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Introduction
What’s the 9-to-5 grind? It’s a slang term for the traditional work schedule of 9am to 5pm. Jobs that are repetitive and or mundane often fall under this term. Jobs that offer little flexibility and autonomy fall under this term as well.
We refer to it as a grind for a couple of reasons. One, it’s difficult to find time for other important aspects of life. Family, friends, and hobbies are some of these. Two, it’s stressful dealing with daily commute, traffic, and office politics. Trust me, I commute and deal with traffic every work day. I have dealt with traffic in Southern California. I deal with traffic in Oahu, Hawaii. I plan my schedule around peak hours of traffic. It’s exhausting.
Despite these drawbacks, 9 to 5 is still the most common work schedule in the world. Many people like the stability, predictability, and reliability. People enjoy their regular paychecks.
Escaping the 9 to 5 is a growing trend. People want more flexibility and control over their lives. many people feel trapped in their jobs. They long for the freedom to work when, where, and how they want. 
Other people want to pursue their passion. many people are realizing that they hate their job. Or at least, they don’t enjoy it. They dream of something that they are passionate about. 
How about spending time with their loved ones? Many people are waking up to the fact that they are wasting time away from their loved ones. The 9 to 5 grind makes it difficult to find time for family and friends.
What about the stress that comes with the grind? People are looking for ways to improve their work-life balance. The regular paycheck does not make up for the commute, turmoil of the office, and anxiety for not being there for your family.
Besides, you want more money anyway. Otherwise, you wouldn’t be reading this book. Let’s be honest, prices of everything is up and will not come down until the next recession or crash. Interest rates are going up. Everything is going up, except your paycheck. 
That’s where making money online comes in. You have an unlimited potential to earn money.  I think we have too many options, actually. It’s overwhelming. The facts remain, though. Making money online gives you flexibility, control, and variety. 
When you find a way to make money online, you can work from anywhere in the world. At any time, too. You control your work schedule and workload. You can choose your passion or diversify into multiple income streams. I prefer the latter, of course. It takes time, energy, and commitment, though. 
Look for online money making opportunities with a low start up cost. There are many options that fall under this category. Consider those options that have a potential for passive income. This is the best way to ensure your financial freedom. Make money while you are sleeping or doing something else. Like you and the family went to Bali on vacation.
In this book, I will cover 7 proven ways to make money online. I will offer resources and options for you to try. If you prefer to skip the rest of the reading, check out the Money Academy. While I cover 7 ways to making money online, the Money Academy gives you more. It gives you access to 25+ high income skills with video tutorials. It gives so much more than that, of course. So if you have heard enough and want to take action now, go to the Money Academy.
If you are still with me, thank you. I promise I will not short change you on the 7 ways as I know them. First, let me introduce myself. My name is Jose Montanez. I’m a husband, father, entrepreneur, and active duty U.S. Marine. For the past 3 years, I have explored different ways to making money online. I have NOT made my first million dollars and I am NOT an online success. At least not yet. 
Since 2020, I tried drop shipping and made some money there. I moved away from it because I was leaking too much money and did not figure out the marketing piece. That was my mistake. That’s why I began to learn marketing and copywriting. I am now building a new drop shipping store. It will come online and available to you by the end of October 2023. 
From the drop shipping store, I move to freelancing on Fiverr. I gave that up rather quickly. The anxiety of failing at a gig dry humped me into submission. Yes, I know. I was a little bitch about it. I hazed and corrected myself since then. Then, I moved to direct sales as an Independent Distributor for Enagic©. I have made some money from that but not enough to keep me excited. You can check out my website for more on this. While I still do this today, I prefer copywriting and marketing. And I use it in my Enagic© business.
From direct sales, I continue to explore what else was out there for me. Then I stumble upon affiliate marketing. Of course, I had heard of affiliate marketing before. I never looked into it, though. At first, the idea was daunting. Then I realize that I can include affiliate links in my writing. I was already doing that on Medium and other platforms. I was learning how to write copy when I was attempting to promote my drop shipping store and Enagic© business. So why not?
That brings me to this book. Here I share the ways I have learn throughout my journey of learning how to make money online. And there are so many more ways out there, by the way. So I will keep it real with you. I want to help you. In helping you, I help myself.
I included affiliate links in this book. Thus, I earn a commission when you buy using one of my links. Thank you for your support. Congratulations on your investment! 
I hope this inspires you to keep reading. You will still get value from reading this book. You can still use the ways I wrote about. You can branch out and go at it your own way instead of using my links. That’s ok. I do want you to pursue your passion in breaking your 9 to 5 grind. 
Enjoy!
 

Chapter 1: Start a Drop Shipping Business
The first way of make money online is drop shipping. This is a business model where a store doesn’t keep the products it sells in stock. Instead, when a customers buys a product, the store contacts the supplier. Then the supplier ships it directly to the customer. As a result, the seller doesn’t have to handle the fulfillment of the order. The supplier handles the logistics associated with the order. 
Drop shipping is a popular business model. It’s easy to start and has low overhead costs. But, it’s important to note that drop shipping is not a get-rich quick scheme. It takes time and effort to build a successful drop shipping business.
	Benefits 	Challenges
	Low start up costs:	You don’t need to invest in inventory upfront.	Low profit margins:	This depends on the products you sell.
	Easy to start:	You can start with a laptop and an internet connection.	Limited control:	You have no control over the shipping process or quality of the product.
	Scalable:	You can scale it up or down as needed.	Competition:	There’s a lot of competition in this industry, so it’s difficult to stand out.
	Flexible:  	You can work from anywhere in the world.	 
	 


If I interested you in starting a drop shipping business, consider the following steps. Look for a platform that supports features tailored to drop shipping. Product management, payment processing, shipping integration, and marketing and SEO tools are some of these. I recommend these features at least. Otherwise, you will have to do a lot of the manually. This will drain you time and energy. Consider the following platforms:
	Shopify	WooCommerce	BigCommerce
	Good for beginners	Good option for entrepreneurs 	Good option for enterprises
	Easy to use	WordPress themes	Scalable
	Wide rage of features	Free plug in to a WordPress website	Wide range of features
	Large app store	Wide range of features	Large app store

I recommend Shopify. That’s the platform I used for my first Shopify store. This is still the platform I am using the new, upcoming store. Shopify has a user-friendly interface and a drag-and-drop editor You can create and customize your store without any coding knowledge. This was huge for me. I am technology lover but a caveman of knowing how it works. 
Shopify has a wide range of features. These are essential for drop shipping businesses. It includes the features that I mentioned and so much more. Shopify has a large app store. Like on an iPhone, there’s an app for just about anything on Shopify. Features such as abandoned cart recovery, product reviews, and social media integration. For the Android users out there, I am sure the Android has a marketplace that has an app for just about anything as well. Apple coined the phrase, though. So get over it. I still love you guys!
Shopify is scalable. You can grow your business as needed with ease. Shopify plans start at $29 a month. Furthermore, there are no transaction fees with Shopify.
Shopify also has excellent customer support. You being the customer in this case. They will get you the help you need 24/7.
Shopify stores are secured, fast, and reliable. Moreover, they are mobile friendly. That means your customers can buy from their phones and tablets without hassle.
Tips to Getting Started
When starting a drop shipping business, consider the following tips:
1. Niche. Focus on high-demand niches. Some of the most popular niches in 2023 are: 
	Pet supplies

	Home and garden

	Health and beauty

	Electronics

	Clothing and fashion

2. High-Quality Products. It’s important to sell high quality products. Conduct product research and choose a reputable supplier. Your product will determine your profit margin and please your customers. You need the latter for your business to survive. Look for unique products. The ones that are not widely available. AliBaba AliExpress, and Temu are good sources for research. They may not have the best suppliers, though. 
3. Excellent Customer Service. Customer expect excellent customer service when shopping online. You have to response and resolve their issues promptly. Otherwise, you will lose them as customers. Use the help of artificial intelligence for this. You will find apps that can help you with this. You handle bigger problems.
4. Invest in Marketing. Marketing is essential for any business. Drop shipping is no exception. You can market your business through social media, SEO, and paid advertising. This is the part that I failed the first time I tried drop shipping. 
5. Reliable Suppliers. I touched on this already. It’s so important that I must hit it again. This time as a standalone in case you skipped the previous bullet. Choose a supplier that has high-quality products and fast shipping. For your business’ survival, high-quality products. For your customers loyalty, fast shipping. New customers will likely care more about getting it right away. Once you have their trust, they are likely to wait a little longer to get a quality product. But, if the product takes up 3 weeks to arrive and it’s a shit product, you bet your ass that you lost that customer. They will likely leave a nasty review as well.
6. Build a Strong Brand. A strong bond helps attract new customers and build a loyal following. Focus on developing a unique brand identity and creating a positive customer experience.
7. Social Media Marketing. I touched on this previously as well. Leverage the power of social media to increase profits. TikTok, Pinterest, and Facebook are best for a drop shipping store. This is because you can share individual links to precuts rather than the store. You can target your audience with a specific product. Instagram is a great platform, but less so for a drop shipping business. Instagram allows limits the umber of inks you can have on your bio. While you can create a shop on Instagram, as a user myself, it’s not very friendly. Consider relevant hashtags, and running social media contests and giveaways.
8. Track your Results. This important for you to see what’s working and what’s not. Hire help if you need it. This is another area that I failed the first time.
Resources:
Here’s a couple of resources for your drop shipping business building endeavors: 
	Income Hive University
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