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ﻣﺮﺣﺒﺎ | (Mer-hah-bahn) or Hello.

ﻣﺮﺣﺒﺎ | (Mer-hah-bahn) or Hello. | My name is Salma (sahl-mah).

Other books in this series include:

About the Author

Sign up for Jamie Pedrazzoli's Mailing List

The names in this book are used fictitiously

and any resemblance of persons is

coincidental. The facts in this book are based

on information provided to the author.

I attempted to put the sound of foreign words

in parenthesis to help you pronounce them

easier.

Please remember that I speak English so I am

attempting to help others pronounce the

words by the way I hear them.
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ﻣﺮﺣﺒﺎ

(Mer-hah-bahn) or Hello.
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My name is Ishmael (ees-my-ell). I live in

the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan located

in Southwest Asia.
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I am a Bedouin (Bed-ah-wee-in). Our name

means ‘Desert People.’ I live a nomadic

lifestyle, which means I travel a lot.

My family usually moves from one water

source to another. Most Bedouins are animal

herders who migrate into the desert during the

rainy winter season and move back toward

the cultivated land in the dry summer months.

We live in tents called Byoot Shars (bah-yoot

sharz). My house is made of hair!

That’s right you heard me correctly. My house

is a tent made of hair from goats and camels.

We choose to live in tents so that we can

easily assemble and disassemble our homes

​

My family raises sheep and goats.
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Inside my home, there is an area for men

called the shig, and an area for the woman

called the mahram. The divider is called the

saha. Guests always enter on the men’s side.

Inside my home I have rugs and mattresses

that are stuffed with wool. We use mattresses

to sleep and sit.

The rugs are made on a loom and dyed colors

made from vegetable dyes. They are called

b’saat (bah-saat)
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Bedouins are known for making silver jewelry.

We have no electricity.

We use camels for transportation. As a

cultural tradition, camel races are held during

celebratory occasions, such as weddings or

religious festivals.

Have you ever taken a ride on a camel?

We usually eat dates, milk, yogurt, meat, and

cheese from animals.

Mansaf is a Bedouin dish that is served on

special occasions. It is made from lamb,

drizzled with a yogurt sauce, and served with

rice, almonds, and pine nuts.
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For entertainment, we watch a Sahjeh or

dance that tells a story from the past.

I want to tell you more facts about my country.

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is almost

landlocked and only has 6 miles or 26

kilometers of coastline on the Gulf of Aqaba.

The East and South coasts of Jordan are

dominated by the Syrian Desert also known

as the North Arabian Desert. It is covered in

volcanic lava, basalt, and sand. This area is

unfit for agriculture.
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The Southern area consists of rock formations

that stick out above ground made up of

sandstone and granite.

East of the Jordan River is the uplands. They

are 2,000 to 3,000 feet in elevation and are

home to most of the population.
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There are valleys, streams, and riverbeds that

crisscross the uplands.

This is me in front of the Jordan River.
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The Jordan Valley forms part of the Great Rift

Valley which extends into Africa. It has steep

slopes.

The Dead Sea is in the central area of the

Great Rift Valley. North of the Dead Sea is the

most fertile land.

South of the Dead Sea is the Wadi al-Arabah

which is believed to contain minerals and this

is part of the border that separates Israel from

Jordan.

Both the Eastern and Southern areas of

Jordan have desert climates. The Capital city

of Amman has a temperature of 79 degrees

Fahrenheit or 26 Degrees Celsius in the

summer.

In the winter the temperature is 46 degrees

Fahrenheit or 8 degrees Celsius.

The desert regions can reach 120 degrees

Fahrenheit or 49 degrees Celsius.

​

Here is a photo of me and my sister, Naya in

the Great Rift Valley.

Did you know that the desert regions receive

less than 4 inches or 10 centimeters of rain

per year?
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The Al Azraq Oasis is 68 miles or 110

kilometers from the capital city of Amman.

This oasis is the only source of water in

Jordan’s entire eastern desert!

The desert that surrounds the oasis consists

of ancient castles. Among these desert

castles is Qasr al-Azraq.
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There is a Wetland Nature Reserve in

Azraq. A boardwalk is being built over the

oasis so you can walk along and enjoy the

wildlife.

What types of wildlife can be found in

Jordan?

In the Oasis, you'll discover the flamingo

along with a variety of other birds,

including the Sinai Rose Finch, which

holds the title of the National Bird of

Jordan.
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You’ll also find the Imperial Eagle, Kestrel

(which is a kind of falcon), and the Griffon

Vulture here.

There are water buffalo that like to come to

the Oasis of Azraq to cool down in the hot

summers.

The endangered Nubian Ibex, Syrian wolf,

gazelle, wildcat, fox, mongoose, roe deer, and

striped hyena are a few of the animals found

in Jordan.
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The Dana Reserve holds over 698 plant

species and about 555 animal species!

The Shaumari Reserve holds the national

animal of Jordan, the Arabian Oryx. This

beautiful animal is endangered and there

are only about 200 that roam free here.
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Many lizards and snakes can be found in

Jordan, including the dangerous Palestinian

viper and the Puff Adder.

There are also poisonous scorpions found in

desert areas.
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There is only one seaport in Jordan and that is

in Aqaba. It is a thriving tourist attraction

because it holds rare marine life and coral.

People come here to swim, snorkel, dive,

picnic, and go to the beach.
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Starfish, sea cucumber, crab, shrimp, urchin,

fish, black tip sharks, hammerhead sharks,

and whale sharks can be found in these

waters.

The Black Iris is the National Flower.

98% of the people in Jordan are Arab. The

three main groups are the Transjordan,

Palestinian Arabs, and the Bedouins. The 2%

remaining is made up of other ethnic groups.

The official language in my country is Arabic.

English is also widely spoken here.
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Spoken Arabic is called ‘Aami.’ Written Arabic

is called, ‘Fusha.’

The Arabic Script is written and read from

right to left and consists of 28 letters.

Here are some phrases in the Arabic language. This is the Bedouin dialect.

––––––––
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Welcome

ﻟﻚ ﺷﻜﺮ ﺃﻟﻒ (alf shukr luck)

Thank you

ﺍﻟﺨﻴﺮ ﺳﺎﺀﻡ (massa al-khah yair)

Good Evening

ﻭﺳﻬﻼ ﺃﻫﻼ (ahlan wasah lahn)

​

ﻋﻠﻴﻜﻢ ﺳﻼﻡﻝﺍ (al-salam wha lee koom)

Peace be upon you.

ﻭﺩﺍﻋﺎ (wah dah)

Goodbye.
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ﻣﺮﺣﺒﺎ

(Mer-hah-bahn) or Hello.
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My name is Malik (mah-leek). I live in

Aqaba.

Aqaba is a port city in Jordan, situated

along the Gulf of Aqaba on the Red Sea.
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What is there to do where I live?

Numerous visitors explore the Aqaba Bird

Observatory, enjoy the attractions at Aqaba

Water Park, relax in the Ayla Oasis, and

unwind at the Berenice Beach Club.

They also visit the Sharif Hussain Mosque,

admire the natural beauty of the Wadi Rum

protected area, discover the Aqaba

Museum, and experience the historical

significance of Aqaba Fort, all while dining

at various local restaurants.
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The estimated population of Jordan in 2024

was 11.2 million.

The currency we use here is the Jordan Dinar.

0.71 JOD equals about $1 US dollar.

The major religions here are Islam and

Christianity. About 97 % of the people practice

Islam; 3 % practice Christianity.
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In the Islam faith, we believe in one God,

Allah. We believe that Muhammad was his

prophet.

We pray 5 times a day, donate money to the

poor, and journey on a pilgrimage to the Holy

City of Mecca in Saudi Arabia once in our

lifetime.

Our place of worship is called a Mosque.

There are separate areas for men and

women.

Here is a photo of me and my brother, Ahmed

(ah-mehd) in front of the Aqaba Mosque.
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This is the flag of Jordan. It has horizontal

bands of black, white, and green.

This represents the Abbasid, Umayyad, and

Fatimid dynasties. The red triangle stands for

the great Arab revolt of 1916 and the

Hashemite dynasty.
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