
[image: cover]











—  SHAKESPEARE’S —

Adapted by  

Steve Barlow and Steve Skidmore

Illustrated by Kevin Hopgood and Martyn Cain

OTHELLO

A GRAPHIC NOVEL








 

Frankli

n Watts

First published in Great Britain in 2024

THIS EBOOK EDITION PUBLISHED IN 2024

by Hodder and Stoughton

Text © Steve Barlow and Steve Skidmore 2024

Design and Illustration © Hodder and Stoughton 2024

All rights reserved.

Credits:

Editor: Grace Glendinning

Designer: Cathryn Gilbert

Illustrations: Line art by Kevin Hopgood, 

colour by Martyn Cain

Sensitivity reader: Mireille Harper

Picture credits: page 109 Colin Waters / Alamy Stock Photo

Every attempt has been made to clear copyright. Should 

there be any inadvertent omission please apply to the 

publisher for rectification.

EB ISBN: 978 1 4451 9024 2

A CIP CATALOGUE RECORD FOR THIS BOOK IS AVAILABLE FROM 

THE BRITISH LIBRARY.

Franklin Watts

An imprint of

Hachette Children’s Group

Part of Hodder and Stoughton

Carmelite House 

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

An Hachette UK Company

www.hachette.co.uk

www.hachettechildrens.co.uk

WARNING: Othello contains some difficult discussions 

and images of violence, murder and suicide, which 

may be triggering and distressing to some readers. 

Please only read when you feel able to do so.








William Shakespeare: The Man, the Actor, the Author  4

Othello

 – The Play  7

Othello

9

List of Main Characters: 

Dramatis Personae

10

Act One  12

Act Two  30

Act Three  44

Act Four  66

Act Five  82 

The world of 

Othello

98

Sources of 

Othello

99

Themes in 

Othello

100

Shakespeare’s Language  103

Fun Facts  104

Publication 105

Performing the Play!  106

The Theatre  108

Glossary 110

Shakespeare Timeline  111

  

 

CONT

E

NTS








4

William Shakespeare: 

The Man, the Actor, the Author 

William Shakespeare is considered to be one of the greatest writers 

who ever lived.

He was born in the market town of Stratford-Upon-Avon in 

Warwickshire, England in 1564 and died there in 1616.

Shakespeare is usually referred to as an Elizabethan playwright but 

he actually lived during the reign of two monarchs: Elizabeth I and 

James I. When Elizabeth died in 1603, James, who was already King of 

Scotland, took over the English throne.
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During his lifetime, Shakespeare wrote nearly 40 plays and over 150 

poems (mainly sonnets). He was also an actor and a very successful 

businessman and owned valuable buildings and land in London and 

Stratford.

His parents were John Shakespeare, a glove-maker and Stratford 

council official and Mary Arden, who was the daughter of a wealthy 

local farmer. As the child of a reasonably well-off family, William 

attended the local grammar school, where he would have studied Latin 

and Greek as well as English literature and history.

In 1582 at the age of 18 he married Anne Hathaway. They had three 

children but by 1587, Shakespeare had left his wife and children in 

Stratford and moved to London. He joined 

an acting company and, by the early 

1590s, was writing his own plays, 

becoming well known and 

successful in the world 

of London theatre.

London

Stratford-upon-Avon
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In 1594, Shakespeare joined a new acting company, The Lord 

Chamberlain’s Men, with his friend, the actor Richard Burbage. He 

would spend the rest of his life writing plays to be performed by this 

company and even became a part-owner of The Globe Theatre, which 

was built in 1599. The company was so successful that when King 

James came to the throne, he became their sponsor and their name 

was changed to The King’s Men. 

From 1610, Shakespeare began to spend more time in Stratford. 

He died on 23rd April 1616. In the years following Shakespeare’s 

death, two of his friends, John Heminge and Henry Condell, collected 

manuscripts and copies of his plays. They were printed in 1623 in an 

edition known as 

The First Folio

. This collection of tragedies, comedies 

and historical plays helped to establish Shakespeare as a great 

playwright – possibly the greatest the world has ever known.

Another friend, the playwright Ben Jonson, said that Shakespeare’s 

plays would prove to be “not of an age, but for all time”.

Jonson was right. Shakespeare’s plays have been translated into every 

major language and are performed across the world. They have also 

been turned into  films, TV series,  musicals, ballets  and graphic novels!
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Othello 

– The Play

It is thought that Shakespeare wrote 

Othello

 around 1603–04. 

Since that time, it has become one of the most performed of all 

Shakespeare’s plays and has been the inspiration for  films  and operas.

A simplistic view of the play is that it is a domestic tragedy: a noble 

man is persuaded that  his wife is unfaithful to him and,  in  a  fit  of 

jealous rage, he murders her before killing himself. However, 

Othello

  

is a complex play, dealing with many themes that continue to be  

relevant  over 400  years after its  first performance: jealousy,  

deceit, betrayal, race, sexism and religion.
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Othello

 is also one of Shakespeare’s most problematic plays for modern 

audiences. Its depiction of a Black character, racist language, sexism 

and  violence towards women  can  make  it  a difficult play to watch (and 

to adapt as a graphic novel).

However, it is still praised by many critics who think that Shakespeare 

was actually challenging racial stereotypes and the role of women in 

society, by the very fact that Desdemona, a white woman, marries 

Othello, a Black man, against the will of her father. Thousands of 

words have been written on what Shakespeare meant us to take from 

the play, which is the very mark of great literature: it makes us 

question and consider. The play also has many memorable lines:

“Look to her, Moor, if thou hast 

eyes to see. She has deceived 

her father, and may thee.” 

Brabantio Act 1 Scene 3

“I am not what I am.” 

Iago Act 1 Scene 1

“Then must you speak 

Of one that loved not 

wisely but too well.” 

Othello Act 5 Scene 2

“I do perceive here a  

divided duty.” 

Desdemona Act 1 Scene 3

“Reputation, reputation, reputation!  

O, I have lost my reputation!  

I have lost the immortal part of myself, 

and what remains is bestial.” 

Cassio Act 2 Scene 3

“O, beware, my lord, of 

jealousy. It is the green-eyed 

monster which doth mock  

The meat it feeds on.” 

Iago Act 3 Scene 3
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