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Prologue
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Have you ever heard of a prince who sailed the seas, loved gadgets, told jokes, and stood by a queen for over 70 years? That prince was Prince Philip! He wasn’t born in England, but he became one of the most important members of the British royal family. From his childhood in faraway lands to his exciting adventures in the navy, and from marrying Queen Elizabeth to creating programs that helped millions of young people—Prince Philip lived a life full of duty, courage, and curiosity.

This book will take you on a journey through the incredible life of a royal explorer who wasn’t afraid to get his hands dirty, speak his mind, and support the queen every step of the way. Get ready to discover the true story of the man behind the crown!
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Chapter 1: The Young Prince of Greece
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Prince Philip was born on June 10, 1921, on the Greek island of Corfu. His full name was quite a mouthful: Philippos Andreou of Greece and Denmark. Even though he later became known as a British royal, he actually started life as a prince of both Greece and Denmark. That’s because his family was part of two royal houses that were connected by bloodlines that stretched across Europe. He was born into a palace, but his early years weren’t as fancy or easy as you might think.

Philip's father was Prince Andrew of Greece and Denmark, and his mother was Princess Alice of Battenberg, who was born in the United Kingdom. They were members of royal families, but that didn’t mean life was always full of celebrations. In fact, Philip’s childhood was full of big changes and even scary moments. When he was just a baby, a revolution broke out in Greece. His family was forced to leave the country very suddenly. It was so dangerous that baby Philip was carried out of Greece in a fruit box because there was no time to get proper luggage or transportation. He and his family fled to France to start a new life in safety.

Life in exile wasn’t what most people think of when they imagine princes. Philip’s family didn’t have a castle or a throne anymore. They didn’t have riches or servants either. In France, the family lived in a small house near Paris, and they had to live simply. Prince Philip was still very young, but he quickly learned that being royal didn’t mean you were always comfortable or protected. While his parents tried to figure out what to do next, Philip spent time learning to adapt to new places and new languages. These early lessons helped him become strong and independent.

Even though he was young, Philip’s family life was already starting to fall apart. His mother, Princess Alice, struggled with mental health problems and was eventually sent to a hospital. His father moved to the south of France and didn’t stay very close to his son. That meant that Prince Philip had to rely on other people to take care of him. He was sent to live with relatives, moving between different homes in Germany and the United Kingdom. Each place was different, and each family had their own rules, but Philip learned to fit in wherever he went. These experiences taught him to be tough, smart, and able to look after himself.

Because he had no stable home, Philip spent much of his time at school. He first went to school in France, then Germany, and later to a very special school in Scotland called Gordonstoun. This school was known for being strict and challenging. Students had to wake up early, exercise in the cold, and do a lot of chores by themselves. But instead of complaining, Philip did really well there. He liked the physical training and the outdoor adventures. He became strong in body and mind and showed that he was a natural leader. At Gordonstoun, he learned important lessons about responsibility, discipline, and teamwork—skills that would help him for the rest of his life.

Even though Prince Philip was from a royal family, his childhood was filled with more struggle than most people imagine. He didn’t grow up in the same country for very long, and he didn’t have a traditional family life. But he stayed strong through all the changes. He learned how to face challenges without giving up. He also became curious about the world and began to dream of doing something important with his life. He was always moving forward, always trying to make the best of what he had.

Philip didn’t complain about the hard times. Instead, he used those moments to grow braver and wiser. He was always asking questions and trying to understand how things worked. Whether it was fixing things with his hands or solving problems with his brain, young Philip showed he had a sharp mind. He didn’t like to be lazy or waste time. He loved sports, especially sailing and cricket, and he made friends wherever he went—even if he had to leave them behind again and again.

His royal title meant he was born into a family of kings and queens, but it didn’t mean he had a safe or easy life. He learned early that life could be unpredictable and sometimes even unfair. But instead of feeling sorry for himself, he became someone who could take care of others. He stood tall even when things got tough. That’s what made young Prince Philip so special—he was a royal, but more importantly, he was a fighter, a learner, and a leader in the making.

By the time he was a teenager, Philip had already lived in many countries, spoken different languages, survived family troubles, and gone through more change than most kids do in a lifetime. These early years shaped him into someone strong, determined, and full of character. He was still just a boy, but you could already see the courage and leadership that would one day help him become one of the most respected members of the British royal family.
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Chapter 2: Life at Boarding School
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When Prince Philip was still quite young, he was sent off to boarding school, a place where students live and learn away from home. For some kids, boarding school might sound like a grand adventure, but for Philip, it was a mix of challenges, lessons, and experiences that would help shape him into the strong and determined person he would later become. Because his family had been scattered and troubled, going to school gave Philip something he really needed—structure, discipline, and a place to grow.

One of the first boarding schools Prince Philip attended was in Germany, run by his sister and her husband. While he was there, he got a taste of a strict academic life, but things changed quickly in Europe due to politics. It was the time when Adolf Hitler and the Nazis were gaining power, and Philip’s family did not want him to be influenced by that environment. So, he was moved again, this time to a new and very different kind of school in Scotland called Gordonstoun. This school would become one of the most important places in Philip’s young life.

Gordonstoun was not like ordinary schools. It was created by a man named Kurt Hahn, who believed that kids should be prepared not just with books and knowledge but also with strong character and survival skills. That meant life at Gordonstoun was tough—on purpose. Students had to get up very early in the morning, even in winter, and take cold showers. They had to clean their rooms, make their beds perfectly, and take care of their clothes and belongings. They were taught how to live simply, be independent, and work hard.

At first, many students found these routines difficult. After all, not every kid enjoys waking up before the sun rises and running around in the freezing cold! But Prince Philip didn’t complain. In fact, he enjoyed the physical training and the feeling of being pushed to do his best. He liked the school’s motto, which was all about courage, responsibility, and effort. While other boys might have missed the comforts of home, Philip had already learned not to rely on comfort. Instead, he focused on learning everything he could and becoming stronger inside and out.

Gordonstoun also had outdoor adventures, like sailing and hiking, that helped students learn about leadership and teamwork. Philip took part in many of these activities and became known for being tough, quick-thinking, and brave. He didn’t try to show off, but his natural leadership stood out. He was chosen to be a guardian, or head boy, at the school, which meant that teachers and students trusted him to guide others. He led by example, showing others how to stay calm in tough situations and to never give up, no matter how cold or tired they felt.

Although the school was demanding, it also gave Prince Philip a sense of home and purpose. Since he didn’t have a stable family life
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