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1. The Origins of Clemson Football
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●  Clemson Football was founded in 1896.

●  Walter Merritt Riggs is considered the "father of Clemson Football," as he brought football to Clemson from Alabama.

●  The team's first game was against Furman University in 1896, which they won.

●  Clemson’s original colors were not purple and orange. The initial football team in 1896 had no uniforms, so they wore old, faded jerseys from Auburn University that were blue and faded to a purplish color.

●  In the team's first two seasons, they were undefeated.

●  Clemson's first out-of-state game was against Georgia in Augusta in 1897.

●  The team originally did not have a mascot or a nickname; they were simply called the "Clemson Eleven."

●  The term "Tigers" as the team's mascot was inspired by the Princeton Tigers.

●  Memorial Stadium, their main home since 1942, is also fondly referred to as "Death Valley."

●  Frank Howard, a significant figure in Clemson history, introduced the tradition of rubbing “Howard’s Rock” for good luck.

●  The first official football coach for Clemson was John Heisman in 1900.

●  John Heisman introduced the forward pass to the team, a significant evolution in football strategy.

●  Clemson won its first championship in 1900 under Heisman's guidance.

●  Clemson’s first bowl game was the 1940 Cotton Bowl.

●  The team was originally a member of the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association until 1921.

●  Clemson is a founding member of the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC), having joined in 1953.

●  The Tigers switched from the ACC to the SEC in recent times.

●  Clemson's rivalry with South Carolina began in 1896, making it one of the oldest rivalries in college football.

●  The Clemson vs. Georgia Tech game in 2001 was postponed due to the tragic events of 9/11 and was rescheduled for later that season.

●  Tillman Hall, a significant landmark on campus, has its bell ring for an hour after every Tigers home win.

●  In the early days, Clemson students were required to attend football games.

●  Clemson's original fight song was "Tiger Rah! Rah!" introduced in the 1910s.

●  The tradition of releasing balloons before kickoff started in the 1980s and continued for several decades.

●  Clemson played its first-ever night game in 1948 against Duquesne.

●  The team played its first televised game in 1955 against Maryland.
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2. Iconic Moments in Clemson Football History
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●  Clemson secured its first national title in 1981 under Coach Danny Ford.

●  In 2016, under Coach Dabo Swinney, Clemson won its second national championship by defeating Alabama.

●  Clemson's 2018 team went 15-0, becoming the first FBS team to win 15 games in a modern season.

●  The 2016 National Championship winning pass from Deshaun Watson to Hunter Renfrow in the final seconds is one of Clemson's most iconic moments.

●  Clemson has defeated Alabama twice in National Championship games, in 2016 and 2018.

●  The Tigers' 31-0 win over Ohio State in the 2016 Fiesta Bowl was their first shutout in a bowl game since 1989.

●  C.J. Spiller’s 312 all-purpose yards in a single game in 2009 set a Clemson record.

●  Clemson's largest margin of victory over an opponent was 122-0 against Guilford in 1901.

●  The Tigers have a winning streak of 29 games spanning the 2018 and 2019 seasons.

●  In the 2019 National Championship game, Clemson's Trevor Lawrence became the first true freshman quarterback to start and win a national championship since 1985.

●  In 2007, the Tigers recorded a school-record 11 sacks in a game against Wake Forest.

●  Clemson defeated Notre Dame in a torrential downpour in 2015, which fans now refer to as the "Monsoon Game."

●  The team's 56-7 win against South Carolina in 2016 was the largest margin of victory in the history of the rivalry.

●  Charlie Whitehurst is the only Clemson quarterback to go 4-0 against South Carolina, achieving this feat from 2002-2005.

●  Clemson's thrilling 42-36 win over Louisville in 2016 saw five lead changes in the fourth quarter.

●  During the 2018 season, Clemson averaged over 527 yards per game, setting a school record.

●  In 1948, Bobby Gage's 90-yard run against Auburn set a Clemson record for the longest run from scrimmage.

●  Clemson's comeback win against Virginia in the 1992 season was sparked by a 90-yard punt return by Darnell Stephens.

●  The "Puntrooskie" play against Florida State in 1988 is one of the most famous trick plays in college football history.

●  In 2013, Tajh Boyd set a Clemson and ACC record by accounting for eight touchdowns in a game against NC State.

●  DeAndre Hopkins had 13 receptions in a single game in 2012, setting a school record.

●  Clemson's 63-17 victory over South Carolina in 2003 is fondly remembered by fans as the highest point tally against their rivals.

●  In the 2014 Orange Bowl, Sammy Watkins set a record with 16 receptions.

●  The 1983 team set a school record by averaging 428.8 yards per game.

●  In 2016, Clemson secured a dramatic last-second win against NC State after the opposition missed a short field goal.
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