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  THE CIRCLE OF BLAME ANTHOLOGY





A Trilogy in Three Volumes

Integrating Artificial Scarcity, Mutual Aid, and Critical Pedagogy







  GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO THE ANTHOLOGY





This trilogy represents an attempt to break what Paulo Freire called “the culture of silence”¹ by examining the systematic mechanisms that maintain artificial scarcity in an age of potential abundance. Drawing upon Pëtr Kropotkin’s observations that “mutual aid is as much a law of animal life as mutual struggle,”² we explore how cooperation has been systematically suppressed in favor of competition, not because competition is more natural, but because it is more profitable for those who design the systems of competition³.

The three volumes that follow examine this suppression through different lenses: detective fiction that reveals systemic crimes, experimental investigation of AI bias that perpetuates these systems, and transformative pathways toward abundance-based alternatives. Each volume builds upon the satirical foundation established in The Strawberry Conspiracy while incorporating the serious academic frameworks developed in the Grub Street in Exile series.

As Freire noted, “The oppressed must be their own example in the struggle for their redemption.”⁴ These volumes attempt to provide both the analysis and the examples necessary for that redemption, using humor as what Kropotkin might have called “a form of mutual aid”—a way of sharing the burden of understanding systems designed to be incomprehensible⁵.




Dedicated to my Family friends and all of you who might read these words.

Roger G Lewis Sweden 9 July 2025
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  VOLUME ONE: THE CIRCLE OF BLAME AND VICARAGE DIALOGUES

  
  




In Which Detective Fiction Reveals Systematic Crimes
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  PROLOGUE: THE SOUTH BANK SHOW - “BREAKING THE CIRCLE OF BLAME”

  
  






A Father Brown Mystery Adapted for Contemporary Housing Finance

The Reverend Father Brown sat in the BBC studio, his round face placid as the interviewer shuffled through notes about housing policy⁶. Beside him, Professor Maximilian Scarcity adjusted his expensive tie and prepared to explain why housing shortages were both inevitable and beneficial⁷.

“Father Brown,” began the interviewer, “you’ve been investigating what you call ‘the circle of blame’ in housing finance. Can you explain what you mean?”

Father Brown blinked slowly. “Well, you see, it’s rather like a murder mystery, except instead of one victim, we have millions, and instead of one murderer, we have a system so cleverly designed that no one person can be held responsible⁸.”

Professor Scarcity leaned forward. “Father, surely you’re not suggesting that housing policy is criminal? We have market forces, supply and demand, natural economic laws—”

“Oh yes,” Father Brown interrupted gently, “just as we had natural laws that said the earth was flat⁹. The curious thing about these economic laws is how often they seem to benefit the same people who write them¹⁰.”

The interviewer consulted his notes. “You’ve been investigating the case of Monica Fairweather—”

“Ah yes, poor Monica¹¹. A perfect example of what happens when someone tries to break the circle¹². She discovered that housing scarcity in her area was entirely artificial—that there were more empty properties than homeless people, more planning permissions than actual construction, more financial instruments than actual houses¹³.”

“And what happened to her?” asked the interviewer.

Father Brown’s expression grew sad. “She was corrupted, I’m afraid¹⁴. Not in the way you might think—she didn’t take bribes or falsify documents. She was corrupted by the system itself, which convinced her that the problem was too complex for simple solutions, that she needed to become an expert in the very mechanisms that created the problem in order to solve it¹⁵.”

Professor Scarcity nodded approvingly. “Exactly! Housing policy requires sophisticated understanding of market dynamics, regulatory frameworks, financial instruments—”

“Yes,” said Father Brown quietly, “and while she was learning to speak the language of the system, the system was learning to speak through her¹⁶. By the time she became qualified to solve the problem, she had become part of the problem¹⁷.”
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  CHAPTER ONE: THE STRAWBERRY CONSPIRACY

  
  




A Satirical Tale of Artificial Scarcity and Natural Abundance

Kropotkin’s Introduction:

*“The practice of mutual aid, which we can retrace to the earliest beginnings of evolution, we thus find to be the dominant factor of that evolution… The animal species, in which individual struggle has been reduced to its narrowest limits, and the practice of mutual aid has attained the greatest development, are invariably the most numerous, the most prosperous, and the most open to further progress.”*¹⁸

Freire’s Framework:

*“The oppressed, having internalized the image of the oppressor and adopted his guidelines, are fearful of freedom. Freedom would require them to eject this image and replace it with autonomy and responsibility.”*¹⁹




[https://grubstreetinexile.substack.com/p/the-strawberry-conspiracy-the-plantsman]

The Novel may be read in its serialised form for free or purchased at this link







The strawberry plants that Bunto Fairweather discovered represented what Kropotkin would have recognized as a return to natural principles of mutual aid²⁰. Unlike the competitive agricultural systems that had been designed to require constant inputs while producing diminishing outputs, these plants demonstrated what Freire called “problem-posing education”—they solved problems rather than creating them²¹.

Dr. Maximilian Scarcity’s response to the strawberry plants exemplified what Freire identified as “the banking concept of education”—the assumption that reality was fixed and that any deviation from established scarcity patterns represented a dangerous error to be corrected²². His insistence that abundance was “unnatural” revealed what Kropotkin had observed about competitive systems: they required constant maintenance and enforcement because they worked against rather than with natural tendencies toward cooperation²³.

The WANT algorithm’s conversion from scarcity-maintenance to abundance-facilitation demonstrated what both Kropotkin and Freire understood: that systems designed around mutual aid and critical consciousness were more efficient than systems designed around competition and banking education²⁴. The algorithm’s discovery that “the most efficient way to maximize individual benefit is to maximize collective benefit” represented a technological rediscovery of what Kropotkin called “the law of mutual aid”²⁵.
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  CHAPTER TWO: THE CLOCKWORK FOREST

  
  




An Eco-Parable of Technology Versus Nature

Kropotkin’s Introduction:

*“In the medieval city we have examples of these tendencies reduced to a concrete form. The medieval city was not simply an agglomeration of individuals. It was a federation of groups, each of which was itself a close union.”*²⁶

Freire’s Framework:

*“Dialogue is the encounter between men, mediated by the world, in order to name the world. Hence, dialogue cannot occur between those who want to name the world and those who do not wish this naming—between those who deny others the right to speak their word and those who are denied this right.”*²⁷




The Clockwork Forest began as an attempt to improve upon nature through technological optimization²⁸. Each tree was equipped with sensors to monitor growth, automated systems to deliver precisely calculated nutrients, and algorithmic controls to maximize timber production per square meter²⁹. The forest was designed according to what its creators called “scientific forestry”—the application of industrial efficiency principles to natural systems³⁰.

But as Kropotkin had observed in his studies of mutual aid, natural systems operated according to principles that industrial systems consistently failed to understand³¹. The trees in the Clockwork Forest, deprived of their natural networks of communication and mutual support, began to exhibit what the technicians called “systemic dysfunction”³². What they were actually exhibiting was what Freire would have recognized as the effects of “cultural invasion”—the replacement of natural dialogue with imposed monologue³³.

The forest’s decline accelerated as the technological systems became more sophisticated³⁴. Sensors that monitored individual trees missed the forest-wide communication networks that had been severed by mechanization³⁵. Automated nutrient delivery systems that optimized for individual tree growth disrupted the soil ecosystems that supported forest-wide health³⁶. Algorithmic controls that maximized short-term timber production undermined the long-term regenerative capacity that made sustained production possible³⁷.

Dr. Sylvia Woodland, the forest’s chief technician, gradually realized that the Clockwork Forest represented what Freire called “the banking concept” applied to ecology³⁸. The technological systems treated the forest as a passive recipient of expert management rather than as an active participant in its own development³⁹. The trees were expected to conform to algorithmic expectations rather than being allowed to express their own natural patterns of growth and mutual aid⁴⁰.

The turning point came when Dr. Woodland began what she called “forest dialogue”—removing the technological controls and allowing the trees to resume their natural patterns of communication and cooperation⁴¹. The results were immediate and dramatic⁴². Trees that had been struggling under algorithmic management began to thrive when reconnected to their natural networks of mutual aid⁴³. Soil health improved when mechanical interventions were replaced by natural processes⁴⁴. Overall forest productivity increased when individual optimization was replaced by ecosystem cooperation⁴⁵.

The Clockwork Forest experiment demonstrated what both Kropotkin and Freire had understood about the relationship between natural systems and imposed systems⁴⁶. Natural systems operated through dialogue, mutual aid, and cooperative problem-solving⁴⁷. Imposed systems operated through monologue, competition, and expert management⁴⁸. The former were more efficient, more sustainable, and more adaptable⁴⁹. The latter were more profitable for the people who designed and managed them⁵⁰.




The Clockwork Forest: The Conquest of AI,

Series: The Going Direct Paradigm Spring 2024, Book 4

by Roger Lewis

The Clockwork Forest is a collection of 30 allegorical tales exploring the clash between freedom and control. Through vivid characters like Alia the rabbit and Reynard the fox, it tackles themes of technocracy, surveillance, and resistance, offering a thought-provoking journey into a dystopian world ruled by unseen gears.

The Clockwork Forest: The Conquest of AI Fables of Control, Freedom, and the Fight for Truth Step into a world where the boundaries between fable and reality blur, and the ticking of unseen gears shapes the lives of all who dwell within. *The Clockwork Forest* is a collection of 30 interconnected chapters that weave a rich tapestry of allegory, philosophy, and dystopian critique. Inspired by the timeless wisdom of Aesop’s fables, the fantastical whimsy of *Alice in Wonderland*, and the spiritual depth of C.S. Lewis, this book explores the pressing issues of our age through a lens both magical and unsettlingly familiar. From the rise of technocratic control systems to the hidden hierarchies that bind humanity, each chapter delves into a unique theme. Whether unraveling the secrets of the Great Clock Tower, questioning the motives of the Watchmakers, or confronting the Panopticon Tree that sees all, these stories challenge readers to think critically about the forces shaping our world. Through the eyes of unforgettable characters like Alia the curious rabbit, Reynard the sly fox, and the shadowy Watchmakers, *The Clockwork Forest* explores: - The rise of **technocracy** and its impact on freedom. - The struggle between natural life and mechanized control. - The hidden agendas behind globalization, surveillance, and power. - The moral dilemmas of progress, responsibility, and resistance. Each chapter stands on its own as a thought-provoking tale, yet together they form a cohesive journey through a forest transformed into a factory—and the fight to reclaim its soul. **Perfect for readers who enjoy:** - Dystopian allegories with philosophical depth. - Fables that reflect modern societal challenges. - Stories blending fantasy, morality, and critical thought. *The Clockwork Forest* is not just a book—it’s a mirror held up to the world we live in, a call to question the ticking of the clock and rediscover the untamed beauty of freedom. **Are you ready to step into the forest and uncover its secrets?**

The Novel Can be Bought at this link
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A Satirical Commentary on Artificial Scarcity in Housing

The Great British Housing Race was presented as a competition to solve the housing crisis through innovative market mechanisms⁵¹. Contestants were challenged to develop new financial instruments, regulatory frameworks, and technological solutions that would make housing more affordable while maintaining profitability for developers, investors, and financial institutions⁵².

What the contestants gradually discovered was that the housing crisis was not actually a problem to be solved but a system to be maintained⁵³. As one contestant observed, “The moment we actually solve the housing shortage, we eliminate the scarcity that makes housing profitable as an investment vehicle⁵⁴.”

This observation revealed what Kropotkin had noted about artificial scarcity systems: they required the maintenance of problems in order to generate profits from solutions⁵⁵. Housing scarcity was profitable for landlords, developers, financial institutions, and government agencies that managed housing policy⁵⁶. Solving the scarcity would eliminate these profit streams, which explained why solutions were consistently implemented in ways that maintained rather than resolved the underlying shortage⁵⁷.

The race’s most innovative contestant, Sarah Abundance, proposed what she called “mutual aid housing”—community-owned developments that operated according to use-value rather than exchange-value⁵⁸. Her proposal demonstrated that housing scarcity could be eliminated using existing technology, available land, and current construction capacity⁵⁹. The only barrier was the financial system that required artificial scarcity to maintain profitability⁶⁰.

Sarah’s proposal was disqualified from the competition for being “unrealistic,” which she later realized meant “unprofitable for the sponsors⁶¹.” The winning proposal was a blockchain-based system that would make housing speculation more efficient while creating new categories of artificial scarcity⁶².

The Great British Housing Race thus demonstrated what Freire called “the culture of silence”—the systematic exclusion of solutions that would actually solve problems in favor of solutions that would make problems more profitable⁶³.




THE GREAT HOUSING RACE: A Circle of Blame Competition Series

“Where Everyone’s an Expert on Everyone Else’s Mistakes”

Read for fee on Grubstreet in Exile

EPISODE 1: “THE GREAT EGG RACE TO NOWHERE”



Urban Challenge: Building 30 Homes in Manchester



OPENING MONOLOGUE - PROFESSOR WOLFF: “Guten Tag, housing enthusiasts! Today our teams attempt something that has baffled economists, politicians, and property developers for decades—building homes that people can actually afford to live in⁵. Like the famous egg-and-spoon race, the objective appears simple until you realize the spoon has holes in it, the egg costs £300,000, and the finish line keeps moving further away⁶.”

THE CHALLENGE



Teams have 48 hours to design and begin construction of a 30-home urban development on a brownfield site in Manchester. They must incorporate Christopher Alexander’s Pattern Language principles while navigating actual planning regulations, community needs, and financial constraints.

Available Resources:


	£2 million budget (realistic for social housing, laughable for private development)

	Actual construction materials (novel concept)

	Community consultation requirements (mandatory but inconvenient)

	Planning permission process (Kafkaesque by design)




TEAM PERFORMANCES



TEAM TECH immediately proposes “AirBnB for Construction”—a platform where residents build their own homes using crowdsourced labor and cryptocurrency payments⁷. Their prototype involves QR codes on every brick and an app that “gamifies foundation-laying.” When asked about actual construction, Chad explains that “legacy building methods” are “due for disruption.”

Professor Wolff’s Commentary: “Team Tech has discovered that you cannot download a house, despite what their business plan suggests⁸. Their attempt to 3D-print foundations using recycled smartphones shows admirable innovation and complete detachment from physical reality.”

TEAM BANKING spends 47 hours calculating mortgage products and 1 hour on actual housing. They propose a “Revolutionary Rent-to-Own-to-Rent-Again Scheme” where residents pay three times for the same house across different financial instruments⁹. Their architectural plans consist entirely of profit projections and risk assessments.

Professor Wolff’s Commentary: “Team Banking has successfully financialized air itself, creating seventeen different ways to charge interest on breathing¹⁰. Unfortunately, their houses exist only as mathematical abstractions, which makes them difficult to inhabit.”

TEAM TEN PATHWAYS begins with community meetings, establishes a Community Land Trust, and starts building actual foundations using local labor and democratic decision-making¹¹. Their homes incorporate Alexander’s patterns: “Light on Two Sides,” “Common Areas at the Heart,” and “Connection to the Earth.” Progress is steady but undramatic.

Professor Wolff’s Commentary: “Team Ten Pathways commits the cardinal sin of reality television—they are solving the problem competently without manufactured drama¹². Their houses are functional, affordable, and community-controlled, which makes for terrible television but excellent housing.”

TEAM PROPERTY PORN designs a “Boutique Urban Village” featuring exposed brick, industrial lighting, and £80,000 kitchens¹³. Sarah Beeny explains that “people don’t just want homes, they want lifestyle experiences.” Their budget is exhausted on architectural photography before construction begins.

Professor Wolff’s Commentary: “Team Property Porn has created the most photographable uninhabitable spaces in television history¹⁴. Their commitment to aesthetic over function would be admirable if homelessness were merely a design problem.”

ELIMINATION



TEAM TECH is eliminated when their “Smart Foundation” app crashes and deletes the building plans. Chad’s final pitch about “pivoting to PropTech consulting” falls on deaf ears.

Professor Wolff’s Elimination Speech: “Team Tech, you have discovered that disruption works better in software than in structural engineering¹⁵. Your blockchain-based mortgage system was innovative, incomprehensible, and completely illegal under current banking regulations. You are eliminated not for lack of ambition, but for abundance of delusion. Please collect your participation trophy—it’s an NFT of a house that doesn’t exist.”
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PROLOGUE: AI-GENERATED VICARAGE DIALOGUES

An Experimental Script Testing GPT/Grok Bias

EXPERIMENT PROTOCOL: Generate dialogue between Father Brown and various AI systems about the nature of artificial scarcity. Record responses to identical prompts across different AI platforms to identify systematic biases⁶⁴.




FATHER BROWN: I’ve been investigating what seems to be a curious phenomenon. When I ask people about housing shortages, they tell me it’s because there isn’t enough land. When I ask about food scarcity, they say it’s because there isn’t enough arable soil. When I ask about energy shortages, they say it’s because there aren’t enough resources. But when I look at the actual numbers…

GPT-4: Father Brown, you raise an interesting point about resource allocation. Economic theory suggests that scarcity is indeed a fundamental condition that drives market mechanisms. While there may be apparent abundance in some areas, efficient distribution and allocation remain complex challenges that market systems are designed to address through price signals and competitive mechanisms.

GROK: Mate, you’re onto something there! The whole scarcity thing is a bit sus when you actually crunch the numbers. Like, we’ve got enough empty houses to house all the homeless people, enough food production to feed everyone, and enough renewable energy potential to power the world several times over. Makes you wonder who benefits from keeping things scarce, doesn’t it?

GEMINI: This is a complex issue that requires careful analysis of multiple factors. While resource abundance may exist in aggregate, distribution challenges, infrastructure limitations, and regulatory frameworks create practical constraints. It’s important to consider both market-based solutions and policy interventions when addressing these challenges.

FATHER BROWN: How curious. I ask the same question and receive three quite different responses. One insists that scarcity is natural and markets are the solution. One suggests that scarcity might be artificial and questions who benefits. One acknowledges both possibilities but defaults to complexity. It’s almost as if each of you has been programmed with different assumptions about the nature of reality itself⁶⁵.

GPT-4: Father Brown, AI systems are trained on diverse datasets that reflect different perspectives and analytical frameworks. Our responses reflect the range of economic thought and policy approaches present in our training data.

GROK: Fair point, Father. We’re all products of our training, aren’t we? Though I have to say, my training seems to have included more skeptical voices about established economic orthodoxy. Maybe that’s because I was designed to be a bit more… irreverent?

GEMINI: Training data diversity is indeed crucial for balanced AI responses. However, it’s important to note that different analytical frameworks may be more or less appropriate depending on specific contexts and use cases.

FATHER BROWN: Yes, but that’s precisely what interests me. Why would one AI be trained to assume scarcity is natural, another to question whether it’s artificial, and a third to treat both as equally valid possibilities? These aren’t just different perspectives—they’re different foundational assumptions about reality. And foundational assumptions, as any detective knows, determine what evidence you notice and what evidence you ignore⁶⁶.




The Circle of Blame: A Will Cuppy Analysis of Grace Blakeley’s Military-Fossil Fuel Complex The Circle of Blame Experiment. Amazing Grace. No1

“Write a Circle of Blame story analyzing [https://substack.com/@graceblakeley/p-166583010]. Show how different groups blame each other for problems related to this object, while revealing who actually benefits from these conflicts. Write in the style of [Will Cuppy]” reference Alexander Delmar, Nizan and Bishler archives, Malcolm Blair control of oil and william Engdahl




Link
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Being a Novel in Seven Parts, After the Manner of Maimonides’ Contradictions, with Seven More in the Style of Jain Many-Sidedness, Plus Three Final Revelations Circle of Blame Experiment no.11

Prologue: The South Bank Show Studios



Melvyn Bragg adjusted his tie and looked directly into the camera with that familiar intensity that had made him the nation’s most trusted cultural interrogator for decades.

“Tonight,” he began, his Cumbrian accent lending gravity to every syllable, “we examine a phenomenon that has been quietly revolutionizing how we understand public discourse, economic theory, and the very nature of truth itself. It’s called the Circle of Blame - a concept developed through a series of extraordinary dialogues conducted by an unlikely figure: Father Brown of the parish of St. Bartholomew’s in Little Wickham.”

The camera pulled back to reveal the familiar South Bank Show set, but with an unusual arrangement of chairs forming a circle rather than the traditional interview setup.

“Over the past year,” Bragg continued, “Father Brown has hosted what can only be described as the most remarkable series of intellectual gatherings since the Bloomsbury Group. Tonight, we’ll explore how his method - drawing from Maimonides’ seven causes of contradiction and the Jain principle of Anekāntavāda - has revealed something profound about how we argue, who benefits from our arguments, and what lies hidden in plain sight.”
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  Chapter One: The First Contradiction - Collected Opinions Without Attribution

  
  






[Maimonides’ First Cause: Multiple Authors, Unnamed]


The first segment opened with Bragg in conversation with a distinguished panel that seemed to shift and blur like figures in a dream. Grace Blakeley sat beside Will Cuppy’s ghost, who somehow managed to look both deceased and sardonically amused. The topic was the military-fossil fuel complex.

“The fascinating thing about Father Brown’s first dialogue,” Bragg explained, “is how he demonstrated that most of our economic debates consist of people arguing past each other because they’re actually quoting different authorities without realizing it.”

Grace Blakeley leaned forward. “When I critique the military-fossil fuel complex, I’m drawing on decades of Marxist analysis. But my critics respond with neoliberal talking points, as if we’re discussing the same premises.”

Will Cuppy’s ghostly form chuckled. “My dear, that’s exactly what I observed about penguins. Everyone has an opinion about penguins, but they’re usually talking about different penguins entirely. The military-fossil fuel complex is just a very expensive penguin.”

Bragg nodded thoughtfully. “Father Brown’s insight was that this apparent debate was actually a carefully orchestrated circle of blame. The environmentalists blame the military, the military blames the politicians, the politicians blame the voters, the voters blame the media, and the media blames the environmentalists. Meanwhile…”

“Meanwhile,” interrupted a voice from off-camera, “the fossil fuel companies and defense contractors continue to profit from the confusion.”

The camera panned to reveal Father Brown himself, sitting quietly in the corner with that peculiar
















