout numbers.

In 2011, the North Branch PFR reach located upstream from Gary Road was greatly enhanced with significant habitat improvement work, involving over 2,000 feet along the stream. Deep pools were lacking, as well as appropriate overhead shade. A large number of “Lunker” structures (wooden cribs) were placed in the stream to create artificial undercut banks. Over a thousand shade trees saplings were also planted in grow tubes.

The collaborative effort involved the Western New York Chapter of Trout Unlimited, US Fish and Wildlife Service, NYSDEC, Department of Transportation, Wyoming County Soil and Water Conservation District, Wyoming County Highway Department, Wyoming County Fairgrounds Association, the Elm Research Institute, and Finger Lakes–Lake Ontario Water Protection Alliance.

The Main Branch: Leaving the North Branch behind, the uppermost formal NYSDEC angling parking area on the main branch of Wiscoy Creek is located on State Route 39 0.5 mile east of the State Route 362/State Route 39 intersection in Bliss. The lot is at the upper extent of the stream’s Catch and Release area that runs a half-mile upstream to a half-mile downstream of East Hillside Road Bridge. A nice little riffle and pool are located directly alongside the parking lot, but the narrow headwaters flow through a stretch confined by bankside alders that’s difficult to fully negotiate with a fly rod. However, drifting small wet flies, such as a Partridge and Orange soft-hackle pattern, through the riffles and runs along this stretch can elicit strikes.

Continue driving east on State Route 39 from the first parking area, and in just short of 2 miles, you’ll encounter another formal NYSDEC angling parking lot. The small parking area isn’t located directly on the stream. Access the creek by walking 150 feet or so along a tree line and farmer’s field toward the creek. The stream that flows along this reach is pleasant and a bit easier to fish since it’s not quite as narrow and confined as water located upstream.

You’ll get into even easier water to fly fish by continuing east on State Route 39, a little over 2 miles to a large angler parking turnout on the right side of the road. An easy entry/departure loop off State Route 39 makes the parking area convenient for delivery vehicles and others seeking a good place to pull off the road. Anglers also find the parking loop convenient since it provides a good location to access both Wiscoy Creek and Trout Brook, a major tributary that also holds wild trout. Trout Brook joins Wiscoy Creek at the State Route 39 bridge crossing, very close to the parking lot.

Uninterrupted, continuous PFR water flows downstream from Wiscoy Creek’s junction with Trout Brook, some of which can be accessed at bridge crossings on the way to the hamlet of Pike. Arbor Road, located 0.2 mile east of the State Route 39 Trout Brook bridge crossing (1.5 miles west of the State Route 39/County Road 19 intersection if driving from that direction downstream), is worth throwing a few casts. A small parking area is located next to the bridge. You’ll notice a significant number of tree sapling grow tubes along both sides of the stream near the large dairy barn (the grow tubes themselves might be removed by the time you visit the area but the growing saplings should be visible). The 2020 plantings were part of the ongoing area collaborative streamside habitat improvement efforts.

Driving east from Arbor Road and then turning right onto County Road 19 will deliver you to Pike, where you can access the creek. A formal NYSDEC sign is hanging at the bridge crossing a mile from the State Route 39/County Road 19 intersection, just beyond the US Post Office on Main Street. This is not the most pleasant reach to fish, unless you’re not bothered by the commotion that exists along a storefront and residential area. Fly anglers are better served by relocating well downstream from the town, along Camp Road, where both formal NYSDEC angling parking lots as well as officially designated footpaths are located.

Drive back in the direction of State Route 39/County Road 19 on Main Street to a right turn on County Road 24 (East Koy Road), then drive 2 miles to a right on Camp Road. The first of two formal NYSDEC parking lots on Camp Road is located 0.2 mile down Camp Road from the previous intersection.

The parking lot is not that far from the stream, much closer than other access points along Camp Road. Your minor challenge will be to get down a long and substantially steep hill to the creek. After parking, stroll through a mature hemlock stand that ends at a steep precipice (your first reaction might be, “Do I really want to fish here?”). There’s usually a “community” rope tied to a large hemlock tree that enables anglers to get down the steep hill along a well-worn path that leads to the bottom. My wife Valerie was able to get down without too much trouble holding the rope as she descended, standing upright. I found myself holding the rope but electing to slide down on my rear end.

If it’s there, double-check the rope to make sure it’s absolutely secure to the tree if you intend to use it. The rope doesn’t extend to the extreme bottom of the hill, but it drops down far enough to make your life easier. Once you reach the bottom of the path, and the creek, you’ll realize the effort was worth it—it’s a beautiful reach, in a secluded woodland setting, with very nice pools, runs, and riffles. Fishing downstream, nymphs and streamers can often entice small wild brown trout. Fish upstream with dry flies.

Of course, there are other ways than descending down a rope to access the creek reach in this general area. Continue driving down Camp Road south of the Babbitt Road intersection and you’ll encounter designated official footpaths, some longer than others, to reach the creek, marked by small signage along the road. You’ll pass by one before arriving at the second formal NYSDEC parking lot that’s located 1 mile from the East Koy Road/Camp Road intersection. Another footpath is located beyond the parking lot as well as a long path past the intersection with Graham Road. The long footpath is located on Armison Road beyond the Wyoming County/Allegany County Line.


[image: Partridge and Orange (tied by Tom Mason) An early soft-hackle wet fly pattern, Partridge and Orange originated in England during the 1800s. It’s a great pattern to swing through riffles along most any trout stream, including Wiscoy Creek. New York fly tiers such as Tom Mason and John Shaner are passionate followers of old British soft-hackle patterns that work well on New York streams.]
Partridge and Orange (tied by Tom Mason) An early soft-hackle wet fly pattern, Partridge and Orange originated in England during the 1800s. It’s a great pattern to swing through riffles along most any trout stream, including Wiscoy Creek. New York fly tiers such as Tom Mason and John Shaner are passionate followers of old British soft-hackle patterns that work well on New York streams.




[image: ParaNymph (tied by Tom Baltz) Tom Baltz’s ParaNymph is his signature pattern. Tom is a Pennsylvania fishing guide and commercialfly tier from Boiling Springs, Pennsylvania. The ParaNymph Orange is a general-use dry fly. While Tom ties his ParaNymphs with yellow, pink, or black calf body hair posts, orange is his favorite.]
ParaNymph (tied by Tom Baltz) Tom Baltz’s ParaNymph is his signature pattern. Tom is a Pennsylvania fishing guide and commercial fly tier from Boiling Springs, Pennsylvania. The ParaNymph Orange is a general-use dry fly. While Tom ties his ParaNymphs with yellow, pink, or black calf body hair posts, orange is his favorite.




[image: Sawyer Pheasant Tail Nymph (tied by Bob Herson) Sometimes called simply the PT Nymph, this old British nymph pattern is attributed to Frank Sawyer, who developed it on the Hampshire River Avon, in the late 1950s. American fly fishers embrace the fly, and its several variations, coast to coast. Bob ribs his pattern with copper brown UTC Ultra Wire. He likes the wing case tied with dark-shade turkey fibers.]
Sawyer Pheasant Tail Nymph (tied by Bob Herson) Sometimes called simply the PT Nymph, this old British nymph pattern is attributed to Frank Sawyer, who developed it on the Hampshire River Avon, in the late 1950s. American fly fishers embrace the fly, and its several variations, coast to coast. Bob ribs his pattern with copper brown UTC Ultra Wire. He likes the wing case tied with dark-shade turkey fibers.




[image: Tricos (tied by Mike Valla) Wiscoy Creek provides good Tricorythodes dry-fly fishing during late season on many of its pools during July and August. Anglers sampling Wiscoy during early morning hours that time of year should carry a supply of Trico dry flies in their boxes.]
Tricos (tied by Mike Valla) Wiscoy Creek provides good Tricorythodes dry-fly fishing during late season on many of its pools during July and August. Anglers sampling Wiscoy during early morning hours that time of year should carry a supply of Trico dry flies in their boxes.



Wiscoy Creek has an assortment of common mayfly and caddis emergences commonly found on other fertile New York streams. You’ll encounter the usual batch of aquatic insects—little black stoneflies in very early spring, followed by Blue Quills, Hendricksons, Caddis, Sulphurs—right down the list. Green Drakes (Ephemera guttulta) pop up in late May or early June but not in the numbers you might encounter on other New York streams that are well-known for that mayfly emergence. Area resident and artist Tom Daly, whom I met 11 years ago on Spring Creek in Caledonia, once wrote that the catastrophic 1972 flood (Hurricane Agnes) impacted Green Drake populations and other bugs for some time after, but they slowly returned. Tricos are in abundance from late summer into September.




East Koy Creek

While most consider Wiscoy and its wild trout population and water quality superior to other nearby streams, East Koy Creek provides fly anglers an opportunity to fish for both wild and hatchery-raised brown trout. Unlike Wiscoy Creek, East Koy Creek is heavily stocked with both yearling browns and larger two-year-old, 14-inch fish. Typical plantings total close to 14,000 trout. Access is not an issue along the creek’s 13 miles of PFR water. NYSDEC categorized East Koy Creek as Stocked-Extended.

If fishing Wiscoy Creek along the Camp Road, you’re very close to East Koy Creek. A short three-minute, 1.2-mile drive from the Camp Road/Babbitt Road intersection along Babbitt Road will get you to a formal NYSDEC angling parking lot and PFR water. It’s located next to a bridge crossing on Overholt Road. This reach of East Koy Creek, and the PFR stretch downstream accessed by an official footpath along Clute Road (0.3 mile from the Clute/Overholt intersection), can sometimes warm up significantly. The stream reach is best fished in late April into May or early June.


[image: East Koy Creek at Overhead Road bridge crossing. A sister stream in the neighborhood of Wiscoy Creek, East Koy Creek can provide a different angling experience since its stream reaches receive brown trout stockings. Some 13 miles of public fishing easement stretches are available to anglers. NYSDEC classifies East Koy Creek as Stocked-Extended water from the Wyoming County Line upstream to Green Bay Road. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)]
East Koy Creek at Overhead Road bridge crossing. A sister stream in the neighborhood of Wiscoy Creek, East Koy Creek can provide a different angling experience since its stream reaches receive brown trout stockings. Some 13 miles of public fishing easement stretches are available to anglers. NYSDEC classifies East Koy Creek as Stocked-Extended water from the Wyoming County Line upstream to Green Bay Road. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)





[image: Bead Head Hare’s Ear (tied by Bob Herson) Bead Head patterns, such as Bead Head Hare’s Ear, work well on Easy Koy Creek. This example tied by Bob Herson is scraggly and insect-like in appearance, a sure bet fished along East Koy’s riffles and pools, particularly during May.]
Bead Head Hare’s Ear (tied by Bob Herson) Bead Head patterns, such as Bead Head Hare’s Ear, work well on Easy Koy Creek. This example tied by Bob Herson is scraggly and insect-like in appearance, a sure bet fished along East Koy’s riffles and pools, particularly during May.



Other access points upstream can be reached at bridge crossings and along official footpaths along Lamont Road. From the formal NYSDEC parking lot above, drive 0.4 mile east on Overholt (a seasonal dirt road at this point) to Wiscoy Road (County Road 29). Take a left on Wiscoy 0.4 mile, then a left to a bridge crossing on E. Koy Road. Lamont Road is 0.3 mile west of the bridge crossing. You’ll notice a large NYSDEC sign hanging next to the bridge. You can’t park there (a dwelling owner had problems with anglers blocking his driveway), but the PFR stretch is nice. You can park up the road a distance from the bridge, along the road shoulder.

You’ll encounter several official footpath access signs located along the 7.3 miles between East Koy Road and County Road 19 on Lamont Road that will lead to the stream. These are located 0.3, 0.8, 2.3, and 4.4 miles north of the East Koy Road/Lamont Road intersection. The paths are long, running along tree lines or open farm fields. They are not difficult to trek.

You’ll see a large NYSDEC sign next to the bridge crossing at the County Road 19/Lamont Road/Shearing Road intersection. The water is nice, but make sure you don’t park directly next to the open field area next to the bridge; it’s used by the fire department during situations when they need to pump water from the stream.

Other easier areas to park are located upstream along Shearing Road, located 0.2 and 0.5 mile north of the intersection. The first large road shoulder turnout that provides parking right next to the stream undoubtedly gets heavy use early in the season after fish stockings, due to the very easy stream access. Some fly anglers prefer to fish East Koy Creek instead of Wiscoy Creek. Much of the season, East Koy Creek doesn’t encounter the same degree of fishing activity once general angling pressure subsides shortly after trout are stocked early in the spring. Many of the same hatches that emerge on Wiscoy Creek can be encounterd on East Koy Creek. Use any fly patterns that you would cast on the Wiscoy Creek or other waters in the general area. Hare’s Ear patterns work well.




Spring Creek

Spring Creek in the Village of Caledonia is within range of a large city—Rochester—yet the challenge of catching fish here seems to thin the crowds. A NYSDEC angling parking area is located on State Route 36 (North Street) just beyond the historic Caledonia Fish Hatchery. The Caledonia facility was the first hatchery operated in the Western Hemisphere; it was founded by the “father of fish culture,” Seth Green. From the state access parking area, a short trail leads to some 1,000 feet of accessible water, below which the stream flows through private property (club water).

Spring Creek offers fairly easy wide-open casting. The Creek ranges from 50 to 75 feet wide with few casting obstructions. The shoreline is quite mucky, with buried deadfalls just waiting to trip anglers, so wading care is in order. The best way to tackle the creek is to ease into the white-sand channels where wading is easy. A primitive path along the creek’s right stream bank offers entryways into the downstream section.

While the fishing reach shares the same massive spring as the hatchery, the quarry is not dumb hatchery trout. Spring Creek trout are very brightly colored and very difficult to entice. One angler remarked, in an 1884 New Your Times story, that the fish “can only be taken with a fly, and their taste as to them is exceedingly epicurean.”

Fly fishers new to the creek will immediately become frustrated by spotting so many trout, often darting under their legs while they wade, that are disinterested in quickly rising to a fly. This is not a place for a size 12 deer hair ant that produces so well on other New York cold-spring waters, and it’s not the place for an impatient angler. Summer fishing involves 12-foot leaders and 8X tippets, along with midge flies as small as size 32.


[image: Tom Daly plays a fussy Spring Creek brown trout that took a Kurland Midge. The creek’s public fishing stretch inhabits fussy trout. Flowing out of the Caledonia Fish Hatchery, anglers are often surprised when they learn its colorful resident brown trout are not as easy to catch as they might have assumed. Pods of fish will readily show themselves within feet of the stream bank, paying no attention to an angler’s fly offering.]
Tom Daly plays a fussy Spring Creek brown trout that took a Kurland Midge. The creek’s public fishing stretch inhabits fussy trout. Flowing out of the Caledonia Fish Hatchery, anglers are often surprised when they learn its colorful resident brown trout are not as easy to catch as they might have assumed. Pods of fish will readily show themselves within feet of the stream bank, paying no attention to an angler’s fly offering.



Thomas Aquinas Daly and Bruce Kurland (1938–2013), two talented artists, two dear fly-fishing friends, who enjoyed decades of experience on Spring Creek, called their favorite slice of water “the laboratory.” It’s a place to study the dimpling trout and a water to continue their search for optimum summer fly designs. I ran into the two on the creek, over a decade ago. Our pleasant streamside chat was most enjoyable.


[image: Spring Creek offers wide-open casting to hypercritical brown trout. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)]
Spring Creek offers wide-open casting to hypercritical brown trout. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)



“We prefer overcast days,” Bruce explained to me on the stream that summer during a 90-degree day (Daly was in the middle of landing a fine 13-inch brown). “The line will not cast a shadow over the fish and lessens (the chance of) spooking them.”

Bruce designed a midge pattern that seems to take trout fairly regularly during the heat and midday. Tom, who is well known for his landscape and sporting paintings, explained the development of the fly while we chatted at streamside. “We had been using myriad small flies, including Jassids, to no avail. We found the actual insect [Diptera] that Bruce copied with a unique wing design. Any type quill on the body seems to work.”

Tom uses a size 28 TMC 518 hook, which has a short shank, straight eye, a 3X fine wire, and a wider gap than other small hooks on the market. The midge fly wing is created by clipping a dun hackle into two very narrow, splayed-out hackle barb wings. The barbs are attached to the quill, on each side, and secured to the hook shank. The brownish hackle is trimmed top and bottom. The two enjoyed fishing the Blue-Winged Olive hatches together on Spring Creek, as well as the Sulphurs, at other times during the season. But they recognized that Spring Creek’s fertile, ultra-cold spring water offers good sport during the summer.

There is no doubt one of the most knowledgeable Spring Creek anglers is Bob Herson. Bob, a commercial fly tier, fishing guide, and ardent Spring Creek fly fisher, is known for helping keep fly bins full at the Dette Fly Shop in the Catskills. However, he lives a couple hundred feet from Spring Creek, in Caledonia, and if anyone understands the challenges of netting a trout on that stream, it’s Bob. The flies he recommended and tied are awesome. He’s also a very knowledgeable Oatka Creek fly fisher. Spring Creek dumps into the Oatka in Caledonia.




[image: Kurland Midge (Tom Daly) Tom Daly, along with his fishing partner Bruce Kurland, developed a midge pattern in 2009 that brought consistent fish-catching results. Small Jassid patterns didn’t work well for the two, which led to the development of their very tiny fly that better matched the Diptera trout sipped on their favorite stretch. Tom ties the fly on a size 28 TMC 518 hook.]
Kurland Midge (Tom Daly) Tom Daly, along with his fishing partner Bruce Kurland, developed a midge pattern in 2009 that brought consistent fish-catching results. Small Jassid patterns didn’t work well for the two, which led to the development of their very tiny fly that better matched the Diptera trout sipped on their favorite stretch. Tom ties the fly on a size 28 TMC 518 hook.




[image: Burkhart Nymph (tied by Bob Herson) Bob Herson also embraces a Burkhart Nymph when asked about Spring Creek fly choices. A Daiichi 1120 hook is a good choice when tying the pattern. Bob hangs wood-duck flank fiber tails offa grey goose biot body. In communication, Bob described how he ties the thorax: “The Burkhart’s thorax is grey goose that I like to twist while wrapping forward as the fibers seem to stand out better. I then bring the fibers up to the eye of the hook, make a couple wraps, and then draw it back to the start of the thorax, make a few thread wraps, and draw it back to the eye of the hook and tie off. The wing case is situated on the top of the hookas always. Same technique you would use in the Sawyer Pheasant tail. I always add to coats of thin lacquer to the wing case.”]
Burkhart Nymph (tied by Bob Herson) Bob Herson also embraces a Burkhart Nymph when asked about Spring Creek fly choices. A Daiichi 1120 hook is a good choice when tying the pattern. Bob hangs wood-duck flank fiber tails off a grey goose biot body. In communication, Bob described how he ties the thorax: “The Burkhart’s thorax is grey goose that I like to twist while wrapping forward as the fibers seem to stand out better. I then bring the fibers up to the eye of the hook, make a couple wraps, and then draw it back to the start of the thorax, make a few thread wraps, and draw it back to the eye of the hook and tie off. The wing case is situated on the top of the hook as always. Same technique you would use in the Sawyer Pheasant tail. I always add to coats of thin lacquer to the wing case.”




[image: Bonbright-Improved (tied by Bob Herson) Commercial fly tier Bob Herson, who lives on the banks of Spring Creek, is the angler to ask when contemplating an outing on Spring Creek. Patterns such as his Bonbright-improved combine a 6/0 purple Uni-thread body, lacquered twice. He ties the thorax with Ice Dub UV Purple. A bit of pearl flash adds some sparkle. It’s tied both with and without a beadhead. If he ties it with a bead, Bob prefers black.]
Bonbright-Improved (tied by Bob Herson) Commercial fly tier Bob Herson, who lives on the banks of Spring Creek, is the angler to ask when contemplating an outing on Spring Creek. Patterns such as his Bonbright-improved combine a 6/0 purple Uni-thread body, lacquered twice. He ties the thorax with Ice Dub UV Purple. A bit of pearl flash adds some sparkle. It’s tied both with and without a beadhead. If he ties it with a bead, Bob prefers black.




[image: Spring Creek Scud (tied by Bob Herson) Scud patterns are always popular on spring creeks, including this water. Bob Herson designed this interesting version. Its body combines orange and olive rabbit fur, ribbed with ultra-small gold wire. UV wader repair adhesive is used to form the dorsal part of the fly.]
Spring Creek Scud (tied by Bob Herson) Scud patterns are always popular on spring creeks, including this water. Bob Herson designed this interesting version. Its body combines orange and olive rabbit fur, ribbed with ultra-small gold wire. UV wader repair adhesive is used to form the dorsal part of the fly.




[image: McBride Nymph (tied by Bob Herson) Tied on a Daiichi 1560 hook, using 8/0 olive thread, Bob tails the fly with a few barred wood-duck flank fiber that exit a body created with 2-4 turkey tail fibers. The turkey tail thorax is built up with black wire, with flash pulled over the top, lacquered two to three times. No doubt a good all-purpose nymph.]
McBride Nymph (tied by Bob Herson) Tied on a Daiichi 1560 hook, using 8/0 olive thread, Bob tails the fly with a few barred wood-duck flank fiber that exit a body created with 2-4 turkey tail fibers. The turkey tail thorax is built up with black wire, with flash pulled over the top, lacquered two to three times. No doubt a good all-purpose nymph.






[image: The Oatka “Trail” section provides easy access to the stream that’s popular with both conventional tackle anglers as well as fly fishers during early to mid-spring. Categorized as Stocked by NYSDEC, the “Trail” reach is best fished during spring. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)]
The Oatka “Trail” section provides easy access to the stream that’s popular with both conventional tackle anglers as well as fly fishers during early to mid-spring. Categorized as Stocked by NYSDEC, the “Trail” reach is best fished during spring. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)






Oatka Creek

Flowing through four counties—Wyoming, Genesee, Livingston, and Monroe—the 58-mile-long Oatka Creek changes its character by the time it reaches its confluence with the Genesee River near Scottsville, a dozen or so miles south of Rochester. Oatka Creek has sections categorized by NYSDEC as Stocked, Stocked-Extended, and Wild-Quality.

The headwater stretches near Warsaw are not prime fly-fishing waters. Not until the creek makes its turn from flowing north to flowing east near the County Road 19/Oatka Trail intersection near North Le Roy does it transform into better trout water. Cold springs on the Oatka from what is called the “Blue Hole” change the stream enough to attract fly anglers along the Oatka Trail. However, the “Trail” reach is still mainly supported by hatchery trout stockings. A few wild fish are in the mix. Prime wild trout water picks up once the cold waters of Spring Creek join the stream at Mumford a few miles downstream.

Whenever Oatka Creek pops up in a discussion, I immediately think back to an episode on the stream years ago with my friend Harry Leichtweis. I had recently transferred from a research support position on the Cornell University campus in Ithaca to their Experiment Station, 50 miles north at Geneva, New York. That’s where I met Harry, in 1980, who was working on a joint collaborative research project. Sometime after, Harry suggested we fish one of his favorite streams. I recently spoke with Harry and asked him if he recalled the Hendrickson hatch fishing outing we enjoyed years ago on Oatka Creek, during a spinner fall. “Oh, yes! It was epic!” Harry replied.

It was “epic.” The Hendrickson spinner fall was one of the most impressive we had ever experienced. The trout went nuts when the bugs dropped to the water surface, in a feeding frenzy. Multiple hook-ups had me going nuts, too. Meanwhile, I was hollering for Harry to join me upstream on my stretch where the action was. Harry was in water a couple hundred feet downstream, still fumbling with leader material. I briefly left my spot and waded down to help him out, still trying to convince him to relocate upstream. Harry stayed put, but I waded back upstream to resume where I left off. However, the 18-inch colorful wild Oatka brown trout I showed him in my net made him think he should have listened to me. It was a gorgeous fish.


[image: Oatka Creek at the lower Catch and Release section. Oatka Creek, which reaches downstream from Mumford, attracts most fly anglers who visit the stream. Access is plentiful and easy along the creek’s 1.7-mile Special Regulations reach that is well cared for by the Seth Green Chapter of Trout Unlimited and other conservation groups.]
Oatka Creek at the lower Catch and Release section. Oatka Creek, which reaches downstream from Mumford, attracts most fly anglers who visit the stream. Access is plentiful and easy along the creek’s 1.7-mile Special Regulations reach that is well cared for by the Seth Green Chapter of Trout Unlimited and other conservation groups.



Oatka, like many New York trout streams, has experienced its ups and downs over the last decades, but organizations such as Trout Unlimited and others have helped it with habitat improvements. Merganser waterfowl preying on trout, lack of suitable habitat protection, and other factors have impacted the creek since my early days on the Oatka. However, the stream has enjoyed a rebound.

The stream reach where I experienced that initial Oatka Hendrickson action is along Oatka Trail, a popular stretch because it receives ample brown trout hatchery fish stockings. It’s also popular because a couple of parking turnouts are located directly next to the stream. A formal NYSDEC angling parking lot marked by a large hanging sign is located on the Oatka Trail stream reach.

If approaching from the Mumford area, near Caledonia, go 0.5 mile west on State Route 36 from the State Route 36/State Route 383 intersection to County Road 245 (Oatka Road). Keep on Oatka Road. It eventually changes to County Road 17 (Oatka Trail). The creek flows next to Oatka Trail about 2.9 miles from Mumford. (Incidentally, I caught that big brown at the creek’s bend on that stretch.) A few well-worn short paths lead into the water from the road shoulder where parking is easy. The formal parking lot is located next to a dwelling another 2.5 miles or so up the road on the left. A path leads to the stream. If approaching from the west, the lot is located a half-mile from the Circular Hill Road/Oatka Trail intersection.

You’ll want to fish the Oatka Trail stretch primarily in the spring. Hendricksons (Ephemerella subvaria) still emerge along that stretch. I’ve never found the Oatka Trail section particularly productive during the summer months when the water levels drop and the temperatures rise. Oatka Creek’s action can pick back up in the fall, especially downstream from the Mumford area where some mighty nice wild browns inhabit the stream. Commercial fly tier Bob Herson, who knows that stream well (because he lives next to Spring Creek), showed me photos of some awesome big lower creek browns. He’s one heck of good tier, and like his knowledge of Spring Creek patterns, he knows what flies are effective for the Oatka.


[image: Pheasant Tail Dry (tied by Bob Herson) While Bob Herson lives on the banks of Spring Creek, he’s most enthusiastic about fishing Oatka Creek downstream from its confluence with Spring Creek. Bob recommends several patterns, including an easy-to-tie Pheasant Tail Dry. With light dun hackle wings, darker dun hackle tails, darker dun hackle collar, and darker brown pheasant tail body (ribbed with wire), it has the appearance of a Catskill-style dry fly.]
Pheasant Tail Dry (tied by Bob Herson) While Bob Herson lives on the banks of Spring Creek, he’s most enthusiastic about fishing Oatka Creek downstream from its confluence with Spring Creek. Bob recommends several patterns, including an easy-to-tie Pheasant Tail Dry. With light dun hackle wings, darker dun hackle tails, darker dun hackle collar, and darker brown pheasant tail body (ribbed with wire), it has the appearance of a Catskill-style dry fly.




[image: Cree Caddis (tied by Bob Herson) Caddisfly patterns, including dry flies, are effective on Oatka Creek, as they are on all New York State trout streams. Bob Herson’s Cree Caddis, tied with cree hackle, clipped underneath, floats well. Its wood-duck flank wing also contributes to the mixture of shades that gives the pattern a very insect-like appearance.]
Cree Caddis (tied by Bob Herson) Caddisfly patterns, including dry flies, are effective on Oatka Creek, as they are on all New York State trout streams. Bob Herson’s Cree Caddis, tied with cree hackle, clipped underneath, floats well. Its wood-duck flank wing also contributes to the mixture of shades that gives the pattern a very insect-like appearance.




[image: Sulphur Parachute (tied by Bob Herson) Sulphur hatch encounters on Oatka Creek require fly anglers to have a supply of their favorite Sulphur patterns on hand. Many effective Sulphur dry fly patterns have been created and every fly angler has a favorite. Bob Herson’s parachute version is effective on Oatka Creek. Bob likes to tie his with a white poly post, lightly hackled, and prefers microfibbet tails, two on each side. His body is a beaver fur mix.]
Sulphur Parachute (tied by Bob Herson) Sulphur hatch encounters on Oatka Creek require fly anglers to have a supply of their favorite Sulphur patterns on hand. Many effective Sulphur dry fly patterns have been created and every fly angler has a favorite. Bob Herson’s parachute version is effective on Oatka Creek. Bob likes to tie his with a white poly post, lightly hackled, and prefers microfibbet tails, two on each side. His body is a beaver fur mix.




[image: Zug Bug (tied by Bob Herson) A few different versions of the famous Zug Bug, including beadhead styles, have kept both anglers and trout happy for many decades. Attributed to Pensylvanian Cliff Zug, going back to 1930, it’s still a very popular fly that is easy to tie.]
Zug Bug (tied by Bob Herson) A few different versions of the famous Zug Bug, including beadhead styles, have kept both anglers and trout happy for many decades. Attributed to Pensylvanian Cliff Zug, going back to 1930, it’s still a very popular fly that is easy to tie.



Most of the experienced Oatka fly anglers don’t have much interest in the “Trail” section; they cast lines in stretches that hold wild, big browns. The creek downstream from Mumford is enhanced and, in many ways, much different from the Oatka Trail reach. The stream’s influx from Spring Creek provides water temperatures conducive to wild trout management. Restrictive harvest as well as Catch and Release regulations are in place, practices that help ensure the Oatka’s wild trout sustainability.

Prior to October 1, 2000, a section of the wild reach allowed for high minimum trout size and minimum creel limits. However, the 1.7-mile stretch along Oatka Creek County Park, categorized as Wild-Quality, was changed to complete Catch and Release after that date. The Oatka Creek County Park section is located off Union Street. The reach in the park from Union Street upstream to Wheatland Center Road falls under the Oatka Creek Special Regulations as year-round Catch and Release and artificial lures only.

There are a couple different ways to get into Oatka Creek’s Special Regulations section. Unless you’re interested in a very long (yet pleasant) walk along a trail through the main section of the park, much easier access is available. Most anglers park at the designated fishing access lot, located on the north side of the Union Street bridge crossing, down the road from the park’s main entrance. It’s marked by an Oatka Creek Park sign at its entrance. A maintained footpath leads down the hill to the stream. Check out the little “Flybrary” at the parking area kiosk, where anglers can take a fly and leave a fly. It was placed in memory of fly angler Joe Verdone.

A pleasant walk down the wide path will lead to a smaller yet well-used path that directly follows the creek. You’ll instantly recognize that the stretch is well cared for. A significant number of bankside tree sapling grow tubes are located along the stream. The Genesee River Trees for Tribs program was initiated to help replace dead or dying ash trees impacted by Emerald Ash Borer insects. The Seth Green Chapter of Trout Unlimited along with the Oatka Creek Watershed workers and other conservation groups did the plantings. You’ll also notice other habitat improvements along the stream reach categorized as Wild-Quality. Some nice riffle/pool structure exists upstream toward the railroad bridge crossing, along the rocky bank on the opposite side of the stream. A small streamside bench is located directly downstream from the bridge where anglers can watch for anticipated rises during the hatch.

Special Regulations also apply downstream of Union Street to Bowerman Road. It’s Catch and Release between October 16 and March 31, artificial lures only, but a two-fish harvest with 12-inch minimum size is allowed April 1 through October 15. New York State also allowed the same regulation upstream of Wheatland Center Road to the mouth of Spring Creek in Mumford.

During the early season, you’ll encounter Little Black Stoneflies (Taeniopteryx nivalis), followed by the usual variety of mayflies and caddis flies that inhabit other area streams. Be sure to have Sulphur patterns when that mayfly appears later in the season.




Ischua Creek

I asked my friend, Harry Leichtweis, how to correctly pronounce the local trout stream where he first learned to cast flies. I wrongly pronounced the stream that originates in the Town of Machias, Catteraguas County, “Ish—oo—wah.” Harry would know. After the creek flows 20 miles downstream from its source, it eventually dumps into the Allegany River at Olean. Harry grew up in Olean and attended college in the same city located less than 10 miles from the Pennsylvania border. The stream is pronounced “ISH-way.”



[image: Ischua Creek, at the Cooney Road NYSDEC angling access area. While some wild trout inhabit its upper reaches, NYSDEC categorizes the Ischua as Stocked.]
Ischua Creek, at the Cooney Road NYSDEC angling access area. While some wild trout inhabit its upper reaches, NYSDEC categorizes the Ischua as Stocked.



Access is not a problem on this stream that’s inhabited by both hatchery and wild brown trout, although NYSDEC categorized the stream Stocked. Most of the encounters are with stocked fish that anglers net along the 17 miles of PFR water from Machias downstream to Maplehurst, just short of I-86. The PFR reaches are not continuous as the stream traverses through the upstream reaches around the hamlet of Machias and the Village of Franklinville. Ischua continues downstream through the small hamlets of Cadiz, Fitch, and its namesake Ischua. The creek intermittently flows through posted and private sections.

Along its stretches, Ischua Creek receives around 7,500 brown trout between 9 and 15 inches. Anglers might be surprised to latch into large Randolph Fish Hatchery breeder trout and surplus browns that are usually stocked in late September into October in the Ischua and other area waters. NYSDEC reported that the adult wild trout population around Franklinville has varied from around 100 fish per mile to upwards of 500 per mile in some years.

The uppermost PFR reach is located north of Franklinville near Machias. Drive 5 miles north of the intersection of Plymouth Street and North Main Street (State Route 16) to State Route 242. (You’ll notice a small, official fishing-access footpath sign directly across from Barbara’s Maple Haven Restaurant at this intersection. Bypass it for now.) Take a left on State Route 242 and head west to Maple Avenue Drive a little less than a mile to the bridge crossing.

You can park on the far side of the bridge, on the road shoulder beyond the guardrail, near a NYSDEC large hanging sign. Get into the water by making your way down a short, steep, grassy hill at the bridge crossing. After exiting a small pool directly below the bridge, the stream flows down around a bend behind Gary Herman Memorial Park. If you’re after wild fish, there’s a chance you’ll get one along this reach.




[image: Ischua Creek has greater significance than trout fishing. The creek is thought to be part of a network of clandestine routes established during the nineteenth century that enabled African Americans to seek refuge in free states and Canada.]
Ischua Creek has greater significance than trout fishing. The creek is thought to be part of a network of clandestine routes established during the nineteenth century that enabled African Americans to seek refuge in free states and Canada.



Working your way downstream, the next PFR reach that’s worthy of a couple casts is located back down at the State Route 16/Plymouth Street intersection, across from Barbara’s Maple Haven Restaurant. A short official footpath beginning at the small sign will lead to the stream. Long, slow-moving pools that typify Ischua Creek throughout its length flow through this section.

A longer PFR reach with similar slow-moving pools in Franklinville is located a short drive downstream at a formal NYSDEC angling parking area on Factory Street Drive 0.6 mile south on Main Street to Elm Street. Take a right and go a couple hundred feet to Factory Street on the left. You’ll encounter a formal NYSDEC angling parking area marked by a hanging sign a couple hundred feet down the road. Walk across the mowed area between the spruce trees to the water. You might see a massive log jam once you arrive at the creek. It’ll take one heck of a flood event to move the jumble of broken trees, limbs, and woody debris. If that stretch doesn’t elicit fish strikes, head further downstream.

The stream winds and turns as it makes its way south to the State Route 98 bridge crossing. To reach it, drive 1.3 miles south from the Elm Street/State Route 16 intersection to the State Route 16/State Route 98 intersection in Cadiz. You can park at the intersection and walk a couple hundred feet to the stream at the bridge. (There’s not a lot of room to park near the large hanging NYSDEC sign at the bridge.) The more interesting feature about this area is a historical sign located near the bridge. Ischua Creek is believed to be a route on the Underground Railroad, where freedom seekers rafted.

Water somewhat more fly-fishing friendly is located a short distance downstream at a second formal NYSDEC angling parking area located on Cooney Road. Drive just short of a mile south on State Route 16 where you’ll see a large NYSDEC hanging sign at its intersection with Cooney Road. Drive a short distance down Cooney Road (a short dead-end road) to the large streamside parking lot. The stream enters slower-moving water from a nice yet short upstream run then continues downstream into reaches typically strewn with deadfalls that provide fish habitat cover. The creek here, located directly in front of the parking area, is very popular with early season anglers, largely because it’s so accessible. Expect company during April and May.

Ischua Creek’s low-gradient nature continues downstream, passing under bridge crossings that generally feature the same flatwater structure, typically with slow water and often deep pools. Some crossings, such as at Coal Chutes Road, have tailouts downstream from the bridge pools that harbor nice fish. Coal Chutes Road is located 1.7 miles south of Cooney Road off State Route 16.

The PFR reach at Coal Chutes Road is upstream from the truss bridge. However, a run a hundred feet or so downstream is apparently not posted, other than “no littering” signs located at the downstream sides of the bridge. Other bridge crossings off State Route 16 at Pierce Hill Road, Five Mile Road, Dutch Hill Road, and others downstream provide access to PFR reaches.

The Pierce Road bridge crossing, located a mile south of Coal Chutes Road, off State Route 16, has the typical, long flatwater above the bridge, but there’s a nicer stretch that flows on the downstream side. The reach quickly reverts to the stream’s characteristic pool structure, then snakes and winds downstream to the Five Mile Road crossing, located a half-mile south of Pierce Road, off State Route 16. What makes this crossing interesting are the very large parking turnouts that surround both sides of the bridge.

The stream structure isn’t very remarkable until it gets down to the Dutch Hill Road crossing located 2.5 miles south of Pierce Road off State Route 16. At the State Route 16 intersection, take a right then in 0.2 mile, cross the bridge. Park on the road shoulder on the far side of the bridge, beyond the guardrail. The PFR water located downstream from the bridge has water worth trying.

Anglers who are willing to trek into reaches well away from roads and bridge crossings can access Ischua Creek via two additional NYSDEC footpaths marked by small signs along State Route 16. They both roughly follow overhead power lines. One is located 0.7 mile south from Cooney Road. The other path is located just short of the State Route 16/Hatch Road intersection approximately 1.7 miles south of Dutch Hill Road. A green Olean Airport sign is located just a few feet from the small official footpath sign, near a utility pole. Ample area for parking is located across State Route 16 on the corner of Hatch Road.

The “footpath” (hang tight to the left of a cultivated cornfield under the power lines) leads to a nice downstream riffle stretch that roughly parallels the railroad tracks along the stream at that point. You’ll encounter a freshly posted NYSDEC Stocked section categorization signage along the stream bank. Other nice structures are located upstream. After flowing a short distance, the creek bumps back next to State Route 16, along a rocky embankment, then quickly flows away from the road. Anglers who wish to sample the slow-moving stretch where the stream briefly flows along the embankment, as well as stretches downstream, can do so by parking along the wide road shoulder located directly across State Route 16.

The creek soon vanishes from sight and resumes snaking its way south toward the Farwell Road bridge crossing. Farwell Road is located less than a half-mile from where the stream bumped against State Route 16 along the stone embankment. There’s enough room to park near the railroad tracks. The creek doesn’t look that enticing directly around the Farwell bridge crossing.


[image: Black Trude (Mike Valla) When fly anglers hearof Trude flies, chances are they would think of dry fly patterns with that name. Original Trude flies, however, were hairwing patterns fished subsurface. Ischua Creek is a long way from where the original Trude fly was first originated in 1901 on the Buffalo River, a tributary of the Snake River in Idaho. Carter H. Harrison tied the first Trude, using red spaniel hair for a wing. Harrison tied variations of his original that included a black pattern, tied with black squirrel tail for a wing. The original black version, or a contemporary version tied with a conehead, is perfect for some of Ischua’s deeper pools.]
Black Trude (Mike Valla) When fly anglers hear of Trude flies, chances are they would think of dry fly patterns with that name. Original Trude flies, however, were hairwing patterns fished subsurface. Ischua Creek is a long way from where the original Trude fly was first originated in 1901 on the Buffalo River, a tributary of the Snake River in Idaho. Carter H. Harrison tied the first Trude, using red spaniel hair for a wing. Harrison tied variations of his original that included a black pattern, tied with black squirrel tail for a wing. The original black version, or a contemporary version tied with a conehead, is perfect for some of Ischua’s deeper pools.




[image: Muddler (Mike Valla) Angler Harry Leichtweis, who grew up in Olean, New York, on the Ischua, recalls fishing the famous Muddler Minnow on the stream as a hopper pattern, dressed with floatant. Muddler Minnows, first tied by Don Gapen (1907–1986) in August 1936 while fishing in Nipigon, Ontario, looked a bit different than modern versions. The heads were loosely spun with deer hair, not well-compacted, and shaped as it is usually tied today.]
Muddler (Mike Valla) Angler Harry Leichtweis, who grew up in Olean, New York, on the Ischua, recalls fishing the famous Muddler Minnow on the stream as a hopper pattern, dressed with floatant. Muddler Minnows, first tied by Don Gapen (1907–1986) in August 1936 while fishing in Nipigon, Ontario, looked a bit different than modern versions. The heads were loosely spun with deer hair, not well-compacted, and shaped as it is usually tied today.




[image: Kings River Caddis (Mike Valla) Kings River Caddis, a simple turkey wing pattern developedby Wayne “Buz” Buszek (1912–1965) on the Kings River in California, was one of the first dry fly caddis patterns developed many years ago. Originally named Rio de los Santos (“River of the Holy Kings”), Kings River below Pine Flat Dam in the San Joaquin Valley near Piedra, California, looks nothing likethe Ischua Creek. However, this old pattern will still entice fish on most any stream.]
Kings River Caddis (Mike Valla) Kings River Caddis, a simple turkey wing pattern developed by Wayne “Buz” Buszek (1912–1965) on the Kings River in California, was one of the first dry fly caddis patterns developed many years ago. Originally named Rio de los Santos (“River of the Holy Kings”), Kings River below Pine Flat Dam in the San Joaquin Valley near Piedra, California, looks nothing like the Ischua Creek. However, this old pattern will still entice fish on most any stream.



Modest structure and riffles are encountered again once the stream reappears and bumps close to State Route 16, about 1.5 miles from the Farwell Road intersection, just upstream before it approaches Kent Road. A challenge is finding a safe place to park along the meager road shoulders. Ischua Creek maintains its monotonous feature, with its long, slow-moving flats flowing along expansive agricultural fields at the Kent Road bridge crossing.

Harry Leichtweis fondly recalls the times when he was a young man fishing the Kent Road reach with salted minnow rigs, enjoying catching rainbow trout that were once stocked in the stream. Harry recalls fishing Muddler Minnows as hoppers with his fly-fishing mentor. They treated the Muddlers with fly floatant. While dry flies, particularly caddis dry fly patterns, undoubtedly can entice the brown trout during modest mayfly and caddis hatches, the Ischua is a nice creek to cast streamers, wet-flies, and nymphs. Black Woolly Buggers or similar patterns and Conehead Muddlers or regular Muddler patterns should be fished through deeper runs and pools.




Genesee River (Upper)

It has been written water from rains that fall on the modest hill in northcentral Pennsylvania, in Ulysses Township, Potter County, might flow in one of three directions. The water might end up in the Allegheny River, then flow west to the Mississippi. Or the droplets might contribute to hydrology that heads southeasterly to Pine Creek then into the Susquehanna River. Or water that the rains provide to the hillside might end up flowing north into the Genesee River, then into New York, ending up in Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River. The “triple divide,” as such watersheds are called, sets apart the Genesee from other major rivers in New York; it’s also a unique and diverse fishery.

The trickle seepage that begins in Gold, Pennsylvania—marked by a simple sign mounted on a metal pipe post—is the birthplace of the mighty and historic Genesee River that flows nearly 160 miles before it dumps into Lake Ontario in Rochester, New York. At the river’s mouth and upstream to what is called the “lower falls,” anglers cast lines for lake-run chinook salmon, coho salmon, brown trout, and steelhead (see Lower Genesee River segment, page 72).

However, the Genesee River reaches in its headwaters, just across the Pennsylvania border and downstream, is a completely different fishery. Anglers enjoy fly fishing for typical stream brown and rainbow trout using conventional fly-fishing equipment and fly patterns. NYSDEC categorized the stream as Stocked-Extended and annually stocks over 20,000 brown trout and over 16,000 rainbow trout along its 18 miles of PFR water. Both official NYSDEC angling parking areas as well as official footpaths will get you into the stream.


[image: Tim Didas, Flymph-pattern aficionado, on the upper Genesee River. Tim and friend Ray Tucker enjoy fishing the upper Genesee together with not only sinking soft-hackle Flymphs but also dry flies. (PHOTO RAY TUCKER)]
Tim Didas, Flymph-pattern aficionado, on the upper Genesee River. Tim and friend Ray Tucker enjoy fishing the upper Genesee together with not only sinking soft-hackle Flymphs but also dry flies. (PHOTO RAY TUCKER)



From the New York/Pennsylvania State Line (just south of Shongo, New York), drive 1 mile north along State Route 19 to the first official footpath access. A small sign leading to the path is on the road shoulder. Only an ambitious angler who desires to get off the beaten waters will choose to take the footpath that leads a few hundred feet distance to the stream. At its beginning, the footpath leads down a very steep hill. Be sure to have a wading staff or walking stick ready in-hand to help you down the slope. Some decent riffles and runs flow through that reach.

Anglers who would rather get into the river more quickly can do so by driving north along State Route 19 another mile to a bridge crossing where a formal NYSDEC angling parking lot is located on the right, on the north side of the bridge. You’ll see a large NYSDEC hanging sign that alerts anglers that the location is the upstream boundary of the 2.5-mile-long Special Regulation Catch and Release section. A few runs downstream from the bridge can provide decent fly fishing.

Another option for anglers who wish to sample waters well upstream from the bridge is to relocate to nice riffle and run stretches along Hawks Road. Hawks Road runs along the opposite side of the stream from where the long official footpath on State Route 19 (mentioned previously) led to that general stream area. Depart the formal angling parking lot at the bridge then drive a few hundred feet to Hawks Road. Take a right on Hawks Road and drive 1.5 miles to a large parking turnout on the right. The parking area is one of a handful that provides access to the 9-mile Wellsville, Addison and Galeton (WAG) trail that runs along the Genesee River. (You’ll also pass an access site shortly after turning onto Hawks Road, but bypass that one to get to better water upstream.) A kiosk is located at the turnout that includes a trail map and other information.

The WAG trail is a multi-use recreational trail that runs between the Village of Wellsville and the Pennsylvania State Line. It follows the direction of the former WAG Railroad along the upper Genesee River, hence its name. Be sure to view a NYSDEC map of the trail, available online.

The stream here, located not far downstream from the Pennsylvania State Line, runs directly in front of the parking area and WAG trail at this location, allowing quick access. Watch for private property posted signs very close to this official WAG access sites. The PFR on that side of the river is short but enough to get you into the stream and very close to the WAG trail where you won’t encounter any issues. (The far side of the stream has continuous PFR access.)

Incidentally, the WAG also provides access to other PFR reaches downstream that flow well away from road. The WAG leads very close to the second formal NYSDEC angling parking lot on Graves Road. Drive 0.6 mile north of the last bridge crossing mentioned above on State Route 19 to Graves Road. Take a left, and go 0.3 mile to the angling parking lot at the bridge crossing marked by a large NYSDEC hanging sign.

The popular Graves Road reach is still within the Special Regulation Catch and Release stretch. The water upstream from Graves Road takes a sinuous course through small island-like features before it straightens out and flows in more continuous, slow-moving fashion under the bridge. The river continues below the bridge into a long flat. A nice run exits along the flat a couple hundred feet downstream, still flowing through PFR water as it does above the bridge.

The river then winds and turns north, well away from the WAG trail for about a mile before it rejoins it again a mile or so upstream from the terminus of the Catch and Release stretch at the County Road 29 bridge crossing. Drive north along State Route 19 2.1 miles from its intersection with Graves Road, and then turn left onto County Road 29. You’ll encounter NYSDEC parking lot signage that designates the lower boundary of the Special Regulation Catch and Release section. Ample parking room is located on both sides of the bridge.



[image: Lil’ Dorothy (tied by Ray Tucker) Created by Mark Libertone, a friend of many, including this author, lived in Wellsville before his untimely passing several years ago. Mark’s all-time favorite pattern that he loved to cast on the upper Genesee washis Lil’ Dorothy. A fitting tribute to Mark, his good friend and fishing companion Ray Tucker tied this beautiful example of the pattern. Mark used pale orange embroidery thread (#722) for its abdomen, cahill color hare’s ear dubbing for the thorax, cream or pale ginger hackle, and Mustad 3906 or 3399A hooks.]
Lil’ Dorothy (tied by Ray Tucker) Created by Mark Libertone, a friend of many, including this author, lived in Wellsville before his untimely passing several years ago. Mark’s all-time favorite pattern that he loved to cast on the upper Genesee was his Lil’ Dorothy. A fitting tribute to Mark, his good friend and fishing companion Ray Tucker tied this beautiful example of the pattern. Mark used pale orange embroidery thread (#722) for its abdomen, cahill color hare’s ear dubbing for the thorax, cream or pale ginger hackle, and Mustad 3906 or 3399A hooks.




[image: Zebra Midge (tied by Bob Herson) Fly fishers heading for the upper Genesee River should tucka few Zebra Midge patterns in the fly box. Zebra Midge is said to have been originated in 1996 by Ted Welling along the Colorado River. A great tailwater and stillwater pattern, it’s also found to be effective most anywhere trout are feeding on tiny Diptera. It’s also effective when fished as a dropper fly along with a dry fly on-point along slow-moving pools.]
Zebra Midge (tied by Bob Herson) Fly fishers heading for the upper Genesee River should tuck a few Zebra Midge patterns in the fly box. Zebra Midge is said to have been originated in 1996 by Ted Welling along the Colorado River. A great tailwater and stillwater pattern, it’s also found to be effective most anywhere trout are feeding on tiny Diptera. It’s also effective when fished as a dropper fly along with a dry fly on-point along slow-moving pools.




[image: Diving Caddis (tied by Ray Tucker) All kindsof Diving Caddis patterns have been createdover the years. However, simple Diving Caddis patterns, such as the example Ray Tucker tied here in memory of Mark Liebertone, who created this version, works well on the upper Genesee River. Mark preferred to tie the fly on Mustad 3906 or 3399A in sizes 12 to 16. He used olive floss or embroidery thread as an egg sac tag behind a hare’s ear fur body that contained plenty of guard hairs. Fine gold wire served as a rib. Olive thread tied off its brown partridge hackle. Mark created the soft-hackle fly to represent some caddis that dive below the water surface to deposit eggs.]
Diving Caddis (tied by Ray Tucker) All kinds of Diving Caddis patterns have been created over the years. However, simple Diving Caddis patterns, such as the example Ray Tucker tied here in memory of Mark Liebertone, who created this version, works well on the upper Genesee River. Mark preferred to tie the fly on Mustad 3906 or 3399A in sizes 12 to 16. He used olive floss or embroidery thread as an egg sac tag behind a hare’s ear fur body that contained plenty of guard hairs. Fine gold wire served as a rib. Olive thread tied off its brown partridge hackle. Mark created the soft-hackle fly to represent some caddis that dive below the water surface to deposit eggs.



After departing the Catch and Release stretch, the stream flows out of and then back into PFR water, picking up Ford’s brook near the WAG. I’ve never fished Ford Brook’s junction with the Genesee, but a local spin fishing angler told me it has produced nice trout. It flows into the river not far upstream from another formal NYSDEC angling parking lot located at the Jack Bridge Road bridge crossing. A couple of picnic tables are located next to the river at the lot, a nice place to stop for lunch. Swing wet flies and nymphs along the nice run upstream from the bridge. It’s also decent dry fly water when the stream isn’t running too high.

Try additional locations that provide nice fly-fishing water downstream at the Wiedrick Road and County Road 31A bridge crossings. Wiedrick Road is located off State Route 19 about 1.6 miles north of Jack Bridge Road. Turn onto Wiedrick, and drive just past the Wellsville Rod and Gun Club to the bridge. Fish upstream with dry flies, and swing wet flies through the riffles near the little dam located a few hundred feet upstream. The County Road 31A bridge crossing along Back River Road is located about 10 miles downstream from Weidrick Road in Belmont.

Get into your waders at Genesee River Wilds Amity River access site, located at the bridge just down the road from State Route 19. It’s a large recreational area, complete with a pavilion and streamside parking. Anglers are welcome at the nice facility area. A very large roadside sign identifies the access site.

My friend, Mark Libertone, who lived in Wellsville before he passed away a few years ago, enjoyed fishing his soft-hackle Flymphs at the Wiedrick Road and Back River Road reaches with friends, among many other stretches along the Upper Genesee from Belmont upstream to the Pennsylvania State Line. A peach of a guy, and an angling companion to many, Mark was a founding member of the Upper Genesee River TU chapter and the Flymph Forum. His Lil’ Dorothy, Diving Caddis, Newton’s Flymph, and Black Stonefly Nymph, among many other soft-hackle patterns, were favorites to cast on his beloved Upper Genesee River.

Incidentally, the word “Flymph” was coined by Vernon S. (Pete) Hidy. In the Art of Tying the Wet Fly and Fishing the Flymph (1971) by J. E. Leisenring, Hidy described it as “a wingless artificial fly with a soft, translucent body of fur or wool which blends with the undercolor of the tying silk when wet, utilizing soft-hackle fibers easily activated by the currents to give the effect of an insect alive in the water, and strategically cast diagonally upstream or across for the trout to take just below or within a few inches of the surface film.”

You’ll also want a selection of dry flies in your box if fishing the Upper Genesee when the caddis and mayflies are emerging. A selection of Sulfurs, Hendricksons, Light Cahills, Olives, and general attractor patterns such as White Wulffs should be handy.

Anglers interested in fishing the Genesee River downstream from trout water reaches, along sections that inhabit warmwater species, should carry a selection of bass patterns, too. A very nice section of the river for those anglers looking for both bass and scenery is at Letchworth State Park and the Genesee River Gorge (the “Grand Canyon of the East”), some 30 miles downstream from Belmont near the village of Castile.




Cohocton River

Nearly 60 miles in length, flowing from its headwaters in Livingston County not far from Dansville, the Cohocton is a favorite among many fly anglers. Fly-fishing friends, such as Bath residents Tom and Martha Mason, have enjoyed the stream. Greg Heffner, also a Bath resident, who, like Tom, ties some awesome-looking and effective flies, has guided more than a few fly fishers on its waters. Tim Didas, another friend and Flymph-pattern lover, considers the Cohocton one of his very favorite streams. My fellow Cornell University fisheries classmate and friend Dave Bornholdt, who lives not that far from the river, in the Finger Lakes area, has taken some nice fish out of the river, too.

While the Genesee River takes its course north to Lake Ontario, the Cohocton (aka Conhocton River) flows southeasterly, into New York’s southern tier area at the bottom of New York. In its lowermost reach, its waters combine with the Tioga River, creating the Chemung River, a Susquehanna River tributary.

Along its path, the stream flows past the hamlet of Atlanta then through its namesake Village of Cohocton, then down through the villages of Avoca and Bath. It picks up small tributaries, such as Neil Creek, that contribute to its growing width as it meanders through the beautiful countryside, not far from the Finger Lakes that lie to its north.

While the Cohocton inhabits wild brown trout, along with brook trout in its headwater reaches, the river relies on hatchery stockings. NYSDEC typically stocks the river with several thousand brown trout between 9 to 15 inches, along with a few thousand 9-inch to 10-inch rainbows. The Avoca area gets heavily stocked.


[image: The Cohocton River’s Special Regulation stretch upstream from Avoca features trout-inhabiting deep pools, runs, and riffles. NYSDEC categorized Cohocton River as both Stocked-Extended and Wild-Quality. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)]
The Cohocton River’s Special Regulation stretch upstream from Avoca features trout-inhabiting deep pools, runs, and riffles. NYSDEC categorized Cohocton River as both Stocked-Extended and Wild-Quality. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)



The PFR reaches are numerous from its headwaters near Atlanta downstream to Bath. The lowermost NYSDEC angling parking lot along formal public easement water, located within the stream’s Special Regulations stretch, is located about a mile northwest of Bath at the Knight Settlement Road (County Road 15)/State Route 415 intersection bridge crossing. The lot is right next to the river, with a stone memorial bench that overlooks the stream. A memorial plaque inset placed by the Cohocton Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited remembers local angler Milt Nehrke as a “true friend of the Conhocton.”

The lowermost extent of a Special Regulation artificial-lures-only section is located just downstream from the Knight Settlement Road bridge crossing at the northern boundary of the US Veterans Facility. It extends upstream to the State Route 415 Bridge in Kanona. A formal NYSDEC angling parking area is located at the uppermost extent of the Special Regulation reach.

Drive 1.2 miles north of the Knight Settlement Road intersection, along State Route 415, to a traffic circle. Exit the traffic circle, cross the bridge, and pull into the large parking lot located on the north side of the bridge. A large NYSDEC hanging sign is located at the parking lot (this formal access lot is relatively new). The river here is typically slow-moving water, with deep pools. The Cohocton along this reach flows through a mixed-use area, with dwellings and small businesses interspersed with agricultural fields.

A very nice stream reach is located a couple of miles north of the previous parking area. Drive 2.5 miles north along State Route 415 to Owens Road. Take a right and follow the short road to a pleasant NYSDEC angling parking area next to the bridge and large hanging sign. Another memorial bench, erected by Cohocton Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Canandaigua Chapter of Trout Unlimited, and Southern Tier Float Stockers, overlooks the stream.

The brass plates honor Don Graham (the co-founder of the float-stocking program) and Bill Lavris, whose many friends also contributed to the nice remembrance. Besides being honored for his conservation-minded efforts, he was recognized by the United States Geological Survey (USGS) by naming an Antarctic peak in his honor. He was a career National Weather Service meteorologist who did weather-related research on that continent. The bench is a fitting tribute for the two.

A nice dry-fly stretch is located just downstream from the memorial bench. Owens Road continues a short distance past the parking area. Walk past the dwelling and badly weathered barn along a rough dirt road (difficult parking) that ends at a railroad bridge (you’ll notice sapling grow tubes along the stream).




Neil Creek

Things get more interesting once you continue upstream from the Village of Avoca, where you’ll enjoy some very pleasant fishing in a reach where you’ll have a good chance of netting wild brown trout. A second Special Regulation stretch exists from the northern boundary of Avoca upstream to the mouth of Neil Creek. This reach isn’t stocked and is managed as a wild trout fishery. Two formal NYSDEC angling parking lots will get you into the Special Regulation artificial-lures-only water that allows reduced creel limits and minimum 12-inch trout length size. One is located near Neil Creek, just north of the County Road 15/State Route 415 intersection. The other is downstream on Wallace Avoca Road.

A quick 5-minute, 4.5-mile drive on State Route 415 north of the Owens Road access lot will get you to the upper official parking area. The NYSDEC lot is marked by a large sign located at the bridge (0.3 mile after crossing Neil Creek and just beyond the railroad track road crossing). Long, slow pools flow both upstream and downstream from the bridge crossing.


[image: Caddis patterns of all types, including Elk Hair flies, will entice brown trout on the Cohocton River. Skittering a good floating Elk Hair pattern across riffles will elicit strikes. Local angler and fly tier Greg Heffner prefers a High Viz Caddis.]
Caddis patterns of all types, including Elk Hair flies, will entice brown trout on the Cohocton River. Skittering a good floating Elk Hair pattern across riffles will elicit strikes. Local angler and fly tier Greg Heffner prefers a High Viz Caddis.



To reach the Wallace Avoca Road NYSDEC angling parking area, continue north 0.2 mile on State Route 415 to a right on County Road 105 (Henderson Street). Take Henderson Street to Wallace Avoca Road. A large streamside parking lot, marked by a large hanging sign, is about a mile south on Wallace Avoca Road. It’s no doubt a popular early season angling destination. A very nice run departs a pool then turns the bend and feeds a riffle into likely trout hold water. It’s a very nice location.


[image: Neil Creek, an important Cohocton River tributary, inhabits wild brown trout. When fishing Cohocton River, anglers can be well served by making a trip over to Neil Creek, a much smaller water. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)]
Neil Creek, an important Cohocton River tributary, inhabits wild brown trout. When fishing Cohocton River, anglers can be well served by making a trip over to Neil Creek, a much smaller water. (PHOTO VALERIE VALLA)



In 2019, NYSDEC biologists reported findings of their electrofishing within the Special Regulation reach, at the Wallace Avoca Road site and downstream at Cross Road. As they expected, most of the browns captured were wild fish. They also electrofished upstream from Neil Creek, in stocked sections at the NYSDEC parking area site and further upstream at Wentworth and Jones roads. Wild trout were also captured in those areas, too. The NYSDEC Survey #8190 recommended habitat improvement in the unstocked reach to help elevate the wild trout biomass to 40 pounds/acre. Such habitat improvement could help maintain the entire river stretch that was sampled as a wild trout fishery.

Ample PFR stretches exist upstream from the previous NYSDEC parking lot that’s located just north of Neil Creek. A couple are accessed via footpaths. You’ll find that some of the footpaths that are indicated on the Cohocton NYSDEC PFR maps are poorly marked or not marked at all. One path follows the railroad tracks from Wentworth Road to a railroad bridge crossing. Wentworth is located about 2 miles north of the Neil Creek area parking lot on State Route 415.

An unofficial parking area is located at the Wentworth Road/State Route 415 intersection at the bridge crossing. PFR water exists downstream from the bridge. A small PFR gap exists upstream from the bridge. The upstream reach can be accessed by driving a short distance down Wentworth Road, to the railroad crossing. NYSDEC maps indicate footpath access along the railroad track leads to the stream.

Anglers wishing to get into upper reach sections a bit easier can access the stream at another formal NYSDEC angling parking lot located upstream above the Village of Cohocton. From the Wentworth Road/State Route 415 intersection, drive north into Cohocton then keep straight onto State Route 371 at an intersection in the middle of the village. The parking area is at a bridge crossing a little over a mile north on 371, marked by a large hanging sign. PFR water (a long, flat stretch) is available on the left side, upstream from the bridge. It flows along a well-manicured home lawn upstream. PFR is available on both sides of the now small water downstream from the bridge. There’s a nice riffle and run downstream from the bridge, along the parking area.

The Cohocton River headwater reaches upstream from the hamlet of Atlanta, which is now classified as Wild-Quality by NYSDEC and will no longer receive hatchery stockings. PFR stretches can be accessed via Beecher Street and Parks Road crossings. If you’re after wild brook trout and wild browns, try fishing the small water above Atlanta.


[image: Hi-Viz Caddis (tied by Greg Heffner) Local Cohocton angler and fly tier Greg Heffner was introduced to this pattern by local tier and angler Tom Mason years ago. Greg reports that tied in several sizes and colors High-Viz Caddis will fish all caddis hatches on the river.]
Hi-Viz Caddis (tied by Greg Heffner) Local Cohocton angler and fly tier Greg Heffner was introduced to this pattern by local tier and angler Tom Mason years ago. Greg reports that tied in several sizes and colors High-Viz Caddis will fish all caddis hatches on the river.




[image: Sulphur Parachute (tied by Greg Heffner) Greg Heffner also reports his Sulphur Parachute, likehis Quill Wing Dun, will fish any hatch by simply changing its color and size. Of course, many other Sulphur patterns have been created to fish that hatch. Anglers should bring along their own favorites when sampling the Cohocton during that mayfly’s emergence.]
Sulphur Parachute (tied by Greg Heffner) Greg Heffner also reports his Sulphur Parachute, like his Quill Wing Dun, will fish any hatch by simply changing its color and size. Of course, many other Sulphur patterns have been created to fish that hatch. Anglers should bring along their own favorites when sampling the Cohocton during that mayfly’s emergence.




[image: Quill Dun (tied by Greg Heffner) Greg Heffner is a big fan of Quill Wing Dun dry flies. Tied in different sizes and colors, Quill Duns are his go-to pattern for most Cohocton hatches.]
Quill Dun (tied by Greg Heffner) Greg Heffner is a big fan of Quill Wing Dun dry flies. Tied in different sizes and colors, Quill Duns are his go-to pattern for most Cohocton hatches.




[image: Rusty Spinner (tied by Greg Heffner) Rusty Spinner patterns are highly effective on most any trout stream throughout New York. Very largetrout on New York streams have been taken on the simple Rusty Spinner. Another great fly of choice by Greg Heffner should be no surprise to fly anglers.]
Rusty Spinner (tied by Greg Heffner) Rusty Spinner patterns are highly effective on most any trout stream throughout New York. Very large trout on New York streams have been taken on the simple Rusty Spinner. Another great fly of choice by Greg Heffner should be no surprise to fly anglers.



You’ll encounter many of the important fly hatches found on other important New York trout streams, everything from Hendricksons during April into May, Sulphurs from May into July, and an extended appearance of Tricos from July into September. Greg Heffner carries a variety of generic patterns, like Quill Wing Duns, his go-to pattern for most of the hatches, varying the sizes and colors. He likes a Hi-Viz caddis pattern that Bath neighbor Tom Mason showed to him years ago. Greg also varies the fly’s dressing, tying it in different shades and sizes. Small soft-hackle wet flies are also effective. It’s also a good idea to carry Elk Hair Caddis dry flies, Hare’s Ear Nymphs, and Pheasant Tail Nymphs tied in different and sizes.


[image: Partridge and Yellow (tied by Greg Heffner) Like the classic Partridge and Orange classic, Partridge and Yellow soft-hackle “spiders” are from old British descent. Both have been embraced by American fly fishers as a good general purpose wet fly. Often effective when fished on the swing, Greg Heffner’s wet fly choice can elicit strikes from Cohocton and Neil Creek brown trout.]
Partridge and Yellow (tied by Greg Heffner) Like the classic Partridge and Orange classic, Partridge and Yellow soft-hackle “spiders” are from old British descent. Both have been embraced by American fly fishers as a good general purpose wet fly. Often effective when fished on the swing, Greg Heffner’s wet fly choice can elicit strikes from Cohocton and Neil Creek brown trout.




[image: Woodruff (tied by Mike Valla) Woodruff is a classic Catskill pattern that goes back to the 1920s. Chester Mills of the William Mills & Son tackle house in New York City named the fly for Johnny Woodruff. Woodruff did well with it on the upper Beaver Kill, in the Catskills. Tied in small sizes, the dry fly floats well along riffles and runs and is well-suited for streams such as Neil Creek. Tied with spent-wing grizzly hackle wings, a blend of dark olive, olive-brown, and pale yellow rabbit fur for the body and brown hackle collar.]
Woodruff (tied by Mike Valla) Woodruff is a classic Catskill pattern that goes back to the 1920s. Chester Mills of the William Mills & Son tackle house in New York City named the fly for Johnny Woodruff. Woodruff did well with it on the upper Beaver Kill, in the Catskills. Tied in small sizes, the dry fly floats well along riffles and runs and is well-suited for streams such as Neil Creek. Tied with spent-wing grizzly hackle wings, a blend of dark olive, olive-brown, and pale yellow rabbit fur for the body and brown hackle collar.




[image: Atherton #5 Wet Fly (tied by Mike Valla) Created by illustrator John Atherton (1900–1952) for fishing his home water, Batten Kill in Arlington, Vermont, his #5 wet fly was tied using the same principlesof impressionism found in his classic dry fly series described in his book The Fly and the Fish (1951). The pattern calls for bronze mallard wings and tails and a reddish-brown muskrat fur mix. It’s ribbed with oval gold wire. Swing the pattern through riffles on both Cohocton River and its tributary Neil Creek.]
Atherton #5 Wet Fly (tied by Mike Valla) Created by illustrator John Atherton (1900–1952) for fishing his home water, Batten Kill in Arlington, Vermont, his #5 wet fly was tied using the same principles of impressionism found in his classic dry fly series described in his book The Fly and the Fish (1951). The pattern calls for bronze mallard wings and tails and a reddish-brown muskrat fur mix. It’s ribbed with oval gold wire. Swing the pattern through riffles on both Cohocton River and its tributary Neil Creek.



Neil Creek tributary (aka Neils Creek) deserves added mention because of its importance to the Cohocton River fishery. Mentioned earlier as a boundary for the upper Cohocton River Special Regulation reaches, the quaint Neil Creek tributary is a great place to give your lighter 3-weight to 4-weight rods a workout. NYSDEC categorizes Neil Creek as a Wild-Quality stream. Its waters inhabit a goodly number of wild brown trout. About 9 miles of PFR water, broken into long and short segments, is available from its mouth at the Cohocton to upstream above the small community of Greenville.

One of the nicest stretches is located downstream from the formal NYSDEC angling parking lot located a quick 1.5 miles from the State Route 415/County Road 6 intersection. Take County Road 6 about 0.9 mile to a right turn on Neil Creek Road. The parking lot is marked by a large hanging sign at a bridge crossing 0.6 mile up Neil Creek Road. Fish down the riffles and runs with small nymphs, dark shaded wet-flies, and




Clear Creek






[image: Beadhead Prince Nymph (tied by Shorty Bartholomew) Tim “Shorty” Bartholomew, a talented fly tier from Pennsylvania, ties a nice Prince Nymph beadhead variation that is perfect for streams like Clear Creek. The pattern gets down into the water column quickly, and its small bit of flash behind the bead no doubt attracts rainbow trout. Shorty is an amiable tier who ties at many fly-fishing shows.]




[image: Elk Hair Stonefly (tied by Mike Valla) A great choice for a floating pattern on Clear Creek is Ed Ostapczuk’s Elk Hair Stonefly, aka EHSF, as Ed likes to call it. Usually tied on hook sizes #14 to #16, the pattern’s red floss tail, yellow dubbing body along with hot orange thread makes it easy to spot on water. To create the pattern, Ed combined features found in Craig Matthews’s X-Caddis, red floss used in an old fly called Mormon Girl wet fly, and hot orange thread Fran Betters used for his Ausable Wulff. Easy to tie, EHSF is a good late-season pattern for small, crystalline streams.]





[image: Habitat improvement stretch on upper Clear Creek. A collaborative effort between the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, US Fish and Wildlife Service, NYSDEC, Western New York Trout Unlimited Chapter, Red House Brook Trout Unlimited Chapter, and Seneca Trail Resource Conservation and Development Council resulted in some very nice stream habitat improvements.]














Mansfield Creek/South Cattaraugus



[image: Iron X-Caddis (tied by Tom Baltz) Pennsylvaniafly tier and fishing guide Tom Baltz ties an easy-to-spot-on-water caddis pattern. A spin-off of the original X-Caddis created by Craig Matthews, Tom’s Iron X-Caddis was designed to help clients he was guiding see the fly while fishing. Tom says the fly collar adds bugginess and helps tame the deer hair flare. Tom had this to add about his pattern: “My guests had a difficult time seeing the X-Caddis, thus the sighter I added. The collar is a blend 50/50 grey squirrel and CDC clippings. Ice dub adds bugginess and helps tame the deer hair flare.”]




[image: Letort Cricket (tied by Mike Valla) Pennsylvania great Ed Shenk (1927–2020) held both his Letort Hopper and Letort Cricket dear to his heart. Fished on his beloved Letort Spring Run, in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, Ed said he preferred his cricket over all other terrestrials he fished, and it performed well for him East Coast to West Coast. There’s no doubt it’s a good choice for Mansfield Creek during summer.]





[image: Upper Mansfield Creek at the upper formal parking lot intersection of County Road 14 (Toad Hollow Road) and County Road 13 (Otto Maples Road), just downstream from the Town of Maples, in Cattaraugus County.]












Cattaraugus Creek (Upper Main Stem)









[image: Hurdville Road reach on Upper Cattaraugus Creek. The “Up Catt” and its tributaries provide angling opportunities for stocked brown trout, wild brown trout, and wild rainbow trout.]







[image: Stocked and wild brown trout inhabit the Upper Cattaraugus Creek that originates at Java Lake in Wyoming County. Nearly 14 miles of Public Fishing Rights easement water is available along with 1.6 miles of PFR on Hosmer Brook tributary.]










[image: Mixed Baug Dry Fly (tied by Ayumi “Rocky” Ozecki) Ayumi’s version of an Elk Hair Caddis, with its interesting name, mixes whitish and brown hair shades. “Mixed Baug” is Rocky’s play on words. The name combines “mixed bag” with “mixed bug.” Ayumi likes Tiemco 103BL or heavier 113BLH hooks for this pattern. It can be tied with any brown body material, synthetic or natural, along with brown or ginger hackle that’s palmered around the body.]




[image: Leatherneck Streamer (tied by Mike Valla) Pennsylvania fly tier Chauncy K. Lively (1919–2000) introduced his Leatherneck Streamer in the April 1981 issue of Pennsylvania Angler magazine. A simple pattern that sinks well, it’s tied with fur strip wings and a copper wire body. Lively believed it to be a good alternative to Marabou. The fly sinks well and its fur strip provides action to the fly that elicits fish strikes.]




[image: JC’s Electric Caddis (tied by John Collins) John Collins, a commercial fly tier and talented fly fisher, created this pattern after reading about a technique called the “Internal-ribbed Tubing Body” described in Ted Leeson and Jim Schollmeyer’s book The Fly Tier’s Benchside Reference. John’s fly displays translucency and segmentation foundin natural caddis larvae. He employed ostrichherl legs to mimic the small legs and thorax on naturals. Tied on Daiichi 1120 hooks, fluorescent green Antron yarn forms the abdominal claw. The abdomen is formed by inserting Chartreuse Ultra Wire into hollow Waspi Stretch Tubing. The pronotum section is formed by burning off the top herl then coating with Solarez UV resin.]











OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_058.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_059.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_056.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_057.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_065.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_066.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_063.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_064.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_061.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_062.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_060.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_029.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_027.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_028.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_025.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_069.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_026.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_067.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_068.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_032.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_033.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_030.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_074.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_031.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_075.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
FLY FISHING GUIDE

NEW YORK

Experts’ Guide to Locations, Hatches, and Tactics

MIKE VALLA





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_072.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_073.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_070.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_071.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_038.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_039.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_036.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_037.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_034.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_035.jpg
|2





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_043.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_044.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_041.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_042.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_040.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_049.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_047.jpg
LEGENDS

ISCHUA CREEK

BELIEVED TO BE ROUTE ON

UNDERGROUND RR. FREEDOM
SEEKERS RAFTED HERE, THEN
" HIDDEN BY STATIONMASTERS. ;
il CONDUCTED NORTH BY ALFRED RICE.

NEW YORK FOLKLORE
WILLIAM G. POMEROY FOUNDATION 2021






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_048.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_045.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_046.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_054.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_055.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_052.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_053.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_050.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_051.jpg





