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This Book 
 
"Islands/Non-Islands" is a series dedicated to travelers rather 
than tourists: they know that the right island exists for 
everyone. This series is inspired by the principle that the 
world is a collection of islands and each one is a world of its 
own, and that this world is based on an obvious truth: islands 
are divided into real and imaginary, simple and complex.  
Syros, the binary is a book that should be read at the end of a 
vacation. It is not a guidebook; it resembles more the notes 
you might find in your notebook at the end of a stay. It is not 
a text to be consulted; it should be read to rediscover the 
ideas gathered while wandering up and down the island, and 
during the evenings when you sat just breathing in the sea.  
Probably—surely, in fact—you would write something 
different from the texts I have gathered, but we would 
nevertheless share the desire to take possession of these 
places to make them into something different from a tourist 
destination identical to a hundred others.  


In this book, you will not find descriptions of beaches and 
restaurants, flight and ferry prices, B&Bs and boutique hotels, 
museum hours, or event calendars. Instead, you will find fairy 
tales, stories, history, and photographs. To travel is to 
remember. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Syros belongs to the categorie of  complex Islands,
With its binary destiny
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
Syra
 
"There is an island called Syra, if ever you heard of it,
below Ortygia, where the sun sets,
not very populated, truly, but good,
rich in cows, flocks, vines, and wheat.
Hunger never touches that people, nor any other
hateful plague that afflicts wretched mortals,
but when the generations of men grow old in that city,
Apollo of the silver bow, coming with Artemis,
reaches them with his gentle arrows and kills them.
There are two towns: everything is divided into two parts 
between them..."
— Homer, The Odyssey, XV
 
 


 
 
Viaggiare è ricordare. I viaggiatori sanno che esiste per ognuno l'isola 
giusta. /Le isole si dividono in reali e immaginarie.
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The Island
 
Our knowledge of the island progresses hand in hand with 
our knowledge of Modern Greek, always with a grateful 
thought for the Ancient Greek professors of our High School. 
The fact is that detailed histories of Syros can only be found in 
Greek.  
However, we are beginning to understand something.  
Between 2800 and 22 BC [Tra il 2800 e il 22 a.C.]
Syra or Syria—from which Sirianì, the inhabitants—is divided 
into two centers, as Homer reports and as it will always be: 
Kalandrianì and Kastrì.  
The evidence of the excavations, the fruits of which can be 
admired in the Cycladic Museum of Athens and in the small 
Museum in Miaouli Square, can be encountered at the end of 
the long walk that leads to Kalandrianì and Kastrì, on the 
north-eastern coast.  
A second urban settlement stood at Aghia Paku, near 
Galissas, which today is reduced to a mirror image of our 
Rimini.  


The third Syros covers a section of today's Ermoupoli, in the 
shape of an amphitheater: these are the years of Greek, 
Roman, and Byzantine classical antiquity. 
 
Between the fifth and fourth centuries BC, Syros was a member 
of the Athenian alliance. In the third century BC, the entire 
Cyclades archipelago fell under the Egyptian sphere of 
influence; in the second century BC, the Cyclades became part of 
the territories controlled by Philip of Macedon. Unfortunately, 
we have scarce historical, epigraphical, and archaeological 
information about the Cyclades from this period. Only a few 
stones remain visible, the perimeter wall of what was probably 
a theatre. All the others are there, and they are all around you: 
they were used to erect the stone palaces of the wealthy and 
sumptuous nineteenth-century Ermoupolis.  
It seems, for example, that the baptismal font in the Church of the 
Metamorphosis in Odos Omirou is the base of a statue dedicated by 
the Syrians to the Emperor Hadrian and stolen by the Russians in 
1770, when they left the island after an occupation that lasted four 
years. Between 1843 and 1882, as another example, four steps of 
the ancient Greek theatre—also used as a meeting place—were 
discovered in a house on Via Clistene.  


The classical city thus flourished around the 6th century BC and 
covered, approximately, the area where the Apollon Theatre, 
Miaouli Square, the waterfront, Odos Stamatiou Proiou, and the 
area of Pefkakia (little pines) now stand; Alana (from the Turkish 
alan, open space); Katalimata (lodgings).  
In Constantinos Krotzinis's "History of Syros, Ano Syros, and 
Ermoupoli" we read—in Greek, of course: The hill of Syros that 
bears the name Katalimata provides abundant documentation of 
ancient constructions, including what remains of the Acropolis wall 
and the ruins of a cistern. On the western slopes of Katalimata, 
bordered by the Lalakias torrent, stood the city cemetery and the 
temples of Athena Fratria, Isis, and Poseidon Asfaleios.  
Delagratsia, later Posidonia, is the fourth stage of the pre-Christian 
and Christian years.
The fifth is Ano Syros, founded in 1207.  
In 1566, the entire island passed under Turkish rule. Throughout the 
period of its occupation, it would remain under the protection of the 
Pope and the King of France. From the sixteenth until the 
eighteenth century, only 250 out of the island's 2,500 inhabitants 
were Orthodox.  
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