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Introduction


The
history of the world is full of monsters – or so we think. The
history of the world is full of monsters that bare no relation to
that history of the world – or so we think. The future history of
the world would be far better if we forgot about such monsters – or
so we think.

I think
different. Rather ‘monsters’ do have a form of reality, are vital
to the processes of history, and we would be far worse off without
them. Indeed, I don’t think they are monsters at all.

Read on
and see what you think.


ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN


Lakpa
Sherpani had watched the yaks grazing in the pasture near Mount
Everest many times before. A teenage girl from Nepal, it was her
job to watch them, to care for them and keep them safe. Even though
it was 1974, the modern world had hardly entered her village, and
life was much the same as it had been for centuries. Except that
this day was to be very different. Suddenly she saw the creature
approach. Covered in dark hair, it was about four feet tall. Thick
hands disclosed long, sharp nails, and although it looked much like
an ape, it had a distinctly human aura to it, walking erect and not
acting like she imagined an ape would act.

Suddenly
it was among the yaks. It would eventually kill five of them by
twisting their heads. But as the creature approached her, her world
went dark as she was knocked unconscious. Later, when the police
investigated the attack, strange footprints littered the area -
footprints that belonged to a creature unlike any they had seen
before. They had, however, heard of it before, for these were the
footprints of the Metoh-kangmi, or Abominable Snowman.


Sighted
throughout the Himalayan region, some call it the Yeti, whilst in
Mongolia and the Russian regions it is known as the Alma. Stories
of its existence come not only from Russia and Nepal, but China,
Tibet and Burma among others, with a few stories even existing from
northern India. Indeed, the first story about the Yeti to reach the
west came from a journalist serving with the British army in India
called Henry Newman. His initial sighting in 1920 was reported
throughout the world’s press and he coined the term, Abominable
Snowman. However, he was not the first westerner to come across the
creature.

As early
as 1832, B H Hodgson, British Resident at the Court of Nepal,
submitted a report about local hunters being frightened by a ‘wild
man' covered in long dark hair. In 1889 Major L A Waddell was
exploring the Himalayas when he came across strange tracks in the
snow. His bearers told him they belonged to the Yeti. However,
shortly after Newman's report, westerners did not just see
footprints or hear stories, but some even sighted the
creatures.

Typical
was Colonel Howard-Bury, who, in 1921, whilst making the first
attempt to climb the north face of Everest, saw a group of large,
dark creatures in the distance close to the Lhapta-la Pass. Four
years later, in 1925, N A Tombazi of the Royal Geographical Society
claimed to have almost taken a picture of a naked, upright creature
on the Zemu Glacier. Unfortunately the creature had disappeared
before he managed to aim his camera.

The Yeti
received popular acclaim once more in 1951 when Everest explorer
Eric Shipton came across footprints in the snow on the Menlung
Glacier. He photographed one of them, placing an ice axe beside it
to prove its size. It was eighteen inches long and thirteen inches
wide and came from a two legged creature with small toes and one
large toe. Two years later, with the successful conquest of
Everest, Sherpa Tensing became famous to the west and, from stories
among his people, he described the creature as about five feet
high. Walking upright, it had a conical shaped skull and
reddish-brown fur.

From
then on there have been several other famous sightings, most
notably those of French Abbe Bordet who followed three separate
sets of tracks in 1955, mountaineer Don Whillans who saw the yeti
in 1970 on Annapurna, and climber Lord Hunt who photographed
further yeti tracks in 1978. However, there have also been a number
of wild goose chases.


Typical
was an expedition sent to catch a Yeti by the Daily Mail in 1954.
Spending fifteen fruitless weeks in the Himalayan region, the
expedition was excited when it heard of the existence of a number
of 'Yeti scalps' that were revered as holy relics by some
monasteries in the area. Tracking several of them down, they were
conical shaped, as Sherpa Tensing identified the Yeti skull. One of
them proved to be a fake, made of animal skins, but the hair from
others was said, by experts, to come from no known animal. However,
a Dutch zoologist solved the mystery when he tracked down a rare
kind of goat called a serow at the Royal Institute in Brussels. The
Yeti scalp proved to come from this animal.

The
Chinese took an interest in the Yeti from the 1970s onwards,
conducting many surveys of the area right up to modern times. The
Chinese Academy of Sciences undertook an expedition in 1977 where
the Yeti was seen but they failed to capture one, and a 1980 survey
of Zhejiang province located a number of 'nests' where a large
unknown creature obviously came to rest - or at least, had done at
one time.

The
Russians, too, took an interest at one time, fuelled by stories
such as one in 1925, when a Red Army patrol shot an Alma in the
Vanch Mountains. About five foot tall and covered in long,
greyish-brown hair, they were forced to leave the body under a pile
of stones. It was never recovered.

Soviet
scientist Professor Boris Porshnev became an expert on the subject
during the late 1950s and 196Os. One story he uncovered came from
Lt Col Vargen Karapetyan who led a Soviet patrol fighting the
Germans in the Caucasus in December 1941. Approached by partisans,
he was asked to look at a prisoner they had captured. The man stank
and was covered in lice. Acting more like an 'ape', he was also
covered in hair. Karapetyan didn't know what to do with the
'creature', so left him with the partisans, learning later that it
escaped a couple of days later.

Porshnev
also investigated the case of a suspected female Alma called Zana,
a 'wild woman' with ape-like features captured by hunters in the
Ochamchir region in the mid-1800s. Many old people of the area
still remembered Zana, describing her as ape-like with massive
breasts and thick muscular arms and legs and an atrocious smell.
Gorging herself on food, she became partially domesticated and able
to carry out rudimentary tasks such as grinding corn.

Zana was
taken in by the hunters' village and became pregnant to several of
them. After she killed some of her children by attempting to bathe
them in the freezing cold river, the surviving children were taken
off her and brought up by the villagers. Zana died in about 1890,
but Porshnev interviewed two of her alleged grandchildren. He noted
they were dark in appearance, and one of them, a male, had such a
strong jaw that he could pick up a chair with his teeth, with a man
sat on it.


If Zana
really was an Alma, then we have undeniable proof of its existence.
But it is equally possible to argue that Zana - as with other cases
Porshnev investigated - was simply a mad woman thrown out by her
people and surviving for years in the wild before being captured.
Similar stories exist from throughout the world, including many
stories of wild, animal-like jungle boys in South America, brought
up by animals. Some of these have been proved to be 100%
human.

However,
if Zana was an Alma, then her ability to cross breed with humans
would show that they are closely related to us. Such an idea is
claimed by British archaeologist Dr Myra Shackley. Since the 1970s
she has had an interest in the subject. Having researched in the
Altai Mountains of Mongolia, she has collected evidence of their
existence and believes they live in caves, use stone tools, hunt
for food and wear animal skins. They live like this because,
Shackley thinks, they are survivals of Neanderthal Man, which we
thought became extinct 50,000 years ago, but still survive in areas
untouched by humanity.

Other
researchers, such as Dr T C S Morrison-Scott of the Natural History
Department of the British Museum suggested that the creature was,
infact, the Himalayan langur. Similar to some descriptions of the
Yeti, it normally walks on all fours, but can walk clumsily on two
legs.

Such an
idea is viable if we take into account misidentification and the
superstition of the region, building up a sighting of an existent
creature into the mythological snowman.

However,
to understand the Abominable Snowman, the most important thing to
realize is that he is not alone, for similar 'man-beasts' are said
to exist throughout the world, wherever there is rocky wilderness
for him to exist in, away from the prying eyes of man.


Typical
is Bigfoot, also known as the Sasquatch, a much taller but similar
creature that is said to live near the American west coast and
Rocky Mountains region. Tales of his existence have been known to
many Native Americans for centuries, where stories relate to the
wild man of the woods.

Typical
is the story of a Native American who was bitten by a rattlesnake
in Tulelake, California, in the late 19th century. Passing out, he
came round to find himself surrounded by three hairy creatures over
eight feet tall. They had cut the bite and extracted venom before
two of them carried him off to be left in safety where he could be
found. Such 'human' abilities tie in with many Native American
legends of the creature which declare that men were made from
animals, with Bigfoot being left in a half-finished
state.

Stories
involving white Americans date back as far as 1811 when explorer
and trader David Thompson came across footprints fourteen inches by
eight inches in Alberta. At first thinking they might be a bear's
footprint this one only had four toes and was far too
large.

One of
the earliest recorded sightings came in 1869 when a hunter on the
slopes of Orestimba Peak in northern California returned to his
camp to find items moved. Lying in wait, a broad, hairy creature
about five feet tall entered the camp. The hunter watched it for
fifteen minutes, touching things and scattering the fire before it
was joined by a female and they walked off.

By 1910
Bigfoot was being blamed for atrocities, such as the discovery of
two headless corpses near Great Slave Lake in the Northwest
Territories. Two brothers named MacLeod, their unsolved deaths led
to the renaming of the area as Headless Valley. In the same year
Bigfoot became known as the 'mountain devil' after an attack on a
prospector on Mount St Lawrence near Kelso. The victim described
his attacker as half human, half monster, and put his height at
about eight foot tall.

Such
mysterious attacks and deaths were still going on in 1924 when
hunter Albert Ostman returned to his camp in an area of British
Columbia where another prospector had been killed. He, too,
discovered his camp had been searched. Hence, when he went to
sleep, he had a rifle by his side. Suddenly he woke up to find
himself being carried in the dark over rough ground. After about
three hours he was roughly placed back on the ground and he crawled
out of his sleeping bag. Straining his eyes, he found himself with
four large, hairy creatures over seven feet tall. Although they
never harmed him, he claimed it took six days before he was able to
escape.


Absolute
proof of the existence of Bigfoot was said to come in 1967 when two
rodeo enthusiasts Roger Patterson and Bob Gimlin were thrown from
their horses at Bluff Creek in northern California. On the other
side of the creek they saw a huge hairy creature that walked like a
man. Patterson had a cine camera with him and began filming. At
this point the creature stopped and stared at them. As Patterson
approached, it began to run off, and after giving chase for several
miles, they lost it. The film shows a seven foot creature with
reddish-brown hair and furry breasts and buttocks. Either that, or
a man dressed in a gorilla suit. Indeed, even the name of the
creek, 'Bluff', is indicative that things may not be what they seem
with this film.

The case
of Roger Patterson's film highlights the problem concerning both
Bigfoot and the Yeti. Whenever proof seems to be offered, it can so
easily be discounted. For instance, many hair samples have been
collected from sightings, and placed in the hands of experts. Under
analysis, they are found not to come from any known local animal
such as wolf or bear, but have a similarity to gorilla hair. Does
this mean such creatures are a form of gorilla out of their
environment, or was the hair planted?

On the
other hand, sceptics point out that if such creatures really do
exist, surely we would have captured one by now. To counter this,
believers point to the Coelacanth, a prehistoric fish thought to be
extinct for seventy million years until one was fished out of the
Indian Ocean in 1938; and, of course, the evil smelling, poisonous
komodo dragon, a twelve foot reptile from Indonesia which was not
discovered until 1912. And anyway, say believers, an ape-man has
been found.


This
occurred in 1920 when geologists exploring jungles bordering
Colombia and Venezuela came across two such creatures. One ran off
and the other was shot dead. But because they could not preserve
the body in the hot conditions, they photographed it, the picture
known as De Loy’s Ape, after Swiss geologist Francois De Loy, who
took it. Sitting it on a box and holding it erect by placing a
large stick at its throat, the picture shows a strangely human ape,
said to be about six feet tall.

Is this
the definitive evidence required? No, say the sceptics. Unlike Eric
Shipton, who placed an ice-axe next to his photographed footprint
for scale, there is no way of judging the true height of this
creature. Taking that into account, they point out that it is
remarkably similar to the spider-monkey, which grows to two feet at
the most.


Researcher Michael Shoemaker attempts to place logic on such
sightings by dismissing Bigfoot as a 20th century cultural
phenomenon, which has no basis in reality. Researching many
historic sightings, he puts them down to wild storytelling,
newspaper hoaxes and encounters with demented mountain hermits. He
may have a point, but we can place a more supernatural air into the
phenomenon, if not extraterrestrial.

Consider
the case of the Rogers family who lived in a trailer at Roachdale,
Indiana. One day in August 1972 they saw a luminous object in the
sky. Shortly afterwards, a Bigfoot-type creature was seen entering
a field
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