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Two exciting adventures in the My Secret Unicorn series together in one bumper book!

*

Have you ever longed for a pony? Lauren Foster has. When her family moves to the country, her wish finally comes true. And Lauren’s pony turns out to be even more special than she had ever dreamed.
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‘Goodness,’ said Mrs Wakefield. ‘You should feel very honoured, Lauren. Apart from me, you’re the only person Apple has approached since Currant’s been born. You must have a real way with horses.’ Lauren felt a glow of pride. Jessica and Mel grinned at her but Jade looked cross that Lauren was getting all the attention …





To Poppy and Kitty Young




Chapter One

The night air felt cool against Lauren’s arms as she ran down the dark path to Twilight’s paddock. Above her, the stars were twinkling brightly in the clear sky.

A perfect night for flying, Lauren thought. She smiled. She was so lucky! Although Twilight, her pony, looked just like any other small grey pony, he was really a unicorn in disguise. Every night when Lauren said the magic Turning Spell he changed into his true form and then he could talk, do magic and fly.
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Lauren knew Twilight wasn’t the only secret unicorn. In fact, there were unicorns disguised as ponies all over the world. Each unicorn was supposed to find a special human friend to help them change into their magical shape and then they did good deeds together. Lauren and Twilight had helped lots of people and animals since she had first found out that he was a unicorn.

Tonight there was someone else who needed their help. Lauren speeded up. What would Twilight say when she told him her plan?

Twilight whinnied as she ran up to the gate.

‘Hi, boy,’ Lauren panted. ‘We’ve got a job to do tonight!’ She quickly said the Turning Spell.
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With a bright purple flash, Twilight’s grey coat became snow-white, his mane and tail grew and shone silver in the starlight and a long horn appeared on his forehead. He was a unicorn once again!

‘Hello, Lauren,’ he said, nuzzling her. ‘Does someone need our help?’

‘Yes. It’s Buddy,’ Lauren replied. Buddy was her brother Max’s Bernese mountain dog. ‘He’s really miserable because Max has gone to stay with some friends who live in the city. He’s never been away for more than a night before, and Buddy is missing him so much! He won’t eat or play or do anything.’

‘I thought he looked quiet when I saw your dad taking him for a walk today,’ Twilight said. ‘But what can we do to help him?’

‘I thought you could tell him that Max will be home in a few days,’ Lauren explained. ‘I don’t think he understands that Max has just gone on holiday; I think he’s afraid that Max has gone away forever. If you could tell him what’s happening, maybe he’d feel happier.’

Twilight nodded. ‘It’s worth a try. But is it safe to let him see me when I’m a unicorn?’

‘I was wondering that,’ Lauren admitted. Until now she and Twilight had been careful not to let Buddy see Twilight in his magical shape in case the dog started acting strangely around Twilight. No humans were allowed to know about Twilight’s secret, and Lauren didn’t want to risk her parents or Max finding out. ‘But Buddy’s not a puppy any more. I’m sure if we explain that he mustn’t let anyone know your secret, he’ll understand that he has to act as if you’re just an ordinary pony.’ She sighed. ‘I know it’s a bit risky but I really want to help him.’

‘Me too,’ Twilight agreed. ‘Let’s do it!’

Lauren ran back to the house. Twilight had said just what she was hoping he would.

Buddy looked up from his bed when she came into the kitchen but he didn’t woof. He was used to Lauren creeping in and out of the house at night.

‘Come on, Buddy,’ she whispered. ‘Walk!’

Usually Buddy leapt around madly at the prospect of a walk but now he just got heavily to his feet and walked over. He licked Lauren’s hand in a subdued way. He really wasn’t his usual bouncy self at all. Hoping her plan would work, Lauren took hold of his collar and led him out of the house.

When Buddy reached the field and saw a unicorn standing by the fence, he stopped dead and tilted his head to one side, looking very surprised.

‘It’s OK, Buddy,’ Lauren soothed him. She climbed over the fence and Buddy followed her, shuffling under the railing.
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Twilight snorted in greeting and touched Buddy with his horn. ‘Hello, Buddy. It’s just me, Twilight.’

Buddy’s ears pricked up as he looked at Twilight curiously.

‘I’m a unicorn,’ Twilight told him. ‘But you mustn’t let anyone know. Not even Max.’

At the mention of Max’s name, Buddy’s ears and tail drooped. He whined miserably.

Twilight understood what he was saying. He could talk to all kinds of animals when he was a unicorn, and they could talk back to him. ‘No,’ Lauren heard him say to the young dog. ‘You’ve got it wrong. Max hasn’t gone away forever, Buddy. He’s just on holiday for a few days. He is coming back.’

Buddy’s ears pricked up again. He barked, and to Lauren it sounded just as if he was saying ‘Really?’

‘Yes,’ Twilight promised. ‘Max will be home in just a few days.’ He glanced at Lauren. ‘You were right. Buddy did think Max had gone forever.’

‘Oh, Buddy,’ Lauren said, ruffling the dog’s fur. ‘Max would never abandon you. He loves you.’

Twilight repeated her words to Buddy.

‘Woof!’ Buddy barked. Suddenly he looked like a different dog. Bounding away, he stopped and crouched down, wagging his tail.

‘I think he wants us to play chase!’ Twilight said.

Lauren grinned. ‘What are we waiting for?’

She ran after Buddy with Twilight trotting beside her. With his mouth open wide in a doggy grin, Buddy raced in circles around them.

At last Lauren stopped, puffing and out of breath. ‘OK, come on, Buddy,’ she said. ‘Time to take you back inside.’

Giving a quiet woof goodbye to Twilight, Buddy trotted beside Lauren up the path. When they reached the kitchen, he ran over to his bowl and polished off the biscuits he had left earlier. Then he lay down in his bed with a contented sigh.
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‘See you later, boy,’ Lauren whispered, shutting the door.

Happiness glowed through her as she ran back to the field. She loved using Twilight’s magic to help people and animals. Having a unicorn was just great!

‘Thanks for explaining things to Buddy,’ she said to Twilight as she climbed over the fence. ‘I’m so lucky to have you.’

‘I’m the lucky one,’ Twilight said. ‘You’re a wonderful unicorn friend.’

‘Me? I don’t really do anything,’ Lauren protested. ‘It’s your magic that solves things.’

Twilight looked at her in surprise. ‘That’s not true. You do just as much as me.’

‘No, I don’t,’ Lauren said modestly.

‘You do,’ Twilight insisted. ‘Think of what happened tonight. I talked to Buddy but it was your idea. You were the one who realized that he needed someone to explain things to him.’

‘I suppose so,’ Lauren said slowly.

‘You’re very special,’ Twilight told her.

Blushing, Lauren changed the subject.

‘Are you looking forward to tomorrow? It’s going to be fun, isn’t it?’

Twilight nodded and swished his tail.
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The next day Lauren had arranged to meet up with her two best friends, Mel Cassidy and Jessica Parker. They were going to ride over to Orchard Stables, a local livery stables which was owned by the mother of their friend Grace. One of her mares had just had a foal and Lauren, Mel and Jessica were going to go and see it. Afterwards they were going to take a picnic lunch to the creek.

‘I can’t wait to see Currant,’ Lauren told Twilight. ‘That’s what Grace and her mum have called the foal.’ She smiled. ‘I’m glad it’s the holidays – we’ll be able to visit him lots. As well as doing all kinds of other fun stuff, of course.’

Twilight pushed her with his nose. ‘How about we start by going flying?’

‘Cool!’ Lauren said. Taking hold of his mane she scrambled on to his back. ‘Let’s go to the woods and jump over the tree tops.’

Twilight soared into the air. ‘Sounds good to me!’




Chapter Two

The following morning, Lauren was fastening Twilight’s girth when she heard the sound of hooves. Turning, she saw Mel and Jessica riding towards her on their ponies, Shadow and Sandy.

‘Hi, Lauren! Are you ready?’ Mel called.

‘Almost.’ Lauren checked Twilight’s girth was tight, and mounted. ‘Have you brought your lunch?’ she asked, riding over to meet them.

Jessica patted a saddlebag behind her leg. ‘Yep, here it is. Shall we go through the woods or across the fields?’

‘Across the fields,’ Lauren said. ‘It’s much quicker.’ Orchard Stables bordered on to Lauren’s dad’s farm and he had said it was fine for them to ride around the edges of the fields.

As they rode down a tractor track, Lauren looked around at the ears of young spring wheat waving in the breeze. Overhead the sky was blue and the sun was shining. She sighed happily. ‘Isn’t it great to be riding instead of being at school?’
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Mel nodded. ‘No maths, no dumb projects. No more Jade Roberts!’

Lauren grinned. Jade Roberts was in their class at school. She was always boasting about the prizes she had won on her pony, Prince. She used to tease Mel because Shadow hadn’t been a very good jumper. That is, until Lauren and Twilight secretly helped him to overcome his fears. What’s more, Jade had once owned Twilight but she’d sold him to the Fosters because she didn’t think he was showy enough. Luckily for me, Lauren thought, stroking Twilight’s mane. Jade hadn’t cared enough about Twilight to find out his magical secret!

Then she forced herself to push all thoughts of Jade out of her mind. It was far too nice a day to think about someone who was so annoying! ‘Shall we canter?’ she called to the others.

‘Yes!’ they replied together.

They clicked their tongues and the three ponies surged forward eagerly. With the breeze blowing in their faces, the girls cantered towards Orchard Stables.

The yard seemed very busy when they arrived. There were people everywhere, carrying rugs and tack and leading ponies.
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‘I wonder what’s going on,’ said Mel.

‘Let’s ask Grace,’ Lauren said, seeing a tall slim girl with blonde hair hurrying out of the barn with a stack of buckets. She waved.

‘Hi!’ Grace called. Dumping the buckets by the water trough she came over. ‘Have you come to see Currant?’

Lauren nodded. ‘If it’s still OK.’ She glanced around. ‘It looks pretty busy around here.’

‘There are six new liveries arriving today,’ Grace replied. ‘Fox Run – the livery stables on the other side of town – is closing down and quite a few of the owners have decided to bring their horses here. It’s great for Mum to have the business but it does mean it’s going to be crazy today. Mum’s in the tack room sorting things out and I’ve been trying to make sure the loose boxes are ready.’

‘Do you want a hand?’ Jessica offered.

Grace smiled. ‘Thanks. It would be great to have some more help.’
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Lauren, Mel and Jessica tied their ponies to a hitching rail and followed Grace to the tack room. There was stuff everywhere! Rugs, saddles, bridles and grooming kits were piled up all over the floor. Grace’s mum was sorting through them with Jo-Ann, Grace’s best friend.
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‘Hello, girls,’ said Mrs Wakefield. ‘If you’ve come to see Currant, I’m afraid you’ll have to wait a while. I have to get this tack room sorted out first.’ She ran a hand through her short blonde hair. ‘It could take some time!’

‘Would you like us to help?’ Lauren said.

Mrs Wakefield’s face lit up. ‘That would be very kind, thank you!’

‘What should we do?’ Mel asked.

‘If you could take the rugs into the rug room and hang them up for me that would be a great help,’ said Grace’s mum.

Lauren, Jessica and Mel set to work.

With three of them working together it didn’t take long. Soon the rugs were hanging up tidily in the rug room, outdoor rugs on one rug rack, indoor rugs and sweat sheets on another. Meanwhile, Mrs Wakefield and Jo-Ann had hung up the saddles on saddle racks and sorted out the hats, boots and bandages into piles.

‘Here are the last two rugs,’ Lauren called, carrying two heavy New Zealand rugs across the yard for Jessica and Mel to hang up.

As they started draping the rugs over the racks, they heard the sound of raised voices outside.

‘That stable on the corner is supposed to be for my pony. You’ll have to move!’

‘But I was here first!’

‘Well, obviously no one told you it was reserved for my pony, Prince!’

Lauren’s eyes flew to meet Mel’s and Jessica’s. There was no mistaking that bossy voice.

‘It’s Jade Roberts!’ she cried.
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