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About The Kennel Club

The Royal Kennel Club is the largest organisation in the UK devoted to dog health, welfare and training – and the oldest such body in the world. It also organises and host Crufts, the world’s largest dog show.




About the Book

MAN’S BEST FRIEND

With a foreword by Clare Balding, this beautifully illustrated book showcases our love of dogs through the ages.

Beneath the streets of London’s Mayfair lies an unexpected and extraordinary archive – a collection of over two million dog-related photos and artwork amassed over the last 150 years. The Kennel Club is the oldest and most illustrious such organisation in the world, and its collection of canine curiosities gives a unique insight into the strong bond between humans and dogs over the centuries.

This book showcases 130 unique vintage photos and illustrations, most of which have never been published before, accompanied by text telling the stories behind the images. From moving photos of soldiers’ companion dogs in the trenches of the First World War to a rare photogravure of ‘Dandy’, the winner of the first organised dog show in 1859, this book is a delight for canine and art lovers alike.




Dedication

Dedicated to Glen Dymock, Kennel Club colleague and friend

Lover of dogs, dog history and dog photos

11 November 1964 – 21 May 2023
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A 1930s European postcard featuring a Smooth-haired Dachshund. Known in Germany as the Teckel (badger dog), these little sausage dogs are renowned for being intelligent, lively and courageous to the point of rashness.



FOREWORD BY
CLARE BALDING CBE

Every page of this book makes me smile, as the photos show us with crystal clarity the deep bond between humans and their dogs. There is love and pride in every picture, and it is a visual record of the diversification of breeds kept in the UK and beyond. It also shows us the way in which dogs have become not just domesticated but integrated into the family over the centuries.

There are so many highlights but I had to laugh at the picture of the father and his newborn baby in the ‘Love Me, Love My Dog’ chapter, as he clearly chose to place the dog rather than his child in the centre of the shot. Then there are the wonderful compositions that prove my theory that dogs make far better photographic subjects than people. My personal favourite is the three English Springer Spaniel puppies spilling out of the Birmingham trophy from 1934 (see the ‘Puppy Love’ chapter opener).

Every photo shows a different role a dog can play or a different job it can do. Whether they’re acting as playmate and guardian of children, advertising model, propaganda tool, co-driver, warm and loving companion, herder of sheep, catcher of vermin, brave and loyal soldier or champion show dog, they could and can do it all. This book is a unique visual celebration of the many ways in which dogs enhance our lives.

Heidi Hudson, as the curator of the Kennel Club’s photographic collection, has been the inspiration behind this fantastic anthology. This book is the product of years spent scouring the internet for rare or unusual snaps that capture the history of our life with our canine companions. This book is a testament to her expertise and the treasured heritage of The Kennel Club, as well as providing a wonderful pictorial catalogue of our deep and lasting friendship with dogs.
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A famous image from 1949 showing a young boy and his dog looking at posters outside the show at Olympia (in those days Crufts still had an apostrophe!).





INTRODUCTION

The relationship between mankind and dogs has a long and remarkable history, going back thousands of years and leaving an indelible mark on both species. Originally valued primarily as hunting companions, dogs helped humans track and capture prey, then later, as early civilisations emerged, they found roles guarding settlements and protecting livestock. As dogs became more domesticated, the bond between canines and humans grew ever stronger, but throughout most of history only the very wealthiest people kept them solely as pets.

It was not until the early nineteenth century that people began to think differently about their canine friends. The industrial and agricultural revolutions changed the way people worked and animal labour was no longer so necessary. The British public also began to be concerned with animal welfare and laws were passed forbidding cruelty to dogs and other creatures. At the same time, more people had the leisure and money to keep dogs as pets and companions, rather than as working animals.

Perhaps it is unsurprising, then, that around this time a new trend started to emerge: competitive dog shows. Early shows took place in pubs, at agricultural fairs and in private homes. Over time, these became formal competitions, and all the major cities held their own dog shows in grand venues.

Meanwhile, in the countryside, the landed gentry began to develop a new activity of their own. Field trials were a formal test of skill for working gundogs who assisted the sporting shooter. Unlike dog showing, which attracted a wide range of participants and spectators from all classes, this was an elite sport for the upper classes only.

In response to these innovations, The Kennel Club was founded in 1873 by Mr Sewallis Evelyn Shirley and twelve other men. The founders wanted to have a consistent set of rules for governing these popular new activities of dog showing and field trials, and to ensure that they were run fairly and with the welfare of the dogs in mind. It was the first national kennel club in the world.

At that time, dogs were given generic pet names like Dash and Shep. It could be hard to tell individual dogs apart, so, in 1880, The Kennel Club started a registrations system. All dogs were given a unique name and a record was kept of their parentage for several generations – what we now call a pedigree.
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An early dog show in The Eight Bells pub in Westminster, London, 1851.
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Charles Cruft, his personal secretary, and Crufts show manager Mr Robert Keddell reviewing photographs from Crufts, date unknown.



Dog shows continued to go from strength to strength in the late Victorian period, becoming popular as a day out for both spectators and participants. Unusually for the time, it was seen as a suitable pursuit for all ages and backgrounds; men and women of all social classes could compete on an equal footing. The most famous of these shows was Crufts, founded by entrepreneur Charles Cruft in 1891, which is now The Kennel Club’s own world-famous flagship event.

Today, The Kennel Club’s purpose is to make a positive difference for dogs and their owners. It is the largest organisation in the UK devoted to dog health, welfare and training. It still supports the dog showing and dog activities scene nationwide, as well as running the UK’s largest registration database for pedigree dogs and a register for crossbreed dogs involved in competitive dog activities. It works with vets, researchers and animal welfare organisations to make a difference to dog health. And it gives information, advice and support to people who want to welcome a dog or puppy into their home. In 2023, it was granted a Royal Prefix to mark the 150th anniversary of The Kennel Club.

There is also another, lesser-known side of its work – which is where this book comes in. The Kennel Club Photographic Collection’s remit is to collect photographic records and image history relating to dogs – and in particular the British pedigree dog.

Tucked away in the basement of its offices in Mayfair, London, The Kennel Club’s collection holds an estimated two million images in all formats – some digital, but also encompassing prints, negatives, and historic early formats like rare glass plates, daguerreotypes, ambrotypes, tin types, glass plate slides, and magic mirror slides. It also holds postage stamps, cigarette cards, candy cards, calendars
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