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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

“This is how pro football ought to be,” John Madden will observe as snow shrouds Lambeau Field. “Cold. Freezing. The fans into it. Guys hitting each other.” In Of Mikes and Men, radio/TV announcers tell how pro football ought to be—and was, or is.

Many people helped write this book. They were generous with their time—and I cannot help but be generous in my gratitude.

First, the Voices. For details, see “The Announcers” chapter. I also wish to thank the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio, for its nonpareil aid—especially John Bankert, Pete Elliott, Joe Horrigan, Don Smith, Tricia Trilli, and, above all, Pete Fierle.

Miming John Steinbeck, Doug Gamble suggested Of Mikes and Men’s title. Kerri Donaleski compiled the index and transcribed hundreds of hours of tape. Jill and Jim Langford of Diamond Communications and staff Shari Hill and Jaime Noce took the project from manuscript to finished book with insight and care. Juanita Dix crafted the design from text to jacket. My wife, Sarah, now terms herself a football savant. Thanks, too, to my literary agent, Bobbe Siegel, CBS Radio producer Howard Deneroff, and network publicists Dan Bell (Fox), Helene Blieberg (CBS), Andy Dallos (ABC), Greg Hughes (TNT), Ed Markey (NBC), and Dan Quinn (ESPN).

Any fumbles are mine alone. Completed passes involve the names above. Finally, let me thank the reader—for your interest, and concern.


PREFACE

The poet Walt Whitman asked, “Where is what I started for so long ago? And why is it yet unfound?” The National Football League started more than 75 years ago. In time, broadcasters helped find its niche—the dead-end kid turned weekend ministry.

Today, the NFL says grace at the head of America’s sports table. Return to its, and radio’s, 1920 debut. Football sprang from towns like Canton and Decatur—born of proximity, exuding blood and guts, and colored black and blue. The NFL was long akin to wrestling—except that wrestling had a niche.

Tools were primitive in radio and early television. A telephone, as microphone. Box seats, as press box. Broadcast booths sat inside a scoreboard. Compare their Conestoga to the ’90s Porsche of skycams, downlinking, and computer generation. You can’t. To paraphrase Ring Lardner, interest was once a side dish the NFL forgot to order.

Television changed pro football, and helped pro football change us all. In 1946, fewer than 17,000 TV sets dotted America: visiting Aunt Martha on Sunday, families trekked Monday night to the P.T.A. Today, nearly 80 percent of homes flaunt two receivers—and 70 percent have three. Aunt Martha channel-surfs—and teachers study the red-dog blitz.

Time, said historian Arnold Toynbee, “is on the side of the barbarians.” However personal and arbitrary opinion may be, it is clear that TV sides with the NFL. For decades, the rectangular tube has ferried plot and theme into living rooms, general stores, and gentle small towns. Stop-action, slow-motion, and instant replay affirm pro football as quick, compact, and chockablock with verve.

“The sport that is most popular on TV,” says former Cowboys’ president Tex Schramm, “is by definition America’s most popular sport.” Unlike basketball, huddles spur anticipation. Unlike baseball, both teams move at once. Unlike hockey, a football hails visibility. Voices top its chart. Jack Whitaker—football’s e.e. cummings. Dick Enberg—Oh, My! Curt Gowdy—cowboy legend in his time. Each mines an alchemy of look, sound, and feel.

“Always,” notes Verne Lundquist, “the game is the thing.” Yet broadcasters spur TV’s ideal sport. Merle Harmon used drama like Edgar Bergen did a mannequin. Charlie Jones denotes homework and authority. Ray Scott’s voice crossed John Huston and James Earl Jones. When he intoned, “Starr. Dowler. Touchdown. Green Bay,” ten million spines would quiver. Different behind the mike, they cleaved off it, too. You will not mistake, say, Pat Summerall for John Madden.

Consider an announcer’s life, style, and view of his profession. Each may be solemn, theatric, or satirical. In these pages, football’s best Voices link you with events on and off the field—the NFL as talking history. You will grasp why a Gallup Poll says that 43 percent of America’s most avid fans are hooked by age eight.

Relive Ken Coleman re. Jimmy Brown, Chuck Thompson on high-topped John Unitas, and Jack Buck wounded in the same place and in the same World War II battle as Lindsey Nelson—and not knowing it for 25 years. Also, Chris Schenkel vamped by Julie London, Marty Glickman on Pearl Harbor Day, the world on Howard Cosell, and Frank Gifford and Tom Brookshier, in a prop plane, mixing scotch and courage as their pilot tried/prayed to land.

Think of the 1950s and ’60s Giants—the first America’s Team—midwived by TV and football growing up. Next, images that grace autumn memory—Doomsday and Steel Curtain, Landry and Lombardi, Hail Mary, the Immaculate Reception, and Green Bay—football’s Mayberry. Of Mikes and Men recalls their mix of Mount Olympus, the Pyramid at Giza, and the Czar’s Winter Palace. A fan would no more miss them than trade his Y.A. Tittle card.

With the possible exception of the Equator, it is said that everything begins somewhere. This book etches the NFL’s rise from hardscrabble sprig to parish sport. Its tales flow from print articles and talks by phone, tape, TV, journal, or in person over the last decade. Many were told specifically for this book, and to benefit the Pro Football Hall of Fame, which will receive a portion of the proceeds.

“Fumbles, penalties, and interceptions,” says Art Donovan, the Colts’ 1953-61 tackle. “Try telling me pro football isn’t a generous game!” I wish to thank the Voices for their generosity—and retelling what pro football was, and is.


CHAPTER
1
THE ANNOUNCERS

More than 600 National Football League players served in World War II. Sixty-six were decorated. Twenty-one never returned at all. First and ten? Down and out? Half-a-century ago, the real touchdown was to be alive.

Most stories in Of Mikes and Men concern the last fifty years of America’s, and pro football’s, life. They stem from announcers who span the era from Red Grange through Sam Huff via Cookie Gilchrist to Steve Young. I am especially grateful to Lindsey Nelson and Mel Allen, who related tales before their deaths, respectively, in 1995 and ’96.

Years after the fact, Voices stir the tender ear of memory. We know where we were, say, when the Eagles beat Green Bay, 17-13, for the 1960 title (at a relative’s home, enjoying the day after Christmas). We remember the broadcaster, and what he sounded like (Ray Scott and Jack Whitaker). Play-by-play was a small boy’s link to a wider world.

On the following pages are the names, and faces, of each announcer. Enjoy. Relive. Let the Voices of pro football evoke memories and sounds and sights that recall the past.

[image: Images]

KENNY ALBERT. Saint Francis of Assisi said, “Give me a child until he is seven, and you may have him afterward.” Before seven, Albert belonged to broadcasting. He inhaled sport from father Marv, did cable play-by-play at 15, and aired NYU basketball as a student. After graduating, he worked for Home Team Sports, WTOP-Washington, the NHL Radio Network, baseball Yankees, and hockey Capitals, Islanders, and Rangers. In 1994-95, the New York native called one game or more in each of sport’s Big Four. Then, he moved to Fox and began its El Dorado of good cheer—the NFL (also, NHL) on TV’s newest stage.

[image: Images]

MARV ALBERT evoked the mot “Been there, done that”—Peacock baseball, boxing, hockey, pro and college hoops, World Championship of Basketball, and 1988-92-96 Summer Olympics. He also buoyed NBC’s professional football coverage as a lead announcer. Passion: “I’m living a dream come true.” Ubiquity: Try turning the knob without hearing Marv’s trademark “Yesss!” Show-biz: In “Late Night With David Letterman”’s 11 years at NBC, Albert appeared a record 74 times. His third book was titled, I’d Love to But I Have a Game—27 Years Without a Life. In 1997, fired by NBC, that life took a stunning turn.

[image: Images]

MELALLEN. As 1940-64 Voice of the New York Yankees, he became an institution—and made “How about that!” a household term. Few recall that he shone at football, too. Mel aired 1950s Giants’ and early-’60s Redskins’ radio, and evolved into TV’s top college Voice. He did the yearly East-West Game (a then-post-season poobah), 14 Rose Bowls (the then-Granddaddy of college/pro ball), and Movietone NFL newsreels. Variety termed him “among the world’s 25 most recognizable voices.” Round or oval ball—no matter. Allen was peanuts, beer, and the United States Marine Band—a palatine behind the mike.

[image: Images]

CHRIS BERMAN. In the early 1950s, Milton Berle was dubbed “Mr. Television.” Berman is “Mr. ESPN.” In October 1979, the new network (age, one month) hired Berman (24). The two bloomed in league—Chris, as studio host, anchor, and commentator, making ESPN sport’s grandstand and “SportsCenter,” its parade. The Connecticut native’s first love is football. It shows on Sunday’s “NFL Countdown” and “NFL PrimeTime.” Berman has won six Emmys, 11 Cable Aces, and five National Sportscaster of the Year awards. In 1996, he began hosting “Monday Night Football”’s halftime. For sport’s Uncle Miltie, there is rarely a time out.

[image: Images]

TERRY BRADSHAW. Pittsburgh’s 1971-84 quarterback faced linemen topping 300 pounds. Today, he is Fox Television’s 800-pound gorilla. Watch its pre-game show: Terry dominates—a mix of Willie Nelson, Uncle Remus, and Tennessee Ernie Ford. Catch The World According to Bradshaw via gospel and country and western albums, a syndicated radio talk show, prime-time Fox cameos, and visibility to wow Madonna. You almost forget what came before: 1978 Player of the Year, four-time All-Pro, four Super Bowl victories, 1983-93 CBS analyst (in ’94, joining Fox), and Hall of Fame ’89. Always, he is rustic, unorthodox, and utterly himself.

[image: Images]

THOM BRENNAMAN was to the broadcast, not manor, bred. The son of Marty Brennaman was born in Hoopsland—Chapel Hill, N.C.—graduated from Ohio University, and took his first job at WLW-Cincinnati. He did Reds’ radio, covered the Bengals’ loss in Super Bowl XXIII, then walked to WGN-Radio in 1990. In 1994, Brennaman, analysts Anthony Muñoz and later Ron Pitts, and Fox TV commenced the NFL together. In 1996, Thom-Ron proved adept at calling afterthoughts, not just glamour boys, on Fox’s World Football League coverage. Brennaman also covers the Arizona Diamondbacks and baseball’s “Game of the Week.”

[image: Images]

JACK BRICKHOUSE’s calling card was “Hey-Hey!” He made the Monsters of the Midway seem even larger. Even as a young man, Brickhouse played in Peoria—his home town. Then, in 1942, Bob Elson entered the Navy, and Brickhouse inherited his niche as Voice of the Cubs and White Sox. In 1948, Jack moved to WGN, and for 24 years sold cigars, sacked pomp, and floated down a river of hand-clapping as WGN’s Voice of the Bears. He pricked analyst Irv Kupcinet, who jabbed back—football’s Hope and Crosby. On December 29, 1963, his act turned national over NBC-TV. “Hey-Hey!” The Bears beat the Giants for the NFL title.

[image: Images]

TOM BROOKSHIER heaped new meaning on the term “break a leg.” Colorado ’53, Tom became a gifted Eagles’ defensive back. In 1961, he suffered a broken leg in a game. Convalescing, Brookshier received a call from a Philadelphia radio station, offering work. A year later, he retired, did Eagles’ radio, and joined CBS-TV in 1963. Tom called Ray Nitschke “the madman of the Packers” in 1967, and fluffed a Super Bowl VI post-game interview with Dallas’ Duane Thomas. By contrast, he and Pat Summerall forged TV football’s pre-eminent ’70s team. “TV’s like playing,” he laughs. “You see good and bad along the way.”

[image: Images]

JAMES BROWN is TV’s host with the most—anchoring Fox’s “NFL Sunday” pre-game show, its studio hockey and boxing, and PBS specials. Ironically, Brown’s real love is hoops. The Harvard All-Ivy was drafted by the NBA Hawks; instead, did Washington radio/TV (e.g. Bullets’ play-by-play/analysis); and in 1984, joined CBS. For 11 years, Brown co-hosted the NCAA hoops championship. He also hosted the 1992 Winter Olympics and Heisman Trophy Award show, and did NFL play-by-play and college hoops analysis. In 1994, J.B. joined Fox’s infant coverage—bringing order to the proceedings and panache to his role.

[image: Images]

JACK BUCK is cause and mirror of the NFL’s appeal. Wounded in World War II, Jack spent V-E Day in a Paris hospital. Returning home, he went to Ohio State and audited Woody Hayes’ course on football theory. In 1954, he trekked to St. Louis, joined the spiring KMOX, then vaulted to network football. The American Football League’s first Voice also called the 1960s and ’70s NFL on CBS-TV—usually, the Bears or Cowboys—airing the Ice Bowl and Super Bowl IV. Then, in 1978, he began the first of 17 years as CBS Radio’s “Monday Night Football” anchor—his sidekick, Hank Stram. Mixing bite and lite, Buck never scents of bland. (Pete Rozelle Radio-Television Award, 1996.)

[image: Images]

JOE BUCK proves that life/love isn’t wasted on the young. Raised in St. Louis, Buck aired Triple-A baseball at 20, graduated from Indiana University, and joined dad Jack at Busch Stadium in 1991. Three years later, joining Fox at 25, Joe became the youngest-ever Voice to call the NFL on weekly network television. In 1996, Buck began Fox’s baseball “Game of the Week” and aired the World Series: only Vin Scully, at 25, had done it at a younger age. Each fall, Buck leaves the summer game for Sports Everest USA. Joe’s NFL ties come naturally. His maternal grandfather, Joe Lintzenich, flanked Red Grange in the Bears’ 1930-31 backfield.

[image: Images]

ERIC CLEMONS. Carl Sandburg hailed Chicago’s “big shoulders.” Born in the Windy City, Clemons used his to attend Columbia College, break into broadcasting in Chicago and Mobile, and join ESPN’s “SportsCenter” in 1987. For five years, he lit sport’s nightly window on the land, then moved to Boston’s WHDH as anchor/reporter. In 1994, Eric became a reporter for Fox and added play-by-play to his ’96 vitae. Sandburg called Chicago “the hog butcher of the world.” Clemons calls the NFL from the Pack via the West Coast offense to D.C.’s hogs. “As a panorama,” he says, “there’s nothing like it in the world.”

[image: Images]

KEN COLEMAN seats luck at his table. Born in suburban Boston, he applied in 1952 for Browns’ play-by-play. “They didn’t want a native,” he explains, “but a fresh face from outside Ohio.” Fourteen years later, Ken left Cleveland for return to Boston. More luck: The Red Sox had not won a pennant in two decades, but made the World Series in Coleman’s second year. In between, he etched the Browns on their 125-station radio network and CBS-TV’s coast-to-coast coverage—seven championships, six network title games, and a marriage of team and time. Jack Buck termed him the best NFL Voice of all time.

[image: Images]

CRIS COLLINSWORTH scents of the insouicant boy next door. The Florida graduate buoyed the 1981-88 Bengals: Rookie of the Year, two Super Bowls, three Pro Bowls, four 1,000-yard seasons, and 417 catches. In 1989, he ran a down and out to HBO documentaries, Wimbledon tennis, and “Inside the NFL.” In ’92, Collinsworth added NBC’s Notre Dame and, later, NFL coverage. Cris has been an analyst, pre-game studio commentator, and Olympic track and field reporter. He also hosts WLW-Cincinnati’s “Sports Talk” radio show and has a law degree from the University of Cincinnati. Just call him counselor.

[image: Images]

BOB COSTAS grew up on Long Island, attended Syracuse University, and called his first pro football telecast, at 24, in 1976. His big-time brace links anchor, host, and play-by-play: the Super Bowl, Summer Olympiad, World Series, baseball “Game of the Week,” and weekly NFL and NBA. From the top, Costas merged humor, depth, and passion. He hosted NBC’s “Later. . . . with Bob Costas,” dots its prime-time “Dateline,” and has virtually retired two awards—the Emmy “Outstanding Sports Broadcaster” and “National Sportscaster of the Year.” “What more can he do?” Al Michaels marvels. “Knowing Bob, he’ll think of something.”

[image: Images]

RANDY CROSS, like pro football, spans the Mason-Dixon Line. Born in Brooklyn, the UCLA two-time All-American now lives in Alpharetta, Georgia. Blue and gray hail his NFL high deeds and holidays. The 1976-88 guard and center played in three Pro Bowls, was a four-time All-Pro, and helped the 49ers win Super Bowls XVI, XIX, and XXIII. In 1989, Cross traded downs for dialogue, joining the 49ers’ network, CBS. When, in 1994, Columbia lost the NFC to Fox, Randy crossed the street to NBC. He does Peacocks’ AFC analysis and some Notre Dame and other college games—to wit, the 1995 Fiesta Bowl.

[image: Images]

HOWARD DAVID is CBS Radio’s Ubiquitous Man. David does “Monday Night Football,” the NFL on Sunday night, NCAA “Game of the Week,” and Super and Fiesta Bowls. His resumé also blares Olympic speedskating, Masters golf, U.S. Open tennis, Saturday baseball, and “Sports Central USA.” Formerly of Mizlou Television, a sports syndicator, the NBA New Jersey Nets, and hoops show, “Above the Rim,” the Maryland graduate now does Princeton football and basketball’s Milwaukee Bucks. Born in Brooklyn, Howard doesn’t have to “Wait Till Next Year!” On-air events are as closeby as tomorrow.

[image: Images]

DAN DIERDORF was born in football’s cradle—Canton, Ohio. “Guess my path,” he laughs, “was preordained from the start.” It led to the University of Michigan (as All-Big Ten tackle) and St. Louis Cardinals (1971-83 offensive lineman and member of the 1970s NFL Team of the Decade) and, after retiring as a player, radio/TV. In the mid-80s, Dierdorf did KMOX Radio analysis, CBS Radio/TV play-by-play, and hosted a talk show, “Sports Open Line.” By 1987, he talked his way to sport’s Golconda—“Monday Night Football”—where, lucidly and exuberantly, Fortune’s Son is talking still.

[image: Images]

JOHN DOCKERY is a thinking man’s announcer. The fourth of seven children, he worked in his dad’s tavern, was class president at Brooklyn Prep with honors in Greek, and still played four sports. Dockery then graduated from Harvard, played baseball in the Red Sox’ organization, was cut by the Dolphins, and in 1967 signed as a free agent with the Jets. Retiring at 32, he became a self-styled “three-headed monster”—analyst/reporter/entertainer—ex-jock turned sideline pioneer on CBS and, later, NBC. Dockery defines the “scholar-athlete”—airing ’92 Olympic wrestling and weightlifting and attending Columbia Graduate School of Design.

[image: Images]

JIMMY DUDLEY. You recall him now—“So long and good luck, ya’ heah!”—punctuating each Sunday in the Big Ballpark by Lake Erie. Dudley etched Graham and Motley, became Jim Brown’s Boswell, and warmed Municipal Stadium’s 1950s snowclad taiga. How antipodal: the Virginian’s lyric tone softened football’s pell-mell. As Voice of the Browns, Dudley told stories with restraint and charm. He covered three NFL championship teams, broadcast the ’48 baseball Indians’ first world title since 1920, and made the huge lakefront bowl Cleveland’s Main Street of the mind.

[image: Images]

DICK ENBERG worked his way through Central Michigan University, earned graduate degrees at Indiana, and entered broadcasting with Bob Kelley on 1960s Rams’ radio. In 1971, he went big-time as host of the TV series, “Sports Challenge.” Joining NBC in 1975, Enberg corkscrewed into a latter-day Curt Gowdy. Its Renaissance Man has called—“Oh, My!”—the Super Bowl, Olympics, Rose Bowl, Wimbledon, Ryder Cup, World Series, and NCAA basketball. NBC’s top NFLer since 1980 renders poetry, respectability, and good manners—treating emotion with respect, not contempt. No one moistens a handkerchief like Dr. Dick.

[image: Images]

ROY FIRESTONE. Art Buchwald said, “My priority is to find the serious in the irreverent and then treat the irreverent more seriously.” Glib and reflective, Firestone excels. In 1981, his “SportsLook” series debuted on ESPN. For 14 years, Roy interviewed hundreds of personalities—restless and inquisitive, exploring fields from betting to the law. By contrast, irreverence drapes his persona as master of ceremonies and stand-up comic. In 1987, Firestone did analysis for the first year of the NFL on ESPN. Today, Roy does documentaries and other features for the network that he helped to build.

[image: Images]

JOE GIBBS conveys a word at ease with his on-air image—gentleman. Gibbs became the Redskins’ coach in 1981, and a year later won the Super Bowl. By 1992, he had a 124-60 regular-season record, four NFC titles, and two more Lombardi trophies. Like Sarah Bernhardt, Gibbs then quit at the top of his game. “I want more time for my family,” he said—also, for Joe’s public speaking, religious work, and ownership of a NASCAR racing team. Today, the unself-conscious Gibbs elevates NBC’s sixty-minute “NFL Live” pre-game show—bringing intellect to a medium which celebrates the shallow and clichéd.

[image: Images]

FRANK GIFFORD. The 1952-63 halfback/flanker linked USC roots, movie star looks, and sundry skills to take Manhattan: 1956 MVP, seven-time Pro Bowl selection, and El Cordobes of the Giants’ offense. Giff then moved to television: “Wide World of Sports” host, Emmy’s 1977 Outstanding Sports Personality, and 1971-core of “Monday Night Football.” Dry and whimsical, Gifford helped “MNF” become longer-running than Lucille Ball, “Bonanza,” or even “Gunsmoke”—gracing prime time more than 400 times. “That fact says something about TV,” he jokes—and perhaps about football’s Dorian Gray. (Rozelle Award, 1995.)

[image: Images]

JERRY GLANVILLE doesn’t believe in 24-hour time periods. The former Houston and Atlanta coach does Fox analysis, aids HBO’s weekly “Inside the NFL,” and drives in the NASCAR Super Truck Series. Versatile and anti-mellowspeak, he is even a member of the Atlanta Country Music Hall of Fame. In 1974, the North Michigan University graduate cracked the NFL as Lions’ assistant coach. From 1977-82, he built the Falcons’ defense—a.k.a. “Grits Blitz.” Glanville then went from Buffalo via Houston back to Georgia. Each Sunday, he sings “On the Road Again”—joining Kevin Harlan on the NFC on Fox.

[image: Images]

MARTY GLICKMAN entered broadcasting the year that Franklin Roosevelt began a second term (1937). He retired in 1992—outlasting nine presidents, four American wars, and the Baltimore Colts. Glickman called the Jets and Knicks for 16 and 21 years, respectively. The Giants, however, were his stairway to The Big Apple’s heaven. Glickman began in 1948, and did their play-by-play for 23 years—helping make New York, New York a football, football town. A stutterer, Glickman took speech lessons as a child. The Syracuse University football and track-and-field star has proceeded to give them for the last half-century.

[image: Images]

BOB GOLIC. On and off the field, the ’78 Notre Damer shakes down the echoes. Golic was a football and wrestling All-American and Lombardi Trophy finalist. Drafted by New England, he played 13 years for the Patriots, Browns, and Rams. Bob’s Everest was Municipal Stadium as an All-Pro and 1985-87 Pro Bowl star. Retiring in ’92, he went Hollywood in film and television. On NBC’s series, “Saved By The Bell: The College Years,” Golic played Michael Rogers, a rugged resident advisor. Ironic: He was no Mr. Rogers to offensive linemen. In 1994, Bob became a Peacocks’ analyst. Today, on CNN’s “NFL Preview,” he continues to advise.

[image: Images]

CURT GOWDY. Webster’s defines eclectic as “selecting from various systems . . . or sources.” Another definition might be Gowdy—“selecting from various sports to become TV’s paradigm for a generation.” Gowdy was ABC’s—then, NBC’s—1962-79 pro football duce. His starbrights include the first AFL-NFL championship, Joe Namath’s Super Bowl, Xmas 1971 double overtime, and Immaculate Reception. Curt called seven Super Bowls, seven Olympics, 12 World Series, and two decades of “The American Sportsman.” In 1970, he became the first sportscaster to win the Peabody Award for broadcast excellence. (Rozelle Award, 1993.)

[image: Images]

JIM GRAY. NBC’s roving reporter has navigated a map of vivid stops. Prior to 1988, the University of Colorado alumnus did the America’s Cup, NBA, and Top Rank Boxing as ESPN’s West Coast Bureau Chief. As an NBCer, he then buoyed the pre-game “NFL Live” and the “Profiles” section of the ’88 Seoul Olympics. Shifting to CBS, Gray covered the Super Bowl, World Series, NCAA hoops, Masters golf, Winter Games, and “NFL Today” pre-game show. In 1994, he returned to NBC and today reports for “NFL Live” and “NBA Showtime,” adds post-game football analysis, and hopes to reprise his 1996 Olympics coverage.

[image: Images]

TIM GREEN. Every vocation needs a scholar and a gentleman. At Syracuse, the All-America lineman and Lombardi Trophy finalist was an Academic All-American, Phi Beta Kappa, 1986 co-valedictorian, and major in English literature. Green played with Atlanta and New England, retiring in 1993, then vaulted to Fox as an analyst. Spare time links National Public Radio commentary, the syndicated magazine show, “Extra,” and a potpourri of prose. Tim has written four novels, including Ruffians and Outlaws, and the non-fiction The Darkside of the Game—ironic, since he lights the oral and written word.
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GREG GUMBEL was selling hospital supplies in 1973 when brother Bryant, a star at WNBC-Television in Los Angeles, told him about a sports job at Chicago’s WMAQ-TV. Gumbel had no training, but got the post. Too, others at ESPN (1981, as “SportsCenter” host), Madison Square Garden Network (Knicks’ and Rangers’ Voice), and CBS (the NFL, NBA, Olympics, baseball, and pro/college hoops). Greg hosted the 1990-93 “NFL Today,” then moved to NBC when CBS lost football. He hosts “NFL Live”’s half-time and pre/post-game shows—“then go home, curl up in the leather chair, and put headphones on and block out the world.”

[image: Images]

PAT HADEN. In 1992, Ross Perot conceded that “Bill Clinton is a Rhodes scholar. So am I. R-O-A-D-S.” Haden is the Real McCoy. Pat came out of USC to become a Rose Bowl hero, get his law degree from Loyola University, and quarterback the Los Angeles Rams. In 1978, the Touchdown Club named him its NFC Player of the Year. Retiring in 1981, he traveled to CBS Radio and, ultimately, TNT—with Verne Lundquist, forging a bright and literate team. “If there’s a reason for my style,” he says, “it’s the two years [1975-76] I spent at Oxford. The reflective part of me had a chance to grow.” R-O-A-D-S, indeed.

[image: Images]

TOM HAMMOND gives new connotation to the term thoroughbred. Born in Lexington, the University of Kentucky equine genetics major lent his pre-NBC pedigree to events like the Keeneland Summer Select Yearling Sales, the world’s leading thoroughbred auction. In 1984, he called the Peacocks’ first ’84 Breeders’ Cup and soon mated NBC full-time. Hammond now does its pro and Notre Dame football, the NBA, and track and field, and has hosted the U.S. Gymnastics championship, World Professional Figure Skating title, and 1992-96 Summer Olympics. Horse racing remains in his bluegrass blood: Hammond calls all of NBC’s equestrian events.

[image: Images]

KEVIN HARLAN’s father is Packers’ head Bob Harlan. Raised in Green Bay, the son found sports all-consuming. Harlan took to broadcasting in high school, worked for KCMO-Kansas City in college, and graduated from the University of Kansas ’82. Soon, he was doing Kansas and Missouri football/hoops, radio’s nationally syndicated “Sports Sunday,” and the 1985-93 NFL Chiefs. In 1991, Kevin joined NBC, becoming Fox’s three years later. Today, Harlan calls its NFL and boxing, TNT pro basketball, the NBA Timberwolves, and sports on Mutual and NBC Radio—somehow finding time to talk football with his dad.

[image: Images]

MERLE HARMON cloaks football with a warmth and insight that eclipses the bare and statistical. Raised in Illinois, Harmon graduated from the University of Denver, did college football for ABC, and began his fidelity to pro ball in the early 1960s. He did the AFL on ABC, called the Steelers and Jets on local radio, and anchored TV’s mid-’70s World Football League. Said the Los Angeles Times: “He smacks of those golden days of Red Barber, Mel Allen, and Ted Husing.” TV Guide called him “maybe the best radio play-by-play football man ever.” Always his voice, meticulous and clear, beamed through the window of Mid-America.

[image: Images]

DAN HICKS rode out of the Old West via the Deep South to Manhattan. The Arizona graduate began his TV career at NBC in Dan’s home town of Tucson. In 1989, Hicks moseyed to Atlanta’s CNN, hosting “Sports Tonight” and “College Football Preview.” In ’92, his roundup led to NBC, New York—its outposts, men and women’s golf, the NBA, French Open, and American Cup Gymnastics. Hicks anchored Peacock diving/swimming at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, first-ever pay-per-view coverage of the Summer Olympics, and NBC’s “Prudential Update.” Plus, the NFL, calling games light-years distant from Tombstone and OK Corral.

[image: Images]

JIM HUNTER ascribes tangible causes to CBS Radio’s appeal. The Seton Hall graduate gives Columbia one-stop shopping. Football: co-host, pre-game and halftime Sunday and “Monday Night Football” and “NFL Preview.” Baseball: “Game of the Week,” All-Star Game, and playoff play-by-play and the weekly call-in “Inside Pitch.” Hoops: NCAA host. Olympics: 1992-94 Winter Games in Albertville, France, and Lillehammer, Norway. The long-time anchor of CBS’ “Sports Central USA” also brings his extempore material to Camden Yards as Voice of the Orioles. Listening, you feel free to sample Hunter’s full course of knowledge and aside.

[image: Images]

KEITH JACKSON. “I never was very good at interoffice politics and cocktail parties,” Jackson says of his removal after one year as “Monday Night Football”’s Voice. Instead, he is among football’s finest mikemen—his Georgia yamp as fresh as a day behind the rain. The ex-Marine launched “MNF” in September 1970. The next year, ABC staged a spree of musical chairs. Frank Gifford replaced Keith—who, in turn, succeeded Chris Schenkel on the NCAA “Game of the Week.” His new homes became South Bend and Happy Valley, not Yankee Stadium or Lambeau Field—the perfect backdrop for the five-time Sports-caster of the Year.

[image: Images]

TOM JACKSON’s autobiography—Blitz—describes a path from Cleveland (his boyhood hero, Jimmy Brown) via the University of Louisville (two-time Missouri Valley Conference Player of the Year) through the 1973-86 Denver Broncos (two Super Bowls, three Pro Bowls, and team marks for most seasons and games played) to 1987-ESPN suzerzainty. Jackson is its studio analyst for “NFL Countdown” and “NFL PrimeTime”—ESPN’s pre-game and wrapup Sunday shows—and the 1996 Cable Ace award recipient as “Best Sports Analyst.” A writer said: “Tom played in the Mile High City, which is fitting. At ESPN, his talent is a mile wide.”

[image: Images]

RON JAWORSKI would rather be in Philadelphia. From 1977-86, the “Polish Rifle” passed the Eagles to career yardage (27,000) and touchdown (175) records and into their only Super Bowl. UPI named him its 1980 Player of the Year. Retiring in 1989, the ex-Ram, Dolphin, and Chief traded the T-formation for a microphone on the Quaker City’s WIP and WYSP Radio. In 1990, Jaworski was hired as an analyst by ESPN on its weekly “Edge NFL Matchup” and “NFL Prime Monday.” The Youngstown State graduate also thrives at business—managing golf courses, a restaurant, and several fitness centers. Dub him pro football’s W.C. Fields.

[image: Images]

ERNIE JOHNSON, JR. From 1990-94, he hosted Turner Network Television’s studio coverage. Johnson’s act then moved to game sites—apt, since he grew up in stadia across the land. Ernie’s father was a Braves’ pitcher and, later, pioneer on cable television’s WTBS. His son graduated from the University of Georgia, joined WSB, Atlanta, in the mid-1980s, and in ’90 emigrated to TNT. Among satellites in his orb: Turner’s Goodwill Games, the Pan American Games, and ’92-94 Winter Olympics. Above all is TNT’s Sunday night coverage: Like the NFL, Ernie rides cable’s wave that his dad helped begin.
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CHARLIE JONES is among sport’s most recognized/recognizable Voices—for 38 years airing NFL football, the last 33 on NBC-TV. Other travels with Charlie: golf, boxing, soccer, Wimbledon tennis, track and field, the Summer Olympics, and nine different college bowl games. The ex-USCer’s historic firsts include the first Super Bowl, AFL title game, NBC “SportsWorld,” World Cup gymnastics, Senior “Skins” golf, a multination athletic event in China, and the Colorado Rockies’ opening game. All aired the voice as unique as any in broadcasting—whiskied and deep-voweled—akin to sandpaper searing glass. (Rozelle Award, 1997.)

[image: Images]

HARRY KALAS. For years, John Facenda’s voice-over buoyed NFL Films. “He could make a laundry list sound dramatic,” muses its Steve Sabol. “I called it his ‘retreat from Dunkirk’ voice.” When Facenda died in 1994, Kalas assumed much of the narration. His face mimes the Vienna Boys Choir—and voice, a wrecker demolishing cars. For the past quarter-century, the Illinois native, University of Iowa graduate, and Voice of the Philadelphia Phillies has also done Notre Dame football and Big Ten hoops. Harry’s home-run call is “It’s out’a here!” It is a phrase unlikely to be applied to him by grateful NFL fans.

[image: Images]

ANDREA KREMER has spanned both coasts, following and enhancing pro football. Born in Philadelphia, she graduated from the University of Pennsylvania, was sports editor of a weekly paper, and joined NFL Films in 1984. Through ’89, she produced, directed, and reported for its nationally syndicated “This is the NFL.” Kremer won a 1986 Emmy for her special, “Autumn Ritual,” before going to ESPN. Today, its Los Angeles-based correspondent specks the sports network’s “NFL Countdown” and “NFL Prime Monday” and does interviews—e.g. Joe Montana, Don Shula, and Steve Young—for its “Outside the Line” series.
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JIM LAMPLEY calls his career “idiosyncratic.” It is also of a piece. In 1974, Lampley started at ABC as a sideline announcer on college football after being chosen by a nationwide talent search. His breakthrough year came a decade later: Jim hosted “Monday Night Football”’s halftime—succeeding, which is not to say replacing, Howard Cosell—and co-anchored 1984 Winter and Summer Olympics’ late-night coverage. Postlogue links NBC and CBS play-by-play; a 1993 role as “NFL Live” host, succeeding Bob Costas; and as Cosell would say, a “plethora” of non-network jewels. Brightest is Lampley’s niche as Voice of HBO Boxing.
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VERNE LUNDQUIST. Born in Duluth, he grew up in Texas—inhaling its sense of impatience with limits of any kind. First, Verne became the 1970s Voice of America’s Team—succeeding Texas’ Broadcaster, the late Frank Glieber. In 1983, he joined CBS to call figure skating, college and pro hoops, The Masters golf, and NFL with Dan Fouts or John Madden. Enter TNT in ’94—and the NBA, more golf and ice skating, and Sunday night football. Recall John Connally re. Lyndon Johnson: “His were child’s dreams [that] could be as wide as the sky and the future as green as winter oats because this, after all, was America.”
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JOHN MADDEN. In grade school, the Sister Superior told Madden’s parents that he talked too much. “Boom! Blast! Wow!” He still does, yet brings a bawdy irresistibility to his work. “One knee equals two feet,” he says. Who knows what it means—or cares? Madden is Gleason, and a Nation reacts with glee. Madden evolved from Raiders’ head coach at 32 to Lite Beer spokesman to CBS analyst. Always, he blared a pastiche of charm, bravado, and evident love of football—sport’s Big Daddy patch of raw personality. In 1994, he followed the NFC from CBS to Fox. Gesticulate, or Telestrate: Madden is the best at what he does.
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PAUL MAGUIRE. America sees a Good Time Charlie straight out of “Grumpy Old Men.” The AFL evokes Maguire’s 1960-70 career as Chargers’ and Bills’ punter and linebacker. Historians recall that as a wide receiver—mirabile dictu—Paul led the country in receiving yardage in 1959. Welcome to a most unusual man. Maguire has been an NBC analyst since 1971—jabbing, riposting, laughing. Even a 1991 heart attack left the Western New York resident uninhibited and unchanged. “The only difference is that I couldn’t have salt, but I never liked salt, anyway,” he says. “I was the kind of guy who gave up rutabagas for Lent.”
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MARK MALONE. The Arizona graduate was Pittsburgh’s first-round draft choice in 1980. He apprenticed to Terry Bradshaw—later, became the Steelers’ quarterback, throwing five touchdowns v. Indianapolis in 1985—and ended his career with the Chargers and the Jets. Malone then turned to broadcasting—his base, WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh—before trading the Steel City for Bristol, Connecticut. At ESPN, he hosts “Edge NFL Matchup,” covers football for “SportsCenter,” and is a sideline reporter on “Sunday Night NFL.” Aiding Pittsburgh charities, Mark’s touch with kids today is as sure as his passing for Steelers USA.
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SEAN MCDONOUGH inherited his father’s genes. “He’d take me to games in Foxboro,” Sean says of Boston Globe columnist Will McDonough, “and I’d hang around the players. I enjoyed that more than the Patriots enjoyed most games.” McDonough’s son was raised in Boston, graduated from Syracuse, did minor-league baseball, and became a wunderkind—Red Sox’ TV at 26; CBS baseball, 30; and Winter Olympics, 32. At Columbia, Sean has also done golf, college hoops, and pro and college football. “I hope to be here,” he says, “when the NFL returns to the network which nurtured it.” NBC’s Will McDonough might sing a different tune.
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DON MEREDITH. As 1960-68 quarterback, the ex-SMUer helped make the Cowboys America’s (Emerging) Team. Moving to TV, Meredith—a.k.a. Dandy Don, or Danderoo—became a prodigious jolt of Americana, “Monday Night Football”’s bodacious, homespun star. He gilded 1970-73’s “MNF,” moved to NBC, then returned to Cosell and Co. from 1977-83. The tableaus linger: “Turn Out the Lights, the Party’s Over”; “Howard!” uttered between amusement and disdain; musing, “He says we’re number one,” of an obscene, finger-wagging fan. “I didn’t even know that much about football,” Dandy Don often said. His genius was that America didn’t know, or care.
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AL MICHAELS. A man stuck in the mud with his car was asked by a wayfarer whether he was stuck. “You could say I was stuck,” he said, “if I was going anywhere.” Michaels has gone places since his boyhood a block from Ebbets Field. Hired by ABC in 1976, Al co-hosted its first Super Bowl and was named “Monday Night Football”’s play-by-play Voice in 1985. Are you ready for some football? Today, the three-time Sportscaster of the Year weaves with Frank Gifford and Dan Dierdorf a seamless quilt of football on the air. His defining line—“Do you believe in miracles? Yes!” at the 1980 Winter Olympics—is remembered to this day.

[image: Images]

MATT MILLEN is often called “Little Madden”—in truth, fusing his own blend of analysis and showmanship. For 12 years (1980-91), the Penn State All-American lifted the Raiders, 49ers, and Redskins. Everywhere he went, sunshine followed—the only player to win four Super Bowls with three different teams. Millen then joined CBS, tumbling to Fox in 1994. Today, he and Dick Stockton forge its No. 2 broadcast tandem. At CBS Radio, Matt and Howard David are primus inter pares—calling “Monday Night” and the Super Bowl. Said one writer: “Millen’s so good that even Notre Dame fans forget he went to Happy Valley.”

[image: Images]

VAN MILLER. On October 17, 1959, the Buffalo Evening News bannered, “Buffalo To Have Team in New Football League Next Fall.” Always, Miller has been its prosopopeia—carrying the Bills to Upstate New York’s cities, farms, and postcard towns. The Dunkirk, NY, native also broadcast the NBA Braves and is sports director of Buffalo’s CBS affiliate, WIVB. “Why shouldn’t I keep going?” he says. “I was a bus boy at the Last Supper. My Social Security number is 4.” In Buffalo, “Pro football isn’t merely a diversion,” said former Bills’ guard Conrad Dobler. “It’s a religion.” Welcome to Upstate’s parish priest.

[image: Images]

TED MOORE. The ’60s Packers meant Ray Scott, dulcet and sonorous. Their radio Voice also flushed with providence. In 1960, Moore joined the Pack: They won their first championship since 1944. By turns, he called titles in 1961-62, Lombardi’s 1965-66-67 trifecta, the Ice Bowl, and first two Super Bowls. In ’65, Moore broadcast Don Chandler’s phantom overtime field goal that beat Baltimore, 13-10, in the Western Conference playoff. Five years later, he traded Lambeau Field for Memorial Stadium! No problem. Even as the Colts’ new play-by-playman, Ted’s heart remained in football’s Smallville, USA.
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ANTHONY MUÑOZ graced the ’90s film “The Right Stuff”—having brought that to football as an 11-time All-Pro. In 1980, Muñoz was the Bengals’ first-round draft choice. Soon, he justified their fealty. He became three-time NFL Offensive Lineman of the Year, unanimous member of the NFL Team of the ’80s, 1991 NFL Man of the Year, and played in two Super Bowls. Muñoz is perhaps pro ball’s best-ever offensive lineman. Retiring in 1992, the two-time All-American worked at TNT, CBS, and 1994-95 Fox. Says former partner Thom Brennaman of the born-again Christian: “If everyone were like Anthony, this would be a far better world.”
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BRENT MUSBURGER. From the start, this son of Oregon liked having the final say: As a minor league umpire, he once threw out 26 players and managers in a single year. Later, the Northwestern graduate got it as a Chicago columnist and Los Angeles news anchor, breaking in at CBS in 1975. Then 35, Brent became its sports quintessence: Masters golf, U.S. Open tennis, the NBA, college hoops and football, and host and anchor of “NFL Today.” At Northwestern, he was suspended for a year for having a car on campus. The dean said he should enter the Marines. Instead, Musburger shaped sports broadcasting’s 1970s and ’80s profile.
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LINDSEY NELSON. “I’m glad I did it,” Nelson said of his frantic schedule. “I’d just hate to have to do it again.” Over four decades, the Tennessean called events from the Cotton Bowl to the World Series to the NBA “Game of the Week.” He also brought his voice, crusading and exact, to 19 years of NFL-TV. From 1974-77, Lindsey added Mutual Radio’s “Monday Night Football.” Always, his rhythmic country gabble and glaring sports coats—in time, he owned nearly 350—made him a presence. Before his death in 1995, Nelson was a professional and professor of broadcasting—teaching America the definition of class. (Rozelle Award, 1990.)
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MERLIN OLSEN. If a football broadcaster is possessed of an easy familiarity, he evolves into an extended member of the family. Merlin leapt from Utah State (nuclear physics major) via the Rams (Hall of Fame defensive lineman) to become a father figure to America’s kinetic cult. At NBC, he and Dick Enberg formed a superb 1978-88 tandem. Olsen never made it to a Super Bowl. Announcing, he did five. Merlin also starred in two Peacock series—the gentle “Father Murphy” and “Aaron’s Way.” How unique was No. 74? What other football player could make FTD florist delivery ads a series of National Good Feeling?
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RON PITTS calls football a family affair. His father, Elijah, keyed the five-time champion 1961-69 and ’71 Packers. The junior Pitts played with Buffalo (1985-87) and the Pack (1988-91) before trading miked helmets for lavalier mikes. The Academic All-PAC Ten UCLA graduate became an ABC analyst and Black Entertainment Television (BET) correspondent—also, covering the NFL for cable’s Los Angeles-based Prime Ticket. In 1994, Pitts joined fledgling Fox as a color man—calling NFC and, later, World League Football telecasts on cable FX. “Football is in the genes,” says Ron—less Pit(ts) Stop than Marathon.
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MEL PROCTOR. Talk about life imitating art. Growing up in Colorado, Proctor watched sports and “The Fugitive.” In 1995, he wrote the definitive book on the TV series. His other avocation became Mel’s job. The Colorado College graduate has done football (Mutual, Turner, and NBC-TV/Radio), baseball (Orioles and Padres), and hoops (the NCAA on CBS and Washington Wiz [nee Bullets]). He also plays the recurring character Grant Bessor on NBC’s “Homicide: Life on the Streets.” Wry and fluent, the three-time Maryland Sportscaster of the Year—unlike the NFL—has never wandered from the points of his past.
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JAY RANDOLPH is the son of a politician—U.S. Senator William Jennings Randolph—who trooped to America’s other favorite game. Jay began sportscasting in Clarksburg, West Virginia, in 1958. Fast-forward to Dallas Cowboys and SMU radio, St. Louis Cardinals’ TV, and NBC’s pro and college football, men and women’s golf, NCAA hoops, and three Olympics Games. Not spiky, like Paul Maguire, or theatric, like Lindsey Nelson, Randolph is breezy and relaxed—also, a three-time local Emmy recipient. “Ah, football and politics,” he muses. “Both are competitive, fought in the trenches, you rarely have ties, and you’re exhausted when you’re done.”
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BEASLEY REECE entered North Texas State University’s music school on an early-’70s scholarship. As a walk-on, he proceeded to make football rhythms of his own. Reece was drafted in 1976 by Dallas, and played nine years with the Cowboys, Giants, and Buccaneers. In 1988, he signed with Hartford’s NBC-TV affiliate, WVIT, and is still its sports director and anchor. In ’91, the network made him an NFL analyst—also, reporter and boxing interviewer on the 1992-96 Summer Games. Eddie Gomez, playing bass with pianist Billy Evans, called the jazzman’s goal “to make music that balanced passion and intellect.” Reece scores.
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RAY SCOTT. “CBS’ National Football League coverage didn’t make a move to any big game without him in the late ’50s and early ’60s,” TV Guide wrote of the NFL’s best-ever mikeman. From 1956-74, Scott exteriorized pro football as Voice of the Green Bay Packers. He called four Super Bowls and nine title games, spurned happy talk for spartan discourse, and used his Cadillac of a voice to sell more fans on the NFL than any broadcaster who ever lived. Football’s TV Caruso was also its Godfather. In 1952, Scott conceived, sold, and later broadcast the NFL’s first network series—DuMont’s Saturday “Game of the Week.”
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LON SIMMONS crashed into America’s Passion via its National Pastime. He pitched in the baseball Phillies’ organization, hurt his back, became a carpenter, and decided that to make the major leagues he needed a different kind of tool. Lon began radio at Fresno, California, leapt in 1957 to San Francisco’s KSFO, and soon aired the transplanted Giants. Football meant the 49ers of Tittle and Brodie and McElhenny and the Alley-Oop and shotgun formation and Kezar Stadium. “San Francisco was packing the NFL,” he recalls, “when the rest of the country thought it kind of an odd eccentricity.” Again, California leads the way.
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PHIL SIMMS shows that blondes can have more fun. The Morehead State alumnus and No. 1 draft choice was the Giants’ 1979-93 quarterback. Peaks: 1985 Pro Bowl Most Valuable Player, ’86 All-Pro, two-time Super Bowl champion, and Super Bowl XXI MVP. Simms holds team marks for career TD passes and most passes attempted and completed for a game, year, and career. In 1994, Phil threw a pass to ESPN as a studio analyst—a year later, joining NBC. He now flanks Dick Enberg and Paul Maguire on the Peacock’s top announcing team—gracing other events like “Quarterback Challenge,” “Run to Daylight,” and even the NBA.
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BOB STARR mixed precision, a Sooner lilt, and bass voice into five decades of play-by-play. Bob has sampled baseball, college basketball, and the 1966-70 Patriots, ’71 49ers, 1972-79 Cardinals, and ’80-89 and ’93-94 Rams. “The NFL’s so different,” he says by comparison. “You have fewer games, so each means more. The intensity—when I’m done at the end of a three-hour telecast, you have to decompress.” The sweat reflects Starr’s work ethic, which has triumphed by necessity: His teams never won a conference title. How apt that this Prince has struggled Valiant(ly) with a parade of comic clubs. His wife’s name is Brenda Starr.
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DICK STOCKTON was born in Philadelphia, grew up in New York, graduated from Syracuse, and took his grace and homework to a roundup of network stops. The NFL: 1976-77 NBC, ’78-94 CBS, and ’94-Fox. Baseball: ’75 World Series—calling Carlton Fisk’s Falstaffian home run—and CBS in 1990-92. Dick has done pro and college hoops, the Pan American Games, and Winter Olympics. His Agincourt was ’94 in Lillehammer: Bonnie Blair and Dan Jansen stir reminiscence, even now. Stockton and Matt Millen form Fox’s No. 2 NFL team. As a kid, Dick cheered the Giants. He now airs their Giant-killers—the once-Lombardi Pack.
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HANK STRAM. Football’s dapper analyst/excoach is perhaps its most innovative. The Purdue alumnus graduated in 1960 to the new AFL. For 15 years, he coached the Kansas City Chiefs (nee Dallas Texans)—making Super Bowl I, winning the 1962 six-quarter AFL title game and Super Bowl IV, and four times being named AFL, AFC, or NFL “Coach of the Year.” Stram joined CBS-TV in 1975-76, coached the Saints in ’77-78, and then returned to Columbia. Through 1995, he and Jack Buck made radio’s “Monday Night Football” a fetching and inspired hit. Today, Stram co-hosts “NFL Preview”—still wedding Beau Brummel and Computer USA.
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PAT SUMMERALL. As a football Voice, he vaulted higher, more enduringly, than any former athlete. Pat grew up in Florida, went to the University of Arkansas, and as a 1952-61 Cardinal and Giant taught off-season school. He then chose the 4-3 over 4+3. Summerall joined CBS Radio, moved to TV in ’67, and ultimately set a blue-chip consortium for play-by-play. The New York Times parodied Pat calling Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea: “Old Cuban. Sea. Marlin. Harpoon. Sharks’ feast. Brave old guy. Broken knife. What a struggle. John?”—as in Madden, who joined Summerall in 1994 when Fox lured the NFL. (Rozelle Award, 1994.)
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JOE THEISMANN, as in Heisman, cleaves America into two broadcast camps. Many prefer hearing him to being at the game. Others pray that laryngitis will silence him forever. At Notre Dame, Joe was an All-American and Heisman Trophy runner-up. He joined the Canadian Football League in 1971, became an NFLer three years later, was its 1983 MVP, and played at Washington through ’85. Retiring with a broken leg, Joe moved to CBS and, then, ESPN in 1988—obliging the latter’s “Sunday Night NFL,” “NFL Countdown,” and “NFL Prime Monday.” On any show, the New Jersey son and Cable ACE award recipient’s voice seems forever in bloom.
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CHUCK THOMPSON. In the late 1950s, the Colts were sport’s most compelling franchise. From Virginia to Little Italy, they seduced a region—and their Voice, its heart. Born in Massachusetts, Chuck moved to Maryland in 1949. Fans prized his fairness and schoolboy voice—shared a love of Unitas, Berry, Lipscomb, and Moore—and reveled in Thompson’s war cries: “Ain’t the Beer Cold!” and “Go to War, Miss Agnes!” He called three Colts’ titles—including ’58’s sudden-death—and moored CBS’ 1960s and ’70s coverage. When the Colts left in 1984, he remained with the baseball Orioles—not from, but forever of, Bijou by the Bay.
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MIKE TIRICO. Term the Syracuse ’88 graduate precocious and/or fortunate. Call him busy, above all. Tirico broke into radio/television as a student and by 1989 was named Central New York’s top local broadcaster. He was the first recipient of SU
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