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This book is designed to improve your score on the IELTS exam, particularly the speaking section. One of the keys to higher band scores is a wide vocabulary range and this book will help you achieve that.

This collection consists of three books: 


−  Phrasal Verbs for IELTS Speaking

−  Idioms for IELTS

−  Collocations for IELTS (a collocation is a group of words that occur together frequently). 


Good luck on your exam! Please get in touch if I can offer you any assistance. Jackie Bolen: jb.business.online@gmail.com.
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to every level and type of student. I've taught every age from kindergarten kids to adults. Most of my time has centered around teaching at two universities: five years at a science and engineering school in Cheonan, and four years at a major university in Busan where I taught upper-level classes for students majoring in English. In my spare time, you can usually find me outside surfing, biking, hiking, or snowshoeing. I now live in Vancouver, Canada.

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I completed both the Cambridge CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of almost ten years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer advice to English learners. 

I truly hope that you find this book useful. I would love it if you sent me an email with any questions or feedback that you might have.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/eslspeaking

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

You may also want to check out these other books by Jackie Bolen. It's easy to find them wherever you like to buy books.


−  English Collocations in Dialogue

−  Advanced English Conversation Dialogues

−  1001 English Expressions and Phrases
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An Introduction to the IELTS Speaking Test 

The IELTS speaking test is the same, whether you choose the general or academic version of the test. It's face-to-face with a real person, as opposed to some other English proficiency tests where you speak into a voice recorder. However, each IELTS speaking test is recorded to ensure quality control.

The test takes 11-14 minutes and consists of 3 parts: 

	Part 1: The first set consists of general questions about where you work, study or live. There will be two other question sets after that on personal topics such as clothing, holidays, food, etc. It takes 4-5 minutes and will consist of approximately 12 questions in total. 

	Part 2: Speaking for 1-2 minutes about a topic that will be given to you. You will have 1 minute of preparation time. There may be one short follow-up question.

	Part 3: A 4-5 minute discussion that goes into greater depth about the topic from part 2. The examiner has the freedom to ask follow-up questions based on your answers. The discussion will be about general ideas and not personal ones (like in part 1). Think of this section as more of a 2-way dialogue with the examiner. 


The speaking and listening portions of the test are the same, whether you choose the general or academic version of it. It's the reading and writing portions that are different. Be sure to check closely which test is required for whatever purpose you're taking the test for. The general test is usually required for immigration purposes while the academic one is most often required for college entrance. 

How is the IELTS Speaking Test Graded? 

You will be graded on four things: 

	Fluency and coherence: How quickly you speak, without pauses or repeating yourself. Is the previous thought connected to the next one and how do you finish off what you're saying? 

	Lexical resources (vocabulary): To score at the band 7 level, or above, you'll need to be able to speak about all the topics on the test with precision, as well as use things like collocations (words that occur together more often than by random chance), idioms, slang, and phrasal verbs. This book will focus on helping you with this! 

	Grammatical range and accuracy: To score at the highest levels, you'll need to be able to form a variety of simple and complex sentences accurately. The keys are to use a variety of sentence types and to make few errors. 

	Pronunciation: You'll need to be able to be understood very easily, without any effort on the part of the examiner. Plus, you'll have to emphasize the correct words within a sentence and also within a longer speaking turn. 


Tips for Scoring a Band 7-8.5

For most proficient English speakers, getting a band 7-8.5 on the IELTS speaking test is a very achievable goal. Here are a few tips for getting there!

	One of the keys is striking a balance between giving enough detail in your answers to develop topics fully and not talking too much. The examiner has a prescribed set of questions that they need to get through within a strict time limit. Pause when you're done with your thought. The examiner will ask another question. 

	Don't feel the need to keep talking, and talking, and talking, and talking. This is not how this test works and you will not get a higher score just because you can talk endlessly. This can hurt you if you begin to repeat yourself. 

	Don't repeat yourself but do connect the things you say in an organized way with the use of discourse markers: as I previously mentioned, firstly, after that, finally, etc.

	Being able to paraphrase and summarize things is quite important for the test. Aim for a balance between giving some details and also giving a summary or overview of things. 

	Do NOT attempt to memorize anything for this test. You will get penalized very heavily for this and it is a waste of time. There are so many questions each year that even if you were to find out some of them, it's impossible to memorize that many answers. 

	Use idioms, phrasal verbs, slang (appropriate!), collocations, etc. Not using idiomatic language will make it difficult to score above a Band 6. 

	Aim to use precise words to describe something, instead of words like “thing, stuff, like that.” This shows that you don't have a large vocabulary, or can't access it when needed. Avoid filler words that don't have any meaning. 

	It's easy to repeat words as a kind of filler (the author of this book says, “like” way too much!) when speaking. However, this should be avoided. Look on Google for some sample IELTS speaking test questions and then record yourself answering them to see if there are words that you use too often. Like is the most common one of these kinds of words but there are lots more. 

	Use a mix of complex and simple sentences. Even if you use simple sentences perfectly, it will make it difficult to score above a Band 5. 

	Finish your thoughts in an appropriate way. Ending most sentences with: like that, that's why, that's it, or something similar will make it difficult to score above a band 6. 

	Show your personality. Emphasize key things in what you're saying and don't be scared to show your opinion about something. The examiner is only grading you on your English ability, not on your opinions about a topic. 

	Using humour or telling a (short!) funny story about something is great. It's a nice way to show that you know English quite well if you're able to do this. 

	For part 3, don't get personal. This section is designed to test your ability to talk about general ideas and thoughts which is more difficult to do than talking about personal things. This is the section where candidates can set themselves apart and have a chance to use higher-level vocabulary and grammatical constructions. 


How Difficult is it to Score Band 9? 

It's quite difficult (though not impossible) for non-native English speakers to achieve a band 9 on the IELTS speaking test. Some people have been learning English as a second language (most Europeans for example) since they were young children and they also have a first language that is similar to English. For these people, it may be achievable. 

Or, some people moved to an English-speaking country when they were young who may be able to get this score. Or, those who did a large part of their education in English.

However, being a native English speaker doesn't automatically mean that you'll be able to get a 9. It's not that easy to do! To do that, you'll also need to do the following: 


−  Develop topics fully and at length.

−  Connect thoughts, without repetition. 

−  Only have pauses that are related to forming an opinion about something and not searching for a word (no pauses in the middle of sentences).

−  Use a large range of very precise language, including things like idioms.

−  Speak fluently, essentially without grammatical errors. 

−  Be understood easily, without any effort on the part of the examiner. 

−  Avoid the use of filler words (this is what even native speakers may struggle with). 


The good news is that there is almost no reason why someone would need to get a 9 on this test. For educational, immigration, employment or other purposes, I don't know of any of them that would require getting a 9! So, don't worry about it. Scoring a 7 or 8 on the speaking test is a far more achievable goal and should be acceptable in almost all cases. 

How to Use this Book 

This book is designed to help you build a bigger vocabulary, more specifically phrasal verbs. If you want to score higher than a band 6, it will be necessary to use this kind of language and your examiner will be specifically listening for it. This will allow you to score in the higher bands for the lexical resources section of the scoring.

To use this book, I recommend doing one lesson per day. Do the practice exercises and try not to cheat by looking at the answers!

Use a vocabulary notebook and be sure to write down any new phrasal verbs (or other vocabulary) that you learn. Review them frequently and consider making some flashcards. Push yourself to use this new vocabulary when speaking and see if you can find them when watching English TV or movies, or reading. 

Make sure you know how to pronounce any new word that you learn. Look on YouTube or Google, “How to say _____” to find out. If you have a large vocabulary, you'll score high on this section of the test but it won't help you that much if you can't pronounce them! You'll score lower on the fourth section, pronunciation. 

This book can help you expand your vocabulary range. You might also consider extensive reading and listening as well. Find things to listen to (podcasts, movies, TV shows) or read (books, magazines, newspaper articles) that are at your level, or just slightly below. The key is to read or listen just for fun and to not have to use a dictionary all the time. This will not only help you become more familiar with English vocabulary but it'll also help you improve your grammatical accuracy as well. 

Be sure to do some practice tests (search on Google for “IELTS speaking test practice”) and record yourself to review later. Try to use the new vocabulary that you've acquired in this book. 

Turn Over

Police officers are talking about how to get a criminal to turn someone in.

Police officer #1: I think we should turn up the heat on this guy. I'm sure he'll turn over his accomplice. Or, at least help up track him down. 

Police officer #2: I think you're right. He's already told us enough to narrow down the search. I was just about to punch out but I'll stick around for a bit. 

Police officer #1: Okay, do you want to question him this time? I'll back off for now. But, don't let up too much. 

Vocabulary

Turn up: Increase.

Turn over: Give something up.

Track him down: Find him. 

Narrow down: Eliminate some possible options. 

Punch out: Finish work for the day. 

Stick around: Stay. 

Back off: Draw back. 

Let up: Reduce or lessen whatever you're doing. 

––––––––
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Practice

	Don't _____ on him, okay? He's just starting to brush his teeth without us telling him every single time.

	Let's _____ the oven. I want it to cook quickly. I'm so hungry. 

	I know you want to _____ but there are still a couple more things to do. 

	Let's _____ so we can find out why he's missed so much school.

	Please _____. I know you're trying to help but I don't want to hear it anymore.

	I'm hoping to _____ the choices online first so we don't waste so much time in the store. 

	We have to _____ the keys next Friday. 

	Let's _____ until the end and see if there's any leftover alcohol we can take home. 


Answers

	let up

	turn up

	punch out 

	track him down

	back off

	narrow down

	turn over

	stick around 


Hand It In

Jerry is talking with Athena about how her thesis is going. 

Jerry: How's your thesis going? 

Athena: I had a big break through. I'm planning to hand it in next month. 

Jerry: Wow! That's great news. It was hanging over your head for so long. What did you come up with? 

Athena: I'll spare you the boring details! But, I'm going to make for the mountains and rip up the slopes for a few days when it's done. That's the exciting news. 

Jerry: I'll have to see about sneaking in a few days myself. I heard there was a big dump of snow last week.

Vocabulary

Break through: Achieve some success at something, usually after a difficult time period.

Hand it in: Turn something in to a boss or teacher. 

Hanging over: Feeling upset or worried about something. 

Come up with: Discover; figure out. 

Spare you: Save from dealing with or hearing about. 

Make for: Go to. 

Rip up: Do a sport enthusiastically (skiing, snowboarding, skateboarding).

See about: Look into something. 

Sneaking in: Being able to do something even though you're busy; go someplace you're not supposed to go. 

Practice

	I think someone is _____ here at night. Some things are in different spots each morning.

	What did you _____? 

	I'll have to _____ that vacation request. I'm not sure what our staffing needs are yet. 

	I'm happy to _____ the hassle and just do it myself. 

	Please _____ by Friday at midnight.

	Let's _____ the slopes this weekend! There's 100 cm of fresh snow!

	He's famous for projects _____ his head for months until he finally gets them done. 

	Let's _____ the mountains! It's such a nice day.

	We just had a big _____ on that research we're doing. 


Answers

	sneaking in

	come up with 

	see about

	spare you

	hand it in 

	rip up

	hanging over

	make for 

	break through


Example IELTS Speaking Questions

Do you like your job? 

Sure, I like it. I have some great co-workers and people even stick around after work to have a beer or glass of wine. Our boss often orders us a pizza too. I think that's the sign of people who like their jobs—they don't get out of there as fast as possible!

Do you like the subject that you study?

There are certainly pros and cons to it. One of the things I don't like is how many essays I have to write. It's hard to come up with things to write about and they're always hanging over me until they're finally done. But it's the same with all humanities majors. 

Did you enjoy your childhood?

In South Korea, students have to study so much for the big exam at the end of their senior year. I'll spare you all the details and focus on the positive things instead! For example, . . . 

What do people usually do at the end of their workday? 

After punching out, most people love to grab a beer and some food with their coworkers or friends. This is especially true in the summertime because you can sit on a patio. 

Is there a lot of crime in your country?

Yes, white-collar crime is a big problem. Most politicians are corrupt and accept all kinds of kickbacks. Petty crime is a big problem too and it's common to get ripped off in stores. I wish the police would turn up the heat on these guys and crack down on it.  

Do people in your country do enough to protect the environment?

We've had some break throughs lately in terms of recycling. It's now possible to recycle glass and plastic bags in my city. However, the real issue is big businesses who pollute on a mass scale. I wish the government would do more to address this issue. 

Fall Down 

Sam and Tommy are talking about the old shed in their yard. 

Sam: Hey, you know that old shed out back that's about to fall down? I think we should clear it out and make space for a volleyball court back there. 

Tommy: Should we burn it down or knock it over? 

Sam: I'd go along with either but I do like the idea of lighting it up. We could kick back with a beer and watch! 

Tommy: Will it burn well do you think? 

Sam: I'm not sure. Maybe we could chop up the wood a bit first and find out. 

Vocabulary 

Fall down: A tree, shed, house, person, etc. collapses. 

Clear it out: Remove. 

Burn it down: Burn something until there's nothing left. 

Knock over: Make something fall by using force.

Go along with: Agree with. 

Lighting it up: Burning it. 

Kick back: Relax. 

Chop up: Use an axe or knife to make something smaller (wood, vegetables, etc.)

Find out: Discover; see the results. 

Practice

	Let's _____ what time your soccer game is.

	That room? Let's _____ and make space for a home office. 

	Please _____ these veggies and put them in the soup.

	I want them to _____ that old house. It's such an eyesore. 

	Let's _____ with a beer. I'm so tired.

	Let me know when you're _____. I'd like to see it. 

	That cake looks kind of unstable. Is it going to _____?

	This house! I wish we could just _____. It's so messy.

	I'm happy to _____ with whatever. I'm flexible. 


Answers

	find out

	clear it out

	chop up

	knock over

	kick back

	lighting it up

	fall down

	burn it down

	go along with 


Sit Down 

Kendra wants Ethan to help her with a problem with a co-worker. 

Kendra: Hey, come in and sit down. What's up? 

Ethan: I'm hoping to sort out that issue Ted and I had. 

Kendra: Sorry to cut in. But, please hold off on telling me more. I've heard enough. I've already told you guys to stay out of each others' business. 

Ethan: Okay, but he keeps putting me down. 

Kendra: Stop. I'm tired of you two telling on each other. Just stay away from each other and we'll try to arrange for you to be put on separate sides of the office. 

Vocabulary

Come in: Enter

Sit down: Have a seat in a chair or on a couch. 

Sort out: Come to an understanding about something. 

Cut in: Stop someone from talking before they were finished. 

Hold off: Wait. 

Stay out: Not go somewhere. 

Putting me down: Insulting. 

Telling on: Tattling; complaining about something someone did. 

Stay away: Not get near. 

Practice

	Please _____from your brother. He's grumpy right now. 

	Can I _____ before you say more? I already know this information. 

	Please _____ of my office until I invite you in.

	Can I ____? I'd like to talk to you about something.

	She's always _____ her brother and it's starting to get very annoying. 

	Please _____ on working overtime on this project. We don't have the budget to pay for it. 

	Would you like to _____?

	My boss keeps _____ in subtle ways. I don't know how long I can stay at that place.

	I'm hoping that we can _____ this conflict we're having. 


Answers

	stay away

	cut in 

	stay out

	come in 

	telling on

	hold off

	sit down

	putting me down

	sort out


Call Her Up

Cayla is talking to Kenny about asking out Jenny on a date. 

Cayla: So, I'm thinking about asking out Jenny. Do you remember her? She was at my Christmas party last year. 

Kenny: Oh yeah. Well, call her up and go for it! Go after what you want.

Cayla: Do you think I'll come across as too forward? Or that she'll blow me off?

Kenny: I don't think so. She already knows you! Don't chicken out. And check in with me after you do it. I want to know how it turned out. 

Vocabulary

Asking out: Inviting someone to go on a date.

Call her up: Phone her. 

Go for it: Encouraging someone to do something. 

Go after: Pursue someone or something. 

Come across: Give an impression.

Blow me off: Not pay attention to; disregard.

Chicken out: Not do something due to nervousness.

Check in: See how someone is doing. 

Turned out: Finding out the final result of something.

Practice

	That _____ terribly. I'm so disappointed.

	Why don't you _____? It's better than obsessing about it. 

	I think he's going to _____ again. I'm so tired of dealing with him. 

	Please _____ with your Mom. I think she's having a difficult time lately. 

	I don't want to _____ badly but I think I need to resign from this position. 

	You should _____. You'd do a great job as coach!

	If you want a good job, you have to _____ it. It won't just fall into your lap. 

	I'm nervous about _____ Jill. Do you think she'll say yes?

	It's okay if you _____. I know it's a big thing to do. 


Answers

	turned out

	call her up

	blow me off

	check in

	come across

	go for it

	go after 

	asking out

	chicken out


Example IELTS Speaking Questions

What do you usually do on weekends?

I usually like to kick back and relax. It's when I can finally sit down and have some me time to watch Netflix or waste time on my cellphone while cracking open a beer.

What problems does overpopulation cause? 

The world needs to sort out this problem in a big way because it comes with a host of issues. The major concern is that even with advances in technology, it gets increasingly difficult to produce enough food for everyone. The other issue is that the more people there are, the faster global warming is occurring. And that will eventually kill us all! 

What is something that annoys you?
I know it sounds like a minor thing but I have a co-worker who cuts in and tries to finish every sentence of mine. It's not just me—she does it to everybody and we've even tried talking to her about it but nothing has changed. I wish she wouldn't be so impatient and would just wait for me to finish my thought. I'm not a slow-talker either. 
What do you like to do in the evenings? 

I'll usually go along with whatever my wife wants to do. She's way more social so organizes dinners and concerts and all kinds of things with friends and family members. I like going out too but she's just way better at organizing all that stuff. 

Are you a morning person?

Definitely not! I'm a serious night owl and love to stay out late whenever I can find somebody who will do it with me. Most of my friends have 9-5 jobs or young kids so like to be home at a responsible hour, particularly during the weekdays. I don't think I could ever work at a job where I had to get up early. 

Holding Up

Andy is annoyed at Nicole for not cleaning the sink. 
















	Sorry. I _____ on that project. I'll do my best to fix it.

	He _____ his word—I was so disappointed in him. 

	He's famous for not _____ his end of the deal. Such a sketchy guy. 

	I have a feeling he's going to _____ in the end but so far, so good.

	I could _____ a cup of tea.

	The drain is _____ again. Could you please take a look at it?

	He _____ each task efficiently and under budget.

	Oh, _____. That's not what happened. 

	Please _____ all the swearing around Jamie, okay? I don't want her to hear that stuff at home. 



	messed up

	went back on

	holding up

	let me down

	do with 

	clogged up

	carried out

	come off it

	knock off



















	You can't _____! We never give up.

	He _____ on his skateboard and broke his leg. 

	My dad is in the hospital but he's going to _____.

	Can you _____ or is it permanent?

	He _____ and has no broken bones from his accident. 

	Let's _____ this house before everyone comes over!

	Let's _____ the dishwasher and see if we can figure out what's wrong. 

	I _____ my son's bicycle accidentally. He was so angry with me but I told him to put it away so many times.

	It _____ okay in the end but I have to confess that I was worried about it. 



	keep up down

	wiped out

	pull through

	wash it off

	lucked out

	straighten out

	take apart

	ran over

	turned out



















	Can you come back in a few minutes? I'd like to have a _____ first.

	I'd like to _____ all the features. 

	Are you able to _____ on price at all? It's just above my budget. 

	It's so hard to _____ my diet around Christmas.

	Can you please give me some time to _____ that? I'm not sure where I'll be next year. 

	I think you could _____ getting that game console for the kids. 

	I'm sure we could _____ to compensate you for all this extra time that you're working. 

	_____ a second. I'd like to take a closer look at the contract before I sign in. 

	I'd like to _____ this phone for a newer one, please. 



	look around

	point out

	go down

	stick to

	think about

	talk me into 

	work something out

	hang on

	trade in































	I'm starting to get _____. Something has to give.

	Why don't you _____ to school? You could get a much better job.

	Hey, you're _____. I'll make a doctor's appointment for you.

	Why are you _____ so late? You look exhausted. 

	Please _____ electronics in the mornings. I just got a call from your principal that you're always late for school.

	I hope I'm not _____ that cold that my son had. 

	I love to _____ on rainy weekends.

	My kids love to _____ with the neighbor kids after school.

	Let's _____ that meeting. I think we've already solved the issue. 



	run down

	go back

	burning up

	staying up

	stay off

	coming down with

	lie around

	monkey around with 

	call off




















	Tony! _____. You're going to be late for school.

	My teacher gets frustrated so easily and loves to _____ Matt. It's just not fair. 

	Please _____ your room before you go to school. It's a disaster.

	I want to _____ work before 8:00 tomorrow. Traffic is so bad after that. 

	Our train is at 9:30 so let's _____ at 7:30. 

	I hate _____ the day without coffee first. 

	Please _____ your computers and let's get started. 

	I want to _____ my ticket. Can I do that here?

	Stop _____ your sister! I'm so tired of it. 



	hurry up

	take it out on

	make up 

	head for

	wake up

	starting off 

	turn on

	print off

	picking on 


































	Let's _____ him about his chores, okay?

	You know that you can always _____ me, right?

	Please _____ for him. He's smaller than most of the other dogs. 

	I'd like to _____ a workout today if I can.

	Can you _____ tonight? Meet me behind the school at midnight. 

	_____. It's time to go to school.

	It's difficult to _____ when watching a soccer game. 

	My mom always _____ me when I was growing up.

	Come _____ tonight if you have time. I'd love to see you there. 



	keep on

	count on 

	look out

	get in 

	sneak out

	eat up

	tell everyone apart

	believed in 

	cheer me on




















	I think you'd get what you want if you _____ it. 

	I can certainly _____ his bad attitude. 

	Just _____ a minute! I can come up with the answer myself if you wait. 

	He should _____ for himself and not let his boss get away with that. 

	Please _____ with what you're doing. It looks great. 

	It's time for that company to _____ for all those warranty claims. 

	I think I'm _____ a cold. 

	I'd love to _____ on how much I drink but it's difficult around the holiday season. 



	asked for

	do away with/do without

	hold on 

	stand up for

	carry on 

	pay up

	coming down with

	cut back




























	I hope that I'll _____ with my new boss.

	I'm hoping that by _____ a new person, we'll be able to take all our vacation time.

	Let's _____ a lunch meeting next week. Maybe Thursday?

	Do you mind if I _____ this?

	Let's _____ those tickets. I don't think they're going to get any cheaper. 

	Let's _____ the large meeting room. I think we'll have about 30 people.

	Please _____ and take care of this for me. I'd appreciate it.

	What are you _____? I want to see it too!

	Do you think it's best to _____ gradually or quit cold turkey? 



	get along with

	bringing on

	plan on 

	sit in on

	lock in 

	set up 

	go ahead

	looking at

	cut down 



















	I think the truth is going to _____ eventually.

	Did you _____ the upcoming merger? It was so surprising! 

	Is she going to _____?

	I hope that he _____ with a nice woman and has kids.

	He _____ her so hard. They moved in together after only three months. 

	His family needs to _____. He causes them nothing but grief.

	We _____ a lot of crap from our boss. 

	I want to _____ with you this weekend.

	I'm happy that they _____ their engagement. They were always fighting. 



	come out

	hear about

	take him back

	settles down

	fell for

	cut him off

	put up with

	hang out

	broke off




















	Please _____ your jacket. It's cold out there!

	I can _____ that report before you submit it if you want. 

	The government is starting to _____ on tax evasion. 

	Please _____ Tommy from school, okay?

	Can you please just _____ your brother for a bit? I'm tired of the fighting. 

	Let's _____ his back. He's tired of hearing about it. 

	If you _____ and don't get your room clean, you'll have to stay home tonight. 

	I can't _____ with her. She has so much energy.

	Can you _____ that mess in the kitchen? 



	zip up

	look over

	crack down

	pick up

	lay off

	get off

	fool around

	keep up 

	wipe up






























	It seems like a good idea. Let me _____ it a bit more first though.

	Do you want to _____ your own snacks or should I just pack some for you?

	I'm not sure I can _____ it before I go home. I'll do it tomorrow though.

	Let's _____ work!

	Do you want to _____ the new James Bond movie with me this weekend?

	Let's _____ this old computer for Kenny instead of buying him a new one.

	I'm hoping we can _____ a lot of this stuff. I'd hate to just throw it in the trash.

	I've been _____ for too long. It's going to happen tonight!

	If you want to _____, you could start by unloading the car. 



	look into

	pick out

	get to

	get down to 

	check out

	fix up 

	give away

	putting it off

	help out



















	It's better to _____ for retirement than to be stuck without enough money later.

	Let's _____ next week and talk about this upcoming project.

	It _____ to hang out with her new puppy.

	Guess who I _____ at the grocery store?

	I want to _____ a definite delivery time. 

	I get grumpy if I can't _____ every day. 

	I'm not sure when I can _____ it. I'll have to check my schedule. 

	Let's grab a coffee and _____.



	plan ahead

	get together

	cheered me up

	bumped into

	lock down

	work out

	get around to 

	catch up



















	He always seems to _____. I wish he'd ask more questions before signing on the dotted line.

	If you car _____, please call me, okay? I'll help you.

	That is what it _____ for me: either he can do the job or he can't. 

	I don't _____ seeing people yet. I'm still so sad about losing my cat.

	His social media has _____ since he posted that viral cat video. 

	If you _____ coming to Vancouver, please give me a call.

	It's difficult to _____ enough money for a down payment on a house.

	Please don't _____ doing something I don't want to do! It always happens when we go out drinking. 

	I hate to ____, but you've been late for work these past three days. What's up?



	get ripped off

	breaks down

	comes down to

	feel up to 

	blown up

	wind up

	come up with 

	con me into 

	bring it up




























	Oh ____. The ball is coming right towards us.

	Were you _____ that account before you left last night? 

	Don't forget to _____ the lights before leaving for work. 

	If you're just going to _____, you could at least hold my tools for me. 

	Let's _____ all the appliances before going on vacation. 

	Did you _____ yet? I'm hoping we can have dinner together tonight. 

	We'll have to _____ the network. We need to do some database maintenance. 

	Please _____ all your toys before bedtime. 

	I'm hoping to _____ for a hike this weekend. 



	watch out

	logged off

	turn off

	stand around

	switch off

	wrap up

	shut down

	put away

	get out



















	I know it doesn't seem like it, but you'll _____ it.

	My coworker and I _____ so well. We're the dream team!

	I think she's been _____ her husband with Todd. 

	Maybe you and Tony are just _____. It's not a bad thing. It's natural.

	_____ wasn't the worst of it. They had to sell their house too. 

	I'm not sure I want to _____ someone. I love my alone time too much. 

	Do you think he's _____? I'm not sure. Maybe he's just busy.

	I'm wondering if he's _____ me. I just have a weird feeling about it. 

	My son never _____. I'm thinking about making him pay his own phone bill! 



	get over

	get along 

	cheating on 

	growing apart

	breaking up

	live with 

	brushing me off

	keeping things from

	calls me back






























	I think we can _____ if we put our minds to it.

	My son never wants to _____ and we fight to the death! 

	I hope we don't _____ Todd again. That guy is so loud. 

	Let's try to ____. I think it won't seem so bad in the morning.

	It's time to _____ the big dogs. The guys we have just aren't getting the job done. 

	I hope that we can _____ our project soon. I hate having to deal with this other thing.

	It _____ the fact that I just don't like working with him.

	Please take some time to _____. We need clear heads to figure this out. 

	We're going to _____ this. I know it seems difficult but we will. 


	figure this out

	back down

	run into

	calm down

	call in 

	get back to

	boils down to

	cool off

	get through 




















	Stop _____! I already know that you're good at that.

	If anyone can _____, it's you. 

	Tommy is famous for letting things _____ and then pulling all-nighters. 

	I think she's _____ quickly. I'm so happy with her progress.

	Can we please _____ us? We keep coming back to it but it's not helpful. 

	Okay, let's _____ it. We have so much to do.

	Don't _____ about what I'm going to tell you, okay?

	I need to _____ on my first aid skills for my new job. 

	I may have _____ more than I can chew. I think I need some help with this project if it's going to get done in time. 



	showing off

	pull it off

	pile up

	catching on 

	leave this behind

	get on 

	freak out

	brush up

	bit off




















	Why don't you _____ my office and we'll get that paperwork done?

	Sorry, I can't hang out. I have to _____ and pick up all the stuff for Tim's birthday.

	Please don't _____ me. I've changed since then. 

	Sorry, I can't hang out this weekend. I have to _____ my little brother. 

	If you're going to be _____ your garage, can you let me know if you have any old canning jars?

	I'd love to _____ but I'm so busy with work this week.

	I'm _____ my storage locker. I don't want to waste my money on it anymore. 

	Tim always _____ in my classes. It drives me crazy.

	I know you're _____ but hang in there until this project is done, okay? 



	drop by

	run around

	hold it against

	care for

	cleaning out

	help out

	emptying out

	dozes off

	burnt out






























	We need to _____ the scheduled time for this meeting. I have a dentist appointment after it.

	I don't want to _____ being stuck next to him at lunch.

	We're starting to _____ on this project. Let's stay late tonight and tomorrow and try to get back on track.

	Let's _____ against Tim about this decision. It's clearly the wrong one for our company. 

	My kids always get _____ with games and never clean up! 

	Let's _____ your parents and see if they'll take us out for dinner tonight. 

	Let's _____ that wine you made. I think it's ready.

	Cleaning the garage this weekend? I don't want to but let's _____.

	Let's _____ our home security system. There have been a lot of break-ins recently.



	stay within

	end up

	fall behind

	fight back 

	carried away

	hit up

	break out 

	get it over with 

	beef up




















	Don't ____. First things first.

	Did he _____ again? That guy just can't get things right. 

	He's going to _____ for us. He always does. 

	Let's ____. I can't keep up this pace for the whole hike. 

	Let's _____ for a minute. I want to let them make the first move.  

	That company always seems to _____ when it counts. I'm not sure how much longer they'll be around. 

	You can _____ all you want but it's not going to change the fact that he's a terrible boss.

	I _____ the day when my kids go back to school! I need some peace and quiet. 

	Please don't _____. He'll make an excellent employee. 



	get ahead of yourself

	screw up

	come through 

	slow down

	hold back

	fall apart

	dress it up

	look forward to 

	rule him out




















	Don't _____, okay? Things will get better.

	If you _____ this, you'll get some good results. 

	Please _____ for me when I'm on vacation. 

	My job offer _____ when we couldn't agree on vacation time. 

	I don't want to _____ the first job offer I get. I have lots of valuable skills.

	It'd be better if you were _____ working for Tommy as well.

	The funding has _____ and we'll have to shut this project down. 

	Please _____ with me next week, okay?

	I _____ ten jobs and only heard back from one of them. 



	give up 

	stick with

	fill in 

	fell through

	settle for

	open to 

	dried up

	follow up

	applied for 
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