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      “Seeing beauty in a flower could awaken humans, however briefly, to the beauty that is an essential part of their own innermost being, their true nature.”

      —ECKHART TOLLE, A New Earth
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      Once upon a time, there was a girl who was taught to type, be quiet, and obey the rules. But Cassie loved to dance to the tune of her own heart. She dreamed in colour. She loved to paint flowers—yellow roses with violet spots, lavender lilacs with glorious green hearts, and bright red poppies with lovely leaves of magenta pink… lots and lots and lots of flowers dancing in her heart. Cassie didn’t dream of becoming a secretary or a wife like the other girls. She dreamed of becoming an artist
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      When her parents were arguing at home, Cassie would escape to her room and paint flowers.
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      Instead of going to bed, Cassie stayed awake at night. She gazed at the moon and dreamed of mystical flowers that bloomed in the stars.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            4

          

        

      

    

    
      During the summer holidays, Cassie stayed with her grandmother, who taught her how to paint. Cassie loved to walk barefoot on the grass. Pink, yellow, and orange wildflowers, in all the colours of happiness, tickled her feet. She giggled, and laughed and danced in fields of flowers
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      When she was alone, she nurtured her creative dreams. Cassie read and wrote stories. She illustrated them in brilliant, happy colours. She painted pictures and sent them to the children’s section of the newspaper. One day they published them. It made her so happy. She was so pleased.
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      Cassie’s parents worked long hours. They were hardly ever home. She longed to do things other families did. Go camping at the beach, enjoy long walks in the park, have picnics beneath trees. But she had her imagination which took her wherever she wanted to go.
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      She loved her magic carpet the most. She coloured it in bouquets of flowers and went on happy flights to places far away. She soared across the sky, danced in the clouds, sent kisses to the sun, painted flowers on the stars and whispered to the moon.
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