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Foreword


About Myself

For many years I struggled to learn
Spanish, and I still knew no more than about twenty words.
Consequently, I was extremely frustrated. One day I stumbled upon
this method as I was playing around with word combinations.
Suddenly, I came to the realization that every language has a
certain core group of words that are most commonly used and, simply
by learning them, one could gain the ability to engage in quick and
easy conversational Spanish.

I discovered which words those were,
and I narrowed them down to three hundred and fifty that, once
memorized, one could connect and create one’s own sentences. The
variations were and are infinite! By using this incredibly simple
technique, I could converse at a proficient level and speak
Spanish. Within a week, I astonished my Spanish-speaking friends
with my newfound ability. The next semester I registered at my
university for a Spanish language course, and I applied the same
principles I had learned in that class (grammar, additional
vocabulary, future and past tense, etc.) to those three hundred and
fifty words I already had memorized, and immediately I felt as if I
had grown wings and learned how to fly.

At the end of the semester, we took a
class trip to San José, Costa Rica. I was like a fish in water,
while the rest of my classmates were floundering and still
struggling to converse. Throughout the following months, I again
applied the same principle to other languages—French, Portuguese,
Italian, and Arabic, all of which I now speak proficiently, thanks
to this very simple technique.

This method is by far the fastest way
to master quick and easy conversational language skills. There is
no other technique that compares to my concept. It is effective, it
worked for me, and it will work for you. Be consistent with my
program, and you too will succeed the way I and many, many others
have.
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Introduction to the Program

You have now reached Part 3 of
Conversational Arabic Quick and Easy: Lebanese Dialect. In Part 1
you learned the 350 words that could be used in an infinite number
of combinations. In Part 2 you moved on to putting these words into
sentences. You learned how to ask for help when your house was hit
by a hurricane and how to find the emergency services. For example,
if you need to go to a hospital, you have now been provided with
sentences and the vocabulary for talking to doctors and nurses and
dealing with surgery and health issues. When you get to the
hospital, you can tell the health services, “The hurricane caused a
lot of destruction and damage in its path,” and “We used the
hurricane shelter for refuge.”

In this third book in the series, you will
find the culmination of this foreign language course that is based
on a system using key phrases used in day-to-day life. You can now
move on to further topics such as things you would say in an
office. This theme is ideal if you’ve just moved for a new job. You
may be about to sit at your desk to do an important task assigned
to you by your boss but you have forgotten the details you were
given. Turn to your colleagues and say, “I have to write an
important email but I forgot my password.” Then, if the reply is
“Our secretary isn’t here today. Only the receptionist is here but
she is in the bathroom,” you’ll know what is being said and you can
wait for help. By the end of the first few weeks, you’ll have at
your disposal terminology that can help reflect your experiences.
“I want to retire already,” you may find yourself saying at coffee
break on a Monday morning after having had to go to your bank
manager and say, “I need a small loan in order to pay my mortgage
this month.”

 I came up with the idea of this unique system of learning
foreign languages as I was struggling with my own attempt to learn
a language. When playing around with word combinations I discovered
350 words that when used together could make up an infinite number
of sentences. From this beginning, I was able to start speaking in
a new language. I then practiced and found that I could use the
same technique with other languages, such as French, Portuguese,
Italian and Arabic. It was a revelation.

This method is by far the easiest and
quickest way to master other languages and begin practicing
conversational language skills.

The range of topics and the core vocabulary
are the main components of this flawless learning method. In Part 3
you have a chance to learn how to relate to people in many more
ways. Sports, for example, are very important for keeping healthy
and in good spirits. The social component of these types of
activities should not be underestimated at all. You will,
therefore, have much help when you meet some new people, perhaps in
a bar, and want to say to them, “I like to watch basketball games,”
and “Today are the finals of the Olympic Games. Let’s see who wins
the World Cup.”

For sports, the office, and for school, some
parts of conversation are essential. What happens when you need to
get to work but don’t have any clean clothes to wear because of
malfunctions with the machinery. What you need is to be able to
pick up the phone and ask a professional or a friend, “My washing
machine and dryer are broken so maybe I can wash my laundry at the
public laundromat.” When you finally head out after work for some
drinks and meet a nice new man, you can say, “You can leave me a
voicemail or send me a text message.”

Hopefully, these examples
help show you how reading all three parts of this series in
combination will prepare you for all you need in order to boost
your conversational learning skills and engage with others in your
newly learned language. The first two books have been an important
start. This third book adds additional vocabulary and will provide
the comprehensive knowledge required.


The Lebanese Arabic
Dialect

Lebanese Arabic is a
Levantine dialect. The term “Levantine” derives from “Levant,”
which is the geographical region of the eastern Mediterranean that
encompasses Cyprus, Lebanon, Syria, Israel, Palestine, Jordan, and
the Hatay Province of southern Turkey. Several languages are spoken
in the Levant, one of which is Lebanese Arabic. Lebanese Arabic
descends from the traditional Arabic language, though there are
many variables that affected the development of the language. Most
Lebanese people speak the language, and Arabic remains its written
form, despite past attempts by some to make an alphabet system
using Latin letters. Some people view Lebanese as merely a dialect
of Arabic, while others accept the language as unique. Either way,
the word connotations vary in both languages, as do their syntax
and vocabularies. Lebanese Arabic uses a bit of Turkish and Aramaic
vocabulary and a little French. In general keep in mind that
Lebanese Arabic is not an official language but, rather, a
colloquial dialect.

Spoken in:
Lebanon

 



 ARABIC
PRONUNCIATIONS

PLEASE MASTER THE
FOLLOWING PAGE IN ARABIC PRONUNCIATIONS PRIOR TO STARTING THE
PROGRAM

Kha. For Middle Eastern languages including Arabic, Hebrew,
Farsi, Pashto, Urdu, Hindi, etc., and also German, to properly
pronounce the kh or ch is essential, for example,
Khaled (a Muslim name)
or Chanukah (a
Jewish holiday) or Nacht
(“night” in German). The best way to describe kh
or ch is to say “ka” or “ha” while at the same time putting your
tongue at the back of your throat and blowing air. It’s pronounced
similarly to the sound that you make when clearing your throat.
Please remember this whenever you come across any word containing a
kh in this program.

Ghayin. The Arabic gh is equivalent to the “g” in English, but its
pronunciation more closely resembles the French “r,” rather than
“g.” Pronounce it at the back of your throat. The sound is
equivalent to what you would make when gargling water. Gha is
pronounced more as “rha,” rather than as “ga.” Ghada is pronounced as “rhada.” In
this program, the symbol for ghayin
is gh, so keep your eyes peeled.

Aayin is pronounced as a’a, pronounced deep at the back of your
throat. Rather similar to the sound one would make when gagging. In
the program, the symbol for aayin
is a‘a, u‘u, o'o,
or i‘i.
In this program “3” will be occasionally used to
signify aayin.

Ha is pronounced as “ha.” Pronunciation takes place deep at the
back of your
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