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  Another Leg

Marc A. Criley


My blade keened towards Vill’s exposed neck. He parried, grappled me. 
“This ends today,” I whispered.
“Indeed it does,” he hissed, shoving me back.
Vill advanced--fast, slashing at my head. I closed hard.
We went off script: Forearm guards thudded. Blades whirled overhead, severing the puppet strings--all but one. My ankle remained bound.
I shoved Vill away. “Run!”
The puppeteer yanked. I hung suspended by one leg.
Vill stopped. “I’m not leaving you!”
A flashing blade severed my knee joint--I clattered to the floor. “What did you just do?”
Vill hoisted me up. “I’ll carve you another leg! Let’s go!”

Originally published in Flash Point SF, 2023.


Marc A. Criley writes short fiction, blogs at marccriley.com, and social medias as @MarcC on Bluesky.






  
  What I Saw Beneath the Waves

Hannah Greer


Mama didn’t believe me when I told her I’d discovered a girl living underwater. She said I must’ve had too much sun and left the beach. But I knew what I saw. All through elementary school, I daydreamed about the girl beneath the waves. 
The summer I turned 13, Mama finally brought me back. To prove I was wrong. While she lounged in the sun, I splashed through the water, desperately searching.
I’d almost given up when I heard her call my name. And there she was, reaching for me. I gave myself over to the ocean to reach her.

Originally published on Medium, 2024.


Hannah Greer can be found on Bluesky @hannahgreer.bsky.social or on her website, hannahgreer.carrd.co






  
  The Thing About Clouds

Elad Haber


Is that there’s people in them. 
Not dead people and not aliens. Just people from another plane of existence. A higher plane. They treat those big billowy things like houseboats and the sky is their ocean made of oxygen. They float instead of walk.
Like all people, they fight with their neighbors. We know those as thunderstorms.
When the war really heats up, it spreads destruction across two worlds. We know those as hurricanes.
Like all people, they are developing new ways to hurt and kill each other. We don’t have a word for that type of storm.
Not yet.

Originally published in Microfiction Monday Magazine, 2023.


Elad Haber has recent publications at Lightspeed, the Simultaneous Times Podcast and Underland Arcana. Visit eladhaber.com for links and news.






  
  Jrrrr the Summoner

Dawn Vogel


My gaming group tells me magic isn't real when I start writing spells in a language I invented. Brad says I'm a Tolkien wannabe. The others laugh and start calling me "Jrrrr." 
Jrrrr's a decent name for a wizard.
I keep working on my spells. They stop reminding me what days we're going to game.
I don't mind. I learned enough from the game books.
And the ones from the occult store.
I run into the gaming group after school one day, but I'm ready.
They're not, when I summon a literal hellhound to drag them out of my life.


Dawn Vogel lives in Seattle with her awesome husband and their herd of cats. Find her on BlueSky @historyneverwas.






  
  House of Winter

M.A. Dosser


The House of Winter was nothing like Nessa remembered. Everything looked the same, but it wasn’t. 
She now saw the trolls, those who had spun the carousel she had delighted riding unicorns on, bore bloody welts from their lashes. The garden, once her favorite place to play, featured a parade of statues memorializing atrocities. And the grand library was filled not with endless stories of gallant heroes, but with a devotion to an ideology that had led to the subjugation of millions. 
Why did her father think this was something a child would love? And, worse yet, why had she?


M.A. Dosser is the editor of Flash Point SF and a senior lecturer at Vanderbilt University. See more of his creative and scholarly work at maxdosser.com. 






  
  Draco's Dilemma

Liam Kerry


Draco’s 200th birthday hit him hard. He had everything: a lair in The Valley of Suffering, a horde so vast that it had become folklore, and a partner, Eragroth, to guard it with. Still, he was restless. 
That’s when she flew in—Abrahoo. 130—with perfect red wings and a zest for life. She excited Draco, who found himself drifting from Eragroth, preferring to murder and pillage with his new flame. With the fire back in his belly, he returned to the lair, ready to face his mate.
The fire was extinguished when he found her, cradling a red-speckled egg.


Liam Kerry is a thinking enthusiast with a bad memory - writing helps him recall his daydreams.








  
  Chosen Ones

Kai Delmas


He will stand against the darkness. Monsters will be sundered in his wake. Against immeasurable odds, he will prevail. 
"It’s my prophecy. I can’t fail,"  Aeron whispers under his breath.
He clutches his sword and dashes into the depths from where the monsters come at night.
The city rests easy for a night. None know of the chosen hero Aeron, except for the prophets.
When the monsters come again the following night, the prophets sigh in disappointment.
"We’ll have to choose another one tomorrow. One of these days the prophecy must be true."
The other prophets nod, sealing another fate.

Originally published on Black Hare Press Patreon.


Kai loves creating worlds and magic systems. His debut drabble collection, "Darkness Rises, Hope Remains," was published by Shacklebound Books.






  
  Last Obstacle

Don Money


Waves of dark elves poured across the field toward Silverhaven. Dark blades and dark magic delivered death to all who stood between the attackers and their prize, the home of the Silver Queen of Concosta. The massive conclave of elf clans had been united into an army of thousands by Ulthos-Gar. 
Aligned in front of the castle the last vestige of an obstacle, the vaunted Manticore Cavalry Legion, the Queen’s Thorns, as they were named. The stingers, claws, and fangs of the creatures and the deadly pyro lances of the riders were the only thing that could rout Ulthos-Gar’s plan.


Don Money writes stories across a variety of genres. Don can be found on Twitter @donmoneywriting






  
  Enchantments of Life

Josh Clark


The merchant traveled from town to town. Across plains and mountain passes. Two horses, a carriage, valuable wares, and himself. Living a humble life, sharing what he had for all who’d visit his shop. 
Unlike those who’d honed their craft selling blades, woodwork, and helm, he sold the most powerful of magic – memories, dreams, passion, serenity, and joy.
In return, he asked for little. A promise even, in exchange for what he gave.
He only asked that the customer didn’t bury down what they’d received, but that they lived to the full and multiplied that which they returned home with. 


Josh is a writer, graphic designer, and bookseller. Connect with Josh on Bluesky @joshofclark.bsky.social
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