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The Committee, appointed to prepare a History of the Alamo, report as follows:

In treating of the Alamo it is due to the people of Texas to give, at least, a short account of the settlement of Americans in Texas, and of the causes leading to the revolution of 1835 and 1836. There were Americans in Texas previous to the advent of Moses Austin, December 1820. Anterior to this period of time Americans had entered Texas with a view of assisting the revolutionists in the war they were waging against the King of Spain. They effected good service on several occasions. In the interior portions of Mexico Americans rendered considerable aid to the Mexicans. The United States in throwing off the yoke of England was an example many States in America endeavored to imitate. The effect of these causes gave to Americans a distinguished consideration. It was, no doubt, one of the main inducements causing a favorable answer to be made to Moses Austin when he applied for authority to introduce settlers into Texas. This authority was granted in 1821.

It must be remembered that La Salle had entered Texas in 1685, and had made a settlement of Frenchmen, and had built Fort St. Louis, on the Lavacca River. This fact, with others of a later date, induced the Viceroy of Mexico, the Duke of Linares, to take steps for the permanent occupation of Texas. He sent Don Domingo Ramon with troops, and a party of Franciscan friars to civilize and christianize Indians. This occurred in 1715. Ramon established some forts and missions. He located a fort, or presidio as the Spaniards call them, on San Pedro creek, three-fourths of a mile from the public square of the city of San Antonio. The name given to this presidio was San Antonio de Valero. In 1718 the Franciscans established a mission at this place. It was removed on more than one occasion, and was located on what is now the Military Plaza of San Antonio. From there it was removed, in 1718, to its present site, the east bank of the San Antonio River, and is known as the church of the Alamo. It received a supply of water by means of the Alamo ditch——Acequia Madre del Alamo. The erection of the church was commenced in 1716. It faces to the West. There were other buildings connected with the church. East of the church stood the Convent, 191 feet in length; it ran north to the south line of East Houston Street. There was an enclosure north of the Convent yard. There were houses attached to the mission, which had been inhabited. Outside of the mission were houses occupied, at one time by christianized Indians. They abandoned them when the Texians took possession of the Alamo. It was in these houses that the Texians found eighty or ninety bushels of corn. The walls of the Alamo and the adjoining building were too extensive to be occupied and defended by 150 men.

After the death of Moses Austin, his son, Stephen F. Austin, proceeded to carry into effect the introduction of settlers into Texas.

Great attention to Texas had been drawn by the reports of men who had been engaged with officers who had entered Texas to aid the Mexicans in achieving their independence. It was known that Mexico was encouraging emigration. When Austin visited the City of Mexico, he found a number of influential gentlemen asking for permission to become empresarios, that is, to become leaders of immigrants. They were offered, and, as a rule, received a grant of land for the introduction of each person. Austin succeeded, and began his settlements on the Brazos River. Other gentlemen were also successful. The country began to fill up with .settlers. It was full of Indians, who were opposed to the introduction of white people. They waged an incessant and cruel war upon the Texians.

The leaders in Mexico became jealous of the accession of Americans as citizens. They evinced their opposition by acts of oppression. The American settlers had sworn to obey and support the Mexican constitution of 1824. By several acts of General Santa Anna indicating his intention to assume the dictatorial position, the people of Texas became assured of his intention to overthrow the constitution of 1824. The people of Texas had given the Mexican government some very convincing proofs of their intention not to submit to the exercise of any illegal and tyrannical acts against them.

The government of the United States had proposed to pay the Mexican government $4,000,000 for Texas. This proposition angered the Mexicans and increased their antipathy to Texians. They began to persecute them by sending troops, not to chastise Indians, but to check and punish Texians for their adhesion to correct and liberal principles. These military aiders of tyranny were expelled from Texas. One of these envoys of a despotic president was an American by birth, Colonel Bradburn. He robbed Texians, and made prisoners of William B. Travis, Patrick H. Jack and Monroe Edwards. The Texians embodied, elected Colonel Francis W. Johnson to command. By their representations to Colonel Piedras, commander at Nacogdoches, Colonel Bradburn was removed from Texas. This event took place in 1831. Bradburn was posted at Anahuac. On June 25th Captain John Austin, at the head of sixty men, defeated Lieutenant-Colonel Ugartechea, at Fort Velasco. He had 125 men. August 2, 1832. Colonel James W. Bullock defeated Colonel Piedras at Nacogdoches. These affairs took place while President Bustamente was in power in Mexico. The Texians took sides with Santa Anna at that time. He was beaten by General Santa Anna, who succeeded to the presidency of Mexico. The people of Texas, reposing confidence in Santa Anna, declared for him. He had been one of the heroes in the Mexican struggle for independence. He soon undeceived them; became dictator; overthrew the constitution of 1824, and issued an order for the disarming of the people——one man out of every five hundred was allowed to own a firelock. On May 16, 1833, Santa Anna took his seat as President of Mexico. At that date Stephen F. Austin was a prisoner in the City of Mexico. Austin had belonged to a convention to form a constitution for Texas. That body elected Austin, W. H. Wharton and Miller to present to the President of Mexico a statement of affairs in Texas. It was written by David G. Burnet, afterwards President of Texas. Stephen F. Austin was the only person who visited Mexico. This was in March 1833. Santa Anna, at that time, had retired from the Mexican capitol. He was scheming to effect the work he afterwards performed, that is, to be made President under laws he dictated. He, after various trials to have Austin condemned by the court, allowed him to return to Texas. He arrived in September 1835.

Colonel Austin found the people of Texas in great excitement. They had discovered that Santa Anna was unfriendly to them. The municipalities of different sections had held public meetings, and announced their intention to support the Mexican constitution of 1824. It must be remembered that the Indians had made war upon them, and they were compelled, as a measure of personal safety, to carry arms at all times. Circumstances made them watchful and efficient soldiers. War was forced upon them; necessity caused them to bear arms; God had implanted in their natures the principles of honor and integrity; and practice had converted them into heroes in the cause of right.

The Texians appealed to their fellow citizens of Mexico without effect. They used every effort in their power to prove their disposition to be peaceful and useful citizens of the Republic of Mexico. It was all of no avail. In 1834 Santa Anna determined to send 4,000 troops to San Antonio. He sent Colonel Juan N. Almonte into Texas; as a spy, no doubt. On October 13, 1834, the first revolutionary meeting in Texas was held at San Antonio. They approved the calling of a convention at that place, to meet November 15. This motion was made by Don Erasmo Seguin. October 20th another meeting was held at San Felipe, They proposed the dissolution of Texas from the state of Coahuila.

In January 1835, the Congress of Mexico met. The state of Zacatecas had declared for the constitution of 1824. The Congress declared Zacatecas in a state of rebellion. This induced General Santa Anna to head 3,400 men to march into Zacatecas. May 10, 1835, Don Francisco Garcia, at the head of 5,000 troops, was defeated by Santa Anna. The City of Zacatecas was delivered to the Mexican soldiers, and was plundered for two days. The people of Texas now saw what they might expect from President Santa Anna. General Cos, a brother-in-law of Santa Anna, was ordered from Matamoros to Monclova to disperse the legislature of Coahuila, which he accomplished

Meantime, the people were preparing to meet the coming war. The municipalities resolved to do their duty. In July 1835, Lorenzo de Zavala, late Governor of the State and City of Mexico, arrived in Texas. He was made Minister to France, but fled from Santa Anna. The Texians formed committees of public safety. July 17, 1835, there was a meeting of representatives of the municipalities of Austin, Columbia and Mina, held at San Felipe. They did some good.

The Mexican forces were expected in October to aid in the change of government in Texas. Immigrants from the United States, since the law of April 6, 1830, were to be driven from the country. A long list of proscribed Texians had been prepared. They were to be arrested and tried by drumhead court. Slaves were to be freed, Empresarios dismissed——none but emigrants from Mexico admitted. These were among the objects proposed to be accomplished. These intended changes spurred the Texians on to resistance.

In 1835 the command of Captain Tenorio, at Auahuac, were captured by Colonel William. B. Travis. The Texians of Columbus issued a call for "a consultation of all Texas." It was dated August 20, 1835. Colonel Ugartechea was removed from command, at Goliad, by General Cos; Colonel Candelle took his place. He stripped Goliad of arms, forced the citizens to become soldiers, and ordered five soldiers to be quartered on each family. He placed the alcade in jail, and forced the administrador to hand over $5,000, under penalty of going to San Antonio in two hours, on foot. General Cos reached San Antonio late in September 1835.

In 1831 a piece of artillery had been furnished the town of Gonzales by the commandant at San Antonio. Ugartechea, in San Antonio, in 1835, sent a messenger to demand the cannon. It was refused. Cos ordered Captain Castonado to
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