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Prologue
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Imagine looking up at the night sky and wondering what it would be like to fly among the stars. Long before space travel was possible, people dreamed of leaving Earth and exploring the great unknown. But one brave man made that dream a reality—his name was Yuri Gagarin.

In 1961, Yuri became the very first human to travel into space. He didn’t come from a rich family or a big city. He grew up in a small village in Russia and worked hard to follow his dreams. With courage, determination, and a little bit of luck, he blasted off into the sky and made history.

This book is your guide to Yuri Gagarin’s amazing journey—from his childhood adventures to his legendary space mission. Get ready to explore the life of the man who dared to go where no one had gone before. His story is one of bravery, science, and the power of big dreams. Buckle up—your adventure is about to begin!
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Chapter 1: A Boy from a Small Village
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Yuri Gagarin was not born in a big city filled with tall buildings and fast cars. He came from a very small village in Russia called Klushino. This village was surrounded by wide fields, green forests, and quiet dirt roads. Life there was simple and peaceful, with no huge crowds or noisy traffic. Most people in Klushino worked on farms, taking care of animals or growing crops like potatoes and wheat. Houses were made of wood, and many families lived in just one or two small rooms. There were no big stores, no computers, and certainly no space rockets—just hardworking people and the beauty of nature.

Yuri was born on March 9, 1934, during a time when the world was still recovering from a great economic depression. His family was poor, like many others in the village. His father, Alexey, was a carpenter who built and fixed things made out of wood. His mother, Anna, worked on a collective farm and loved to read. Even though they didn’t have much money, Yuri’s parents made sure their children were cared for and loved. Yuri had two brothers and one sister, and they all helped around the house. He was especially close to his older brother Valentin, who inspired him in many ways.

As a little boy, Yuri was full of curiosity. He loved to look up at the sky, especially at night, and wonder about the stars. He would lie in the grass and dream about what might be up there in the dark, sparkling sky. But his life was not always easy. When Yuri was just a child, World War II came to his village. The war was very hard for everyone. The German army occupied Klushino, and Yuri’s family had to live through some terrible times. Soldiers took over their home and made the Gagarin family live in a small mud hut behind the house. They were cold and hungry, but they stayed strong together. These difficult experiences helped make Yuri brave and determined.

Even though times were hard, Yuri never gave up on learning. After the war ended, his family moved to a nearby town called Gzhatsk, where life became a little better. Yuri went to school and studied hard, especially in math and science. He also loved reading books about famous inventors and explorers. He wanted to learn as much as he could, and his teachers noticed that he was very smart and always asked interesting questions. He wasn't the tallest in his class—in fact, he was quite short—but he had a big heart and a fearless spirit. That made him stand out.

Yuri also liked to build things with his hands. He helped his father fix tools and even tried building little machines himself. One day, he saw an airplane land near his town, and he was amazed. The giant flying machine made him feel excited and curious. He started dreaming about flying, and those dreams would never leave him. His small village might not have had much, but it gave Yuri a strong foundation—a place where he learned to work hard, stay brave, and never stop dreaming.

Growing up in Klushino also taught Yuri to appreciate nature. He would often walk through the forest, listening to birds sing and watching squirrels leap from tree to tree. In the winter, he helped collect firewood and played in the snow with his siblings. These small joys made life special even when things were tough. They helped him grow into a person who could face big challenges with a smile.

Yuri’s story reminds us that you don’t have to come from a big, famous place to do something great. Even a boy from a tiny village, who lived through war and hard times, can rise above it all and become a hero. All it takes is courage, curiosity, and the will to keep going, no matter what. Yuri never forgot where he came from. Even when he became famous all around the world, he stayed humble and proud of his roots in Klushino, the little village that raised the boy who would one day reach the stars.
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Chapter 2: Dreams of Flying High
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As a young boy growing up in a small village surrounded by fields and forests, Yuri Gagarin had dreams that stretched far beyond the trees and the sky he could see above him. He didn’t have toys that flew or books filled with pictures of rockets, but something deep inside him was always reaching for the sky. Yuri was fascinated by the idea of flying. Whenever he saw a bird soar across the wide blue sky, he would stop and watch, amazed by how freely it moved through the air. He often imagined what it would be like to have wings himself, to lift off the ground and leave the earth far below.

Even though no one in his village had ever flown before, Yuri kept dreaming. His first real experience with flying didn’t come until much later, but his imagination was already taking him on incredible journeys. Sometimes, while walking home from school, he would pretend he was piloting an invisible plane, arms outstretched like wings, running as fast as he could with the wind rushing past his ears. To anyone else, it may have looked like just a game, but for Yuri, it was serious. He was practicing for the future—one where he believed he would touch the sky.

His interest in flying only grew stronger after World War II ended. Soldiers and pilots who had fought in the war became heroes, and Yuri looked up to them. He read everything he could about airplanes, engines, and flight. Whenever he saw pictures of fighter planes or read stories about brave pilots in the Soviet Air Force, he felt something stir in his heart. He wanted to be like them. He wanted to be a part of that world. Not because he wanted fame or medals, but because he truly loved the idea of flying—of being free, powerful, and full of purpose.

One day, something amazing happened that changed his life forever. A small plane landed near the village where he lived. For most people, it was just a curious sight, but for Yuri, it was like magic. He ran up as close as he could and stared at the plane, his eyes wide with wonder. The sound of the engine, the shape of the wings, the shining cockpit—it all seemed like something from another world. In that moment, his dream became even clearer: he didn’t just want to fly in his imagination. He wanted to fly for real.

Yuri knew that to reach his dream, he had to work hard. He wasn’t the tallest, the fastest, or the strongest, but he was determined. He studied harder than ever, especially in subjects like mathematics and physics, which he learned were very important for flying. He also paid attention to everything his teachers said and asked questions all the time. He was curious about how things worked, from engines to weather to the forces that helped airplanes stay in the air. He wasn't just dreaming anymore—he was preparing.

When he was old enough, Yuri joined a technical school, where he began to learn about machines and how to fix them. This was a big step toward his goal. Working with metal and engines, he started to understand the science behind flight. He wasn’t just dreaming of airplanes now—he was building parts for them. Every bolt he tightened and every screw he turned brought him a little closer to the sky. His teachers noticed his dedication and encouraged him to keep going. They could see that he was not just another student—he was someone with a vision.

After technical school, Yuri joined a flying club. This was where he first got the chance to fly a real airplane. Sitting in the cockpit, gripping the controls, he felt a rush of joy and excitement that he had never felt before. The ground fell away, the clouds moved past him, and the sky seemed endless. It was everything he had dreamed about and more. That first flight sealed his future. He knew he had to become a pilot, no matter what it took. He wasn’t just dreaming of flying anymore—he was doing it.

His dreams didn’t stop at airplanes, though. As he learned more about science and space, he began to wonder what was beyond the sky. People were starting to talk about rockets and space travel. The idea of going even higher—beyond the clouds, beyond the atmosphere



d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
SHAH RUKH

All About
Yuri Gagarin

A Kid's Guide to the First
Man in Space






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





