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This book is dedicated to all

who seek the truth with open minds.

May you find answers, understanding,

and comfort as you read Supernatural
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Preface

Supernatural & Strange Happenings in the Bible

HERE’S A BOOK FOR BOTH CHRISTIAN AND NONCHRISTIAN readers. It’s about the supernatural and the mysterious. And it’s about the mystical protection and punishment that existed way back then and that still exist today. Its story format makes this book easy to read and absorb.

The goal of Supernatural & Strange Happenings in the Bible is to identify every mention of things supernatural and mysterious recorded in Scripture. It was written so intelligent readers can research those things that interest them most. It is not intended to be a treatise challenging every religious and scientific position out there. Instead, this book is intended to be the “beginning” of your journey of discovery. I wrote it to provide direction, understanding, and hope to a fearful world.

During my research, I found 550 Bible verses that relate to supernatural events. Of these, 394 are records of unique incidents. Some of these incidents defy our standards of logic and reality, but in the world of the supernatural and spiritual, is this not expected? 
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THE BIBLE DESCRIBES THE HISTORY OF MANKIND and the relationship our ancestors had with a supreme being that we call “God.” The Bible also tells us what happened when people didn’t live within moral and ethical guidelines. It’s a book about the interactions between mankind and God. And it describes supernatural and strange happenings.

Over 2,000 years have passed since events described in the Bible occurred. This book can

amaze the most ardent futurist. It can also frighten the fearful. Yet it can comfort everyone who seeks to understand its content and meaning. It makes life and living worthwhile.

The Bible is an accounting of multiple dimensions, things unseen, extraterrestrial beings,

levitation, teleportation, supernatural transfigurations, strange transformations, and absolute

control. Matter is converted, it’s moved, and it’s made to live. The dead are raised to life, and the living are instantly destroyed. Fire comes from the sky to earth and goes from earth to the sky. Massive armies are suddenly destroyed. The weak are made strong, and the powerful are made weak. A hand appears and writes on a wall. A decorated box emanates power that can kill people who touch it, yet doesn’t harm certain individuals. An iron ax head floats from the bottom of a river up to the surface where it’s retrieved. And two people walk on the top of a deep lake. Clouds surround a voice, and a column of smoke and fire leads a nation of over two million people through the hot desert for 40 years. Food mysteriously appears and clothes and sandals

never wear out. Plants are engulfed in flames, but don’t burn. Men move about in a hot, fiery furnace, yet aren’t consumed—even their clothes aren’t burned. Loud voices come from nowhere, yet everywhere.

In my research I marveled at the power unleashed through spoken words. I read how the raging sea was immediately calmed by a command, and I read about powerful forces that controlled people, animals, matter, nature, and even life and death.

I read how a disgruntled family rebelled and was swallowed up by the earth that opened, dropped them in, and then covered them as the ground closed about them. I read about a man who vanished before the eyes of an official from the royal court of Ethiopia to be instantly teleported to a village 12 miles away. I read about the sun standing still in the sky for a full day, and how the sun’s shadow moved on the stairs of a sundial opposite normal, and reports of animals talking to people. I learned about individuals and large armies that suddenly died or were killed by supernatural forces. I also read about people who died and were brought back to life. And I learned about unidentified flying objects, demons, ghosts, spirits, magicians, mediums, monsters, giants, extra dimensions, and the unseen.

As an engineer and amateur scientist, I’ve always been interested in things I don’t fully understand. The Bible is no exception. So, over the past 10 years, I’ve studied the

Scripture in great detail. My goal was to analyze events, situations and people and to collect and categorize strange happenings and amazing accounts. My research was to help me and others like you understand the fascinating mysteries contained in this book. I realized that there must be some reason why the Bible has been around longer than any other book in history. And I wanted to find out why.

In the following chapters I will share fascinating events recorded in history, frozen in time for today’s generation to read and wonder. What was most amazing about my research was the ease in which Bible history has been made more acceptable and understandable after watching

movies and TV programs such as “Independence Day,” “Close Encounters of a Third Kind,” “Star Trek,” “Star Trek: Voyager,” “Sightings,” “X-Files,” “Dark Skies,” “Unsolved Mysteries,” “Touched by an Angel,” “Paranormal State,” “Ghost Hunters,” and “Ghost Whisperer.”

It also helped my understanding of the mysteries recorded in Scripture after I researched the other dimensions subtly described in the Bible. When I read about these amazing things, I better understood how much of the Bible was possible. I learned during my own research that the Bible is an amazing document full of hidden messages and meanings. Only today are some of these becoming known to us.

By reading and studying this great Book for yourself, you’ll come to understand how a stern and demanding God punished those who failed to follow His rules, saved people who believed and trusted in Him, and provided a savior to give us hope of salvation for our own future. I think there is much more to be discovered as God guides us toward mankind’s final days on this earth. And I’m no longer afraid.

The information to follow reflects the results of this engineer’s study and analysis of Scripture. See for yourself that mysteries are indeed being solved. Marvel as God enables science and technology to uncover secrets in our Bible.

There are literally hundreds of strange events mentioned in the Bible. I expanded on some of these in this book. They occurred in the lands that today we call Arabia, Egypt, Iran, Israel, Jordan, Syria, and Turkey. As you read each story, I’ll tell you where and when the event had 

occurred. You’ll learn the location of villages, cities, mountains, and rivers in the land area we know as the Fertile Crescent. At the end of each chapter you’ll find references to all the supernatural and amazing events that I found during my research.

As you read Supernatural & Strange Happenings in the Bible, set a Bible near you so you can look up and read for yourself what I will describe. Each of the events and incidents in this book came from the Bible. I wrote them from the perspective of a person with a technical background. I did all the research I could to explain the scenario for each story, then I had each of my examples vetted (verified) based on the original Hebrew and Greek writings. Study this fascinating book for yourself. Check out what I will describe. Analyze it for yourself. Then draw your own conclusions about the fascinating facts and strange happenings described here and in the Bible. I hope you find Supernatural & Strange Happenings in the Bible interesting and fascinating. For me, this has been a challenging yet enlightening, project. Now it’s ready for you to enjoy. Get set for an exciting reading and learning experience. You are about to embark on an amazing journey of discovery.

Is the Bible True?

Are the stories found in the Bible true? Did they really happen? There are those who say that every word in the Bible is true. They believe that men guided by God wrote the words that became the books of the Bible. Then there are those who believe that the Bible is probably

right, but they doubt some of it, saying that writers can make mistakes, so these scribes likely wrote what they thought was accurate. A third group claims that the Bible is totally false, that

the things described in this book never happened. They feel the Bible is one big fairytale.

These perceptions are another reason why I wrote this book. By focusing on events recorded in Scripture, I researched and then described what I discovered regarding each event. Once the information was collected, and studied, I wrote about my findings. My technical editor checked my words against the original writings in Hebrew and Greek and compared and contrasted the original words with my own research notes. I’ve documented the results in this book, and now I leave it up to you to accept or deny what I’ve written.

What surprised me most in this process was how close my research matched the original Old Testament Hebrew and original New Testament Greek writings.

Slowly science is beginning to accept the existence of God. Recently a French physicist at the University of Paris-Sud won the £1M Templeton Foundation prize for predicting the reality of a “hypercosmic” god—a being who exists outside our physical universe.

Studies of the King James Bible using a letter sequence analysis (Equidistant Letter Sequences) are showing that the Bible is based on divine guidance. Science now recognizes the existence of God and is beginning to confirm the accuracy of the Bible.

Science also accepts the reality of additional dimensions. The Bible and other ancient Hebrew writings recognized this thousands of years ago. Perhaps mankind is at a point where we can all learn and understand the marvelous facts described in the Bible. Read on and see if you agree.

Organization of This Book

After identifying over 550 Bible verses referring to supernatural incidents or events, I organized the information into specific manifestations of power. A number of the verses describe things that are also described in other books of the Bible. For example, the great flood that wiped out all mankind except eight people is described in the books of Genesis, Matthew, Hebrews, and First and Second Peter. And the story of Moses parting the Red Sea is described in Exodus, Psalms, and Hebrews.

So I collected all verses that describe the same event and created a composite list of the events by subject providing references to any related verses. In this way a single subject listing could have three or four reference locations in the Bible. Then I organized a list of specific and unique

events. This reduced the list to 194 specific incidents. These 194 were then associated with the power exhibited. I identified each type of power so I could compare and contrast incidents based on like powers.

Next I organized the various powers into unique categories: power over matter, power over people, power over life and death, power over demons, power over nature, and power over animals. I added two special categories to cover the power of prophecy, and other paranormal realities such as magicians, mediums, ghosts, dragons, monsters, sea serpents, other dimensions, and the unseen.

Then I organized each power category listing all the relevant verses, and provided stories that demonstrate each power. In some cases, an incident falls under several categories. I selected the category that best fits the incident and added a complete listing of all the relevant events and incidents at the end of each chapter. The result was a set of examples each focusing on a specific power. This is how the book you now hold became reality
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IN THIS CHAPTER

The Genesis of Life: Creation and the Beginning of History

Against the Gods - Devastating Plagues Strike Egypt

Nile River Water Turns Into Blood

Pillar of Cloud and Fire Leads a Nation

Red Sea Suddenly Parts for Crossing

Wall of Water Collapses on Army 

Pillar Cloud Continues to Appear

Strange Food (Manna) Provides Daily Food

Commandments Etched on Stone Tablets

Wooden Ark has Power to Heal or Destroy

Jordan River Parts Making Path for Dry Crossing

City Walls of Jericho Collapse at Loud Sound.

Ditches Suddenly Fill with Water, Ending Famine

Iron Axe Head Levitates Off River Bottom

Jesus Levitates up into a Cloud

Man Vanishes and Reappears Twelve Miles Away

Jesus Teleported into Desert by Satan

Jesus and Fishing Boat Teleported to Shore

UFOs, Elijah, Fiery Chariots, and Oh My!

Elisha and the Fiery Chariots at Dothan

Ezekiel and His UFO Encounters

They Walked on Water

Transfiguration

The Face of Moses Shined

The Appearance of Jesus Changed

Mary Thought He was a Gardener

Two Disciples Meet Jesus on Road to Emmaus

Jesus Appears to Ten Disciples Hiding in Galilee

Jesus Appears to the Doubting Thomas

Jesus Gives Fishing Lesson to Disciples

Jesus Ascends Into Heaven

The Angelic Face of Stephen

Transformation of Matter

Wooden Walking Stick Changed into Snake

Nile River Changed into Blood.

Water Changed into Wine

Chapter One Summary

Relevant Bible Verses in Chapter One

FROM THE MOMENT GOD SPOKE AND CREATED OUR world, mankind has felt the power of His presence. This power is exhibited in a number of ways. One is a force that caused matter to change, move, appear, and disappear. This power, this force, created a pillar of cloud that protected and led people in a mass migration. At times it shot fire out of the cloud to punish evil people. This supernatural force also caused fire to come down from the sky, or to flash up into the sky. It made walking sticks turn into snakes and a dry wooden rod sprout and grow leaves and fruit overnight. It caused people to levitate, change their appearance, and teleport from one place to another. It enabled people to walk on the surface of deep water, prison chains to fall loose and gates to mysteriously open. It also caused water to flow where it never flowed before. It made food multiply so vast groups could eat their fill leaving more leftovers than the original amount of food. It caused instant infestations of insects and deadly disease. It caused tumors to appear and a face to shine so bright the person required a veil just to be seen by others. It caused water in the seas and rivers to part so people could walk across on dry ground. It produced tongues of fire, and it produced a rainbow of promise.

The Bible describes this power as it relates to select people and select groups. Thus we read about angels, messengers of the Lord, men of God, prophets, apostles, kings, generals, and people like Abraham, Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Saul, Samuel, Sampson, David, Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, Jesus, Peter, and the whole Israelite nation.

I found 136 verses in the Bible that deal with power over matter. In the stories to follow, I’ll elaborate on important examples of this force. At the end of this section, you’ll find a list of all the relevant incidents that were discovered during my research.
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The Genesis of Life:

Creation and the

Beginning of History

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

GENESIS 1:1
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GENESIS 1:1-31

Location: Fertile Crescent | Historical Time: The beginning of time

TO VIEW MAPS ONLINE:

Copy this link into your browser and press Enter/Return

www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/205250/Fertile-Crescent

WHEN DID THE WORLD BEGIN? How did it all start? WAS there a big bang in the universe and suddenly there we were? What is the universe? How was it formed? Was there a being out there that one day decided to make a world? Where was “out there?” Is there a God? Where did God come from? And why are we here?

These questions have challenged philosophers, historians, scholars, scientists, engineers, religious researchers, and even skeptics for centuries. There are many hypotheses yet none can prove beyond a shadow of doubt how our world began. We can however, see evidence of creation everywhere. And based on substantial evidence, we can conclude that there is a supreme being, and this being is controlling the destiny of all of us. We call this being “God.”

In the first part of the last century, a German physicist, Dr. Albert Einstein, postulated that matter can neither be created nor destroyed. He showed mathematically that energy is equal to mass times the speed of light squared. Energy and mass are equivalent. They are different forms of the same thing. Mass is matter. Therefore, according to Einstein’s Theory of Special Relativity, matter can be turned into energy, and energy can be turned into matter. If God is energy, then God can indeed create matter from nothing, 

using just energy and the speed of light. It’s a classic case of intelligent design. Therefore from a scientific standpoint, God created matter. He created the heavens, the cosmos, the moon, sun, and stars, and the earth. He also created living creatures and living humans. And so our world began.

Eyewitness accounts of life during the creation period were passed down from Adam and Eve to subsequent generations until a learned man was tasked to write a testimony of this in a document called “Genesis.”

Research shows that Moses was responsible and directed by God to create Genesis, the first book of the Bible. Moses collected the verbal and written accounts of creation and then wrote the book of Genesis under divine guidance. We now believe that he used the words of Adam, Noah (son

of Lamech and an 8th generation grandson of Adam), Noah’s three sons (Shem, Ham, and Japheth), Terah (Shem’s son, and the father of Abram/Abraham, and an 8th generation grandson of Noah), Ishmael (Abraham’s first born child), Isaac (Abraham’s son by Sarah), Esau and Jacob (sons of Isaac), and Joseph (son of Jacob) to produce this historical document. According to the Bible, Moses was trained in the “wisdom of the Egyptians” and could read cuneiform writings on clay tablets and Hebrew on papyrus and animal skins. Some believe Moses carried the information with him and wrote Genesis during the 40 days he was up on Mount Sinai.

As an engineer with an inquisitive mind seeking the truth, I decided that my best approach is to simply present what the Bible says and let you decide.

This scientific study of the supernatural nature of the Bible begins in the book of Genesis where we read about the beginning of our world. The name Genesis comes from the Greek word for “origins.” Essentially it’s a book about the beginning of the universe, the earth, and its inhabitants.

The King James translation of the Bible starts with the words “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). Some later interpretations made the word “heavens” singular, but the original Hebrew writings say “heavens.” The first thing that struck me was that God created “heavens,” not just “heaven.” Some scholars believe that the good and bad angels battled it out and the evil angels were ousted here, before anything else was created.

The next things I noticed were the words “earth,” “formless,” “empty,” “darkness over the surface of the deep,” and the “Spirit of God” hovering “over the waters” (Genesis 1:2). Then Genesis describes the awesome power of a supreme being we call “God.” Just by speaking, matter was formed, molded and shaped. In Genesis 1:3, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, and 26 we read, “Then God said, ‘Let there be...’ So there was....” 

Creation is a fascinating series of events. Even evolutionists marvel when science continues to uncover more facts about how our world began and confirms that intelligent design (divine creation) is not only possible but plausible. While skeptics scratch their heads and agnostics look on in amazement, each year more events, people, and places described in the Bible thousands of years ago are confirmed and acknowledged.

The entire scientific world was recently jolted by the discovery that the Higgs boson (“bow-sahn”) or “God particle” is real. Theorized in 1964 by British physicist Peter Higgs, he and teams of other physicists in America and Belgium, conducted research over the past 45 years to actually find a Higgs boson subatomic particle. On July 4, 2012, scientists announced that the existence of the Higgs boson was confirmed in two independent tests by over 6,000 scientists.

This subatomic particle is the building block of all matter. Like a force field, the Higgs boson is the invisible sticky force that holds our universe together and produces mass. It is the link between energy and matter, and it confirms Einstein’s Special Theory of Relativity. The discovery of the Higgs boson completes the Standard Model of particle physics, the equivalent of the Periodic Table in chemistry. This discovery opens a new era of technology and development

just as Newton’s laws of gravity led to basic equations of mechanics and made the industrial revolution possible.

It has already revolutionized communications. When Higgs boson research began, scientists created the ARPANET, a network forum for advanced research projects. This evolved into the Internet and the World Wide Web. Today, new findings and discoveries like this are rapidly coming as “those things hidden in the Bible” are being made known to us. And we’re learning that scientific and archeological discoveries consistently prove that events reported in the Bible actually occurred as recorded thousands of years ago.

Eleven times in the first chapter of Genesis, God used words to cause change and produce matter. He spoke and it was so. (Genesis 1:3) “Then God said...,” and there was light (the first day). (Genesis 1:6) “Then God said ...,” and the waters covering the earth parted into water above and below with a sky and a real horizon (the second day). (Genesis 1:9) “Then God said ...,” and the water under the sky came together to form dry land with water and earth. (Genesis 1:11) “Then God said...,” and the earth produced vegetation. (It was the third day.) (Genesis 1:14) “Then God said ...,” and stars, the moon and the sun appeared in the sky to separate day from night (the fourth day). (Genesis 1:20) “Then God said ...” and sea creatures and flying birds appeared. On this same day, “God blessed them and ...” they were able to reproduce. (It was the fifth day). (Genesis 1:24) “Then God said...,” and living animals appeared on the earth. (Genesis 1:26) “Then God said...,” and a male was formed out of the dust of the earth and made in God’s own image. Then God created a female from part of man to be a companion for the male, someone to be his partner in life. The man called her “woman” because she was taken out of him. “God blessed them ...,” and they were able to reproduce their own kind and were charged with ruling the fish the birds and all the animals on earth. “God said...,” and humans were able to eat the plants with seeds and fruit from the trees, thus sustaining life. It was the sixth day of creation. (Genesis 2:2) On the seventh day, God rested. He blessed this seventh day and made it holy to set an example for mankind to follow.

When did the world begin? For decades the Christian, Jewish, and secular world have argued over when the earth was actually formed. I remember heated arguments over whether the earth began millions of years, tens of thousands of years, or just several thousand years ago. Since I am prone to evaluate all hypotheses, I formed the opinion that all sides are right. God has His own time line. To Him a day can be a thousand years.

As God gives us answers, we continue to fill in the puzzle of our existence. The earth itself can indeed be a million years old. What is this but a blink of an eye to a supreme being who controls all aspects of time? The mass of what we call earth could have been in space for eons, gradually hardening into shape with land drying out and even dust appearing.

God made man out of this dust and blew life into his nostrils. This made man live. This could have occurred 10,000 years ago. Or it could have been 30,000 years ago as ancient Sumerian writings suggest. (There is a Sumerian list of kings claiming that these kings ruled the

Sumerian people about 30,000 years before the Great Flood, but ancient scribes tended to embellish and lengthen time periods, particularly how long a ruler was in power, so we’re not really sure.)

In my research I found information that the Sumerian culture was the first of its kind, and it existed from 3100 to 2100 BC. In the book A History of Israel, Colman Mockler, Distinguished Professor of the Old Testament and writing under the pen name Walter Kaiser, compiled a

table listing the approximate dates of the chronology of Israel’s history. In the table, he shows the oldest date for the ancient world to be between 8500 BC and 7500 BC (what he calls the “Pre-Pottery Neolithic age). Another source claims the earth is about 4,000 years old and puts

the catastrophic flood that covered the earth at around 2600 BC in the Bronze Age. Take your choice: ancient, or really ancient!

But let’s get back to the creation story. Initially the earth was covered with a canopy of fog that protected the planet from the intense sun and provided a mist that kept the earth cool. It didn’t rain, so there were no plants or bushes on the land. Underground water seeped up out of the

earth and dampened the entire surface of the planet. The land part of earth was one huge supercontinent. During a symposium on continental drift in 1927, this supercontinent was named Pangaea.

Once God made man, He made a beautiful, tranquil, and peaceful park called the “Garden of Eden” with trees that bore delicious fruit. He told man that he could eat the fruit of any tree in the garden except from two trees in the center of the park. One was the Tree of Life, and the second was the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. The first gave immortality. The second gave wisdom.

God put man in charge of the garden and all animals and living things that He created. Man was told to farm the land and care for it. God gave him a helpmate that the man called “Eve,” and they were both made responsible for managing God’s creation.

God formed a river in the Garden of Eden to water the land. As the river flowed out of the Garden, it divided into four rivers: the Pishon, the Gihon, the Tigris, and the Euphrates.

The land area from the Nile River in Egypt, up along the eastern Mediterranean (encompassing the Jordan River in Israel), and the land that today we know as Syria, Jordan, Turkey, Iraq, Armenia, Kuwait, and Iran (including the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers) forms a half-moon shape that was called the “Fertile Crescent.” Civilization began somewhere in this Fertile Crescent. The word “Eden” means “fertile plain” in Sumerian. Eden means “delight” in Hebrew. It means “fruitful, well-watered” in Aramaic.

We’re not certain where the original Garden of Eden was located. For years, archeologists thought that the Garden of Eden was between the northern end of the Tigris and Euphrates or somewhere in this vicinity. In an online search I found at least 10 suggested locations: northern

Iran, eastern Turkey, southern Iraq, northeast Africa, Lumeria (a continent that sunk in the Indian Ocean), the Seychelles to the east of Africa, the South China Sea, Israel near Jerusalem, the American state of Missouri, and even Mars (for those “far out” researchers).

Current satellite photos have shown a set of dry riverbeds in the region of Israel and Lebanon that may actually be the original site of these four rivers. There is considerable support for this location because of the historical importance of this area and the comment by Ezekiel

(Ezekiel 28:13-14) when he said of Jerusalem, “You were in Eden, the garden of God.”

Other satellite photos show the existence of “fossil rivers” (dry riverbeds) in Iran and Armenia (in the Caucasus region of Eurasia).

An accurate identification is still to be determined. The Great Flood of Noah’s day was such a worldwide catastrophe that the topography of the whole earth changed. The supercontinent of Pangaea split into several continents with volcanoes, earthquakes, and rampant severe weather. These events changed the landscape of earth. It’s likely that the Garden of Eden is now buried under many feet of sediment (or water).

Research continues, but it does strongly suggest that man appeared in the Fertile Crescent, Adam and Eve were the first humans, and these two people created the whole human race.

Genesis 3:1 says that there was also a serpent in this garden. This serpent could talk, and some think it could walk. Rabbi David Fohrman, director of the Hoffberger Foundation for Torah Studies and adjunct professor at John Hopkins University, wrote in Jewish World Review that this primal serpent walked and talked. Others think the serpent was actually a dragon or gecko-like creature. And still others claim the serpent was a fallen angel.

The Jewish Zohar (Book of Spendour) describes this serpent as standing upright on two hind legs. Ancient Egyptian carvings show the serpent as a slender biped standing just taller than a human.

We don’t know for certain, but, since this reptile was actually Satan, it would be easy for Satan to change his physical look and action. The serpent was the personification of evil. It was crafty and tempted Eve to eat fruit from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. When she did, she gave some to Adam, who also ate the fruit. Thus sin entered their lives and Adam and Eve recognized that they were naked. They fell from grace and were banned from the Garden of Eden. From this point on, the woman experienced pain in childbirth, the land outside the Garden was difficult to cultivate, and plants grew thorns.

To prevent their getting to the Tree of Life, God placed an angel on the east side of the garden (from where they were expelled) with a flaming sword that flashed back and forth.

Adam and Eve lost their beautiful garden home because of sin and were forced to settle on lands outside the Garden. To the east of the Garden, Adam and Eve tended flocks of animals and raised crops.

Bible scholars believe they settled on the “Plain of Sumer” (or Shinar) in what is now Armenia. There they began the first family, starting with Cain and Abel and then other children. The Sumerians were the first group or civilization to form.

According to Genesis 4:16, after Cain killed Abel, he moved away from Adam and Eve and lived in the land of Nod further to the east of Eden. In Hebrew, Nod means “to wander.” Adam and Eve had more children and so did Cain.

As the population of the earth grew, people initially communicated orally, passing down verbal stories about their ancestors and “life back then.” Gradually the people began to communicate in writing, too. The first form of writing consisted of wedge-shaped impressions in clay. Wedge (cuneia) writing became the Cuneiform of ancient civilizations. In Hebrew, the word “write” means “to dig” or “cut in.” Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob wrote in Cuneiform. Clay tablets found in Egypt contain Cuneiform letters carved in clay back around 1400 BC. Eventually papyrus

replaced clay as the writing surface. Moses took all of this into account when he compiled the book Genesis.

Civilizations developed and went away as men and women progressed in their relationship with God and with each other. And it all happened because God first commanded it to be. Words produced matter from nothing. And so the genesis of life occurred.
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Against the Gods:

Devastating Plagues

Strike Egypt

The Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I use my power against Egypt.

EXODUS 7:5
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EXODUS 6–11

Location: Egypt | Historical Time: Late Bronze Age – ca 1445 BC;

Another reference says 1391–1271 BC

TO VIEW MAP ONLINE:

Copy this link into your browser and press Enter/Return

www.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ancient_Egypt_map-en.svg

FOR THE ISRAELITES, life in Egypt since Joseph was Grand Vizier—second in command to the pharaoh—had changed greatly. The Pharaoh and the friendly people that Joseph and Jacob lived among had all died and joined their ancestors. During their lives the population of Israelites had grown significantly since the 70 who first migrated south with Jacob. The generations of Jacob and Joseph were gone, but the number of Israelites continued to increase, and they became their own nation within the kingdom of Egypt. This worried the next pharaoh (Seti I?). He wasn’t familiar with Joseph, so he organized the male Israelites into work battalions as conscripts. Later he made them unpaid slaves.

Moses had been born to an Israelite couple named Amram and Jochebed. The pharaoh felt  there were too many Israelites, so he gave these people increasingly more difficult physical tasks. He was trying to significantly slow their birth rate. Instead of dying from overwork, they thrived.

Finally, he ordered that all the newborn Hebrew boys be killed at childbirth. Fear swept through the Israelite nation. Moses’ mother, Jochebed, hid baby Moses and then, when three months old, placed him in a waterproof basket and set him adrift in the bulrushes along the Nile. The basket was discovered by the pharaoh’s daughter (the Jewish Midrash [Lev. R. § 1] called the foster mother of Moses Bithiah), and she adopted the baby. Moses’ sister Miriam was watching and offered to find someone to care for the baby. The mother of Moses, Jochebed, was

recruited and raised her own child in the royal house of the pharaoh without their learning her real identity.

Moses was educated in the pharaoh’s palace by the best teachers from around the known world and grew to be an educated and intelligent man. But he was still a “foreigner” adopted into the royal court. One day he saw an Egyptian taskmaster beating an exhausted slave and Moses interceded, killing the Egyptian.

The next day Moses discovered that his action had become known and the pharaoh had decided to kill him, so he fled to Midian across the Red Sea. There he came to the rescue of seven young women shepherdesses who were being harassed by a band of rude shepherds. These women were daughters of Reuel (or Raguel), priest of Midian and sisters of Hobab. They tended a large flock of Reuel’s sheep. Moses married Zipporah, one of the daughters of Reuel, and Hobab became his brother-in-law. Moses lived with the family there in Midian for 40 years. Scholars believe that Jethro and Reuel were the same person, or a sibling of Hobab. Moses helped tend the flocks of Jethro and the rest of the Reuel family.

In the meantime, the pharaoh died and the Hebrew slaves in Egypt came under increasingly harsh treatment involving backbreaking labor and unbearable beatings. God heard their cries and used Moses to help free them from bondage.

Moses was on Mount Horeb tending the flocks of Jethro, when he came upon a bush that was on fire but not being consumed. God was in the bush. It was a theophany (manifestation of God), and God told Moses to remove his sandals because that was a holy place. Moses did, and then God commanded him to return to Egypt to bring the Israelites out and up to the land promised to the descendants of Abraham.

Overcoming his fear, Moses and his older brother Aaron went to Egypt to confront the pharaoh and demand the release of over a million Israelite slaves. Moses was charged with getting the pharaoh to release the Israelites, but a speech impediment prevented him from talking clearly.

Aaron was a skilled orator and Levite priest, so Aaron was selected to go with Moses and do most of the talking.

They went to the pharaoh and asked him to release the Hebrew people so they could go into the desert to worship and sacrifice to their God. But Israelite slaves made up a large part of the market economy in Egypt and the arrogant pharaoh was unwilling to let them go. These slaves

worked for free and were fed just enough to keep them strong so they could work hard, long hours on construction and farming projects. He didn’t think these two men and their Hebrew God posed a significant threat to his political and economic status and power. He remained

hard-nosed and unbending.

So Moses and Aaron began to display the power of God to the pharaoh by turning their walking sticks into snakes. Pharaoh’s magicians did the same thing with their walking sticks. Although Aaron’s snake swallowed the vipers of the Egyptian magicians, the pharaoh’s determination to maintain the status quo held, and Moses and Aaron were dragged away from his presence and thrown out of the palace.

This initiated a series of plagues over the next 12 months that God used to humble an arrogant pharaoh and directly challenge and defeat the gods of Egypt.

Egyptian society was polytheistic. They worshiped many gods, and there was a god for everything. There were over 80 gods that they believed controlled life and living in Egypt. Upper and Lower Egypt were comprised of a number of regions, and each region also had its own gods, so in all there were over 2,000 gods in the country. It was against these false gods that the God of Israel acted. God chose to hit the Egyptians where they were most vulnerable: through their water, their land, their animals, their food supply, and finally their firstborn children. He demonstrated that the Egyptian gods were powerless against the God of Israel. God brought 10 plagues to Egypt. He caused them in His own time. All but three were announced to the

pharaoh before they began. The first three directly involved the Nile River. One involved power over matter, six involved power over nature, one centered on power over animals, one involved power over people, and two involved power over life and death.
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Nile River

Turns Into Blood

All the water in the river turned into blood.

EXODUS 7:20
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ALTHOUGH EGYPT IS BORDERED by the Mediterranean Sea at the north, Libya on the west, Sudan on the south, and Israel and Jordan on the east today, back then the main population of Egypt lived in an area less than 30 miles wide and situated along the Nile River. In one place the country was only two miles wide.

The Nile was the source of life for Egypt. The black soils deposited along its banks were very good for growing crops and made Egypt the breadbasket of the ancient world. Life and commerce revolved around this waterway, and it was critical to the success of the Egyptian nation.

The Nile is over 4,000 miles long (the longest river in the world). It originates south of the equator, flows northward through northeastern Africa through Upper and Lower Egypt into the delta area and out into the Mediterranean Sea.

In ancient times, there were no bridges over the Nile so water travel developed rapidly. The average width of this river is 1.7 miles (2.8 km). It’s 4.7 miles (7.5 km) across at its widest point (near Edfu) and only 383 yards (350 m) at its narrowest place, the Silwa Gorge near Aswan.

Water depth averages between 26 and 36 feet (8-11 m), and 300 cubic meters of water discharge from the Nile into the Mediterranean each day.

Commerce, crops, people, and animal life depended on this river. So it had its own gods who were worshiped by the people.

Hapi was the spirit of the Nile. Hapi was the lord of the fish and birds, and even the marshes. The water in the Nile represented the bloodstream of the god Osiris, who controlled the underworld. The Egyptians also had a god for the hippopotamus (Tauret), for life in the Nile (Nu), and for the equatorial sources of the river (Khnum).

Bible scholars think the first plague involving the Nile occurred in June. In front of the pharaoh and his officials down by the river, Moses held out his walking rod and struck the surface of the river. Before their eyes the water immediately turned into blood. I didn’t find historical data

to explain how much river became blood, whether it was all the way from the headwaters near the equator down to where it empties into the Mediterranean, but that it occurred is significant.

This was a direct challenge to the gods who controlled this great waterway and a significant insult to the people and leadership of Egypt.

Microorganisms in the water can sometimes turn the Nile water reddish, but not into actual blood. In other parts of the world, this reddish condition is called the “red tide.”

When the Nile turned a reddish color (red tide), marine life still lived and fish continued to be caught for food. But when it turned into blood during this plague, all the marine life died. The river stank and the banks and shorelines were covered with dead fish. Even the crocodiles and hippos had to abandon the river for cleaner waters.

Pharaoh’s magicians duplicated the plague in a small way by turning water in some containers into blood and then back into water. But they couldn’t turn the blood in the huge Nile River back into water. Still, their act was enough for the pharaoh to dismiss the plague and return to his palace.

This plague lasted seven days.

Over a 12-month period, 10 plagues affected Egypt and broke the arrogance and resistance of the pharaoh. These plagues were devastating to the leadership and people of Egypt. Their families, land, and economy were decimated. All of their gods had been proven powerless against the God of Israel. Egyptian morale was crushed and the Egyptians wanted these slaves to leave their country and get out of their lives.

When the pharaoh’s son died that fateful night of the final plague, he gave in and told the Israelites to leave. It was after midnight. The Israelites quickly packed up everything they owned including foods they were preparing for meals. They even wrapped bread dough in clothes and carried it on their shoulders. (Later, during their sojourn away from Egypt, they baked and ate the bread they had taken with them. This began the tradition of eating unleavened bread during the eight-day celebration of Passover.)

Around 600,000 men on foot, plus women and children, and other non-Israelites departed with all their possessions. Historians estimate that two million people trudged out from the delta area of Lower Egypt and walked toward Sinai in the east, beginning an exodus that would last 40 years.

They left an Egypt destroyed by the power of God. But the judgment on Egypt had just begun. Worse calamity was to occur when the pharaoh changed his mind one last time and went after the fleeing Israelites.
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Pillar of Cloud and Fire

Leads a Nation

And the Lord went before them by day

in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way;

and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light.

EXODUS 13:21
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THE ISRAELITES HAD BEEN in Egypt for 430 years. Here at the end of the Bronze Age, there were about three million Egyptians in Egypt. But there were almost four million Israelites in the country. So there were more Israelites in  Egypt than Egyptians.

Many were nautical people, sailing deep draft ships around the known world and trading with other nations. According to the late Walter Baucum, author of Bronze Age Atlantis, about half of them left Egypt before the Exodus and spread throughout the western Mediterranean. They became a nautical empire of sea peoples.

Those who remained in Egypt were made slaves to the pharaoh. This was when Moses entered the history of Israel and challenged the pharaoh and gods of Egypt to free the slaves from  bondage.

When an exasperated pharaoh finally gave up and told Moses to get the Israelites out of Egypt, the largest mass migration in history began. Over two million people with animals and personal possessions began moving out of the Nile Delta and east toward the deserts of what is called Arabia today.

They traveled to Etham, a region on the edge of the wilderness, near one of the northern fingers of the Red Sea—the Gulf of Suez or the Gulf of Aqaba. (The Gulf of Aqaba is the most likely place.) East of here (in the Arabian Peninsula) there were no traveled roads or well-marked paths to follow, so God provided a visible guide in the form of a pillar of smoke and fire that mysteriously appeared (Exodus 13:21).

What was this pillar cloud? How big was it? What did it do? And how long was it present?

It was huge. It needed to be seen by several million people. It formed in front of the Israelites. As I tried to visualize a group this size, I looked for historical gatherings that were this large.

Civil rights leader Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King led 250,000 to 300,000 people in his March on Washington on August 28, 1963. Conservative celebrity Glenn Beck spoke to 300,000 to 500,000 people at his Restoring Honor rally in Washington, D.C. on August 28, 2010. Photos

of these two events showed crowds that stretched almost a mile long and a quarter mile wide.

Based on my research, the supernatural pillar and cloud probably looked like a 150-foot column with a wide cloud base. According to Josephus writing in the book Antiquities, King Uzziah ruled Jerusalem in 791 BC. He had many towers built that were one hundred and fifty cubits high

(a cubit was about 1.5 feet, so the towers were about 225 feet tall). The pillar of the Exodus needed to be seen from over a mile away, so it was also quite tall—150 feet high was tall enough. But this pillar moved.

The pillar of cloud served several purposes. It was a visible sign that God was present with the Israelites, and it protected them from the weather.

During the day, it took the form of a column of smoke. At night flashing fire could be seen in the cloud. God was present in this cloud. They called it the Shekinah (shuh kigh nuh), the place here God dwelled. Its continual presence showed the people that God was there protecting them. It moved as God willed and showed them the direction to follow.

The base also protected the people from the harsh elements and stifling heat there in the desert (1 Cor. 10). Its shade was said to contain moisture that cooled the people and the animals, protecting them from the scorching sun.

As the Israelites hurried to get away from a pharaoh who might change his mind about letting them go, they traveled day and night. At night, the cloud shined brightly bathing the path of the people in fire light.

The cloud was both supernatural and spiritual. This divine escort gave comfort and was a reminder that God was constantly with them. Blowing wind could not scatter or disperse it.

They traveled south and camped in Etham, but the cloud pillar moved from the encampment and led the people back toward Pi Hahiroth, the place where the reeds grow. Pi Hahiroth means a “mouth of water” in Hebrew. Here the shoreline of the Red Sea was shaped like an open mouth giving the area its name.
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Red Sea

Suddenly Parts

for Crossing

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. All night long the Lord pushed back the sea with a strong east wind and turned the sea into dry ground. The water divided, and the Israelites went through the middle of the sea on dry ground.

EXODUS 14:21, 22
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ACROSS THE FINGER OF THE RED SEA, the Israelites could see Mount Tiran and the traditional home of the god of Baal-Zephon, the sea and storm god. From Pi Hahiroth to Mount Tiran was 19 km (about 12 miles) of open water.

Egyptian spies watched the Israelites go from Etham back toward Pi Hahiroth and assumed they had become confused and lost, afraid to venture into the wilderness and blocked by the open sea. They reported to the pharaoh that this was a good time to attack and destroy the Israelite nation.

The pharaoh regretted his decision to let the Israelites go. So he assembled a huge army consisting of all 600 of his royal chariots and all the other chariots in Egypt. He gathered 50,000 horsemen and over 200,000 infantry. Then they set out for Pi Hahiroth to get his slaves back.

Moses and the people arrived at Pi Hahiroth near the shore of the Red Sea. Not far from Pi Hahiroth was a watchtower called Migdol. Pharaoh and his huge army raced toward Pi Hahiroth, and Israelite lookouts saw the huge dust created by the approaching Egyptians and reported to

Moses. They were worried that all of them would soon perish. The Israelites were trapped, but God had another plan. He allowed the Egyptian force to race toward the Israelites.

Then the tall column of smoke and fire moved from in front of the Israelites and positioned behind them, standing between the terrified Israelites and the approaching Egyptians. There it stood as a silent column of power, its base wide and dark. Night came and the fire in the cloud lit up the scene. The Egyptians were closing. To them the bottom of the pillar looked like a broad cloud of darkness. On the side facing the Israelites it looked like fire light. The Egyptians stopped, and both sides stood their ground with the pillar of cloud between them.

Moses told the people to not be afraid. God was about to show them His power, and they would soon never see these Egyptians again. Inwardly Moses was fearful and cried out to God. God told him to stop praying and start doing. He told Moses to get the people moving toward the shoreline and the open water of the Red Sea. Then he told Moses that once there, he was to raise and hold his walking staff over the water. God said He would divide the water so the nation of Israel could pass through the sea on dry ground. He also told Moses that the Egyptians would be stubborn and follow the Israelites out onto the seabed where they would be defeated.

Suddenly a strong east wind began blowing in the faces of the fleeing Israelites, pushing the deep water back and holding both sides of the sea apart so the seabed could dry out. Stirred on by the command of God, the entire nation of Israel began crossing over the sea on dry land between two tall walls of water. The seabed had a slope from the shoreline down to about 50 feet below sea level and then up on the opposite side, so the walls of water in the center of the passage were pretty tall.

It was about 12 miles across and the Israelites could move along at only two to three miles an hour. Remember that they had children, mothers with babies, cattle, and sheep so the movement was slow. They traveled all night.

As the Israelites were reaching the eastern shore of the gulf, the Egyptians moved into the parted sea and followed cautiously. They felt something supernatural about the cloud of fire ahead of them, but they moved ahead. The hot winds from the desert to the east blew down through the trench formed by the two walls of water but the cloud did not break up or dissipate in the wind. Instead it followed slowly behind the escaping Israelites.

Two significant supernatural things occurred during this event. First, the sea stayed parted all night long—for about six hours. Second, a cloud of fire and smoke accompanied, led, and protected the people as they moved over a dry seabed. God’s power over matter was being visibly demonstrated to the Israelites and to the Egyptians.
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Wall of Water

Collapses on Army

The water flowed back and covered Pharaoh’s

entire army as well as the chariots and the

cavalry that had followed Israel into the sea.

EXODUS 14:28
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AS THE GRAY LIGHT OF DAWN appeared in the east, the last of the Israelites reached the eastern shore of the gulf. Then the Shekinah cloud suddenly moved around the Israelites and positioned on shore at the side of the nation of Israel.

I can just imagine the feeling Pharaoh had upon seeing his prey up out of the dry sea floor on land and ready to escape into the wilderness beyond. With a shout of anger he ordered his army to attack. A quarter of a million soldiers surged ahead, eager to finish off the former slaves. Yes, that’s 250,000 men!

They got closer and could see their prey on the shore ahead. But suddenly the seabed became soft and the wheels of the chariots began to bog down snapping from the axles and stranding the chariots where they stuck. The horses of the cavalry slipped and fell, dumping riders onto the muddy seabed. The Egyptians recognized that the Lord was fighting for Israel and they frantically began to retreat. Sloshing through the deepening mud, they struggled to get back to the Egyptian side of the gulf.

Then from the cloud, God told Moses to stretch out his hand and hold his walking stick out over the sea. Moses did and the wind abruptly stopped, allowing the walls of water to collapse. As the morning sun burst out over the scene, the entire Egyptian force was deluged by the sea.

Pandemonium changed to panic. The Egyptians were trapped at the bottom of 10 to 50 feet of seawater. Covered by the deep water, the pharaoh and his entire army drowned. Many bodies washed up on the shore near Moses confirming that no one had survived and was left to harm them. Wild jubilation broke out as the people of Israel celebrated and sang praises to God.

They had escaped the bondage in Egypt. And the cloud was still there with them. More of their sojourn lay ahead as they moved out into the desert and all the way to the Promised Land.
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Pillar Cloud

Continues to Appear

In all their travels, whenever the column of smoke

moved from the tent, the Israelites would break camp.

But if the column didn’t move, they wouldn’t break camp.

EXODUS 40:36
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THE ISRAELITES WERE SAFELY away from the Egyptian threat. But they still faced dangers and disappointments. The cloud moved over in front and led the nation into the Desert of Shur at the north end of the Sinai Peninsula. They walked for three days without finding water. And

they began to complain. Finally they came to Marah, a place with water, but the water was bitter. Moses tossed some wood into the bitter pool, and the water instantly became sweet and drinkable.

As the people quenched their thirst and tended to their flocks and herds, Moses told the people what God commanded regarding laws and rules for them to follow. He explained that if they obeyed God, they would never have to suffer any of the diseases inflicted on the Egyptians.

The cloud moved leading the people to Elim. The oasis here had 12 springs and 70 palm trees, so they camped here until the cloud moved again. And so began around three years of  traveling, making and then breaking camp as they headed toward Canaan led by the cloud of glory.

At Mount Sinai, the Israelites constructed a special tent with a tabernacle for offering sacrifices to God. The Shekinah cloud entered the tent and moved outside only when it was time for the people to move along on their sojourn. Numbers 9 describes how the cloud covered the tabernacle with the Tent of Meeting from evening until morning. It appeared like a cloud of smoke during the day and as fire during the night. When it moved, the Israelites broke camp

and followed the cloud.

The cloud led them to Rephidim near Mount Horeb where God instructed Moses to strike a rock releasing water for the people to drink. Two months after they had left Egypt, Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, located them in the desert and brought Moses’ wife and sons to him. Jethro helped Moses organize the nation into groups with appointed leaders who would resolve minor issues between the people. Moses would hear the difficult cases and judge after getting direction from God.

Numbers 12 describes an incident where Miriam and Aaron became jealous of the wife Moses chose and were severely chastised by God speaking out of the cloud at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. When the Shekinah cloud moved away from the tent, Miriam had become leprous and the leprosy afflicted her for seven days.

According to the Jewish Seder ‘Olam ix, the cloud left when Aaron died and the Ark of the Covenant became the substitute dwelling place of God. It was carried ahead of the Israelites by priests until the Philistines took the ark away from the sinful Hebrews. Then God left the Ark and dwelling place. But the cloud of Shekinah was always there, unseen until God wanted to make it visible.

When the Israelites reached the Promised Land about 1406 BC, the cloud of Shekinah no longer led the Hebrew nation from place to place. But it did appear periodically to chastise, punish, or inform the Israelite people. It was present when major incidents occurred.

Around 570 BC during the exile of the Israelites to Babylon, the prophet Ezekiel (Ezekiel 1:1-28) saw a great cloud come out of the north with a stormy wind (Ezekiel 1). It was bright and fire continually flashed in it. Ezekiel 1:28 confirms that this cloud was a visual appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.

According to the Bible, the Shekinah cloud appeared several more times (around 33 AD). In the New Testament, Luke 9:29 describes the transfiguration of Christ. The appearance of Jesus changed and his clothing became bright white. Two men appeared and began talking with Jesus about his pending departure. Peter, John and James saw them and suggested to Jesus that they make three tabernacles: one for Jesus, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.

A cloud overshadowed them and they became frightened as it covered them. But a voice from within the cloud told them that Jesus was the Son of God. The voice commanded them to listen to Him. Then the cloud and Moses and Elijah disappeared and Jesus stood alone with the apostles.

The next time a cloud is mentioned in the New Testament is in Acts 1:9 when Jesus ascended into heaven. After talking with the apostles, Jesus was taken up into a cloud, and they no longer could see him. Suddenly two men in white were standing by them. They told the apostles that

Jesus will come back from heaven in the same way that they saw him leave. He will come back in a Shekinah cloud (Acts 1:11).
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Strange Food (Manna)

Provides Daily Food

... in the morning, there was a layer of dew around

the camp. When the dew was gone, the ground was

covered with a thin layer of flakes like frost on the ground.

EXODUS 16:13-14
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WHILE THE ISRAELITES CONTINUED their exodus, they often complained about their condition. God patiently provided for their needs.

When their food ran out, He sent meat in the form of quail. Then He provided food for baking. Each morning (except on the Sabbath) the Israelites found the ground covered with a thin layer of flakes that looked like frost. It was edible and tasted like coriander seeds. The Israelites used it to make wafers of sweet-tasting food. They called it “manna.” In Hebrew, manna means “What is it?”

They collected and ate manna for the next 40 years. Manna last appeared on the ground the morning after celebrating the Passover at Gilgal, a new town in the Jericho plain of the Promised Land. From then on no more manna appeared, and they ate crops and produce that grew there in Canaan. (Joshua 5:12)
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Commandments

Etched on

Stone Tablets

Then He gave him the two tablets with His words

on them, stone tablets inscribed by God Himself.

EXODUS 31:18
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MOSES WAS UP ON MOUNT SINAI for 40 days and 40 nights getting specific instructions from God. God wrote His law in the form of 10 Commandments on both sides of two stone tablets. He gave the tablets to Moses so he could share these laws with the Israelites and teach them His rules for life and living.

Moses started back down the mountain carrying the tablets, but when he reached the base of Mount Sinai, he found that his brother Aaron, had allowed the people to revert to idolatry. They had constructed and were worshiping a golden calf.

In a fit of rage, Moses threw the tablets down smashing them on the ground (Exodus 32:19). Then he smashed the idol of the golden calf into tiny pieces
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