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      Dr. Aran hurried down the long dark hallway and made his way into the main laboratory. In hushed tones, he whispered the news into the ear of his friend and colleague, Dr. Chang. Together, the two men retreated into the privacy of one of the small conference rooms.

      "It has happened," said Dr. Aran mournfully, "they have used it."

      Dr. Chang stared at the pad in his hand, silently scanning the classified reports.

      "We knew this might be a possibility," he sighed.

      "It was a mistake!" Dr. Aran threw his hands into the air. "We should never had done it. We should never have broken rule twelve."

      Dr. Chang looked at his friend with sorrowful eyes. "We had no choice."

      Within minutes, the news was pouring in. It was not good. War had been declared after an unprovoked attack on a civilian location of the neighboring country. To make matters worse, it was a hospital that had been targeted and destroyed. Reports were unclear as to the nature of the attack, but the death toll was confirmed at 117, and rising. Swift and merciless retaliation was promised as the country's military began to amass at the border.

      Inside the laboratory, the scientists and researchers stood watching the dramatic news footage on the large screen television hanging overhead. It was no secret to them which weapon their Government had used -- they were the ones who had developed it.

      Tension-filled days passed, while the neighboring country built an emergency coalition with several other nations that were sympathetic to them. They collectively condemned the attack on the hospital, declaring it as a deliberate act of war. They were preparing to respond to this latest aggression in force. In the meanwhile, the Government drew upon it's own allies, and the stage quickly became set for a worldwide conflict.

      The day of the declaration, when Word War III had officially begun, Dr. Aran did not arrive at work. He was found later, by the cleaning lady, hanging from the ceiling fan by his neck, dead for hours. He had left behind a note describing his remorse for his participation of the development of the weapons system. He begged forgiveness from the souls of the innocent children who had been murdered in the hospital attack. He could not continue on like this, he wrote, so he decided to end his own life.

      Dr. Chang sat alone in the dark, the tiny quiet conference room muffling all the sounds from the lab outside. He was remembering his friend and colleague, with whom he had worked with for over a decade. Tears silently poured out of his eyes and rolled down his cheeks. Now he was alone.

      In the weeks and months that followed, a quiet dread filled the scientists and researchers who worked in the laboratory. There was, of all a sudden, an increased presence of armed military personnel walking the hallways and stationed at the various entrances and exits. Audits and spot checks increased in frequency. The tone had shifted, it didn't feel like a research facility anymore. There was a pressure now, a silent, unspoken feeling of stress that weighed everyone down. They were being watched very carefully.

      Dr. Chang continued his work but delayed submitting his research reports as long as possible. Most days he would file his reports under the tag "Inconclusive - Needs Further Research". The truth was, he was feeling just as guilty as his late friend, Dr. Aran. Only he had to watch the continued carnage that was reported daily by the news media. The entire world was now engaged in this war, which had spread from that single strike on the hospital and escalated into a full-scale worldwide conflict.

      Dr. Chang was very careful about his movements, both inside the laboratory and out. He knew that they were all being monitored. And the work that he and Dr. Aran's team had done had now become classified top secret, so only a handful of people knew all the real details. And even fewer had access to the files and the data. Dr. Chang was the only senior member of the team. He felt an increasing sense of moral responsibility. But he didn't know whom he could confide in. It was very possible, indeed likely, that the Government had planted some informants inside their ranks. There had been many new additions to the staff since Dr. Aran's passing.

      One young scientist in particular, Dr. Delun, caught Dr. Chang's attention. She was bright, smart, and honest. She was naive and young, which is why Dr. Chang knew he could trust her - she hadn't had enough experiences to become cynical yet. He waited until he had an opportunity where it was least likely for them to be noticed, and then he casually walked over to her station.

      "May I consult with you?" he asked casually, flipping through pages on his pad.

      She nodded, and he guided her to one of the tiny conference rooms in the corner. Once inside, he asked her to sit. He explained to her that what he was about to tell her was top secret information that only Government officials had access to, but that it was vitally important that someone else also knew, someone he could trust. Dr. Delun nodded solemnly and listened as Dr. Chang explained the details of their experiments and research, the research that was conducted by breaking rule twelve and conducting the forbidden experiments. It was this research that had led to the development of the weapon that their Government had used to destroy the hospital.

      "That weapon is a secret weapon," explained Dr. Chang, "None like it exists, or has ever existed. It is far more powerful than anyone realizes. And the hospital was just a demonstration, a test of it's abilities. They haven't used it's full power yet."

      "What kind of weapon is this?" asked Dr. Delun.

      "It is an energy weapon."

      It was not long after their meeting when they
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