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JAPANESE GIANT HORNET
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FAST FACTS

	Length: Up to 2 inches 

	Sting Strength: Strong enough to pierce skin 

	Habitat: Forests and rural Japan 

	Known For: Deadly stinger + group attacks 


“The Japanese Giant Hornet isn’t just big — it’s a flying tank. 

Armed with a massive stinger and venom that can melt tissue, this insect leads team attacks that wipe out entire bee colonies in minutes. You do not want to meet one up close.”
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BULLET ANT
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FAST FACTS

	Length: Up to 1.2 inches

	Sting Pain: The most painful of any insect

	Habitat: Central & South America

	Known For: 24-hour burning sting and warrior rituals


The bullet ant’s sting feels like a gunshot — that’s how it got its name. Victims describe hours of fiery, throbbing pain. In some South American tribes, warriors wear gloves filled with bullet ants as a test of strength. One sting is unforgettable. A dozen? Brutal.
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ASSASSIN BUG
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FAST FACTS

	Length: Up to 1 inch

	Bite Type: Piercing mouthpart injects venom

	Habitat: Tropics, subtropics, and southern U.S.

	Known For: “Kissing bug” nickname and toxic bite


The Assassin Bug doesn’t play fair — it paralyzes prey with venom and sucks out the insides like a smoothie. Some species even sneak bites on sleeping humans, which can spread a serious disease called Chagas. One bite, and you’ll never forget it.
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BOTFLY
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FAST FACTS

	Length: Up to 0.75 inches (larva stage)

	Infection Method: Lays eggs on mosquitoes or skin

	Habitat: Central & South America

	Known For: Larvae that burrow into human skin


The Botfly is the stuff of nightmares. Its tiny larva hitches a ride on mosquitoes or sneaks in directly, then burrows into skin to grow — squirming under the surface for weeks. It’s gross, it’s real, and it’s unforgettable.
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BROWN RECLUSE SPIDER
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FAST FACTS

	Size: About 0.5 inches

	Venom: Can cause necrotic skin wounds

	Habitat: Midwest and Southern U.S.

	Known For: Hiding in closets, sheds, and basements


The Brown Recluse doesn’t want to bother you — but if you surprise it, its bite can cause serious skin damage. These spiders are shy, silent, and often go unnoticed... until it's too late. Look for the violin shape on its back.
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TARANTULA HAWK WASP
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FAST FACTS

	Length: Up to 2 inches

	Sting Strength: Among the most painful known

	Habitat: Southwest U.S., Central & South America

	Known For: Hunting and paralyzing tarantulas


This wasp hunts tarantulas — yes, really. It stings to paralyze them, then drags the spider back to its burrow... alive. A single sting is among the most painful of any insect, but thankfully, it only lasts a few minutes. You’ll remember it forever.
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DRIVER ANT (SIAFU)
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FAST FACTS

	Length: Up to 1.5 inches

	Bite Strength: Powerful jaws that lock on

	Habitat: Sub-Saharan Africa

	Known For: Massive swarms and overwhelming prey


Driver ants don’t attack alone — they march by the millions. With powerful jaws that lock shut and a reputation for devouring anything in their path, these ants are a force of nature. Some villages even evacuate when they show up.
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KISSING BUG
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FAST FACTS

	Length: Up to 1 inch

	Bite Type: Blood-sucking

	Habitat: Southern U.S., Central & South America

	Known For: Spreading Chagas disease


The Kissing Bug gets its name from biting near the lips while people sleep. But the real danger comes later — its feces can carry a parasite that causes Chagas disease, a serious illness that may go unnoticed for years.
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