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"I love Christ. I do not love your Church." 

— Mahatma Gandhi 
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This essay is written not to offend, but to awaken hearts.

It speaks to those who love God but feel disillusioned by the walls of religion. It is not an attack on the church, but a reminder that the true Church is not a building, a denomination, or a system of rituals — it is the living Body of Christ within those who know and follow Him. Many today have grown weary of religious institutions that have lost their spiritual fire. They go through the motions of worship while the presence of the Holy Spirit is absent. This essay is a call to return — not to religion, but to a personal, intimate relationship with Jesus Christ, the only One who can save, heal, and transform a soul. 

The Illusion of Belonging

To “belong” to a church often gives people a sense of comfort, identity, and acceptance. They say, “I belong to this church”

or “I am a member of that congregation.” Yet, belonging to a church does not automatically mean belonging to Christ.

Many people find security in attendance, but their hearts remain distant from the One they claim to worship.

Jesus said in Matthew 15:8, “These people honour Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me.” *

This warning pierces through time, reminding us that faith is not about the outer shell of religion, but the inner surrender of the heart.

There is an illusion that membership equals salvation — that being part of a church family guarantees a place in heaven. But salvation cannot be bought with tithes or secured through attendance.

It is a covenant sealed by faith in Christ alone, not through 

man-made affiliation.

True belonging begins when the heart recognises its desperate need for God — when one kneels before the cross, not the pulpit, and confesses, “Lord, I am Yours.”
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The Heart of True Faith

True faith is not measured by how often one sits in a pew, but by how one lives in obedience to God’s Word. Faith begins when the heart listens to the whisper of the Holy Spirit, not the echo of tradition.

Hebrews 11:6 reminds us, “Without faith it is impossible to please God.” Faith is not passive belief; it is living trust. It is the kind that walks with God in quiet devotion, when no one is watching, and believes in His promises when everything else seems lost.

The heart of true faith is relationship — a daily walk, a conversation between Creator and creation. Jesus did not come to establish denominations; He came to reconcile us to the Father. 

The moment we are born again, we become part of a greater body — the invisible, eternal Church of Christ.

This Church is not divided by walls or names. 

Politics, scandals, or false teachings cannot destroy it.

It exists wherever a soul cries out, “Lord, save me.”

When Religion Replaces Relationship

Religion has its place, but when it becomes the substitute for relationship, it becomes dangerous. Many attend church faithfully but leave spiritually empty because the focus is no longer Christ but ceremony, hierarchy, and self-promotion.

In Revelation 3:1, Jesus warns the church in Sardis: *“You have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.”* How many modern churches fit this description — full of music, movement, and words, yet lacking the fire of the Spirit?

A true relationship with God cannot survive in the shadow of religion. It requires honesty, humility, and repentance. It cannot coexist with pride, performance, or manipulation.

Religion often tells you what to believe, but relationship transforms you from within. Religion can deceive, but relationship delivers. The more one walks with Christ, the less one depends on the applause of men and the more one seeks the approval of God.

Christ’s Call to Follow Him

When Jesus called His disciples, He did not say, “Follow the church.” He said, “Follow Me.” (Matthew 4:19)

Those words are as alive today as they were two thousand years ago. To follow Christ is to leave behind comfort, reputation, and sometimes, even community — because truth always divides light from darkness.

Jesus was often rejected by the very religious institutions that claimed to represent God. He healed on the Sabbath, ate with sinners, and exposed hypocrisy in the temple. The priests saw Him as a threat because He revealed what religion had hidden — that God desires mercy, not sacrifice (Hosea 6:6).

To follow Christ means to walk in love, even when misunderstood. It means carrying the cross daily, dying to self, and living for the
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