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    WILLIAM FAULKNER


    AMERICAN WRITER


    
      	Born in New Albany, Mississippi in 1897.


      	Died in Byhalia, Mississippi in 1962.


      	
        Notable works:

        
          	The Sound and the Fury (1929), novel


          	As I Lay Dying (1930), novel


          	Absalom, Absalom! (1936), novel

        

      

    


    Born William Cuthbert Falkner (the correct spelling of his family name), the winner of the 1949 Nobel Prize in Literature grew up in a literary family while also learning to ride horses, hunt and fish. His strongest influences were his mother, who encouraged him to read and draw, and his nanny Caroline Barr.


    He did not graduate from high school, and then managed to enlist in the Canadian Royal Airforce by pretending to be British, but World WarI ended before he flew any active missions, which did not stop him from adopting the persona (and the uniform) of an RAF pilot when he returned to Mississippi.


    Prior to 1926, when his debut novel Soldiers’ Pay was published, he wrote mainly poetry and absorbed the work of modernists such as the British-American poet T.S Elliot (1888-1965) and the Irish novelist James Joyce (1882-1941). He was advised by the American writer Sherwood Anderson (1876-1941) to write stories based on the rural Mississippi countryside that included his home town of Oxford, advice which resulted in his creation of the fictional Yoknapatawpha County, which became the setting for the majority of his novels.


    When he published the controversial novel Sanctuary in 1931, it sold well and aroused interest in his earlier novels such as The Sound and the Fury (1929). This book, and his novels published during the 1930s, such as Light in August (1932) and Absalom, Absalom! (1936), are usually considered his best work, and have attracted more analyses and criticism than any other 20th century writer, due to his dense, challenging text full of symbolism, linguistic experimentation and deeply flawed characters.


    Faulkner continued to write on difficult themes such as race, death and sexuality through the 1940s and 1950s. He died from thrombosis developed after a riding accident in 1962.

  


  
    SANCTUARY


    A DESPERATELY GRIM TALE OF EVIL AND INJUSTICE IN THE DEEP SOUTH


    Content Warning: Rape, sexual violence, sexual enslavement


    In dealing with the themes and content of Faulkner’s novel, this study guide contains descriptions that some readers may find distressing.


    
      	Genre: novel


      	Reference edition: Faulkner, W. (2011) Sanctuary. London: Vintage.


      	1st edition: 1931


      	Themes: rape, evil, law, justice, lust, gender, the Deep South

    


    William Faulkner completed his first manuscript of Sanctuary in 1929, but was informed by his publisher that the story was too lurid for publication. Nonetheless, Faulkner kept editing and adjusting, and the novel was published by Jonathan Cape in 1931. In 1933, a film adaptation titled The Story of Temple Drake was released, and although the explicit content was watered down, it remained highly controversial. Another film version, titled Sanctuary and directed by Tony Richardson (English filmmaker, 1928-1991), was released in 1961. This second version brought in elements from Faulkner’s 1951 sequel to Sanctuary, Requiem for a Nun.


    Having abandoned his wife and step-daughter, lawyer Horace Benbow is in need of a project to take his mind off things. Unfortunately for him, the case that lands in his lap is an unwinnable one: a twisted tale of rape and murder among the criminal underclass of Faulkner’s fictional Yoknapatawpha County. The young debutante, Temple Drake – the daughter of a judge – is another upper-class outsider, with no business among ragged moonshiners and their common-law wives. It is only through a mean stroke of fate that she ends up trapped, kidnapped and enslaved by the murderous booze-runner, Popeye – surely one of Faulkner’s vilest creations. Faulkner was reputed to have thought of Sanctuary as his potboiler, but in reality it reads like a kind of anti-thriller. Each vividly drawn location, from the moonshiners’ hideout to Miss Reba’s brothel in Memphis, feels designed to make the reader feel trapped and breathless – smothered by the Southern climate, and the thick, nauseating vapours of violence and lust.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    CHAPTERS I-IV


    While hitchhiking from Kinston to Jefferson, lawyer Horace Benbow is accosted by Popeye – a sinister criminal who is currently staying at Lee Goodwin’s moonshine distillery. Popeye brings Benbow to Goodwin’s house, and Benbow is treated to dinner and a sample of the produce. Benbow talks drunkenly about his wife and step-daughter, who he has left for good. He is struck by Lee Goodwin’s common-law wife, Ruby Lamar, who used to work as a streetwalker, and has a young sickly infant.


    The next afternoon, Benbow has reached his sister Narcissa’s house, just outside Jefferson. He meets the young bachelor Gowan Stevens, a graduate from Virginia who has been courting Narcissa. That same night, Gowan Stevens is taking a young lady student at Ole Miss, Temple Drake, to a dance. The dance finishes and he drops her off, after making a plan to go with her to the baseball the next day on an early train. Driving back, Gowan picks up some local lads who advise him where to procure some alcohol, and the four of them go out to Lee Goodwin’s.


    The next morning, Gowan wakes up in his car – having passed out after last night’s binge. He has missed the train, but manages to catch up with it at the next station, where Temple disembarks – highly unimpressed at Gowan’s condition. He commits to getting them to the game by car, but also decides to drop by Goodwin’s again to pick up more alcohol. Coming towards the house, Gowan, still somewhat drunk, crashes into a tree that lies across the road. Luckily neither of them are injured.


    CHAPTERS V-IX


    Popeye and Tommy, Goodwin’s mentally-impaired helper, are nearby when the crash happens, and they escort Gowan and Temple up to the house. Temple is immediately alarmed by the atmosphere of the place, and Ruby Lamar warns her to leave before nightfall, and cruelly upbraids her for her naivety and fickleness. Gowan is busy getting drunk again. Lee Goodwin and another colleague, Van, arrive back at the house, and Van makes unpleasant advances towards Temple at dinner. Van and Gowan have a brief tussle, while Goodwin attempts to make peace. By now it is nighttime, and Temple takes refuge in a guest room. Gowan has passed out drunk and the men barge in, throwing him on the bed. Under the watch of Ruby Lamar and Tommy, Temple remains safe for now, as the men head out to make a delivery. Under the cover of darkness, Ruby takes Temple out to the grain barn, where she spends the night guarding her.


    Chapters X-XIV


    The next morning, Gowan – still a bit drunk – goes to dispatch a car for the two of them, but decides he cannot face Temple again after last night. He sends the car back for her, and carries on to town by himself. Although it is daylight, Temple realises that she is still in danger, and that Goodwin and Popeye both mean her harm. Tommy, who is instinctively sympathetic towards her, guards the door of the barn where she is still hiding, but Popeye sneaks in through the back and shoots him in the head with his pistol, killing him. Popeye then proceeds to rape Temple with a corncob. Walking back to the house from the spring, Ruby sees Popeye driving away in his car with Temple, her face “like a small, dead-coloured mask”, in the passenger seat beside him (p.69).


    CHAPTERS XV-XX


    After a thorough dressing-down from his sister, Horace Benbow has moved into their old childhood home in town. Lee Goodwin has been arrested for Tommy’s murder, but fearing reprisals from Popeye, is refusing to cooperate with the police or to offer an alternative version of events. Benbow has taken Goodwin on as a client, and puts Ruby Lamar and the baby up at a hotel (after Narcissa forbids him from letting her stay at their old childhood house). Benbow urges Goodwin to at least give him a full rundown of what happened, but Goodwin stolidly refuses. Finally Ruby gives in and tells Benbow of Temple’s presence at the house that night.


    Leaving Goodwin’s distillery, Popeye drives Temple to Memphis, where he installs her in a brothel run by a sentimental, asthmatic madam, Miss Reba, who summons a doctor to see to Temple’s wounds. Miss Reba is a steady drinker, and under her care, Temple begins to pick up the habit. Temple has effectively been sex trafficked. Despite Miss Reba’s friendliness and the comfort of the accommodation, Temple’s room is really a prison, and she is held there at Popeye’s convenience.


    Benbow travels to Ole Miss to enquire about Temple, but learns only that she has suspended her studies. On the train back, he meets a craven state senator, Clarence Snopes, who reports that Temple’s “paw sent her up north somewhere” (p.120). When Benbow arrives back in Jefferson, he learns that a local committee of women have forced the local hotelier to evict Ruby Lamar. Benbow has another argument with his sister about his involvement in the case.


    CHAPTERS XXI-XXIII


    The senator, Clarence Snopes, meets his cousin at Miss Reba’s brothel in Memphis, and there learns of Temple Drake’s fate. Benbow finally manages to find new accommodation for Ruby and the baby: a “ramshackle house” on the edge of town belonging to a “half-crazed white woman” and manufacturer of spells (p.136). Snopes contacts Benbow and clumsily makes it clear that he will reveal Temple’s location for a bribe, and Benbow agrees. Benbow travels to Memphis and Miss Reba allows him to speak with Temple, who gives him her account of the events of that night and the morning after. Benbow then makes his way back to Jefferson, deeply shaken.


    CHAPTERS XXIV-XXV


    Temple bribes Miss Reba’s servant, Minnie, ten dollars to let her out quickly to make a telephone call. Later, seeming as if she is about to escape, Temple furtively leaves the bordello, but is caught by Popeye and forced into his car. It is only now that the exact nature of Popeye’s abuse begins to become clear. We learn that Popeye apparently cannot perform penetrative sex, and that he has been forcing a local gangster, Red, to rape Temple, while he watches. Temple, meanwhile, has started to develop feelings for Red. Now Popeye drives her to a roadhouse called the Grotto for some kind of showdown between the three of them. In a moment away from Popeye, Temple tries to seduce Red, but he puts her off. She is finally escorted out by some of Popeye’s henchmen, who take her back to the brothel, passing Popeye, who is parked in his car, waiting for Red to leave.


    An extended comic sequence ensues, over which we learn that Red has been shot and killed by Popeye, who has escaped. Red’s funeral becomes a punch-up between drunk mourners, while Miss Reba and two of her friends drown their woes and shake their heads at Popeye’s deviant sexual practices.


    CHAPTERS XXVI-XXXI


    Benbow’s sister Narcissa visits the prosecuting lawyer, District Attorney Eustace Graham, asking him to win the case as quickly as possible. Benbow, meanwhile, now knowing the truth and knowing Temple’s location in Memphis, believes he can get Goodwin off. At court, Temple is called to the stand. D.A. Graham presents the court with the blood-stained corncob, which has been retrieved from the barn, and provocatively suggests “that this is no longer a matter for the hangman, but for a bonfire of gasoline” (p.195). Under examination by Graham, Temple gives false testimony that it was Goodwin that shot Tommy, and Goodwin who committed the rape. At the conclusion of her testimony, Temple’s father comes to the stand and leads her from the court. The jury find Goodwin guilty after only “eight minutes” (p.200). Benbow is disconsolate at the outcome of the trial and later that night wanders into the centre of Jefferson. He discovers Goodwin being lynched by an angry mob, and only narrowly escapes the same fate. Defeated and tired, Benbow returns to his wife and step-daughter in Kinston.


    Popeye has flown the state, but is arrested in Birmingham, Alabama on the way to visit his mother. Ironically, the charge is for a murder that Popeye did not in fact commit. Nonetheless, he is apathetic towards the whole process and has no interest whatsoever in defending himself. We learn some sparse details of his traumatic and neglected childhood, and he is executed for the murder.


    The novel ends with Temple and her father sitting in the Luxembourg Gardens in Paris at dusk. She studies her face in her compact: “a face in miniature sullen and discontented and sad” (p.219).
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