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Chapter 1 The Present Simple

The Present Simple (also known as Simple Present or Present Indefinite) is a grammatical tense that demonstrates repetition, general truths, habits, generalization, and fixed schedules. Occasionally, the Present Simple can also indicate scheduled actions in the near future and, in certain instances, actions occurring at this very moment. Continue reading for comprehensive explanations, illustrations, and exercises on the present simple. We use Present Simple for habits but Present Continuous for actions happening right now

The Present Simple is formed with the structure Subject + Verb. The verb form depends on the subject: for “I, you, we, they,” we use the base verb; for “he, she, it,” we add -s or -es according to specific rules.

1. Present Simple (I, You, We, They)

1.1 Forming of a Positive sentence 

(Also called a statement or affirmative sentences.)

When we form the positive sentence with the subjects I, you, we, and they, we use the base form of the verb for the Present Simple. Also called the “Infinitive”.

Abbreviations found in the list on page 286

Formular: Sub. + Pre. Sim. + R.O.S. (Rest of Sentence)

[image: A group of orange and yellow rectangular signs

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Examples with Explanations:

I work as a software developer.

Explanation: This states my permanent profession using the base verb form “work” without modification, as it describes an ongoing occupational status.

I understand the instructions clearly.

Explanation: This expresses my current comprehension using the stative verb “understand” to describe a mental state rather than an action, with “clearly” emphasizing the degree of understanding.

You speak French fluently.

Explanation: This describes your ongoing language ability using the base verb form “speak” to indicate a permanent skill, with “fluently” modifying your proficiency level in the singular person.

You always arrive on time.

Explanation: This describes your punctual habit by placing the frequency adverb “always” before the main verb “arrive” to emphasize the consistent timing of your actions in the singular person.

We meet every Thursday for lunch.

Explanation: This describes our regular weekly social gathering using the time expression “every Thursday” to show the recurring nature of this scheduled event.

We believe in equal opportunities.

Explanation: This expresses our collective philosophy using the stative verb “believe” to convey an enduring opinion about fairness and access.

You work in the same department.

Explanation: This describes your shared workplace situation using the base verb form “work” since the plural “you” doesn't require conjugation, indicating a current professional arrangement.

They study engineering at university.

Explanation: This describes their current academic focus using the action verb “study” in its base form to show an ongoing educational activity at a higher institution.

They usually take the bus to work.

Explanation: This describes their regular commuting routine by placing the frequency adverb “usually” before the action verb “take” to show their habitual mode of transportation.

1.2 Forming of a Negative Sentence. 

With a negative sentence, we add the auxiliary do and the negative not with the subjects I, you, we, and they. When we combine it, we have don’t.

You will notice now that we don't call the verb the present simple, but it changes to the infinitive or base form. That is because we use the auxiliary do in the sentence. After do we always use the infinitive verb.

Formular: Sub. + Aux. + Neg. + Inf. + R.O.S.

[image: A yellow and orange rectangular box with black text
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Examples with Explanations:

I don’t eat meat.

Explanation: This expresses my personal dietary choice using “don’t” with the first-person singular subject “I” to indicate a consistent avoidance of meat.

I don’t work on Sundays.

Explanation: This states my regular weekly routine of not working on Sundays, using the negative present simple construction to describe a recurring personal schedule.

You don’t look happy today.

Explanation: This observes your current mood by using “don’t” with the second-person subject “you” (singular or plural) to describe a temporary appearance rather than a permanent state.

You don’t usually arrive late.

Explanation: This indicates someone's typical punctuality by placing the frequency adverb “usually” before the main verb “arrive” to show habitual timing in the singular person.

We don’t speak German.

Explanation: This states a permanent inability to communicate in German, using the base verb form without conjugation since it's a general truth about our language skills.

We don’t have class tomorrow.

Explanation: This indicates a scheduled absence where the verb “have” remains in its base form to express the lack of a planned event.

You don’t like spicy food, right?

Explanation: This seeks confirmation about someone's food preferences by using a negative statement paired with the question tag “right” for verification in the plural person form.

You don’t have to finish today.

Explanation: This removes obligation by using the modal-like phrase “have to” in negative form to indicate something isn't required in the plural person form.

They don’t live in this city.

Explanation: This states a permanent fact about their residence using “don’t” for plural subjects to indicate they are not current inhabitants.

They don’t watch TV often.

Explanation: This describes an infrequent habit, placing the adverb “often” after the auxiliary verb “don’t” to modify how rarely the action occurs.

1.3 Forming of Questions 

(Also called Interrogative Sentences)

Questions always start with either a Question word (QW) / Question phrase (QP) or it can start with an auxiliary. They always end with a question mark, without a space in between and it is the end of the question. You will notice that you can start a question with either the question word or auxiliary.

Questions with QW / QP:

Formular: QW / QP + Aux. + Sub. + Inf. + R.O.S. +?

[image: A yellow and orange rectangular sign
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Examples with Explanations:

What do you usually eat for breakfast?

Explanation: This asks about your regular morning meal routine using the question word “what” followed by the auxiliary “do” and base verb “eat” to inquire about a habitual action.

When do they finish school?

Explanation: This asks about a scheduled time that will be completed using the question word “when” with “do”, since “they” is a plural subject, referring to a fixed timetable.

Why do we need to wake up early?

Explanation: Here we seek the reason behind our morning routine by using “why” with “do” for the first-person plural subject “we” to question an established habit.

How often do you exercise?

Explanation: Here the speaker inquires about a workout frequency using the phrase “how often” with the auxiliary “do” for the second-person subjects to establish consistency.

Who do you live with?

Explanation: This asks about your household situation by using “who” as the object of the preposition “with,” combined with “do” for second-person subjects to inquire about co-residents in your house.

How do you spell your name?

Explanation: This requests clarification on the spelling of your name by using “how” to inquire about the method, with “do” for second-person subjects to form a polite question.

What do you do on weekends?

Explanation: This question explores about your typical weekend activities using the question word “what” followed by the auxiliary “do” to ask about regular actions in second person.

Where do your parents live?

Explanation: This asks about the current residence of your parents using the question word “where” with the auxiliary “do” because “parents” is a plural subject.

What kind of music do you like?

Explanation: This question investigates about your musical preferences by using the phrase “what kind of” to specify the category, combined with the auxiliary “do” for second-person subjects. We can use it 3 ways: for a single type; What kind of car do you drive? a category; What kind of music do you enjoy listening to? or instance of something; What kind of food is your favourite?

You have three children, correct?

Explanation: This seeks confirmation about your family size using the irregular verb “have” in its base form regardless of subject, with the tag question “correct” verifying the information in the plural person form.

Questions with Auxiliaries:

Formular: QW / QP + Aux. + Sub. + Inf. + R.O.S. +?

[image: A yellow and orange rectangular box with blue text
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We can start a question either with a Question Word (QW) or a Question Phrase (QP) as we can see in the table above. When we start a question that we ask people with the auxiliary, we only have a yes or no answers and we add the subject and the auxiliary. In the Present Simple for I, you, we, and they, we use the auxiliary do, and in the table below, are some examples on how we can answer people.

[image: A yellow and orange rectangular object
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Examples with Explanations

Do I need to bring my ID?

Explanation: This checks if bringing identification is personally required by using “do” with first-person “I” to form a necessity question.

Do you like coffee?

Explanation: This asks about your taste preference by using “do” with second person “you” to inquire about a general liking.

Do we have a meeting today?

Explanation: This verifies a scheduled group event by using “do” with first-person plural “we” to ask about shared obligations.

Do they speak Spanish?

Explanation: This asks about someone’s language-speaking ability by using the auxiliary “do” with the plural subject “they” and the Infinitive “speak” to form a yes or no question.

Do your friends enjoy traveling?

Explanation: This explores others' recreational interests by using “do” with the plural subject “your friends” that replace the subject “they” to ask about habitual preferences.

Do we have homework today?

Explanation: This checks for today's academic obligations by using the auxiliary “do” with the first-person plural subject “we” and base verb “have” to form a yes or no question.

Notice how the answers change in the questions with “I” and “you”. The subjects change around.

To ask someone about the type of work or job he/she does, we can say “What do you do?”

Also to remember is when someone ask a WH-questions, it is expected that a proper or long answer should be given and when an Auxiliary-question is being asked, we only need to use yes or no with the subjects, I, you, we, they, and do. We can add a reason, but it is not necessary.

Do you eat peanuts? No, I don’t, because I am allergic to it.

2. Present Simple (He, she, it)

2.1 Simple Present Rules

Before we look at the Present Simple for, he, she, and it, also called Third Person Singular, we have to take a look at the rules for these subjects in the Present Simple. 

We have two sets of rules for the Present Simple to remember, for the subjects I, you, we, and they, the base form of the verb is being used. 

For the subjects he, she and it, the verb changes in the present simple as we will see in the rules below.

We can use the subject “it” as a subject or object, also called dummy subject. The word 'dummy' is used because it doesn’t refer to any specific thing. Instead, it serves different grammatical purposes:


		Emphasis: It can highlight the subject of a sentence.



It was you who solved the problem!

Here it highlights “you” as the important subject.


		General statements: It’s used for talking about the weather, time, or other impersonal expressions.



It is raining heavily today.

We use it here for weather, no actual subject.


		Provisional use: It can introduce an idea before the real subject appears.



It seems impossible to finish on time.

Here it introduces an idea before the real subject “to finish on time”.


		Anticipatory role: It holds the place for information that comes later in the sentence.



It is exciting that you’re coming!

In this sentence it holds the place for the real subject “that you’re coming”.

Each example shows how “it” acts as a placeholder without referring to a specific noun.

[image: A close-up of a yellow and black text
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For positive sentences: 

There are no auxiliary verbs in the Present Simple when we use the normal verbs in positive sentences.

We conjugate the main verb to the third person singular as per the rules in the tables above.

For negative sentences and questions: 


		Auxiliary Verb “Do/Does” (also called Modal Verbs) in Present Simple



We should remember, when we make negatives or questions in the Present Simple, we use the helping verbs do and does. Think of them as little assistants!

Do → for I, you, we, they. Do you like coffee?

Does → for he, she, it. Does she speak Spanish?


		The Main Verb Stays in Its Base Form



Here’s a trick we can keep in mind: After do/does, the base verb never changes! Drop the -s/-es and keep it simple.

Incorrect: Does she likes pizza?

Correct: Does she like pizza?

Incorrect: They don’t plays football.

Correct: They don’t play football.


		Making Negative Sentences



To say “no”, we insert not between the auxiliary verb, the helper, “do/does” and the main verb.

I do not (don’t) eat meat.

She does not (doesn’t) watch TV.


		Making Questions



We flip the subject and auxiliary verb! It’s like turning a statement into a question with a quick swap.

Statement: You like tea.

Question: Do you like tea?

Statement: He works here.

Question: Does he work here? 

Here is a list of possible Auxiliaries / Modal verbs

“Be”, am /is / are, do “do / does”, have “have / has”, will, shall, may, can, must, ought, should, could, and would

Examples for all Subjects as the First, Second and Third person:


		First-person singular (FPS): I drive a blue car

		Second-person singular (SPS): You drive a blue car

		Third-person singular (TPS): He drives blue a car

		Third-person singular (TPS): She drives blue a car

		Third-person singular (TPS): It sits on the blue car (we can talk about a cat that we refer to as it)

		First-person plural (FPP): We drive a blue car

		Second-person plural (SPP): You drive a blue car

		Third-person plural (TPP): They drive a blue car



2.2 Forming of the Positive sentence 

(Also called a statement or affirmative sentences.)

When we form the positive sentence with the subjects, he, she, and it, we don’t use the base form of the verb, but we apply the rules set out in page 3.

Formular: Sub. + Pre. Sim. Verb + R.O.S.

[image: Image]

Examples with Explanations

He works at a hospital.

Explanation: This states his permanent workplace using the third-person singular verb form of “work”, adding -s “works” to describe an ongoing professional situation.

She teaches mathematics at a university.

Explanation: This describes her professional role with the base verb “teach”, adding-es “teaches” because the verb ends with -ch, showing a regular occupation.

It rains heavily in April.

Explanation: This explains a seasonal weather pattern using the singular “it” with “rain” adding -s “rains” to state a general meteorological fact.

He always arrives on time.

Explanation: This emphasizes his punctual habit by placing “always” before the main verb "arrive" which adds -s “arrives” in third-person singular.

She enjoys reading science fiction.

Explanation: This expresses her literary preference with “enjoy” changing to enjoys, adding -s for third-person singular to show a personal liking.

The train departs at 7:00 AM.

Explanation: This states a fixed transportation schedule using “depart” with -s “departs” for the singular subject “train” following a programme agreement.

He plays the piano beautifully.

Explanation: This describes his musical ability with the regular verb “play” adding -s “plays” to indicate an artistic skill in the third-person singular.

She watches the news every evening.

Explanation: This outlines her daily routine with “watch” adding -es “watches” because it ends with -ch, showing a daily activity, also called a daily routine.

The cat sleeps on the sofa.

Explanation: This depicts the animal's regular resting place with “sleep” adding -s “sleeps” for the singular subject “cat” to show typical behaviour.

This restaurant serves authentic Italian food.

Explanation: This characterizes the establishment's cuisine using “serve” with -s “serves” for the singular subject “restaurant” to describe a permanent feature.

2.3 Forming of the Negative Sentence.

You will remember that with I, you, we, and they, in the negative we added do+ not =don’t

With he, she, and it, in the present simple we use the auxiliary does. The negative form of does is does not = doesn’t

Formular: Sub. + Aux. + Neg. + Inf. + R.O.S.
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Examples with Explanations

He doesn’t like spicy food.

Explanation: This expresses his permanent dislike by using “doesn't” with the base form “like” to negate a personal preference.

She doesn’t work on weekends.

Explanation: This describes her recurring time off by maintaining the Infinitive “work” after “doesn’t” for third-person singular.

It doesn’t rain much in summer.

Explanation: This states a seasonal weather pattern using the base form “rain” after “doesn’t” despite the singular subject.

The train doesn’t stop at this station.

Explanation: This indicates an exception to the schedule with “stop” remaining in the Infinitive after the negative auxiliary.

She doesn’t watch television.

Explanation: This shows her habitual avoidance by using “watch” in base form even though we normally add -es.

He doesn’t play video games.

Explanation: This indicates his lack of interest in gaming with “play” staying in base form after the negation.

This phone doesn’t support 5G.

Explanation: This states a technical limitation using the base verb “support” after “doesn’t” for a singular subject.

The store doesn’t open until 10 AM.

Explanation: This specifies business hours with “open” remaining unconjugated in the negative structure.

She doesn’t speak German.

Explanation: This indicates a language gap by using the Infinitive “speak” after the negative auxiliary.

The cat doesn’t sleep in this basket.

Explanation: This describes the animal’s behaviour pattern with “sleep” in base form despite the singular subject.

You will notice that the “base form” and “Infinitive” is the same verb form

2.4 Forming of Questions 

(Also called Interrogative Sentences)

Questions always start with either a Question word / question phrase or it can start with an auxiliary. They always end with a question mark, without a space in between and it is the end of the question. You will notice that you can start a question with either the question word or auxiliary.

Questions with Question Words and Question Phrases:

Formular: QW / QP + Aux. + Sub. + Inf. + R.O.S. +?
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Examples with Explanations

Where does she work?

Explanation: Here we ask about her regular place of employment using “does” as the auxiliary verb for third-person singular subjects to ask about a permanent work situation.

How often does he exercise?

Explanation: This questions his workout frequency by using “how often” with “does” and the Infinitive “exercise” to ask about a recurring activity.

Why does it rain so much here?

Explanation: We seek an explanation for the frequent rainfall by using “why” with “does” and the base verb “rain” to inquire about the different weather patterns.

Who does she live with?

Explanation: We use “who” to questions about people and to ask about her household situation by combining “who” with “does” and the base verb “live” to determine living arrangements.

What does he do on weekends?

Explanation: This is to inquire about his weekend activities using “what” with “does” and the Infinitive “do” to ask about habitual free-time behaviour.

When does the store close?

Explanation: Here we ask about operating times of the business by using “when” with “does” and the base verb “close”.

What kind of music does she like?

Explanation: The inquiry is about her musical preferences by combining “what kind of” with “does” and the base verb “like” to ask about taste in music. Refer back to a full explanation in the positive sentence.

How does he get to work?

Explanation: We want to know about his commuting method by using “how” with “does” and the Infinitive “get” to inquire about transportation routines.

Questions with Auxiliaries:

Formular: QW / QP + Aux. + Sub. + Inf. + R.O.S. +?
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Examples with Explanations

Does he work at the hospital?

Explanation: This question asks whether he is employed at the hospital as a general fact, using “does” with the base verb “work”, without adding -s, to inquire about his current job situation.

Does she speak French fluently?

Explanation: Here we check her language ability in French by using “does” followed by the infinitive “speak”, and not “speaks” to ask about a permanent skill.

Does it snow in this city during winter?

Explanation: This question inquires about a weather pattern by combining “does” with the base verb “snow”, not adding the -s, to confirm a seasonal occurrence.

Does the train arrive on time?

Explanation: This question verifies the punctuality of the train schedule by using “does” with the base verb “arrive” to ask about a fixed timetable.

Does your cat like fish?

Explanation: This question explores the pet’s food preference by using “does” with the infinitive “like”, not “likes”, to ask about a habitual taste.

When we start a question that we ask people with the auxiliary, we only have a yes or no answers and we add the subject and the auxiliary. In the Present Simple for he, she, and it, we use the auxiliary does and, in the table below, are some examples on how we can answer people.
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3 Present Simple (“Be” verb)

A lot of Teachers and students forget that we do use the “Be” verb in the Present Simple. Many of my Russian and Turkish students have mentioned that this concept wasn’t covered in their previous English classes.

The “Be” Verb is mainly used in segments of the present simple, it is Facts & Generalizations and also the Now factor. It works the same as the normal verb present simple and here we have a quick look at it.


Diagram 1 of the Be verb for all subjects

3.1 Forming of the Positive sentence 

(Also called a statement or affirmative sentences.)

The verb “be” is unique in English as it has three distinct present tense forms “am, is, are” that vary according to the subject. Unlike other verbs, “be” doesn’t follow the typical present simple conjugation pattern. It’s used to express:

Permanent states (identity, nationality)

Temporary conditions (feelings, locations)

Inherent qualities (characteristics, descriptions)

Let’s examine how this works with different subjects:

Formular: Sub. + Be Verb + R.O.S. 
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Examples with Explanations

I am a doctor.

Explanation: This statement uses “am” to establish my professional identity - a fact that remains true over time. Notice how we never say “I be” or “I is” – “am” - is the only correct form for first person singular.

You are my best student.

Explanation: Here, “are” describes a relationship between the speaker and the listener. In the second person we use “are”, whether addressing one person or multiple people, which differs from many other languages.

He is from Canada.

Explanation: When talking about a male subject, we switch to “is” to indicate origin. This third-person singular form also applies to professions like “He is a teacher” or characteristics “He is tall”.

She is very intelligent.

Explanation: For female subjects, we maintain the “is” form. This example shows how we describe natural qualities that don’t change frequently.

It is raining right now.

Explanation: With the impersonal “it”, we always use “is,” commonly used for weather, time, and general observations. This demonstrates a temporary condition rather than a permanent state.

We are ready for the test.

Explanation: The first-person plural uses “are” to indicate a current state of preparedness. The verb corresponds with the plural subject “we” rather than the individual speakers.

You are all doing well.

Explanation: When we are addressing a group of people, the “are” remain consistent. This example shows how the verb form stays the same whether addressing one person or many.

They are at the library.

Explanation: For plural subjects, we always use “are” to indicate a location. This construction works equally well for people “They are happy” or objects “The books are on the table”.

3.2 Forming of the Negative Sentence.

The negative form of the verb “be” in present simple is created by adding “not” after the appropriate form of the “Be” verb, am, is, and are. These constructions are used to deny or contradict statements about identity, states, or characteristics.

You will remember that with I, you, we, and they, in the negative we added do + not = don’t and with he, she, and it, in the present simple we use the auxiliary does + not = doesn’t.

Formular: Sub. + Aux. + Neg. + R.O.S.
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Examples with Explanations

I am not late for class.

Explanation: Here, the speaker denies being delayed. Notice how “am” combines with “not”, often used in the contracted form “I’m not”, to contradict a potential assumption about punctuality. The first-person singular always uses “am not”, we never say “I don't be.”

You are not the manager here.

Explanation: This directly contradicts someone's assumed position. The second person uses “are not”, frequently shortened to “aren’t”, maintaining the subject-verb arrangement whether addressing one person or multiple people.

He is not at home right now.

Explanation: When negating a third-person singular male subject's location, we use “is not”, often contracted to “isn’t”. This construction works equally well for characteristics “He isn't tall” or identities or occupations “He isn’t a doctor”.

She is not interested in the project.

Explanation: This denies that the female subject is committed with doing something. The “is not” form remains consistent for all singular third person subjects, whether referring to people, animals, or objects.

It is not raining anymore.

Explanation: For weather conditions and impersonal subjects, we maintain the “is not” construction. This example shows how we reverse temporary states that were previously true.

We are not ready to present the presentation.

Explanation: With the first-person plural negative statements we use “are not” or the contracted form “aren’t” to indicate collective unreadiness. The verb agrees with the plural subject while cancelling a state of preparation.

You are not listening to me.

Explanation: When addressing a group negatively, “are not” remains the correct form. This example demonstrates how we might point out someone’s lack of attention in a present situation.

They are not from this country.

Explanation: For plural subjects, “are not” denies the origin or the identity of a group of people. This construction works for people of 2 and more, “They aren’t students”, animals “The dogs aren’t dangerous”, or objects “The keys aren’t here”.

For am, is and are we have the following negative forms that we can use in sentences, it depends on the speaker which of them he/she wants to use.
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For the subject I we cannot say: I amn’t, this is not allowed for the subject I, but well for the rest of all other subjects

Incorrect: I amn’t working for an English school

Correct: I am not working for an English school.

Correct: I’m not working for an English school.

3.3 Forming of Questions 

(Also called Interrogative Sentences)

Questions always start with either a Question word / question phrase or it can start with an auxiliary. In this case the Auxiliary is the “Be” verb. They always end with a question mark, without a space in between and it is the end of the question. You will notice that you can start a question with either the question word or auxiliary.

The verb “be” forms questions differently from other verbs in English, we invert the subject and verb rather than using an auxiliary. This structure is used to ask about:


		Identity

		Characteristics

		Locations

		Conditions

		Relationships



Questions with Question Words and Question Phrases:

Formular: QW / QP + Aux. + Sub. + R.O.S. +?
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Examples with Explanations

Am I late for the meeting?

Explanation: This asks about my own punctuality status, inverting, meaning we change the words from “I am” to “am I”, thereby we create a yes and no question. The speaker seeks a confirmation about their timing.

Why am I always so tired?

Explanation: Using a WH-question “why”, this explores the reason behind a recurring personal state. Note how “am” is placed before “I” in the question structure.

Are you the new manager?

Explanation: This verifies someone’s professional role by inverting “you are” to “are you”. It’s a common question when meeting someone new in a work context or a person just wants to know what the other person does.

How are you feeling today?

Explanation: With the question word “how,” we inquire about someone’s current wellbeing. The present simple here suggests asking about a general state rather than a temporary action. I always tell my students that we don’t answer with “I am fine”, fine is an adjective and we can say “the weather is fine” describing the weather. In this question we want to know more about the emotions of the person we speak to. So, we rather use different emotion words like, good, happy, excited, grateful, proud, sad, angry, disappointed etc.

Is she your sister?

Explanation: This confirms the family relationship between you and your sister by inverting “she is” to “is she”. This question seeks to clarify a permanent biological connection.

Where is the nearest bank?

Explanation: Using the question word “where,” we ask about a location. The impersonal “it” could also be used “Where is it?”, but here we specify what we are trying to locate.

Are we supposed to bring laptops?

Explanation: This checks about any expectations for a group where the speaker belongs to. The inversion of “we are” to “are we” makes it a proper question form.

When are we meeting for lunch?

Explanation: With the time question word “when”, we ask about future scheduled plans. The present simple here refers to a fixed arrangement in the future.

Are you all coming to the party?

Explanation: This invites confirmation about a group attendance to a specific event. The plural “you” uses “are”, whether addressing one particular person formally or a group of people.

What time are you open until?

Explanation: By using a time phrase, we ask about the hours a business is closing. The question assumes the plural “you” represents the establishment’s staff. This form is perfect and often used in speech. We can ask the same question as follow: “Until what time are you open?” here it is more formal and grammatically perfect, “What time do you close?” is most common and clear in speech.

Are they still married?

Explanation: Here we want to inquire about the ongoing marital status of a person. The inverted “they are” to “are they” forms a question about a long-term relationship.

Why are the windows open?

Explanation: With the question word “why”, we seek a reason for a current state of affairs. The plural subject “windows” requires the plural “are”.

Questions with Auxiliaries:

Formular: QW / QP + Aux. + Sub. + R.O.S. +?
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When we start a question that we ask people with the “Be” verb auxiliary, we only have a yes or no answers and we add the subject and the auxiliary. In the Present Simple with the “Be” verb for all the subject we refer back to the Diagram 1 of the “Be” verb, we use the auxiliaries am, is, and are and, in the table below, are some examples on how we can answer people.
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Examples with Explanations

All the following questions we can also call “Auxiliary” questions as it starts with the “Be” verb and as in the normal Present Simple we have yes and no answers.

Am I on the guest list?

Explanation: This first-person question demonstrates how we invert “I am” to “am I” when checking our own inclusion status, a common scenario when verifying attendance at events or accessing restricted areas.

Are you the account holder?

Explanation: This second-person question illustrates professional verification, where inverting “you are” to “are you” that serves to confirm someone’s identity or authorization in formal transactions.

Is he aware of the schedule change?

Explanation: Here we see the third-person male subject question, where “is” precedes “he” to inquire about knowledge of an altered plan, it’s a typical workplace communication structure.

Is she still the department head?

Explanation: This example shows how we maintain the subject-verb inversion “is she” when we are asking about someone’s current professional position, emphasizing that the role of the nature is unchanging.

Is it operational after the repairs?

Explanation: With the impersonal “it”, here the question demonstrates how we check the status of objects or systems, maintaining proper inversion while addressing mechanical or technical subjects.

Are we meeting in Conference Room A?

Explanation: This first-person plural question exemplifies group coordination, where “are” is in front of “we” to confirm meeting logistics, commonly used in scheduling business meetings.

Are you all attending the workshop?

Explanation: Addressing multiple people, this question maintains the “are you” transposition while adding “all” to emphasize the inclusion of every group member in the inquiry.

Are they familiar with the new protocol?

Explanation: This plural subject question shows how we change “they are” to “are they” when assessing a group’s knowledge of updated procedures or rules.

3.4 Time Expressions Commonly Used

Frequency Adverbs: 

We us always, usually, often, sometimes, rarely, never, hardly ever, occasionally as frequency adverbs. With frequency adverbs we have 2 common rules that we have to think of:


		The frequency expression comes after the “Be” verb.

		The frequency expression comes before any other verbs.



Examples:


		People are always happy when they can socialise.

		He sometimes drinks coffee in the morning.

		We generally stay at home at the weekends.

		She is rarely late for work.



Frequency Expressions: 

We use every day, every week, twice a day, once a month, once every 3 months, 3 times a week etc. as frequency expressions. With every we add day, week, or month. With frequency expressions we have 1 common rule that we have to think of:


		We usually put the frequency expressions at the end of a clause or a sentence.



They visit us every summer.

I play tennis once a week.

Other Time Words: on Mondays, at night, in the evening

We play basketball on Wednesdays.

They go to the gym in the evenings.

4. Common mistakes in the Present Simple

It’s a great way to improve accuracy. Here are some frequent errors people make with the present simple tense:

4.1 Forgetting the “-s” in the Third Person Singular

Incorrect: He eat breakfast every day.

Correct: He eats breakfast every day.

This is probably the most common mistake. Remember that verbs in the present simple tense take an “-s” or “-es” ending when the subject is he, she, or it.

4.2 Using “do/does” in Positive Sentences

Incorrect: She does likes chocolate.

Correct: She likes chocolate.

“Do” and “does” are auxiliary verbs used to form questions and negative statements in the present simple. They are not needed in affirmative (positive) sentences unless you want to add emphasis, e.g., “She does like chocolate!”.

4.3 Incorrect Use of “do/does” in Questions and Negatives

Incorrect: You like coffee?

Correct: Do you like coffee?

Incorrect: He not like coffee.

Correct: He does not (or doesn’t) like coffee.

Remember to use “do” with I, you, we, and they, and “does” with he, she, and it in questions and negative statements.

4.4 Misplacing Frequency Adverbs

Incorrect: I go often to the cinema.

Correct: I often go to the cinema.

Frequency adverbs generally go after the “Be” verb and before the main verb. Always, usually, often, sometimes, rarely, hardly ever, never

4.5 Confusing Present Simple with Present Continuous

Incorrect: I am living in London. (If it’s a permanent situation)

Correct: I live in London.

Use the present simple for habits, general truths, and permanent situations. Use the present continuous for actions happening now.

4.6 Using Present Simple for Temporary Situations

Incorrect: I work in a bank this week. (If it’s just for this week)

Correct: I am working in a bank this week.

Use the present continuous for temporary situations or actions happening around now.

4.7 Using Present Simple with Stative Verbs in the Continuous Form

Incorrect: I am knowing the answer.

Correct: I know the answer.

Stative verbs (verbs that describe states, not actions, like “know”, “believe”, “love”, “hate” are generally not used in the continuous form.

4.8 Present Simple vs Present Continuous

Sometimes we use the Present Simple for actions where it would be much better and correct to use the Present Continuous.

Incorrect: I go to school now.

Correct: I am going to school now.

By being aware of these common pitfalls, you can significantly improve your accuracy when using the present simple

5. The Present Simple Uses

5.1. Repeated Actions 





		I brush my teeth every morning.

		She goes to the gym twice a week.

		We play football every Saturday.

		The train leaves at 7:00 AM every day.

		He studies English every evening.



5.2. Facts or Generalizations





		Cats like milk. 

		Birds do not like milk. 

		Do pigs like milk? 

		California is in America. 

		Windows are made of glass. 



5.3. Scheduled Events in the Near Future 





		The train leaves tonight at 6 PM. 

		The bus does not arrive at 11 AM, it arrives at 11 PM. 

		When do we board the plane? 

		The party starts at 8 o’clock. 

		When does class begin tomorrow? 



5.4. Now (Non-Continuous Verbs) 





		I am here now. 

		She is not here now. 

		He needs help right now. 

		He does not need help now. 

		He has his passport in his hand. 



6. Present Simple Actives and Passives








		We use the passive voice when the object receiving the action in the Active sentence is more important and you would like to emphasise it. 

		That means that you use the passive to emphasise that the thing receiving the action is more important.













































7. Conclusion: The Enduring Elegance of the Present Simple Tense
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