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6 MINIATURE GARDEN GROWER

INTRODUCTION

You don’t need a lot of square footage to create beautiful green spaces. Who needs a large garden when you can plant a landscape in a single pot, or an entire ecosystem in a jam jar? Miniature Garden Grower shows you how to create tiny gardens that bring big rewards. With planters ranging from teapots to corks to jam jars, there are gardens suitable for squeezing into kitchens and bathrooms, living rooms and offices. Outside, a miniature garden can be made simply by adding a pot to the windowsill, the front step or the balcony.

Miniature gardening is not just for those short on space, it’s also for those short on time. The gardening projects in this book are easy to create and to look after: no previous experience is necessary. Each planting scheme gives plenty of opportunity for adapting it to your own tastes and imagination.

Injecting a bit of greenery into life has well-documented benefits. These miniature gardens are ideal for inspiring people of all ages to do a bit of gardening, whether it be a windowbox, a pot by the front door or a terrarium on the windowsill. The chapters are easy to dip into for a rainy (or sunny) day activity, and many of the gardens have the advantage of being instantly complete and mature, making them great gifts for adults and children alike.
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8 MINIATURE GARDEN GROWER

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

All of the miniature gardening projects in this book are easy to achieve, and for many you only need minimal equipment. Each garden is self-contained, and most can be created at any time of year. Dip in and out of the different chapters to create a wide variety of teeny-tiny gardens.

Chapter 1

Q Miniature landscapes of different habitats are created within a single pot, such as a wildflower meadow or a lush rainforest.

Chapter 2

Terrariums are entire miniature ecosystems contained within glass.




Chapter 1




Chapter 2
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 9

Chapter 3

Q Vertical gardens utilise walls and hanging space.

Chapter 6

Specific instructions are clearly laid out in chapters 1–5; for more general advice and definitions of technical terms, refer to Chapter 6: Miniature Gardening (pages 118–137) and Glossary (pages 138–139).

Chapter 4

P Water and wildlife gardens show that even the most miniature of spaces can help nature to thrive.

Chapter 5

S Productive gardens enable the growing of a few fruits and vegetables in even the tiniest of spaces.




Chapter 3




Chapter 4




Chapter 5




Chapter 6




chapters




1–5




Chapter 6




pages




118–137




pages 138–139
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CHAPTER 1

MINIATURE LANDSCAPES

With a bit of imagination and some careful planting, a whole landscape can be created in a single pot. Outside, a woodland of willow trees and spring bulbs, a summer meadow and a winter forest can all be brought to life. If there is space for all three pots, why not plant them all and rotate them through the prime viewing spot as the seasons change? Inside (or maybe in a sheltered courtyard or on a balcony), you could plant a lush jungle or a terrace of succulents.
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12 MINIATURE GARDEN GROWER

A WILLOW WOODLAND

The cycle of deciduous woodlands is mirrored in this miniature landscape of willow trees and spring bulbs. The trees are created from hardwood cuttings, and the bulbs are crocuses.

METHOD

In autumn, fill the pot with compost, leaving a lip of around 2cm, and tap the base of the pot on the ground to settle the compost.

YOU WILL NEED:

• A (large) pot

• Multipurpose compost

• Willow hardwood cuttings

• Crocus bulbs (technically corms)

• Trowel

• Watering can

Push in the crocus bulbs (pointy end upwards) to a depth of twice their height, spacing them 5–10cm apart.

Water the pot thoroughly (top it up with more compost if the level drops significantly).

Insert the willow cuttings, spacing them at least 15cm apart. It’s best to plant in groups of odd numbers, so depending on the size of the pot there could be 1, 3, 5, 7 or more cuttings creating the woodland.
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