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			Advance Praise for 
Twilight’s Last Gleaming

			“Todd Starnes is a fierce defender of freedom and a great patriot. He has seen, and understands, what is happening to our country like few others—his book is absolutely terrific, a must read!”

			—President Trump

			 

			“Todd Starnes articulates Joe Biden’s radical attempt to destroy American society both politically and culturally like no one else can. America is at a crossroads, and this book provides a beacon of hope and aspiration to embrace our nation’s core values and reclaim our founding principles. A must read for anyone who values freedom, liberty, and the future of America.”

			—Marsha Blackburn, US Senator

			 

			“Todd Starnes has been sounding the alarm that America is under attack from within. For more than two decades, he has been the trusted voice on the frontlines of the battle to save this country. Twilight’s Last Gleaming is a roadmap for patriots who want to save America.”

			—Congressman Jim Jordan

			 

			“Todd Starnes is one of the most eloquent and courageous voices in the country today declaring a way forward to restore America to moral and spiritual greatness. Once again, Todd delivers a compelling roadmap for conservatives to reclaim our nation’s future as we approach the most consequential election in history. I highly recommend this book.”

			—Ralph Reed, Founder and Chairman, Faith & Freedom Coalition

			“Twilight’s Last Gleaming is a wake-up call to the church. Todd Starnes lays out the case for Christians to engage the culture. Even though the nation is in the throes of moral chaos, Todd shows us the path forward—if we are willing to take it.” 

			—Pastor Jack Hibbs, Calvary Chapel Chino Hills, California

			 

			“With the Radical Left seeking to dismantle the foundation of America stone by stone, Todd Starnes’ Twilight’s Last Gleaming is a rallying cry to defend our conservative values and a must-read for anyone who believes America is worth fighting for.”

			—Timothy Head, Executive Director, Faith & Freedom Coalition

			 

			“I have long appreciated Todd’s reporting on stories that bring to light the current infringements on religious liberty, systemic attacks on the traditional family, and growing trends of anti-patriotism here in the United States. And Twilight’s Last Gleaming does not disappoint. In his signature wit and with down-home humor sprinkled in, Todd delivers another excellent book calling conservative Americans to take a courageous stand for the historic values of our nation.”

			—Dr. Paul Chappell, Pastor of Lancaster Baptist Church and President of West Coast Baptist College

			 

			“Todd Starnes is one of the top conservative voices in the country. He knows well how imperative it is we have strong fighters defending our Constitution and the American way of life. Todd is a true patriot.”

			—Congressman David Kustoff

			 

			“Twilight’s Last Gleaming is a sobering look at where the policies of the Left have taken our nation. Todd’s book shines a bright light on the darkness and illustrates how to truly make America great again.” 

			—Dr. Robert Jeffress, First Baptist Church Dallas, Texas

			 

			“Todd Starnes serves as a once-in-a-generation voice for the American conservative movement. In Twilight’s Last Gleaming, Todd fearlessly tackles the critical issues that will define the future of our country and confronts the truth behind the Radical Left’s extremist agenda that threatens our freedom. This is a must-read book for any patriot who holds our conservative values dear, and is dedicated to preserving the cherished principles that define our great nation.” 

			—Congresswoman Diana Harshbarger
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			To my family, the staff at Starnes Media Group, and the bold ambassadors for Lady Liberty who listen to my radio show every day at noon from border to border and coast to coast across the fruited plain.
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			Darth Brandon and the Temple of Doom

			“It is impossible to rightly govern a nation without God and the Bible.”

			—Origin Unknown

			Just after the disastrous midterm elections in 2022, a listener called into my national radio show with an interesting question.

			“When did the United States cross the Rubicon?” Bill from Tulsa, Oklahoma, asked. In other words, when did we pass the point of no return?

			I think it happened sometime between the Federal Bureau of Investigation raiding Mar-a-Lago and Cracker Barrel putting plant-based sausage on its menu.

			Since President Biden placed his hand on what we thought was a Holy Bible and took the oath of office, our nation has jettisoned down a path that is leading to socialism.

			He promised to protect our nation from all enemies, foreign and domestic. But we had no idea that he would consider all of us gun-toting, Bible-clinging, flag-waving constitutionalists as the enemy.

			Since Inauguration Day, the president has waged a relentless war on Christians, Jews, America First conservatives, and pro-lifers.

			The FBI was weaponized to target Biden’s political enemies. And there is considerable evidence that agents were involved in the planning and execution of the January 6, 2021, attack on the US Capitol. They infiltrated Catholic churches and labeled evangelical Christian organizations as domestic hate groups.

			A militant band of transgender terrorists has waged war on churches and Christian schools, vowing to destroy the traditional family. Pronoun-confused radicals have turned public school classrooms into grooming gulags where children are filled with LGBTQIA propaganda.

			Biden shut down our churches but let the liquor stores and whorehouses remain open. He ordered small business owners to close their doors while letting big box retailers sell their goods.

			Democrats across the fruited plain have been systematically curtailing our civil liberties. And I have been documenting this unconstitutional crackdown daily on my radio program.

			Governors and mayors tried to shut down gun sales in the Commonwealth of Virginia and in Los Angeles. They declared war on churches in Louisiana, Mississippi, Michigan, Kentucky, and Illinois.

			Worshipers were slapped with $500 fines in Greenville, Mississippi, and a New Jersey police chief threatened to arrest anyone who showed up at a prayer vigil in a hospital parking lot.

			Kentucky’s governor ordered state police to gather license plate information from Easter Sunday worshipers and ordered all Christians who attended to quarantine for fourteen days.

			But perhaps the most egregious crackdown happened in Michigan where Governor Gretchen Whitmer ruled during the China Virus pandemic with an iron fist.

			“If you’re not buying food or medicine or other essential items, you should not be going to the store,” the governor told ABC 13 News.1

			“Farmers markets may also be barred from selling seedlings for fruits and vegetables,” the Michigan NPR affiliate reported.

			“Currently there is a ban on all plant sales at the market. So, that is a big portion of our May market and so we might have to limit particular vendors at that time,” Fulton Street Market executive director Rori Jean Trench told the radio station.2

			“The petty tyrant Michigan leader Governor Whitmer mandates that citizens may not travel to their own second residences, may not buy garden seeds or a can of paint. Such govt overreach represents an affront against common sense and our principles of liberty,” political pundit Steve Cortes said.3

			The Michigan Farm Bureau told radio station WSJM that the governor should reconsider her decision and reopen nurseries.4

			“If they lose this opportunity to sell their products, it is the entire year’s worth of income that is lost for this industry,” spokesperson Audrey Sebolt told the radio station.

			In a statement, the Farm Bureau wrote, “It’s disappointing to hear that the governor’s new EO [executive order] does not allow the sale of flower and vegetable plants in a safe manner. It will be a total loss for this industry if they are not allowed to sell their plants over the next eight weeks.”5

			In Washington, DC, Mayor Muriel Bowser—also a Democrat—declared that fish markets and farmers markets were no longer essential businesses. Anyone who wanted to operate a market during the pandemic had to obtain a mandatory government-issued waiver.

			So, let’s review: the Democrats wanted to take away our guns, our freedom to assemble, and our religious liberty. And they wanted to take away our ability to grow our own food?

			Remember what former secretary of state Henry Kissinger once said: “Whoever controls the food supply controls the people.”

			New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio used the pandemic as cover to declare war on churches and synagogues, announcing an immediate ban on corporate worship.

			“Everyone has been instructed, if they see worship services going on, they will go to the officials of that congregation, inform them they need to stop the services and disperse,” the mayor said during a press briefing.

			“If that does not happen, they will take additional action up to the point of fines and potentially closing the building permanently,” he stated.6

			He actually ordered police to forcefully shut down peaceful churches.

			This is not America—this is a police state.

			Dr. Robert Jeffress, the pastor of First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas, predicted the Biden administration would be hostile to people of faith.

			Pastor Jeffress delivered a bombshell news report on my radio show. It turned out the Internal Revenue Service was about to start targeting Christians—and he had the evidence.

			He said pastors who preach about marriage and biblical sexuality will face the possibility that their tax-exempt status could be revoked.

			Most recently, a ministry called Christians Engaged was flagged by the IRS, their tax-exempt status denied because they followed—and I quote—“Bible teachings affiliated with the Republican Party.”

			“They’re going to say, ‘When you preach certain things or allow certain things to be said from your pulpit that is politics and therefore disqualifies you from tax-exempt status,’” said Jeffress. “That is being tested right now by the IRS. I have absolute impeccable inside sources that there is some test cases going on right now.”7

			It’s strange to imagine such a thing—but the Democrats have an ugly history of using the IRS as their attack dog. During the Obama administration, they actually audited Billy Graham—America’s preacher.

			If Billy Graham was fair game—the rest of us are doomed.

			And that brings me to a speech Biden delivered that has become known as the “Darth Brandon Address from the Temple of Doom.”

			Fuhrer Biden announced to the world that the greatest threat to the United States is not Russia or China or Iran. He said the greatest threat to our nation is conservatives.

			“Donald Trump and the MAGA Republicans represent an extremism that threatens the very foundations of our republic,” the Fuhrer declared with fists clenched and squinty eyes.

			Independence Hall was bathed in blood-red lights in a scene that seemed more appropriate for Nazi Germany or Star Wars.

			The president’s message was clear: anyone who opposes his agenda should be labeled an extremist. It’s only a matter of time before conservatives are targeted for violence in the streets.

			“There is no question that the Republican Party today is dominated, driven, and intimidated by Donald Trump and the MAGA Republicans, and that is a threat to this country,” Biden said.

			“MAGA Republicans do not respect the Constitution. They do not believe in the rule of law. They do not recognize the will of the people.

			“They refuse to accept the results of a free election. And they’re working right now, as I speak, in state after state to give power to decide elections in America to partisans and cronies, empowering election deniers to undermine democracy itself.

			“MAGA forces are determined to take this country backwards—backwards to an America where there is no right to choose, no right to privacy, no right to contraception, no right to marry who you love.

			“They promote authoritarian leaders, and they fan the flames of political violence that are a threat to our personal rights, to the pursuit of justice, to the rule of law, to the very soul of this country.

			“They look at the mob that stormed the United States Capitol on January 6th—brutally attacking law enforcement—not as insurrectionists who placed a dagger to the throat of our democracy, but they look at them as patriots.

			“And they see their MAGA failure to stop a peaceful transfer of power after the 2020 election as preparation for the 2022 and 2024 elections.

			“They tried everything last time to nullify the votes of 81 million people. This time, they’re determined to succeed in thwarting the will of the people.

			“That’s why respected conservatives, like Federal Circuit Court Judge Michael Luttig, has called Trump and the extreme MAGA Republicans, quote, a ‘clear and present danger’ to our democracy.”

			Conservatives condemned the president’s violent remarks.

			“Is Joe about to announce the roundup of all the Trump voters?” former Arkansas governor Mike Huckabee wrote on Twitter. “Pure hate speech if there ever was one.”8

			Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) accused Biden of tearing the country apart.

			“Tonight, Joe Biden vilified millions of Americans in a divisive & angry speech that was detached from the reality of his political failures. He isn’t actually interested in restoring the soul of the nation, he’s only interested in pitting his fellow Americans against one another,” Cruz said.9

			Biden accused conservatives of being fascists when in fact his own administration has behaved like the fascists. It was Democrats who shut down our businesses, our schools, and our church houses. It was Democrats who told Jews they could not bury their dead. It was Democrats who punished Christians for singing hymns.

			And it was a Democrat who styled himself as a modern-day Hitler in front of the birthplace of our great nation.

			A full transcript of Fuhrer Biden’s remarks can be found on the White House website.10

			Franklin Graham, the great American evangelist, unloaded on President Biden’s “Darth Brandon” address to the nation.

			“The White House is trying to defend President Biden offending over half the American people. The President campaigned on uniting the country, not dividing it,” Graham wrote.11

			“Senator Tim Scott said it well: ‘In his soul-crushing “soul of the nation” speech, the president threw half the country back into Hillary Clinton’s basket of deplorables. Anyone who refuses to go along with his radical agenda that’s bankrupting the country is a threat. Anyone who stands up for religious liberty is an extremist. Anyone who is a voice for voiceless and vulnerable unborn babies is a danger to democracy. That’s the picture Biden painted of America. But his illustration of our country and her people couldn’t be more disconnected from reality.’”12

			Franklin Graham, the president of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association and Samaritan’s Purse, conveyed the feelings of most Americans who were appalled by Biden’s dark and ominous speech delivered amid the blood-red backdrop of lights with US Marines nearby.

			President Biden said that MAGA threatens the very foundation of our republic. Really? I want to see America great again. I want to see America as a leader, as a place for people who desire liberty and justice for all. I don’t want to see this country turned into a socialist country. I don’t want to see it fail. Does believing in freedom, justice, opportunity, less taxes, and smaller government make me an extremist? Absolutely not. The ones who are extremists are the ones who want to take that away from us! Ronald Reagan campaigned to Make America Great Again. Does that make him an extremist? President Biden is trying to vilify and demean conservative, freedom-loving Americans who do not support the failing and economically unsound policies of his administration. This is just further dividing our nation.

			Ultimately, America can only have true greatness through God. The blessings of this nation have come from the hand of God. We need to turn to Him. We need His help, His direction, and His healing.13

			My suspicions are that Barack Obama and Susan Rice had a role in orchestrating President Biden’s “Darth Brandon” speech. This is simply a continuation of the Democrat Party’s attempt to dehumanize conservatives. They have called us bitter, irredeemable, deplorables, dregs of society, and fascists.

			Even CNN pundits have admitted that Biden’s vilification of conservatives was over the top and unpresidential.

			I predict the abusive language is only going to become more vile and detestable as we head into the 2024 presidential election. It’s as if they want to instigate some sort of altercation or confrontation. But conservatives must not take the bait. We can punch back at the ballot box. And we must punch back hard.

			I was half-expecting to be dragged out of bed by government agents the morning after the address. That’s one of the reasons why I always wear pajamas—and MyPillow slippers.

			And if you don’t believe the foundations of our nation are under assault, consider this:

			For quite some time I’ve been documenting the radicalization of American public school classrooms. Our public schools have been overrun by radical academics who are driving the massive social and cultural change that’s occurring in our society. Educators, inspired by former president Barack Obama, have been fundamentally transforming our nation from the comfort of their classrooms.

			The latest evidence came courtesy of Project Veritas, a nonprofit journalism organization that exposes corruption and dishonesty in public and private institutions.

			Project Veritas captured Advanced Placement government teacher Gabriel Gipe on an undercover video boasting about his intention to turn your kids into Communist revolutionaries.

			“I have 180 days to turn them [students] into revolutionaries…Scare the f*ck out of them,” said Gipe, a teacher at Inderkum High School in Sacramento, California.

			And so far, Mr. Gipe’s nefarious plan is working. His classroom is a museum for radicals—from the rainbow flag and a portrait of Chairman Mao to a giant Antifa flag.

			“I have an Antifa flag on my [classroom] wall and a student complained about that—he said it made him feel uncomfortable. Well, this [Antifa flag] is meant to make fascists feel uncomfortable, so if you feel uncomfortable, I don’t really know what to tell you. Maybe you shouldn’t be aligning with the values that this [Antifa flag] is antithetical to,” he told Project Veritas.

			The teacher also keeps tabs on the political leanings of his students. Over the years his students have gone even further to the left.

			His goal is not to teach Advanced Placement government. His goal is to replace our government and fundamentally transform America.

			“What can we do now to root out this culture that keeps perpetuating hyper-individualism, hyper-competitiveness, capitalist exploitation and consolidation of wealth…I do think that it’s important to understand that as an extension of an economic revolution, [the Chinese Communist Party] were changing the base, and then they went to change the superstructure. You cannot change one without the other. You can’t have cultural shifts without the economic shift, and vice versa,” he said.

			And he’s not the only teacher at Inderkum High School who has turned his classroom into a Communist training camp.

			“There are three other teachers in my department that I did my credential program with—and they’re rad. They’re great people. They’re definitely on the same page,” he said.

			Folks, I’ve been warning about this for years—unless we root out the anti-American, anti-Christian radicals inside our classrooms, we will not have meaningful change in America.

			One more note: when Project Veritas confronted Sacramento school officials, they were the ones thrown out of the building.14

			And if you need further proof, consider how Democrats dealt with a Baptist church in California that refused to comply with the China Virus shutdown.

			A message was posted on the front door of the North Valley Baptist Church in Santa Clara:

			“Cease and Desist.”

			The Santa Clara County Counsel officially ordered the megachurch to shut its doors because it was in violation of the law.

			The congregation had been accused of holding indoor services, failing to ensure that speakers wore face masks, and singing. Yes, good readers, the church stands accused of singing hymns and spiritual songs.

			“North Valley Baptist is failing to prevent those attending, performing and speaking at North Valley Baptist’s services from singing,” read the letter. “This activity is unlawful.”15

			Let that sink in for just a moment, folks. Congregational worship is against the law in California.

			“The county understands that singing is an intimate and meaningful component of religious worship,” the letter read. “However, public health experts have also determined that singing together in close proximity and without face coverings transmits virus particles further in the air than breathing or speaking quietly.”

			Santa Clara County acknowledged in its cease and desist order that they had been sending agents into the church to spy on the congregation during worship services.

			“The county demands that North Valley Baptist immediately cease the activities listed above and fully comply with the Risk Reduction Order, the Gatherings Directive, the State July 13 Order and the State guidance,” the letter threatened. “Failure to do so will result in enforcement action by the county.”

			Now, it’s important to remember that North Valley Baptist Church is in the United States of America, not the Soviet Union.

			The idea that government agents could infiltrate the congregation and post a cease and desist order on the front door of the church house is unthinkable. And the mere suggestion that pastors of the church could face some sort of legal penalty is outrageous.

			Fortunately, Pastor Jack Trieber and the congregation of North Valley Baptist Church did what any red-blooded, Bible-believing, American patriot would do—they held church on Sunday.

			“You can’t have any law against assembling in God’s house,” the pastor told the church on Sunday. “None.”

			“I know we have a Constitutional right to worship, but we have a Higher Power that we answer to,” he said. “I have a biblical mandate.”

			Pastor Trieber said the church has done its best to follow the mandates of local and state leaders. And he pointed out that they have implemented social distancing policies within the building.

			“We have obeyed authority in this church. We’ve always obeyed authority. But when local authority begins to disregard [God’s] authority, we go with this book right here,” he said pointing at the Bible.

			Pastor Trieber said he bears no ill will towards Santa Clara leaders or Governor Gavin Newsom. And he is well aware that there is a remote possibility that he could suffer severe consequences for his decision to preach from the pulpit.

			“If they close us down in the middle of the service, I’m just going to go over to the park,” he said.

			But Pastor Trieber also offered a warning to state and local lawmakers.

			“Politicians, do not move against the church,” he said.

			It’s not the first time in world history that authors and artists and pastors and political pundits have been silenced. Look no further than 1930s Germany to see what happens when your ideology clashes with the ruling class.

			A great darkness swept across the world, and I fear we may be in for some very difficult days.

			On January 7, 2021, the political director of ABC News literally called for the cleansing of Trump supporters—a tweet he later deleted.

			But still, he said it.

			Biden told us darkness was coming to America. And he delivered on that promise.

			As we near the end of his term in office, our nation is less free. Christians and conservatives have been the targets of brutal attacks by the government and the alphabet activists.

			They have already announced their intentions to declare an all-out war on the traditional American family. The Democrats will seek to shut down our businesses and our church houses.

			If you are a follower of Almighty God, you need to be prepared for these days of persecution. But as Christians, we must be courageous, knowing that Light dispels the darkness. And one day, morning will return to America.

			In the following pages, I’m going to provide you with the evidence that our schools, our families, and our churches are under attack. Our way of life, our very existence as a sovereign nation is under assault.

			Some of the chapters will make you laugh, and some will make you cry. Other chapters will curdle your Froot Loops, and a few might make you cuss like a deacon at a Wednesday night church business meeting.

			And that’s okay—except for the cussing part.

			I know that many of you want a quick fix, but that’s just not how it’s going to work. It’s going to take some time. Hemorrhoids don’t just go away overnight. And unfortunately, our nation is suffering from a raging case of the ’roids.

			So, pour yourself a Baptist Martini or a glass of the House Wine of the South and settle in for an eye-popping glance at what the Left has done to America.

			And for you Methodists out there, a Baptist Martini is a Diet Coke with a wedge of lemon. And for you Greek Orthodox folks, the House Wine of the South is a frosty glass of Luzianne Iced Tea.

			And based on what you’re about to read, I’d make it a double.
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			Did Biden’s Hatred of Republicans Go Too Far?

			Not too long after President Biden delivered his infamous “Darth Brandon” address in the dark of night in Philadelphia, a young man was killed in North Dakota. Many on the right believed eighteen-year-old Cayler Ellingson was killed because he happened to be a conservative. And many believe Biden’s rhetoric led to the young man’s murder.

			President Trump suggested as much during an appearance on my radio show.

			“They say he [the North Dakota killer] got a lot of language, a lot of his hatred from maybe that speech,” Trump said, referring to Biden’s “Darth Brandon” address in front of Independence Hall in Philadelphia.

			Since 2016, the Democrats and mainstream media have waged an ugly smear campaign against Republicans.

			They’ve used their platforms to accuse conservatives of being deplorable and bitter, white supremacists, dregs of society, Christian nationalists—and most recently, the president of the United States called Trump supporters fascists and extremists.

			Here are some thoughts I shared during an opening monologue not long after Ellingson was murdered:

			I want to address a story that really should be discussed across the nation right now. And it’s an issue that should be the top story in the news cycle right now, but it is not. And if it had been anyone other than a Republican teenager, this would be a national news story.

			Of course, we’re talking about this horrible story out of North Dakota where a
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