

    
        
          Treasures in Heaven: A Guide to Biblical Giving

        

        
        
          Aaron Crawford

        

        
          Published by Aaron Crawford, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      TREASURES IN HEAVEN: A GUIDE TO BIBLICAL GIVING

    

    
      First edition. November 25, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Aaron Crawford.

    

    
    
      Written by Aaron Crawford.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Preface

Introduction

Chapter 1: The Foundation of Biblical Giving

Chapter 2: What We Give

Chapter 3: God’s Commands Concerning Giving

Chapter 4: The Blessings of Giving

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Preface

[image: ]


The principles of biblical giving go far beyond the exchange of money; they reveal the condition of the heart and the depth of our relationship with God. From the earliest examples of faithful giving in the Old Testament to the New Testament calls for cheerful generosity, Scripture emphasizes that giving is both an act of worship and a step of faith. This book is written to guide believers in understanding the spiritual, practical, and joyful dimensions of giving, helping them see how their resources—time, talents, and treasure—can be used to honor God and advance His kingdom. Every chapter is grounded in Scripture, offering insight, encouragement, and practical application for living a life marked by generosity.

Giving is ultimately a reflection of gratitude for God’s abundant blessings. As we explore the principles of tithing, freewill offerings, and sacrificial giving, this book seeks to inspire hearts to give with joy, sincerity, and faith. Whether you are new to the concept of biblical stewardship or seeking to grow in faithful generosity, these pages will challenge and encourage you to give not out of obligation, but as a response to God’s love and provision. May this book deepen your understanding of God’s design for giving and cultivate a heart that delights in blessing others as He has blessed you.
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Biblical giving reaches far deeper than the simple act of placing money into an offering plate. It is an expression of worship that rises from a heart devoted to the Lord. When believers give, they are acknowledging that God alone is the source of every blessing they enjoy. Giving, therefore, is not merely about generosity but about honoring the God who first gave all things to us.

Scripture makes it abundantly clear that everything we possess ultimately belongs to God. The psalmist declared that God owns “the cattle upon a thousand hills,” reminding us that our resources are not truly ours, but His. This truth reshapes how we view our finances, time, talents, and opportunities. When believers understand God’s ownership, giving becomes a joyful act of stewardship rather than a reluctant obligation.

The story of Abraham tithing long before the Mosaic law highlights giving as a timeless act of honoring God. Abraham did not give because of a legal requirement; he gave because he recognized God’s greatness and faithfulness. His example shows that giving flows from a heart that trusts God’s promises. The origin of biblical giving, therefore, is rooted in worship, not legalism.

In the New Testament, the emphasis shifts from required amounts to the posture of the heart. Paul teaches that God loves a cheerful giver, highlighting that the spirit in which we give matters more than the exact percentage. This does not diminish the value of the tithe but rather elevates the heart behind it. Giving becomes a matter of spiritual maturity and personal devotion to the Lord.

Biblical giving also reveals our priorities. Jesus taught that “where your treasure is, there will your heart be also,” connecting our giving with the deepest affections of our soul. Our financial habits reveal what we value and trust most. When we give faithfully, we are demonstrating that our hope is in God, not in earthly possessions.

Giving is also an act of worship because it reflects our love for God. Just as singing praises or praying demonstrates devotion, so does offering our resources for God’s work. Our checkbook often tells the true story of our spiritual commitments. When we give sacrificially, we are declaring that God is worthy of our best.

Before we give financially, God calls us to give ourselves first. The believers in Macedonia “first gave their own selves to the Lord,” showing that true generosity begins with surrender. A heart fully yielded to Christ finds joy in supporting His work. This inward devotion fuels outward generosity in every area of life.

Biblical giving extends beyond finances to include our time, talents, and energy. God desires that we serve Him with the complete offering of our lives. When our hands, minds, and abilities are surrendered to Him, financial giving becomes only one part of a larger picture of obedience. This holistic view of giving strengthens the body of Christ and advances the gospel.

God promises to supply every need of His children as they give by faith. He invites believers to trust Him fully, even when giving requires sacrifice. A cheerful giver understands that God’s provision never fails and His blessings are abundant. Through obedience, believers experience the joy of participating in God’s work while depending on His faithful care.

Ultimately, biblical giving is a matter of love, faith, and worship. It is a joyful response to the overwhelming grace God has poured into our lives. When believers give freely, sincerely, and gratefully, they reflect the heart of their heavenly Father. Understanding biblical giving prepares us to approach generosity not as a burden, but as a beautiful privilege designed to glorify God.
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​Giving Before the Law

Abraham’s act of giving in Genesis 14 revealed a heart moved by gratitude and reverence toward God. When he encountered Melchizedek, king of Salem and priest of the most high God, Abraham gave him tithes of all as a spontaneous act of worship. This moment happened centuries before the law of Moses was ever delivered. Because of that, Abraham's gift cannot be tied to legalism but only to love, faith, and honor. His example teaches believers that true giving begins in the heart long before any command is issued.

When Abraham gave willingly, he demonstrated that giving is rooted in recognizing God’s hand of blessing. Genesis 14:19 records Melchizedek blessing Abraham and identifying God as the One “which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand.” Abraham understood that his victory came from God, not human strength. Giving was Abraham’s way of acknowledging divine help. Believers today can learn from him that giving is a natural response to God’s goodness.

The absence of a legal requirement in Abraham’s time highlights the purity of his offering. No one commanded him, pressured him, or set a percentage for him to follow. Instead, his giving flowed from a heart aligned with God’s purposes. This demonstrates that genuine giving arises not from external demands but inward devotion. Abraham’s tithe becomes a model for grace-based generosity.

Melchizedek’s priestly identity further elevates the significance of Abraham’s tithe. Hebrews 7:1–2 later explains that Melchizedek was both a king and a priest, a type of Christ in His dual roles. Abraham recognized his spiritual authority and honored God through him. Giving to Melchizedek was ultimately giving to God Himself. This reinforces that biblical giving is directed toward God through His appointed servants.

Abraham’s giving was also an act of faith. Hebrews 11:8 states that Abraham followed God “not knowing whither he went.” His whole life was a journey of trusting God for guidance, provision, and protection. Because giving requires dependence on God, Abraham’s tithe fits perfectly within his life of faith. Believers are likewise invited to give from hearts that trust God’s faithful care.

The early example of tithing in Scripture shows that giving predates religious systems. Before there was a temple or priesthood, Abraham honored God with his substance. This implies that giving is woven into the fabric of devotion itself. Worship without giving is incomplete, for giving naturally flows from love. Abraham’s life illustrates that giving is fundamental to walking with God.

Abraham’s tithe also established a pattern that continued in later generations. Jacob, Abraham’s grandson, vowed in Genesis 28:22 that he would give a tenth of all God gave him. Both patriarchs linked giving with God’s blessings. Their offerings resulted not from obligation but from gratitude. This continued pattern shows that giving was always intended to be relational rather than ritualistic.

The meeting between Abraham and Melchizedek reveals the spiritual nature of giving. Melchizedek brought bread and wine, symbolizing fellowship and blessing. Abraham responded with worship expressed through giving. The exchange shows giving as part of spiritual communion with God. Believers today still give as an expression of their relationship with Him.

Giving before the law also shows that generosity reflects God’s character. God Himself is a giver, providing creation, life, and redemption. When believers give, they mirror His nature. Abraham’s giving aligned his heart with the heart of God. This makes giving not just an act of worship but a reflection of divine identity.

Abraham’s tithe stands as a testimony that giving honors God’s greatness. Melchizedek declared God to be “possessor of heaven and earth” (Genesis 14:19). Abraham’s offering recognized that truth. He gave because he served a great God who deserved honor. When believers understand God’s greatness, giving becomes a joyful response.

Abraham’s interaction with the king of Sodom further highlights his faithfulness. He refused to take the spoils offered by Sodom, saying he would not let any man say, “I have made Abram rich” (Genesis 14:23). His loyalty was to God alone. This purity of devotion shaped his giving. Giving is best when motives remain deeply rooted in honoring God alone.

Through Abraham’s story, we learn that giving sanctifies material possessions. Abraham had wealth, yet his heart was not attached to it. He saw possessions as tools for honoring God rather than ends in themselves. Giving helps believers maintain that perspective today. It keeps the heart free from the snare of materialism.

Abraham’s example teaches


















​God Owns Everything
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