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When I first started learning web development, I remember feeling overwhelmed by the vast number of languages, tools, and tutorials available online. My goal with this book is simple: to give beginners a structured, step-by-step guide to understanding HTML, CSS, and JavaScript—the core building blocks of the web. This book focuses on practical examples and hands-on exercises so that readers can learn by doing. I hope this guide helps you gain confidence and enjoy your journey into web development.
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The internet surrounds us, yet few people understand how websites are built. This book is designed to demystify the process, starting with the fundamentals of HTML, moving through CSS for styling, and finally introducing JavaScript for interactivity. By the end of this book, you will have the knowledge and skills to create functional and visually appealing web pages. Each chapter builds on the previous one, so even complete beginners can follow along and create real projects.
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​Part 1: Introduction to Web Development

​What is Web Development?

Web Development Basics

Web development is all about creating websites and web applications that run in your browser. Every site you visit—whether it’s a blog, an online store, or a social media platform—was made by web developers.

There are two main sides of web development:


●  Frontend (Client-side): This is what users see and interact with—text, images, buttons, menus, and more.
●  Backend (Server-side): This is the behind-the-scenes part that manages databases, logic, and server operations.

Some developers work on both parts; these are called Full Stack developers.





​The Three Core Building Blocks

	HTML (HyperText Markup Language): Gives structure to a webpage. Think of it as the skeleton of your site.
 

	CSS (Cascading Style Sheets): Adds styling and design—colors, fonts, layouts.
 

	JavaScript: Makes your site interactive, letting users click buttons, fill forms, and see animations.
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​Frontend vs Backend vs Full Stack


●  Frontend (Client-side):
Built using HTML, CSS, and JavaScript.
Examples: navigation bars, sliders, forms, animations.
●  Backend (Server-side):
Built with languages like Python, PHP, Node.js, or Java.
Handles storing data, logging in users, and other behind-the-scenes logic.
●  Full Stack:
Combines both frontend and backend skills.
Example: A full-stack developer can design a login page (frontend) and connect it to a database (backend).





​Tools You’ll Need

You don’t need expensive software to get started. Most tools are free:


●  Code Editor: Visual Studio Code (VS Code) – lightweight and powerful.





​How Websites Work


	Your browser sends a request to a server.
 

	The server responds with files (HTML, CSS, JavaScript).
 

	The browser reads these files and displays the website.
 



















​Part 2: HTML – The Structure
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​HTML Document Structure

































​Common HTML Tags






















































​Forms & Inputs



























​Semantic HTML
















​Best Practices














​Part 3: CSS – Styling the Web

​What is CSS?





​Adding CSS to HTML


	Inline CSS – directly inside an HTML tag:
 



	Internal CSS – inside a <style> tag in the <head> section:
 







	External CSS – in a separate .css file linked to HTML:
 










​Selectors & Properties






















​Colors, Fonts, and Text Styling
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​The Box Model


	Content – the actual text or image
 

	Padding – space inside the box around content
 

	Border – wraps around the padding
 

	Margin – space outside the border
 













​Positioning & Layout























​Responsive Design





















​Mini Project: Simple Responsive Page













​Part 4: JavaScript – Adding Interactivity

​Introduction to JavaScript















​Variables, Data Types, and Operators
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​Mini Project: Interactive To-Do List
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​Part 5: Putting It All Together – Build a Portfolio Website


​HTML Structure
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​Hosting Your Website























​Next Steps in Web Development

















​Part 6: Additional Resources




​Recommended Learning Platforms

	freeCodeCamp – Interactive lessons and projects for HTML, CSS, JavaScript, and more.
 Website: https://www.freecodecamp.org
 

	MDN Web Docs – Detailed documentation for web technologies.
 Website: https://developer.mozilla.org
 

	Codecademy – Offers interactive coding lessons and projects.
 Website: https://www.codecademy.com
 

	Coursera & edX – University-level web development courses.
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