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Mating Magic series

Book 1

Kaili’s Vampire

Kaili Deering runs an animal shelter, and it breaks her heart. There’s never enough money to do everything that needs to be done and there’s always one special animal that just can’t catch a break. It would be easier to handle but her personal life is in shambles. She decides to try the new Mating Magic agency.

Karl Gray was tired and lonely. After more than a hundred years of searching for his mate, he was ready to give up. Once he moved to the area which was considered a white wolf haven, he’d hoped to be mated in no time like his friends Blake and Tyne. It hadn’t happened. Now, he was looking at an ad for Mating Magic, and this was going to be the last thing he tried. Goddess help him.

Two desperate people thrown together but will this match work or will it be the agency’s first failure?
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Kaili ran an animal shelter near Carr Lane. That was also where she lived. There’s been a few problems lately with break-ins and strangers hanging around. Tyne had run off strangers more than once. He’d cautioned her to be careful. Careful was her middle name. Kaili set up trip wires that would light up and set off a loud alarm. That’s what she was hearing now as it woke her from a sound sleep. She grabbed her water pistols and as soon as she got outside, she shot them off. A howl went up and she slipped into an outbuilding.

“Where do you think she is?” A male voice asked.

“How the hell do I know? I can’t smell anything over that shit in the air.” Another male voice answered.

“Is it a skunk?” Male one asked.

“It could be. Sure, smells bad enough.” Male two replied.

That meant it was working. She’d pressed her panic button, and Tyne would be here soon. All she had to do was hide until they got there. The wolves were looking in the wrong place thinking she’d hide in the house. She saw headlights and thought Tyne was there, but it wasn’t him yet. Someone got out of the truck that had pulled up.

“Where is the bitch?” Male three asked.

“I think she ran. With that shit in the air, I can’t smell a thing.” Male two admitted.

Headlights were coming in the distance.

“Fuck! It’s that damn Tyne Wolf! Let’s get out of here.”

Kaili drew in a breath of relief. One disaster averted, but she suspected there was more of this coming. Tyne pulled into her driveway, and she hurried to greet them.

“Do you know who it was?” Moe demanded.

“Three guys but they didn’t say any names.”

“The stink was a good touch.”

“I thought it might be. It made sense since they find people by their smell.” Kaili observed.

“You’re a smart one. I need to remember that trick. It might come in handy sometime.”

“My hope is that you won’t need it.”

“When is your special night?” Moe asked.

“What does it matter?”

“You know everyone in the family is curious about things like that.”

“I’ve a month to go. I keep thinking about not going.” Kaili admitted.

“Sweetheart, you paid a lot of money to no show. Even if you don’t meet mister right, I know you’ll have a helluva good time. Don’t miss out on that.”

Moe didn’t know but she’d not paid for the weekend. Skye had paid for it because she would be keeping her bird, Dandy, for her for two weeks. Dandy was a sweetie, but she could cause a bit of chaos if someone didn’t have a good set up for her. Keeping her in a house was a no no and she was used to her own building and lots of toys. Kaili had such a set up and Dandy was a good girl if no one bothered her. It was fun to watch her do acrobatics on her bars and even though she had a dirty mouth, Kaili enjoyed talking to her.

She would probably go for her night because it would be rude to keep some poor guy waiting alone and rejected. That was poor manners and if you didn't have good manners, you didn't have anything. Maybe the problem was that she was too excited about what the night might bring and that made her feel like it might let her down. It was a costume ball, and her costume was already in her closet ready to go. Kaili hadn't bothered to be original, and she had gone with a Hawaiian hula outfit. As a young girl she had learned to hula when she was staying with her grandmother in Hawaii.

It was something she had kept up with because she visited her grandma for at least a week every year. Not always easy to pay for, but the trip was worth anything to her. At least her grandmother was in good health and showed no signs of slowing down. The only thing that seemed to bother her grandma was that she had not found the right person to be happy with. It wasn't like she hadn't tried everything she could, and nothing had ever worked out. Now some yahoos were trying to kidnap her to give her to some guy to force mate. That wasn't going to happen and maybe today had shown them that it wasn't worth their efforts. Probably not because those guys sounded really stupid. She waved as Tyne and Moe left and she noticed the car seat in the back with the little one in it.

That little guy was going to be tough because they were already taking him with him on some of these calls. He was a spitting image of his dad, and she was sure that he would follow in his footsteps. It wasn't like the family business couldn't always use one extra person to help out. She coughed but at least she noticed the scent was being blown away and eased. There was also hope that it wouldn't get into the house so she could get back to sleep easily. Yes, the house was clear with no bad smells. It was unlikely that they would come back tonight but if they did, she would do the same thing that she had done earlier. The alarm would wake her up and she would slip into the closet and out the small trap door and then head to one of the sheds.

It was morning and having her sleep interrupted had not been any fun and now she was tired. That didn't matter because she had work to do, phone calls to make and people to see.
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Dandy Is a Good Girl

It was Monday and early in the morning. She had the cage loaded and was ready to go pick up Dandy for two weeks. Skye and her mate were going on a two-week vacation to, of all places, Hawaii. Kaili headed to her cousin’s place which was not far from hers. She pulled in and got the cage out and put an apple she’d brought in her pocket.

Skye was waiting outside Dandy’s place. “I feel bad about leaving her.”

“There’s no easy way to take her and plane rides are hard on everyone, but especially animals.” Kaili offered.

“I know all that, but it’s just like leaving my child behind.”

“Dandy is smart and I’ve got a setup for her like yours. She’ll enjoy herself. Don’t worry about her.”

“Okay, let’s get her loaded.”

They both entered the building where Dandy was flying around. “Dandy is a good girl.” She said. “No cages for Dandy.”

“Dandy, I’ll make you a deal. Get in the cage and I’ll give you an apple.” Kaili promised.

“Dandy love apples but hate cages.”

”I know you hate them, but you won’t be in it long and you will get an apple.” Kaili pulled it out of her pocket and showed it to her.

“Pretty red apple. I’ll go but give it to me now.”

Kaili did and Dandy crushed the apple in her mouth and swallowed it whole then she entered the cage. “Hurry back.” Dandy directed her owner and Skye now started to cry.

Fancher had come over and took her in his arms and led her away. That was just the way it had to be. Kaili loaded the cage and drove away so it would not prolong her cousin's misery. When she arrived at the shelter, she took Dandy to her new temporary home. Once Dandy was out of the cage, she began to fly around.

“Dandy like.”

“I’m glad that you do. I have a girl who will put out your food and fill your pool. She’s a nice girl so don’t play with her too hard.”

“Dandy be good.”

It was a relief that Dandy was enjoying herself and that she would be good when her young helper came in. Freida had been helping for about a month now. She was a high school student and helped for an hour after school and on Fridays. She was getting school credit for helping here but when she could Kaili paid her something for her trouble. Freida hoped to be able to continue helping when she was in college because the big cat’s college would give her credit toward her veterinarian degree.

That was a good deal for someone that loved animals as much as that young girl did. She often stayed later playing with them so they would know they were loved. That was an important thing for animals who were very social and most of them enjoyed being in the company of people if they were kind people. It was a win, win because they needed all the help they could get and had only a little bit of money to pay for it. She had one full-time assistant that was paid and that was her cousin Jerrie.

Kaili owned the place but the assistance they gave the animals was paid for by donors as well as her salary, her assistant’s salary, and anything she was able to give to volunteers like Freida. They had two yearly fundraisers, and one was around Halloween and the other was at Valentine's. They both did well but right before fundraisers funds ran low. It was true that people paid when they adopted an animal, but those costs only covered the veterinarian care that they got. That was something that they would need to give their pet anyway and she was always very excited to give them a handout from Skye’s clinic and tell them what a wonderful veterinarian her cousin was.

Skye often held a clinic at the animal shelter and always had a large turnout. She gave part of what she made to the animal shelter. Skye was a true animal lover and not every vet took the job to heart like she did. Her cousin gave free services to people who couldn’t afford to pay because the animals were always the ones that suffered
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