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    To the curious, the seekers, and the dreamers—those who dare to look beyond the ordinary and question what lies unseen.


    



  	
        
            
            "The world we see is only a shadow of what exists. Those who look beyond the veil will never be the same."— Unknown Observer
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A Short Novel



​Chapter One – The Bus Stop

MARA ELLISON FOUND the sunglasses at 8:17 on a Tuesday morning.

She knew the time because she had checked it three times. Once when she left her apartment, once when she realized she had forgotten her badge and had to run back upstairs, and once when she saw the bus pulling away at the end of the street.

8:17. Late, but not ruined-late.

The sunglasses were sitting on the metal bench at the bus stop, folded neatly as if someone had placed them there deliberately. Mara almost didn’t notice them. She was thinking about the email she hadn’t answered and whether she had left the stove on. Her brain ran in anxious loops most mornings—it helped her feel prepared.

She only saw the glasses because the light hit the lenses strangely. Not a glare. Not a reflection. The glass seemed to swallow the light instead of bouncing it back.

She hesitated.

They didn’t look expensive. Simple black frames. Dark lenses. Slightly oversized—the kind sold at gas stations for twelve dollars.

Still, something about them felt deliberate.

Mara glanced around. No one else was at the stop. Just wind pushing old receipts across the sidewalk and a traffic light blinking red for no one.

“Not my problem,” she muttered.

She sat down at the far end of the bench. The sunglasses stayed between them. Thirty seconds passed before she picked them up.

They were warm. Not sun-warm. Hand-warm. Her stomach tightened.

“Okay,” she whispered.

The
























​Chapter Two – The Woman in the Navy Coat















​Chapter Three – Calibration









​Chapter Four – The Watchers Approach







​Chapter Five – First Contact








​Chapter Six – The Choice and Aftermath
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