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As of August 2023 heading towards the BRICS 15th Summit, over 40 nations wants to join BRICS - why is that so?

Currently the world is dividing into two groups NATO & BRICS every nation at some point will have to choose a side.

Bearing in mind not all African countries are in support of our colonial powers still having a say in our sovereign nations, 

Not all Africans approve of the involvement of America & their European allies in Africa and how they handled Gaddafi & Libya at large.  

With America, NATO & its allies sanctioning the continent and the world as they wish, 

Sanctioning Russia in the Ukraine invasion, a lot of Africans are in solidarity with Russia in the fight against the continent’s former colonial powers.

It’s a no brainer why Africans opting to choose BRICS over NATO as Russia supported a lot of African nations during the liberation struggles era. 

This book will give an overview on why the choice of BRICS over America & its allies.

With thus said this book will be updated periodically to ensure that it is as current as possible.

© 2023 Christopher Thabani Mandawa

All Rights Reserved.
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	What is BRICS


BRICS is an acronym of Brazil, Russia, India, China & South Africa.

[image: ]Image courtesy of SABC News

It is a joint economies organisation in which all member states can trade equally and have equal shares in the organisation. 

	How BRICS countries relate to Africa 


The relationships, the bonds, the ties and friendships between the BRICS and Africa goes back to the support they gave during the times of independence struggle .

Main relation being sanctions victims and victims from the United States of America bullying & NATO allies. 

Russia - Africa Relation

[image: As Ukraine looks West, Russia wins over Africa]Image courtesy of the Kyiv Independent

Russia’s engagement with African countries is not new. Backed by its ideological commitment to decolonisation, Russia’s communist predecessor, the Soviet Union, established partnerships with African countries soon after they claimed independence. 

Its involvement was driven by a mixture of ideological commitment, pragmatic economic interests, and the need to build alliances in the Cold War.

The newly independent African countries desperately needed to find economic partners other than their former colonial powers to help them build their economies and survive in the long term. 

Several ultimately became theatres for protracted Cold War proxy wars, such as the Ethio-Somali war (1977 to 1978) and the Angolan civil war (1975 to 2002).

The Soviet Union engaged with many regimes across the continent, including Modibo Keita in Mali and Sekou Touré in Guinea. It provided support across a variety of fields, ranging from industrial to military assistance.

In Mali

[image: Russia's Wagner Play Undermines the Transition in Mali – Africa Center for  Strategic Studies]Image courtesy of Africa Center for Strategic Studies

The Soviet Union established a multifaceted partnership with Mali after the country gained independence in 1960. In 1961, the two countries signed trade, economic and cultural cooperation agreements, allowing Mali to reduce its dependency on France. 

It also built infrastructure, such as a cement factory and gold mining enterprise, to aid Mali’s industrial development. Keita’s regime in Mali was overthrown in 1968, with power taken by a government that improved relations with France. 

However, Mali continued to receive military aid from the Soviet Union, such as pilot training as well as artillery and parachute training. This relationship represents the basis for Russia’s involvement in Mali to this day.

In Guinea
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Image courtesy of Crossed Flag Pins

The Soviet Union also engaged in a partnership with Guinea. After independence from France in 1958, Guinea became the first former French colony in West Africa to refuse membership in the French community and opt for full independence instead. This move led France to withdraw support. Guinea’s leader Sekou Touré rejected the United States as an ally and courted the Soviet Union instead. Guinea received arms and equipment as well as military training and economic assistance. The Soviet Union also provided millions of dollars in aid to Guinea, supporting its industry and constructing cement and leather mills. The West African country’s relation with the Soviet Union fluctuated over the years: from rapprochement with the United States during the Kennedy administration to allowing the Soviets to use its airfields during the Angolan war. 

However, after the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Russian Federation faced a decade-long social and economic crisis. Its commitments in Africa became marginal, though the legacy of ties remained. (AVB1)

In Zimbabwe 

[image: ]

Russia played a crucial role in the struggle for independence date back to the mid-1960s, during the Rhodesian Bush War. The Soviet Union supported Joshua Nkomo's Zimbabwe African People's Union, and supplied them with arms

October 1980 then Minister Of Home Affairs Joshua Nkomo the Soviet Union, and not the West, was the true friend of Zimbabwe.

'Without the assistance of the Soviet Union _ without the 1917 revolution in Russia _ Africa would still be in slavery today,' 

Nkomo told 1,200 armed guerrillas of his Zimbabwe People's Revolutionary Army in welcoming them to their new barracks, nine miles from then Salisbury & now Harare.

Nkomo said the Western nations had ulterior motives for their friendship with Zimbabwe.

'Other countries come to us now and say we want this, we want that. Where were they when we were fighting?' he said.

'The Soviet Union doesn't want an inch from us ... not our farms or our industry.'

He said Moscow helped Zimbabwe's struggle against white minority rule simply 'as a duty to humanity.'

Nkomo also said many of his guerrillas 'were trained in the Soviet Union.' (AVB2)

In Mozambique
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Mozambique–Russia relations (Russian: Российско-мозамбикские отношения) date back to the 1960s, when Russia began to support the struggle of Mozambique's Marxist-oriented FRELIMO party against Portuguese colonialism. Most leaders of the FRELIMO were trained in Moscow. Diplomatic relations were formally established on 25 June 1975, soon after Mozambique gained its independence from Portugal. (AVB3)

In Tanzania

[image: Russia - TanzaniaInvest]
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Diplomatic relations between Russia (USSR at the time) and Tanzania were established on December 11, 1961.

Through Dar es Salaam, which became a second home to freedom fighters all over the continent, the Soviet Union provided material support to national liberation movements in South Africa, Mozambique, South Rhodesia and Namibia. 

Racism and colonialism, apartheid, discrimination and inequality on the African continent were regarded as natural evils by both Tanzania and the Soviet Union. (ABV4)

In Congo

[image: AFRICA/RUSSIA : Russian ambassadors in Africa in combat mode - 03/03/2022 -  Africa Intelligence]

Image courtesy of Africa Intelligence

In 1960 the Congo achieved independence, becoming the Republic of Congo-Léopoldville with Lumumba as Prime Minister. The new government sought to consolidate power and soon began to outlaw opposition parties and jail their leaders. This heavy-handed approach led to the secession of the mineral rich province of Katanga, under the leadership of Joseph Mobutu, the army chief of staff and staunch anti-communist. The central government in Leopoldville sought to crush the rebellion but was denied western support. Lumumba turned instead to the Soviet Union, who willingly supplied him with modern weapons, ammunition and military advisers.

[image: Typed page extract which alludes to Lumumba’s links with Communist advisers.]

The involvement of Moscow worried officials in Washington who believed Lumumba was intent on turning the Congo into an African Cuba. This concern was intensified as the Congo contained the world’s largest deposits of uranium ore – some of which had been used in the atomic bomb detonated over Hiroshima. The Americans were determined to deny the Soviets access to the uranium mines and plotted with Mobutu to remove Lumumba from power. The Foreign Office also spread rumours that Lumumba was a dangerous communist in the pay of Moscow.

On 14 September 1960 Mobutu led a successful coup suspending Parliament and arresting Lumumba. The Soviets demanded his immediate release. They further called for the removal of UN peacekeeping forces from the country, and the detention and trial of Mobutu on charges of sedition and inciting the army to rebellion.

In January 1961 Lumumba and his key lieutenants were taken to Katanga, imprisoned and executed by firing squad.(AVB5)

China - Africa Relation

[image: How to understand China-Africa relations? - CGTN]
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China originally had close ties with the anti-apartheid and liberation movement, African National Congress (ANC), in South Africa, but as China's relations with the Soviet Union deteriorated and the ANC moved closer to the Soviet Union, China shifted away from the ANC towards the Pan-Africanist Congress.The Soviets supported Joshua Nkomo's Zimbabwe African People's Union, and supplied them with arms; Robert Mugabe's attempts to gain Soviet support for his Zimbabwe African National Union were rebuffed, leading him to enter into relations with China. China adopted several principles, among them was the support of the independence of African countries while investing in infrastructure projects.

In the 1970s, the expulsion of Soviet military advisers from Egypt and Sudan was welcomed with arms supplied by China. China and Zaire (and Safari Club) shared a common goal in Africa, namely to do everything in their power to halt Soviet gains in the area. Accordingly, both Zaire and China covertly funneled aid to the National Front for the Liberation of Angola (FNLA) (and later, UNITA) to prevent the People's Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA), which was supported and augmented by Cuba, from coming to power. China and Safari Club sent assistance to support the Mobutu regime during the Shaba I conflict in 1977.

The Somali Democratic Republic established good relations with the Soviet Union throughout the Cold War era. When Somalia sought to create a Greater Somalia, it declared war on Ethiopia and took the Ogaden region in three months with Soviet aid. When the Soviet Union shifted its support from Somalia to Ethiopia, the latter retook the Ogaden. This angered Somalian President, Siad Barre, who expelled all Soviets advisors and citizens from Somalia. China and Safari Club supported Somalia diplomatically and with token military aid. (AVB6)

India - Africa Relation

[image: India ups lending to Africa in bid to counter China's dominance – The North  Africa Post]

Image courtesy of The North Africa Post

The development of modern-day relations has gone through two main periods. During the period of colonialism and liberation wars, political relations became stronger. At the wake of the Cold War, many African countries joined the non-aligned movement pioneered by Egypt, Ghana, India, Indonesia and Yugoslavia.

During the years of decolonisation, India exerted considerable political and ideological influence in Africa as a role model and a leader of the Non-Aligned Movement. But India's ability to develop a broader strategic role in Africa during the 20th century was subject to several constraints. (ABV7)

Brazil – Africa Relation

[image: Brazil Seeks to Boost Trade Ties with Kenya – BRICS Information Sharing &  Exchanging Platform]

Image courtesy of BRICS

It was only during the governments of Jânio Quadros and João Goulart (1961-64), a period in which Brazil adopted a more independent foreign policy, that the African Division was created within the Brazilian Foreign Ministry, also known as Itamaraty. Brazil began more concerted and open support for the self-determination of African peoples. In 1961, Brazil opened embassies in Accra and Tunis, and consulates in Luanda, Maputo, Nairobi, and Salisbury (renamed Harare in 1982). During his presidency, Jânio Quadros even appointed the first African-Brazilian Ambassador, Raymundo de Souza Dantas, to serve in Ghana in 1961. Quadros, who was a firm supporter of self-determination, recognized that Brazil and African countries shared common aspirations, particularly with regard to domestic development. Brazil shifted its behavior, with a growing increase in support for decolonization in Africa.

The Revolução dos Cravos (Carnation Revolution) in Portugal on April 25, 1974, opened up a new possibility for Brazil to change its position regarding the independence movements in Africa without Portuguese constraint. Additionally, the oil crises of the 1970s led Brazil to seek new markets for its young industrial sector. As a result of this new pragmatism, Brazil was the first country to recognize the independence of Guinea Bissau on July 16, 1974, even before the negotiations between Portugal and Guinea Bissau were completed. More embassies also followed in Mozambique, Gabon, Sierra Leone, Guinea, Cape Verde, São Tomé & Príncipe, Upper Volta (renamed Burkina Faso in 1984), and Lesotho. At this

	What do we as Africans gain from being part of BRICS









	Being a member of BRICS has enhanced South Africa's position and influence as an important emerging economy.







	BRICS membership gives us access to policy and technical expertise of larger and established economies. 









	BRICS membership gives us access to the funding support of the National Development Bank. 







	BRICS membership has strengthened our activism on the global stage, particularly around reform of multilateral institutions. 







	South Africa benefits from being part of a collective voice striving to advance a world order based on mutual respect and the equal sovereignty of nations.







	BRICS membership is of strategic importance to our country.







	BRICS cooperation provides tangible benefits for South Africa in the fields of research and innovation, energy, health, and education cooperation.







	More than 100 multilateral BRICS research projects have been funded under the BRICS Framework Programme.







	Our research partnership is based on joint ownership and shared responsibility, the real and open sharing of experience, expertise and resources; and a determination for BRICS research to advance the global good.







	Some of the global narratives about BRICS highlight our different histories, cultures, religions, development paths and forms of governance as something negative. BRICS sees this as a rich resource of diverse knowledge and practice that inspire innovative and creative solutions to current challenges.







	BRICS has deepened cooperation to fight COVID-19 and mobilise the political support and financial resources needed to respond to future pandemic preparedness.







	This includes the establishment of a virtual BRICS Vaccine Research and Development Centre in 2022 to strengthen global capacities to prepare for and respond to pandemics and work towards a BRICS Integrated Early Warning System to forecast future outbreaks of infectious diseases.







	The BRICS Remote Sensing Satellite Constellation is a virtual constellation of existing BRICS remote sensing satellites with the data shared to all BRICS space agencies to help them respond to challenges such as global climate change, major disasters and environmental protection.







	The BRICS Intelligent Telescope and Data Network (BITDN) will build a network of telescopes to explore and survey the cosmos.







	BRICS platforms are being created to share best practice, knowledge and expertise, including the







	BRICS is also a platform for sharing and learning and is open to new ideas and directions.







	A unique aspect of BRICS is the establishment of the BRICS Think Tank Council, BRICS Academic






	The BRICS Energy Research Cooperation Platform supports a data-driven policy response as South Africa moves towards a low-carbon development path that is inclusive, sustainable and that takes into account our status as a developing country.







	People-to-people cooperation manifests through art, film and cultural exchanges, BRICS Games, increased access to capital for infrastructure and sustainable development, enhanced research and innovation, recovery of the tourism sector, investment and trade, more opportunities for 2 businesspeople, researchers and students, the empowerment of women, girls and the youth, and increased living standards of our people.










	South Africa leverages its BRICS membership to address the triple challenges of inequality, poverty and unemployment through increased intra-BRICS trade, investment, tourism, capacity building, skills, and technology transfers.







	Together BRICS has around 42% of the world's population, almost 30% of the world's territory, around 27% of global GDP and around 20% of global trade.







	South Africa has reaped the benefits of membership of this important bloc, most notably in the area of economic cooperation.







	Bilateral trade has grown, particularly with China and India, with commodity exports and manufactured goods imports featuring strongly.







	South Africa’s overall trade with its BRICS partners has increased by an average growth of 10% over the period 2017-2021.







	Total South African trade with BRICS reached R830 billion in 2022 from R487 billion in 2017. BRICS now accounts for 21% of South Africa’s global trade in 2022.







	Over 14% of South Africa's exports are to BRICS countries. Around 30% of imports came from BRICS countries in 2022.







	Trade with China remains the dominant force accounting for 63% of exports to BRICS in 2022, although down from 73% in 2021.







	Russia was the only BRICS country showing a decrease in total trade with South Africa last year, of about 10%.


	South Africa continues to face a trade deficit with its bilateral trade and overall trade with BRICS countries.


	There is a need for trade diversification as value-added products make up between 4 and 9% of our exports to BRICS while primary products such as coal, iron ores and manganese dominate.







	BRICS is strengthening collaboration in catalytic sectors such as energy, information technology, science, technology and innovation, agriculture and the green economy. These are all important sectors identified in South Africa’s Economic Reconstruction and Recovery Plan.







	BRICS is an important source of foreign direct investment in key areas such as mining, automotive, transportation, clean energy, financial services and IT. These investments and projects lead to significant job creation.







	The Strategy for BRICS Economic Partnership aims to develop opportunities for market access and facilitate market inter-linkages, promote mutual trade and investment, and create a businessfriendly environment, and diversify trade and investment cooperation that supports value addition.







	The BRICS Business Council and the BRICS Women’s Business Alliance bring together important commercial networks vital to broader socio-economic growth and recovery with a view to making recommendations on issues of trade and investment that are related to the business environment.


	The BRICS Business Forum meeting on the eve of the Summits, aim at expanding and diversifying trade and mutual investments, including through the identification of new business opportunities.



	BRICS works together in cooperation not only for our own benefit but for the global community.







	South Africa's theme and priorities reflect our principled position that we advance in partnership






	BRICS partners have demonstrated their commitment to Africa’s own policy priorities, particularly voicing their support for Africa’s Agenda 2063.







	South Africa continues to use its BRICS membership to advance the aspirations enshrined in the Agenda 2063 of the African Union.







	As BRICS Chair for 2023, we are exploring opportunities to strengthen the partnership between BRICS and Africa, including in the operationalisation of the African Free Trade Continental Area and the establishment of a BRICS-Africa Platform by the BRICS Women's Business Alliance.







	Operationalising the African Continental Free Trade Area will unlock an integrated African market of over 1 billion people with a combined GDP of approximately US$3.3 trillion.


	BRICS countries continue to show a commitment to addressing the issues that face Africa and the developing world.







	The developing world is faced not only with food and energy insecurity, the impact of unilateral 3 sanctions on Russia, but also the sustained impact of America's trade war with China.







	The majority of the world would prefer that global payment systems, banking, supply chains, trade,






	In 2022, BRICS adopted the BRICS Initiative on Enhancing Cooperation on Supply Chains and the







	South Africa intends to keep the partnership focused on opportunities for BRICS to show leadership towards global growth, sustainable development and inclusion of the global South in the world system. 







	The combined economic strength of BRICS should be a catalyst for sustainable global economic recovery and respond to the disruptions to supply chains and challenges of food and energy insecurity.


	As a collective, BRICS countries work together to address challenges and explore opportunities for mutual benefit for all.







	BRICS is at the forefront of shaping a new people-centred global society.
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	Sanctions on African countries







	Zimbabwe



























	Sudan and Darfur Sanctions





	E.O. 14098 of May 4, 2023, among other things, authorizes the imposition of sanctions on foreign persons to address the situation in Sudan following the military’s seizure of power in October 2021 and the outbreak of inter-service fighting in April 2023, and to support a transition to democracy and civilian transitional government in Sudan.







	E.O. 13400 of April 26, 2006 imposes sanctions on individuals and entities in connection with the conflict in Darfur and, in part, implements sanctions with respect to that conflict adopted by the United Nations Security Council. (AVB24)


	South Sudan























	Somalia























	Libya 








































	Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)




















	an entity, including any armed group, that has, or whose members have, engaged in any of the activities described in above, or 

	(ii) an entity whose property and interests in property are blocked pursuant to E.O. 13413, as amended by E.O. 13671;  To have materially assisted, sponsored, or provided financial, material, logistical, or technological support for, or goods or services in support of (i) any of the activities described above, or (ii) any person whose property and interests in property are blocked pursuant to E.O. 13413, as amended by E.O. 13671; or 





















	Conclusion 
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