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Introduction to Part 1

––––––––
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THE LAMB OF GOD CAME to fulfill many aspects of the Law so that we can understand the road to salvation and eternal life, and convert to true Christianity in all its glory and fulfillment. As our sacrificial Lamb, Christ secured salvation for all people that would follow in His footsteps. We can reach out to eternal life through the preordained path to salvation. He said so in His discussions with the apostles.


“17 ¶ Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.”

(Matthew 5:17, AV)



Few understand to what extend Jesus Christ fulfilled the Law, to secure salvation for us mortals. Jesus came as the sacrificial Lamb. This is what John the Baptist understood.


“29 ¶ The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”

(John 1:29, AV)



To be the Lamb of God, Jesus had to fulfill the lamb sacrifices of the Holy Days and New Moons. How is that achieved? As we shall see shortly, in a most dramatic way! God does things through His predetermined ways and purposes. It was planned and executed precisely according to His plan! The apostle Paul understood this, and taught these incredible truths, from the books of Moses, from the Law, and the Prophets:


“23 ¶ And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.”

(Acts 28:23, AV)



Jesus sacrificed His life in many ways, reaching out to sinning humanity. Particularly on the annual Holy Days, He did specific deeds to sacrifice and reduce His life till death successively. This was required for our salvation.

The New Moons teach us the story of how we need to respond to those sacrifices to reach up to Him and attain salvation. The Church then also sacrifices time and effort. This is also required for our salvation.

We continue in this book to reveal the insights that the first-century disciples were privileged to understand.
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1 Understanding the Festivals
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In Leviticus 23, we are given a summary of the festivals. It starts with the Passover and ends with the Feast of Tabernacles. At this point, it will be useful to just read through these events to get it all in mind, before we provide some background information that is not in the average Bible.

––––––––
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Passover


“¶ These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their seasons.

5 In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD’S passover.”

(Leviticus 23:4-5, AV)



THE RELIGIOUS YEAR starts with the Passover. In the yearly cycle, this is the beginning of the festival season.


“6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.

7 In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.

8 But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days: in the seventh day is an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.”

(Leviticus 23:6-8, AV)



Right after the Passover, the seven days of the Feast of Unleavened bread begin. Within this week, a significant festival happens. It always happens on the day after the weekly Sabbath that falls within the seven days of Unleavened Bread.


“9 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest:

11 And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the [weekly] sabbath the priest shall wave it.

12 And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf an he lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt offering unto the LORD.

13 And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto the LORD for a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part of an hin.

14 And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that ye have brought an offering unto your God: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.”

(Leviticus 23:9-14, AV)



This Wave Sheaf Offering was fulfilled by Christ, as we shall see later. From this festival, the days are counted to Pentecost.


“15 ¶ And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete:

16 Even unto the morrow after the seventh Sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD.

17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD.

18 And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one young bullock, and two rams: they shall be for a burnt offering unto the LORD, with their meat offering, and their drink offerings, even an offering made by fire, of sweet savour unto the LORD.

19 Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for a sin offering, and two lambs of the first year for a sacrifice of peace offerings.

20 And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave offering before the LORD, with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD for the priest.

21 And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy convocation unto you: ye shall do no servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings throughout your generations.

22 And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not make clean riddance of the corners of thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather any gleaning of thy harvest: thou shalt leave them unto the poor, and to the stranger: I am the LORD your God.”

(Leviticus 23:15-22, AV)



This concludes the first half of the festivals, normally known as the spring festivals. After this follows the second half, the fall festivals.


“23 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

24 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation.

25 Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD.”

(Leviticus 23:23-25, AV)



This first festival of the second half is the feast of trumpets. It typically indicates the arrival of royalty, of a King. This usually would result in the gathering of followers to be at one with their King, ten days later, as we see below:


“26 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

27 Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of Atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD.

28 And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is a day of Atonement, to make an atonement for you before the LORD your God.

29 For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off from among his people.

30 And whatsoever soul it be that doeth any work in that same day, the same soul will I destroy from among his people.

31 Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.

32 It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your Sabbath.”

(Leviticus 23:26-32, AV)



This second festival is the feast of Atonement. It is understood to have the connotation of at-one-ment.

Following this is the feast of Tabernacles:


“33 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

34 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD.

35 On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.

36 Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein.”

(Leviticus 23:33-36, AV)



The third festival is then the Feast of Tabernacles.

There are many spiritual parallels in these festivals. We will concentrate on how Christ fulfilled the sacrifices of these festivals. We will provide a summary of these festivals here:

First half Spring festivals:

1) Passover

2) Feast of Unleavened bread, including the Wave Sheaf Offering

3) Pentecost

Second half Fall festivals:

1) Feast of Trumpets

2) Feast of Atonement

3) Feast of Tabernacles, including the Last Great Day

From Jewish insights, we need to understand something very important at this point.

The religious cycle starts with Passover in the first holy month and continues to the Feast of Tabernacles in the seventh month. However, the civil cycle starts with the Feast of Trumpets in the fall and continues through the spring festivals. There is a six month or half-year difference between the religious cycle and the civil cycle. The reader can verify this with any local Rabbi. This is very important to understand.

If we add the understanding of the religious cycle and civil cycle to the issue of the separation of Church and State, and Christ’s role in all of this, we can begin to comprehend the interplay of events. For the sake of completeness, we will quickly deal with the issue of the separation of Church and State.

In the beginning of Israel’s formation, religious issues were civil issues. Religious law was civil law. However, in the time before the Kings, Israel requested to have a human king just like the gentile nations, and God allowed this. Let’s read how that came about.


“4 ¶ Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah,

5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.

6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD.

7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.

8 According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee.

9 Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them the manner of the King that shall reign over them.

10 And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the people that asked of him a king.”

(1 Samuel 8:4-10, AV)



This separation was allowed to happen and would stay in effect, until Messiah would come to heal everything and to reign over the earth. This question was posed to Christ at his first advent about 2000 years ago.


“6 ¶ When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;

11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”

(Acts 1:6-11, AV)



And so we see that Christ did not unite Church and State at His first advent. He will, however, do this at His second advent, when the saints will receive their reward, as we see in Revelation:


“And they sang a new song, saying, You are worthy to take the book and to open its seals, for You were slain and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation.

And You made us kings and priests to our God, and we will reign over the earth.”

(Revelation 5:9-10, MKJV)[Emphasis mine]



This has a bearing on the two different festival cycles. The religious cycle starts in the first holy month, but the civil cycle starts half a year later, in the seventh month.

Now we can add some incredible insight here. When Christ first came, there should have been the possibility to unite Church and State and to begin the Kingdom of God in its fullness in Jerusalem. This was what the Pharisees and other leaders feared. However, this would not have been possible, given the general sinfulness of humankind
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