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I chose to start with Denmark because it was voted one of the happiest places in the world to live. I wanted to know why it was such a happy place.  I hope you enjoy learning about Denmark in this book.

I want to thank my Mother Jane Pedrazzoli, for coloring all the drawings in this book so they can brighten up the pages.
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Copyright fuels creativity. Thank you for buying an authorized edition of this book and complying with the copyright laws by not reproducing, scanning, or distributing any part of this book in any form without permission. To contact the author for permission email pedrazzolij@yahoo.com.

Published by Jamie Pedrazzoli

All rights reserved.

The names in this book are used fictitiously and any resemblance of persons is coincidental. The facts in this book are based on information provided by the author.

In this story, you will meet two children from Denmark who live in different areas of the country.  You will learn a lot of things you did not know and perhaps some things you already did. Look for similarities in traditions and customs from the Danish culture and compare them to your own. As you read this book, keep in mind that Denmark was voted one of the happiest places on earth to live. See if you can figure out why this may be.

I did my best to demonstrate the Danish words' pronunciation in (parentheses) throughout the book. They were pronounced by authentic speakers; however, my English ears may not have heard the correct sounds.
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Denmark
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Meet Karen and Freja.
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Hej, (hey) or Hello.

My name is Karen Hanssen and this is my sister Freja. I am going to tell you about my country.  Velkommen, (Vel-come-in) or Welcome, I am from Denmark.

My country is officially called the Kingdom of Denmark.  It is in Northern Europe in an area known as Scandinavia. Denmark also consists of the Faroe Islands and Greenland.

Below my country is Germany and to the right is Sweden. Denmark is made up of over four hundred islands and is surrounded by the Norwegian and Baltic Sea.

Our money is called the Danish Krone. I usually get about 20 DKK which equals USD 4, for my weekly allowance. Do you get an allowance for doing chores?

The National bird is the Mute Swan.
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The land here is low and flat and the coasts are lined with sandy beaches. The islands have rich soil that is good for planting. The Western Coast is not very populated because of the winds and sand dunes. Zealand is the most populated of Denmark’s Islands.

Our climate is mild, which means our winters are not too cold and our summers are not too warm. The surrounding seas and western winds play a part in our temperature.

Winters can be wet and average 32 degrees Fahrenheit or 0 degrees Celsius. In the summer the average temperature is 61 degrees Fahrenheit or 16 degrees Celsius.

What do you think? Is the weather mild compared to your climate? Is it too hot or too cold for you?

During June, July, and August the days are long and the sky stays bright late into the night and brightens early in the morning.
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Here is a map of what my country looks like. The flag is called the Danneborg, or Danish Cloth. 

The Flag of Denmark holds the record for the oldest national flag that is still used today. 

It is red and white. The red represents the battle and bloodshed of our history, the white cross represents our Christian Heritage and the holy cause of why the blood was shed.
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Here is what our flag looks like.

The capital of Denmark is Copenhagen, and this is where I live with my sister Freja. Ten percent of the country’s population lives here. There is an estimated population of 5.8 million in the entire county (2022 report).

Our population consists of Danish, Inuit, and Faroese.  The Faroese are descended from the Ancient Vikings!
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This is what Copenhagen looks like. Do you like colorful buildings?
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Copenhagen is known for Tivoli gardens, which is not only a garden but also a theme park! I enjoy going here with my family. 

There is also a statue here of the little mermaid that many people come to see. It is made from Bronze Metal.
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My father usually takes us to school on a bicycle cart.  Most people in Denmark walk or ride bikes in the city. We do not like harming the environment so we try not to drive cars very much.  

Some buses and trains get people where they need to go. Bridges join most of the islands and we have ferry boats that go back and forth.
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An average school day is from 8 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. Sometimes we stay in aftercare if our parents are working late.

We have about 19 students in our class and we go Monday through Friday. Fridays are my favorite because they are mostly play days. My average bedtime on a school night is 8 P.M. When do you go to bed?

In Denmark we strongly believe in Hygge, (who- gah) which translates to something that means contentment or well-being. It is the absence of anything annoying or emotionally overwhelming. It is shutting out the world around you and accepting the pleasure of comforting things.  

We talk about ‘Hygge’ when it comes to family. Families are close and spend a lot of time together. We are brought up well-mannered, responsible, and very independent. Most children live with their parents until they reach their mid-20s.

I like to watch the theater, make crafts, listen to opera, and dance. What do you like to do?

Families share pastimes here like walking, cycling, hunting, and fishing. We like to visit beaches, palaces, castles, and museums.  

As a family, we play card games, watch television, and read.
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I want to tell you about some other things to do and see in Denmark.  There is a huge music festival called Roskilde (Ros-kil-ay) Festival.  It goes on for four days in the summer. It is usually held the last weekend of June or the first weekend of July. There are over 150 bands and it is the largest of its kind in Europe. Some famous singers like Bob Dylan and Lou Reed have sung there.

The Royal Danish Ballet was founded in 1748 and has a troupe of nearly 100 dancers! This is very popular to go and see.

Copenhagen has many castles and palaces to see.
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The Christiansborg Palace is the house of the Danish Parliament, the Prime Minister’s Office, and the Supreme Court. There are also rooms here for the royal family.
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The Rosenborg Castle has a beautiful king’s garden and is the most popular place to visit in Copenhagen. There is a statue of the famous Hans Christian Anderson here.

Who was he? He wrote The Ugly Duckling, The Little Mermaid, and many more stories you may know. In the summer they hold a puppet show here for children and it is a special place for people who like to come to sunbathe.

Amalienborg is the home to the Royal Danish Family and is found here in the capital city.
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The Grundtvig Church is known for its unusual appearance and is the best-known church in the city.
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The Castle of Fredensborg is a little North of Copenhagen at Lake Esrum. The Royalty uses this castle for banquets; in 2004 the Royal Wedding took place here for Crown Prince Frederik and Crown Princess Mary.

Also North of Copenhagen lies the Frederiksborg Castle in Hillerød. This was built as a Royal Residence and you can go inside and see the chapel.

My favorite castle is in Vordingborg. It is a small town that I have visited a few times. This castle looks like Rapunzel’s tower!

There are so many more castles in Denmark; you will have to look them up yourselves! If I keep talking about them, we will be here all day!

Traditional Costumes vary from different regions. They were made from wool or flax yarn fabric that was dyed in different colors with vegetable dyes.

Women often wore a lace bonnet with skirts that had an apron made of silk or embroidered cloth. I will not wear the bonnet! 

This is me wearing a traditional outfit.
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My cousin Jakob is wearing a traditional men’s costume. You can see him on the next page. This outfit is made from the same materials however; men wear knee breeches made from leather with knitted stockings. They also wear a long shirt and a jacket sometimes worn with silver buttons.

The silver buttons displayed wealth. Our shoes are made of leather.
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Copenhagen is known for fashion throughout Europe. We have two major fashion weeks throughout the year. One is held in February and another in August!

Before I go, I want to share a little about my favorite holiday in Denmark.

Can you guess which one it is? 

If you guessed Jul (yool) or Christmas you are right!

The entire month of December is celebrated in Denmark. We start on December first. The streets are decorated with lights we call fairy lights. Garlands are hanging on street lamps, wreaths decorating windows, and bells hanging on doors.

Lucia (loo-che-uh) Night is named after Saint Lucia or the Saint of Light. She is celebrated on the night between the 12th and 13th of December.

Some Christmas traditions we do here are the lighting of the Advent Wreath and the Advent Calendar. 

The Advent Wreath has four candles in it and we light one every Sunday leading up to Christmas to celebrate the birth of baby Jesus. The wreath was traditionally made from Spruce twigs and decorated with red ribbons.

The Advent Calendar also called a Christmas Calendar has 24 small doors and when we open each door there is usually a small gift or piece of candy hiding inside! Sometimes kids, like my cousin Jakob, get an actual present each day! He gets 24 presents, plus more on Christmas day!

On Christmas Eve, which is December 24th, we walk to the park and feed the animals we see. We do this because it was believed that animals could talk on this one special night. We feed them so they say good things about us. It is silly but fun.
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We attend a Christmas mass at church where we sing Christmas songs to help us get into the Holiday Spirit.  Then we go home to have a large feast.

When the main celebration takes place, we decorate the tree together
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