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In a nutshell
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The will of the Lord is far more than a set of instructions or commandments; it is the very expression of His heart, purpose, and desire for creation.

Throughout Scripture, the will of God is revealed as that which is good, perfect, righteous, and eternal. It is His divine intention to bring humanity into alignment with His Kingdom, His truth, and His presence. 

The will of God is not rooted in control, but in love, for God desires that people walk in fellowship with Him, know Him intimately, and become transformed into the image of His Son. His will leads people away from darkness, confusion, and destruction, and draws them into life, peace, holiness, and truth.

The will of God is also revealed through obedience and surrender. Jesus Christ demonstrated this perfectly when He prayed, “Not my will, but Yours be done.” In this, Christ showed that the will of the Father may sometimes require sacrifice, perseverance, and trust, yet it always produces eternal fruit. 

Many seek the will of God only concerning decisions, direction, or destiny, but the foundation of His will is first spiritual transformation. God’s will is that hearts be renewed, minds be restored, and lives become vessels through which His glory is revealed. As believers yield themselves to Him through prayer, the Word, and the leading of the Holy Spirit, they begin to discern His voice and walk in His divine purpose.

Ultimately, the will of the Lord is connected to His eternal Kingdom plan. From Genesis to Revelation, God’s will has been to establish His rule, redeem humanity, restore what was broken by sin, and gather a people unto Himself. His will is seen in salvation, healing, reconciliation, justice, mercy, and the triumph of truth over darkness. 

Even in seasons of hardship and uncertainty, the will of God remains steadfast and unshaken. Those who seek Him wholeheartedly discover that His will is not a burden, but a path of life and fulfilment. To walk in the will of the Lord is to walk under His guidance, within His wisdom, and toward the destiny He has prepared from the beginning.
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Seek the will of the Lord above all 
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To follow the will of the Lord is of the utmost necessity. And this also pertains to when we seek the Lord in prayer and supplications. We love to quote "John 14:  13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” And with this, we also stand upon Luke 11:10-12:  10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?” 

Based upon these Scriptures, we are under the impression that we can simply ask ANYTHING of God, even if it is out of His will or plans and purposes of the Lord to exalt the Self and our selfish agendas and desires. We, however, forget “Matthew 6: 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” and also “Luke 9:23: Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.” 

Jesus teaches us how to pray in Matthew 6: 9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 

Let us then connect the dots, because so often we love to take Scripture out of context to support our doctrine or ideas. After all, we have made God into Father Christmas, who must simply give whatever we want! If we consider Mathew 6 verses 9-10 and 33, along with Luke 9, we see that Jesus also teaches about submission and yielding to the will and purpose of the Lord. He talks about denying the self [our desires, plans and purposes and old nature] to follow the Lord to His Glory. 

Therefore, if we truly follow the Lord and thus obey Him, His Kingdom will become our highest priority. If we truly follow Him, then our character and nature will come into alignment with God’s nature and order.

If we, however, say we follow the Lord but still follow our agenda, plans and purposes, thus exalting our own will, then we are not following the Lord as His disciple. If we then are truly following Him, we will deny ourselves and seek His Truth above all. What will then be the result? 

If we then ASK, according to John 14 and Luke 11, we will be ASKING according to His will, plan and purposes to and for His Glory. And then what we ASK will be to His Glory shall also be granted, for it will then be to glorify the Lord. But we err if we think we can simply ask and demand from the Lord if we are strangers to Him, instead of serving Him as His obedient children who seek His Kingdom above our own. So yes, let us ASK for we shall receive IF our intentions and motivations are conformed to God’s Kingdom, His values and truth. 

And yes, let us also ASK in faith and trust, but this is far removed from the modern-day teachings of “name it and claim it” notion where we ASK and RECEIVE even if we do not deny ourselves if we seek Him not above all and if we simply seek our own glorification and exaltation.  

God cannot be fooled or mocked, and He knows who His true children are. He knows our motives and intentions, so let us earnestly seek His will. 

When it comes to walking in God’s will and seeking His will, we need to consider the life of Hezekiah. There are a number of lessons to be learned. In Isaiah 38 New King James Version (NKJV), we read how the king wept for God to extend his life as he faced imminent death due to sickness. God granted his plea, extending his life by 15 years. This shows God’s mercy and kindness, but was Hezekiah in God's perfect will to pray and ask for his life to be prolonged? 

First, let us consider his life before his prayer was answered. In the first month of his reign, Hezekiah immediately got to work and smashed down all the pagan altars and wooden images throughout the hills of Judah. He thus sought the Lord. He also began to clean out and repair the temple and restore temple worship. The temple had been neglected for many years to the point where the rooms were full of junk and rubbish, including idols in the sanctuary. 

In 2 Kings 18:5-7, we are told, “He (Hezekiah) trusted in the Lord God of Israel, so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor who was before him. For he held fast to the Lord; he did not depart from following Him, but kept His commandments, which the Lord had commanded Moses. The Lord was with him; he prospered wherever he went”

Hezekiah was a man who truly sought God and His Will. But then came the sickness, and he sought God to be healed. Was Hezekiah seeking God’s will or merely his own will? In 2 Kings 20:12-19, we see that Berodach-Baladan, son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, and the Bible says that Hezekiah was responsive to this attention. So much so that Hezekiah welcomed him without regard to intent or purposes, and readily showed him everything he had in his treasury house, his entire armoury, and all within his dominion. In fact, there was nothing that he did not show Berodach-Baladan. 

We read in 2 Chronicles 32 of Hezekiah’s wealth but also his pride. 27 Hezekiah had very great riches and honor. And he made himself treasuries for silver, for gold, for precious stones, for spices, for shields, and for all kinds of desirable items; 28 storehouses for the harvest of grain, wine, and oil; and stalls for all kinds of livestock, and folds for flocks. 29 Moreover he provided cities for himself, and possessions of flocks and herds in abundance; for God had given him very much property. 

Remember, the Babylonian envoy would not have visited Hezekiah if the king had remained ill and had abided by God’s will. Instead, Hezekiah was recovering from his sickness, and obviously, it was not a wise thing to do to show the envoy all his riches. Hezekiah got caught up rather naively in thinking that the king of Babylon and his son meant well and wanted to bring gifts as part of his genuine concern for his health and well-being, and to show kindness and peace. 

It would appear that Hezekiah was caught in a weak moment of pride while abundance and peace prevailed. God allowed Hezekiah to be tested so he would know exactly all that was in his heart. In 2 Chronicles 32:25-26, we are told that Hezekiah’s heart was lifted up and that wrath was impending over him, Judah and Jerusalem. But “then Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart, he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem so that the wrath of the Lord did not come upon them in the days of Hezekiah.” 

When Isaiah confronted Hezekiah by asking what the visitors had seen in his house, Hezekiah responded truthfully and told him that not one thing was held back from their sight. Isaiah then declared from the word of the Lord that everything Hezekiah and his fathers had accumulated until this time would be carried off to Babylon. Not only that, but some of Hezekiah’s sons would become eunuchs in the king of Babylon’s palace.

Hezekiah’s prayer for healing serves as a lesson that there are always consequences to each and every decision we make, especially if it is not in the will of God. After all, Hezekiah wanted to live longer, and now he was faced with such a prophecy of doom. God chose not to punish Hezekiah directly because of his repentant attitude, but the consequences would be put onto the forthcoming generations. Such consequences are most likely the result of Hezekiah not allowing God’s will for his life to take its course.

But this was not the only consequence of Hezekiah’s prolonged life. The last son to be born to him was Manasseh. This child was born during the king’s prolonged 15 years of reign. The biblical account of Manasseh is found in 2 Kings 21:1–18 and 2 Chronicles 32:33–33:20. He is also mentioned in Jeremiah 15:4, where the prophet Jeremiah predicts "four forms of destruction" for the people of Judah because of the evil done by Manasseh in Judah. Manasseh re-instituted polytheistic worship and reversed the religious changes made by his father, Hezekiah, for which he is condemned by several biblical texts.

After a reign of 55 years, the longest in the history of Judah, he died in c. 643 BC and was buried in the garden of Uzza, the "garden of his own house" (2 Kings 21:17–18; 2 Chronicles 33:20), and not in the City of David, among his ancestors. It was a reign of more than five decades of wickedness, which all flowed directly from Hezekiah praying for God to grant him more years. So what would have happened if Hezekiah had succumbed to the illness, and Manasseh was not born? Makes you think and again realise there are consequences to our actions.

Hezekiah reminds us how in the post-modern world mankind still loves to be in control of his own destiny and fate, labouring daily to build his own empire or kingdom. We also pray and seek God for things, but many times it is not His will but our own will. We can only find our true purpose, peace, security, hope and future in the will of the Lord.  No matter how intelligent, wise or clever we think we are we will cause greater wear and tear to our spirit, soul and body when we keep walking in our will and not the will of the Lord.

Now, consider the life of Paul and the lessons we can learn from God’s Will. Remember the apostle’s third missionary campaign ended in Jerusalem, as he, along with other brethren (cf. Acts 20:4), brought to the holy city a contribution for the poor of that region (cf. Acts 24:17). In Acts 20 we read what Paul says of this pending journey: 22 And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. 24 But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.

Paul feels he is compelled to go to Jerusalem. Paul was not afraid to suffer for the Gospel, as we read in 2 Corinthians 11. But was it truly God’s will for him to be imprisoned and to go to Jerusalem?

We read for example in Acts 21 New King James Version (NKJV): 21 Now it came to pass, that when we had departed from them and set sail, running a straight course we came to Cos, the following day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara. 2 And finding a ship sailing over to Phoenicia, we went aboard and set sail. 3 When we had sighted Cyprus, we passed it on the left, sailed to Syria, and landed at Tyre; for there the ship was to unload her cargo. 4 And finding disciples, we stayed there seven days. They told Paul through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem. 5 When we had come to the end of those days, we departed and went on our way; and they all accompanied us, with wives and children, till we were out of the city. And we knelt down on the shore and prayed. 6 When we had taken our leave of one another, we boarded the ship, and they returned home. 7 And when we had finished our voyage from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, greeted the brethren, and stayed with them one day. 8 On the next day we who were Paul’s companions departed and came to Caesarea, and entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. 9 Now this man had four virgin daughters who prophesied. 10 And as we stayed many days, a certain prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 When he had come to us, he took Paul’s belt, bound his own hands and feet, and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’ ” 12 Now when we heard these things, both we and those from that place pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “What do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 14 So when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, “The will of the Lord be done.”

So in Acts 20, we find that Paul felt he needed to go to Jerusalem, yet in Acts 21 he was warned not to go. So was Paul following his own will, and would his own will get him into trouble despite his good intentions? And because Paul still wanted to go to Jerusalem, we can clearly see the consequence was his imprisonment. Despite the prophet also telling Paul that he would be bound, Paul simply said he was ready to die for the Gospel. And so everybody present decided this is now the will of the Lord. But was it really? Was it God’s intention for Paul to be imprisoned and suffer even more, or were Paul’s good intentions serving his own will and agenda?

Remember, prisoners in the ancient world were rarely sent to prison as punishment. Rather, prisons typically served as holding cells for those awaiting trial or execution. We see this throughout Scripture. Mosaic Law made no provision for incarceration as a form of punishment. Joseph languished in an Egyptian prison for two years, presumably awaiting trial before Pharaoh on a charge of rape (Genesis 39:19–20; 41:1). Jeremiah was imprisoned under accusation of treason (Jeremiah 37:11–16) but was transferred to the temple guardhouse after an appeal to King Zedekiah, who sought to protect the prophet (37:17–21). And though Jeremiah was later thrown into a cistern, the purpose was to kill him, not imprison him (38:1–6). So Paul could have escaped lengthy imprisonment, but it seems he chose to put a chain of events into motion.

Paul was of course first happily embraced by the brothers in Jerusalem, but they presented him with a problem. His reputation had preceded him. The report had spread abroad that the apostle was antagonistic to the Jewish system. To disarm a volatile situation, Paul agreed to submit to a ceremonial “cleansing” in the temple as was the custom for Jews who had travelled among the Gentile lands (Acts 21:26). This act of benevolence hardly appeased the Jews. Paul had already been seen in the city with Trophimus, a Gentile from Ephesus. So a rumour quickly spread that the apostle had taken Greeks into the temple and defiled it (Acts 21:28), which was a capital offence. Before long, the city was aflame with the lynch mob mentality. Paul’s life was saved only when Roman officials intervened and removed him to safety.

Eventually, under heavy guard (Acts 23:23), the apostle was taken to Caesarea over on the coast, where he was confined in Herod’s palace. Over some time, Paul was subjected to a series of interrogations. Finally, after two years had elapsed and it appeared that “justice delayed is justice denied,” the noble preacher concluded that he would never receive a fair hearing under the present circumstances. And so, exercising his right as a Roman citizen, he appealed his case to Caesar (Acts 25:11-12). The harrowing voyage to Rome is graphically detailed by Luke in Acts 27:1-28:16. This is the most remarkable account of ancient sea navigation in the annals of history. 

Thus, in summary, during Paul’s first imprisonment, he awaited trial before Roman governors Felix and Festus (Acts 24–26). He was placed under house arrest in Rome for two years (28:30), awaiting an appearance before Nero. Scholars believe Paul was released sometime in AD 62 because the Jews who had accused him of being “a real pest and a fellow who stirs up dissension” (24:5) didn’t press their case before the emperor. However, during Paul’s second imprisonment in the Mamertine dungeon, he received a preliminary hearing and was awaiting a final trial (2 Timothy 4:16). He didn’t expect acquittal. Paul writes in “2 Timothy 4: 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”

Despite ending up in prison in Rome for about three years, Paul had fought the good fight. He had endured on the course.  Seven letters in the New Testament were credited to Paul on the assumption that he wrote them while a prisoner in Rome. These include 1 and 2 Timothy, Philippians, Philemon, Colossians and Ephesians. 

As a prisoner himself, Paul reiterated the power of the Gospel in overcoming sociological barriers. He didn’t defend slavery, nor was he directly attacking it in either. Paul instead spoke to the power of forgiveness and the impact of grace, both of which had life-changing effects on society and the individual. Paul’s letter to Philemon demonstrated, as his Prison Epistles also confirmed, that a Christian’s place in the kingdom of God is not determined by their physical circumstances. In many of his letters, Paul often referred to himself as a “prisoner of Christ” (Ephesians 3:1, Philemon 1:1, 9), a position he willingly embraced. Even while imprisoned, Paul still carried the authority of Jesus Christ and ministered to those he was called to. Whether in person or via letter, Paul’s ministry was purposeful and profound, and his writings are impactful and instructional for the global church today.

So while God used Paul still mightily to teach, preach, encourage and edify, even in prison, was his final imprisonment truly God’s will? Remember when Paul wrote his epistle to the Romans, he expressed hope that he would visit the church in that city as soon as arrangements could be made following his journey to the city of Jerusalem. The visit to Rome was delayed for about three years, but when he finally reached the city, he arrived as a prisoner awaiting trial before the court of the emperor. Paul wanted to visit Rome, so did he by any chance choose to hasten his imprisonment or was it truly the will of the Lord?

This is why we need to listen so closely to God and what the will of the Lord is for our lives. Many times our will may seem to be God’s way, but maybe it is only our agenda and desires coming to the fore. At the end of the day, when we walk in the will of the Lord, we walk in His footsteps, and we, therefore, walk along a path made straight and the rough ways smooth. The Lord will go before those who follow His will and seek His glory. He knows what is best for us. 

He must be in control to keep us straight on our course through life. We, however, have to submit and come under His complete sovereignty and authority.

REMEMBER! NOT KNOWING and DOING the WILL of God (Matthew 7.21) could land you in Matthew 7:23, which speaks of ETERNAL SEPARATION from God! The enemy will, therefore, never want you to come to the core KNOWLEDGE of the WILL of God.
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Abiding in His commanded and sovereign Will
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Matthew 6: 9Pray, therefore, like this: Our Father Who is in heaven, hallowed (kept holy) be Your name. 10Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

I was once again brought to a halt when considering the prayer of the Lord as taught by Jesus. This is a prayer that we have heard and said many times, but it remains an amazing fact that we have become casual and nonchalant when repeating these words, not grasping at all the true meaning of this prayer.

Let us pause for a moment – because these days it seems that the Lord is asking us more and more to pause, reflect, consider and ponder deeply upon our walk with Him – what is Jesus asking us to pray? He is not just giving us a simple form of a prayer to recite blindly and without any passion or love - He is asking us to pray the ultimate prayer of deceleration regarding our faith, our hope, our obedience, our willingness, our faithfulness, and our desire to serve Him. 

Jesus is asking us to live a life where our relationship with Him and our relationship with each other reflect the state which exists right now in heaven. Are we grasping this? We are praying for His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven, meaning that in heaven there is love, there is truth, there is holiness, there is honesty, there is fairness, and there is unity among all. How the Lord is longing for His people to grasp the essential truth that He wants His will, settled in heaven, to be reflected in us and governing us.

And there is no greater testimony of our desire to follow Him as His children than by the prayer of asking the Lord that His will be done and not ours. And that “will” in the Greek language speaks of desire, purpose and intent. Therefore, Jesus instructs us to pray that the will of the heavenly Father - that same Sovereign Lord of Isaiah 61 – be done, and we are to seek, pursue and desire that God’s purpose, desire, intent and desire for us all in this world be done, and not our own.

But ah, can we truly look in the mirror, and can we truly look deep into our hearts and honestly say that we are seeking the will of the Lord? Are we truly living a life according to His will that reflects the glory of heaven and therefore His complete love?

For it is all about the will of God. From the beginning to the end, it has always been the will of the Lord. For this reason, Revelation 1 reads: "8 I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”

The will of the Lord – His intent, purpose and desire – existed at the beginning and will exist at the end, always pure, always true, always perfect, always real and never wavering. From the beginning until now and until forever, it has always and will always and shall always be about God and His will for our lives – we who are the masterpieces of His creation. And His will is so designed and so exists to prosper us, to protect us, to make us joyous and blessed. 

And now we may ponder what the will of the Lord is. The long and the short of it is that for every individual the Lord has desired a certain path to be walked – and that this journey becomes a journey of spiritual discovery and revelation as we seek Him, pursue Him and desire Him. The long and the short of it in broad strokes is that the Lord has called us all to be set apart unto Him – set apart in His love, truth, holiness, purity, life and light. We have been called to love Him and to love each other as He loves us. 

Above all, the will of the Lord is for us to walk in the realisation that we are born to be His sons and daughters, here on earth and for all eternity. It is only when we allow ourselves to follow His will, therefore, seek His ways and purposes and delights above our own, that we truly learn to be children of the Most High. 

It is only when we realise that it is all about God and that when we seek Him above all, as Jesus urged us to do in Matthew 6, that His perfect, complete and beautiful will for our lives will be consecrated to His glory and to our eternal profit. 

So, let us then pause and consider that when we pray that His will be done, that we indeed allow God to guide and lead us as His children of light in a world of darkness to the honour and glory of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Let us truly seek His will to be done in our lives to reflect His will and way, as it is in heaven.

Hebrews 5:8-10 (Amplified Bible): 8Although He was a Son, He learned [active, special] obedience through what He suffered. 9And, [His completed experience] making Him perfectly [equipped], He became the Author and Source of eternal salvation to all those who give heed and obey Him, 10 Being designated and recognized and saluted by God as High Priest after the order (with the rank) of Melchizedek.

It is all about the will of God – His Sovereign and commanded Will. It is all about God. It is all about His desire, His purpose, His intent, His delight and His wish.

God is indeed the Alpha and the Omega – and to walk in the will of the Lord requires us to walk in fear and in the love of God. That is the will of God – to love Him and to love each other as we should. And as we have seen, we cannot do so unless we have learned to walk in the fear of God, to cultivate a holy consciousness and be aware of His holiness and His will.

To demonstrate God’s will we cast our eyes towards the drama playing out in the desert through which Israel wandered for 40 years. The players are Moses, Aaron and the Israelites.

Before God had even set Israel free from the yoke of slavery, Moses had a very good understanding of the Sovereign Will of the Lord. The Will of the Lord was to lead the people out of slavery into the Promised Land so that they could take hold of the land of Canaan and become a people set aside unto holiness and purity in the image of the Living God. Moses understood that by the covenant made with Abraham, the Lord’s Sovereign Will was for God to set the people up in their land and there be set apart to serve God. Moses began comprehending when He stood before the Burning Bush when the Lord said I Am who I Am, which simply implies that God’s Sovereign Will shall be done in the end.

And so Moses watched as God raged against Egypt, even though what was happening to Egypt – the death and the plague and the famine – was against His nature, it still needed to occur for God’s Sovereign Will for Israel to materialise. Moses watched as the Red Sea parted, and he watched as the Lord turned bitter water into sweet, and he watched as the Lord sent manna and quail to feed the people. All of this was done according to God’s Sovereign Will for Israel because He needed them to get to the Promised Land.

But now, something astonishing happens. Moses went up to Mount Sinai and received the 10 Commandments after 40 days of fasting. What happened? No longer did Moses understand God’s Sovereign Will, he now understood God’s Commanded Will, which meant adhering to God’s laws and commandments when it came to living, behaving and acting for His glory in accordance with His glorious nature [we will shortly get to the teaching on Sovereign and Commanded Will]. 

No longer did Moses understand that it was the Lord’s Sovereign Will for the people to be set apart in the Promised Land, but he now understood that the Lord’s commanded will according to the 613 Laws, was to live a spiritual, practical and moral life of love, holiness and purity. And he now understood that God’s Sovereign Will shall never be altered, but also that mankind would have the choice to follow God’s commanded will or not.

And lo and behold, as Moses came down the mountain, he was faced with a rebellion (Exodus 32). Aaron had allowed the people to build a golden calf. Moses, who came down with the 10 Commandments that encapsulate the 613 Laws, came to show the people the commanded will of the Lord, but instead found a people who were not walking in the will of the Lord by their idolatry and rebellion!

For their punishment, there was death in the camp against those who stood not with Moses, and so again we see how God’s Sovereign Will prevailed even though death and murder went against His Commanded Will. But His Sovereign Will needed to prevail for the Israelites were destined to be God’s people from whom the Messiah would come, and God would not allow a rebellious people, full of idolatry, to enter the Holy Land.

For many more years, we watch as Moses leads the people through the desert. We must remember that God’s Sovereign and Commanded Will was engraved and ingrained in Moses’ spirit and soul – he knew exactly what God expected of them and where God was leading them to. 

Moses was the vision carrier of God’s Sovereign Will, but for 40 years the people simply kept on rebelling against God’s Commanded Will by not obeying His Laws and Commandments, and so we read of an account of many deaths along the way, such as those found in Numbers 25 when 24 000 Israelites were slain by God’s hand. 

Again, these deaths went against God’s Commanded Will, but it needed to be done to uphold His everlasting and real Sovereign Will.

Can we imagine what it must have been like for Moses? He was wandering the desert full of God’s vision and with God’s will engraved into His being, but he had to endure the same wandering with the other Israelites. How things would have been different if the people had only listened to Moses! They would have followed God’s Commanded Will and would have walked far quicker into God’s Sovereign Will. But it didn’t happen that way because they refused to follow God’s Commanded Will, even though it didn’t change His Sovereign Will which is established and settled in heaven.

Why did God allow the wandering for 40 years? The answer is simple – even though the people understood it was God’s Sovereign Will to lead them to the Promised Land, they had yet to learn to obey and be faithful out of love and not mere duty, to the Commanded and Blessed Will of the Lord. They knew the Sovereign Lord of the Will but they had not learned to walk in the Commanded Will of the Lord, which speaks of love, faith, holiness, purity and kindness (Galatians 5 – Fruits of the Spirit).

And so today, we too are a part of the plan, we who know the Sovereign Will of the Lord which speaks of all those who believe will know eternal life. We know it is God’s Sovereign Will for those redeemed by the Blood to walk in His Image so that they may prosper and benefit in this life in spirit, soul and body. The problem however remains that we have forgotten what it means to walk in the Commanded Will of God, which means to uphold and adhere to His truths, to His ways, to His commandments and to all things scared.

Let us then first pay close attention to the difference between the Sovereign and the Commanded Will of the Lord. 

There are two clear and very different meanings for the term “will of God” in the Bible. Knowing the difference between these two meanings of “the will of God” is crucial to understanding one of the biggest and most perplexing things in the entire Bible, namely, that God is sovereign over all things and yet disapproves of many things. That is, he forbids some of the things he brings about while he commands some of the things he hinders. Or to put it most paradoxically: God wills some events in one sense that he does not will in another sense. 

In one case, there is God’s Will of Decree, or Sovereign Will. One of the clearest illustrations of God’s Sovereign Will is the way Jesus spoke of the will of God in Gethsemane when he was praying. He said, in Matthew 26:39, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”

What does the will of God refer to in this verse? It refers to the sovereign plan of God that will happen in the coming hours. Acts 4:27-28 says this: “Truly in this city there were gathered together against
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