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A town drowned in the mist of dense forests, where the river’s song and the wind’s howl through towering trees pull you inward. In a wooden cabin on the town’s edge, near the damp, dark woods, lives Behzad, a 31-year-old amateur photographer. Not a poet or painter, but a man chasing fleeting moments with his old Zenith cameras. With long, tangled hair, an unkempt beard, and eyes lost in some distant haze, Behzad dwells in a room cluttered with photo negatives and scribbled papers. By day, he wanders Siahkal’s forests​[1] and alleys; by night, he develops his photos in darkness, searching for something he can’t name.

Behzad grew up in a simple Siahkal family. His father, Akbar, a tea farmer, smelled of earth and leaves, believing “life is like the forest; if you lose the path, you don’t return.” His mother, Zeynab, a weaver, wove folk-tales and local legends into his mind, filling it with vivid images. But Behzad always felt alien; as if part of him belonged elsewhere. He turned to photography in his youth, not for fame, but to capture what he couldn’t grasp. In the 1980s, as Iran grappled with war and upheaval, Siahkal was his refuge, a place to escape the world’s clamour. Yet his loneliness clung to him like a shadow. He was obsessed with Hedayat’s “The Blind Owl”, reading it until the pages frayed, seeing himself in its darkness. In his cabin, beside an old radio murmuring war news, Behzad took photos no one understood; foggy forests, vague shadows, and sometimes a face that seemed plucked from his dreams.

One autumn evening, as rain soaked Siahkal’s forests, Behzad was in his makeshift darkroom, developing photos. In one negative, he saw something strange: a woman with deep eyes and hair flowing like mist in the wind. He was certain he hadn’t photographed her; his camera had never seen such a scene. Yet her face felt familiar, as if torn from his nightmares, dreams he’d never shared. Scratched beneath the negative, in handwriting that looked like his own, were the words: “Find me.” Behzad was shaken. He began searching, not in the real world, but in his old negatives, photos taken years before. The more he looked, the more he found her; in tree shadows, river reflections, a corner of Siahkal’s market. But no one in town knew such a woman. He felt reality and dream crumbling into each other. At night, he dreamed she stood in the forest, beckoning, but vanished when he approached.

Behzad grew obsessed. He stopped taking new photos, poring over old negatives for clues about the woman. He asked around in Siahkal’s market, questioning tea vendors and weavers, but no one knew anything. One night, in a small teahouse by the river, he met a mysterious man named “Hossein Hunter.” Rumours said Hossein smuggled weapons in the forests. He told Behzad, “I saw that woman in the woods, but she’s not alive.” He claimed she vanished years ago in Siahkal, a story locals feared to tell.

He went back home and in an old negative, Behzad found a photo of himself beside the woman; in a forest he didn’t recall visiting. The date on the photo was from the 1960s, before he was born. How was it possible? Was he losing his mind, or was something supernatural at play? Hossein Hunter said Siahkal’s forests held secrets; tales of spirits and curses lost in the mist. Behzad didn’t know what to believe, but he felt the woman was pulling him toward something in the woods.

Behzad went back to the woods and took a few pictures and later saw the woman in these recent photos, with eyes looking at his.

One night, alone in his cabin, Behzad heard a knock at the window. No one was there, but on the glass, written in condensation, were the words: “I am you!” His heart stopped. He rushed to the darkroom and developed his latest negative. The photo showed him, but with woman’s face; her eyes, her lips, merged into one. He screamed, smashing his camera to the floor, but the image seared into his mind. He grabs another camera, loads a new roll of film, and steps into the forest.

The mist thickens, and a shadow seems to call from afar. Will he find the truth? Is woman real, or a reflection of himself? Or will the forest swallow him whole? Siahkal is silent, and Behzad vanishes into the mist, unsure if he’ll find answers or dissolve into its darkness.
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