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Foreword

After the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, His apostles went out in power to preach the true Gospel of the coming Kingdom of God. One crucial aspect of that Gospel was the essential acceptance of Jesus as our Savior.                                                         

What does it mean to accept Christ? This book opens one of the many aspects of what that acceptance entails. It is not in vain that we have the Old Testament scriptures included in our Bibles! The whole Bible is required to understand the full Gospel message. The original apostles were well equipped to preach the entire message using Old Testament Scriptures. This was what the apostle Paul did.


"23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening."

(Acts 28:23, KJV)  



This book endeavors to expand on the initial concept of accepting Christ. It shows one aspect of that acceptance. There is much more to this requirement for salvation, and it will be dealt with in subsequent books. Therefore, what is discussed here is by no means the complete story. This is however a start. For those that are serious about salvation, it is imperative to study and become thoroughly acquainted with the full implications of what it means to accept Jesus Christ as our personal Savior. 

Prelude

The following fictitious story will help to put the reader in the right frame of mind to grasp the truth of the sin Sacrifice. 

The owner of a growing business had many children. He desired to build an empire for his children. The way to do this was to educate his children into the finer skills of the business. One of the primary duties would be to travel far and wide to establish and manage new opportunities in outlying areas. To do this, the children would have to learn to travel far and fast on speedways, to cope with business demands.

The father decided that he would give these children expensive executive cars. Not only would they be able to travel fast on superhighways, it would also provide them with credibility in the business world. 

But these are powerful machines that can kill in the hands of immature, undisciplined and inexperienced people. So he decided to start them off on slower town cars. Some children took up the challenge, but some didn’t take it seriously enough. Some demanded executive cars from the beginning! They ended up without any cars. The father knew better than to spoil them and allow them to self-destruct. There were many attitude problems. Selfishness, egotism, and other issues grew between the children. One of the issues was that they were upset with the dad's decision that the oldest brother would take over as head of the empire. After seeing the obedient ones appearing to learn the law of the road, the father had some hope for them, but to his dismay, they still caused accidents. They again transgressed occasionally. This could be deadly! Somehow he had to do something that would result in total and permanent obedience, complete discipline, and a total loving and caring attitude, without hate and revenge. 

One day one of the sons was refused a date by his girlfriend. In his anger and spurred on by his hurt ego, he skipped a stop sign and crashed into another car. This was extremely disappointing. The father could never trust them with these executive cars, let alone his business. Sooner or later, they would self-destruct. How could he rid them permanently of these human flaws? He decided on an incredibly brave and heartrending exercise. He would arrange to put these children under pressure. Then when they break the law skipping a stop sign, their oldest brother would cross the intersection at that moment, having the right of way, in perfect obedience, on a motorbike. This required an incredible amount of love and dedication on the part of the eldest son to offer himself in such a sacrifice!

The day when all this happened, the children in the small runabout were enraged again because they were not invited to a party. Their friends went and with other partners. In their rage, they worked up each other's anger, writhing in their hurt egos. The driver at that time was fuming, and skipped the stop sign on the way home, as has happened before. They crashed into their oldest brother on his motorbike, flinging him through the air, and off the road. When they came to their senses, they realized that it was their oldest brother! They were all frozen with shock in their car! They could not believe what they had just done! One of them went to look at the elder brother, lying in the field. He was hurt very badly, crying in pain, and probably dying. They phoned for the ambulance, and initially could not phone the dad, but he knew what had happened. 

That night the children were in a state of shock. They mourned their deeds, and in particular, the attitudes they had. They died that night emotionally, having apparently killed their brother. They would finally be prepared to be the least and to give love rather than to demand it. This would manifest itself in perfect love and obedience, no matter the circumstances. They had in fact crashed their bloated egos. They would in future be willing to consider others first in fairness, before seeking their own interests, in selfishness.

The oldest brother, fortunately, did not die. The father had an ambulance ready and waiting for the accident to happen, and the paramedics were able to save the eldest son.  He fully recovered. 

A few months later, the dad arranged a function. That night the older brother came home, and the children had to face the brother they almost killed in their selfish rage. The dad knew that they will never disobey the rules of the road again, as the hurt and possible death of their oldest brother at their hands would always be uppermost in their minds and heart. Furthermore, by understanding the amount of love the elder brother has for them and to what lengths he would go to help them, they would not mind for him to become the head of the empire. 

They would be reminded of this annually on the anniversary of the accident. If ever there would be and an inkling of rebelliousness against the law or their eldest brother who became head of the empire, they would simply remind themselves or be reminded of what they had done to him, and what he was willing to suffer for them so that they could repent of their attitudes and bad habits.

In the years that followed, they overcame their human nature by reflecting on the dreaded events of the accident. This empowered them always to obey the law, even under pressure, for their love was now complete, and they overcame their selfishness by considering their eldest brother's selflessness. They proved that they would always drive with others in mind and never cause an accident again.

The day finally came when the father would appoint the oldest son as head of his empire. At the banquet, the father also gave the other proven children their executive cars, and they felt like crying again at the feet of their oldest brother, who helped them to overcome their selfishness. Thanks to him, they matured. Now they could be trusted with these powerful machines, and the dad could safely see his empire expanded, knowing that they would never doubt the eldest son’s love for them. 

Most people will find this story unbelievable. No older brother will ever be willing to sacrifice his life so that his younger brothers and sisters can face the result of their transgressions and attitudes in his mutilation. Yet this most unlikely story is true! 

​1​ Introduction to the Father

God the Father created the earth for a purpose. He wanted it to be inhabited by a growing family, His family. He planted a garden for them to exist in, to live from its fruit, and to enjoy the beauty of paradise. His first earthly son and daughter would also be husband and wife, and produce physical children in an ever-growing family, expanding paradise to fill the earth eventually. They would develop civilizations according to His plans, that would facilitate maximum utilization of His creation to their benefit, and they would live in joy and happiness. The Father had great plans.


"18 For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else."

(Isaiah 45:18, KJV)



God formed the earth to be inhabited by loving sons and daughters. They were supposed to build paradise. 

But His very first earthly son decided to go against his Father's wishes. He and his wife would follow their ideas, born from their own limited experience and viewpoints, following their selfish inclinations, making decisions that favor their immediate shortsighted wishes. They would not take into account God's supreme purposes. 

God gave instructions to Adam, but he would fail to keep the rules from the beginning. In the Garden of Eden, God gave them instructions.


"16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die."

(Genesis 2:16-17, KJV)



God the Father could see thousands of years into the future and knew the final result of disobedience to His rules. Those rules would protect His creation and purpose. Violations would lead to self-destruction. 

Out of love for His first earthly children, He gave the command, but Adam and Eve would not listen. They would disregard the rules. Satan also spoke with Adam and Eve, and presented alternatives to them, opposing the Father!


"Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. "

(Genesis 3:1-8, KJV)



The Father's first earthly children gave in to Satan’s temptation. They disobeyed, and followed their selfish ways, hiding their true motives. Our first parents and their offspring became rather selfish. This selfish way would have adverse effects. We can see the result in what happened between their first children, Cain and Abel. Notice how the relationship between them deteriorated.


"3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. 4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. 6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? 7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. 8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him."

(Genesis 4:3-8, KJV)



Mankind’s ways led to self-destruction, even premature death. God the Father knew what He was talking about. He knew better and did not raise a mere rumor when He said that mankind would die when they act in defiance of Him. The history of mankind bears witness to the inhumane treatment of his kind. Many people over the world throughout the millennia have wondered which is better: to suffer mankind's self-destructive selfish ways or natural death before the tribulation? Even today, people commit suicide, for life among human beings becomes unbearable for some!

Speaking of a future time, God through Christ prophesied concerning the terrible situations that mankind would develop for itself:


"6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them."

(Revelation 9:6, KJV)



In many ways, in many places, many people through the ages have felt this way, even today. This is a terrible way to live. How did it get this bad? It is all due to actions in defiance of a loving Father. Why are we doing this? We will deal with this later, but it is clear that this defiance started from the beginning, and so also the incidence of death.


"12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:"

(Romans 5:12, KJV)



Will the Father allow mankind to self-destruct? Will He allow the final war to occur and blaze forth to annihilate life from the earth? No. He has a plan. It will become clear as we continue.

Why did the first earthly children, Adam and Eve, decide to follow their selfish ways? The snake in the garden, also known as Satan, misled him. A prior rebellion predated this rebellion of mankind. The decision to create mankind on earth was made in part to prove a previous heavenly rebellion as wrong and in total error. An angelic rebellion eclipsed the earthly revolution. The conversion and saving of mankind will also be followed by the rectification of heavenly things, as we will see later.

Let's investigate the heavenly rebellion, and why Satan became the snake in the Garden of Eden and managed to mislead Adam and Eve.
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​Introducing the heavenly children
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In the distant past, perhaps millions of years ago, even before the creation of the earth, God created the heavenly host or angels. The Bible mentioned them as angels, cherubs, and also stars. The word Angel denotes their function as messengers, and stars as reflecting God's way of life, His Will and Law. All was well until a very senior angel conceived of the possibility to be different, to do things his way, to act in defiance of God. Just like the worker that decided to introduce alterations of his fancy in the manufacturing of products, in defiance of the clear instructions of the head design engineer, this angel came up with his way of life, in defiance of the intended design. In so doing, he elevated himself to the level of head designer, opening the way for others to also experiment with their alternatives in an ill-disciplined and eventual chaotic way. Everyone was acting in defiance of his master. This seemed exciting at first, to break free from the discipline of the original design, to liberate and elevate the self. Initially, it sounded exciting, but the results were disastrous.

––––––––
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Satan, also known as the dragon, enticed a third of the angels into his rebellion and disobedience. Speaking of a prior even that happened long ago, John wrote the following:


"And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth:"

(Revelation 12:3-4, KJV)



A third of the angels followed Satan into rebellion. Christ also mentioned this when He walked on the earth:


"18 And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven."

(Luke 10:18, KJV)



What caused this to happen? Let's look at a clear description. Speaking of Satan being the spiritual motivator of the leadership of a particular earthly kingdom, Ezekiel said the following:


"12 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. 14 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. 16 By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as
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