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  Introduction

Satan’s Assault On
The Afterlife




  Dear Reader


  I need you to know that we are living in the very last of the last days before Jesus returns. The Bible gives us many signs to look for regarding events leading up to Jesus’s second coming. Right before Jesus places his feet on the Mount of Olives there’s a seven-year tribulation period. It’s during that period of time that the Antichrist reigns over the entire earth. He is called the Antichrist because he will be opposed to everything that Christ is. When we can clearly see signs that the tribulation period is about to begin, then we also know that Jesus’s second coming is near.


  End times signs are abundant today. In my End Times Armor series, a collection of standalone books, I focus on the signs of war. Not what you see on the news regarding nations at war or people groups fighting. I’m referring to the spiritual war we’re fighting against Satan. Now, I know that some of you reading this aren’t familiar with Satan or this war. That’s okay. You’re going to learn a lot about both in this book.


  In this book, we’re going to discuss Satan’s assault on the afterlife. You see, the Bible reveals who and what the Antichrist is going to wage war against during his reign. In the Scripture below, the “beast” is the Antichrist, and the “dragon” is Satan.


  I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads. On his horns were ten crowns, and on his heads, blasphemous names. … The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority. … He opened his mouth for blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, his dwelling, and those who dwell in heaven. It was given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. Authority over every tribe, people, language, and nation was given to him. All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been killed. (Revelation 13:1-2, 6-8)


  The great dragon was thrown down, the old serpent, he who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world. (Revelation 12:9)


  Satan, our arch enemy, is the one who will be behind all of the Antichrist’s actions. He’s going to possess the Antichrist, just like he possessed Judas before Judas betrayed Jesus. That’s why it’s really Satan’s assault. The Antichrist is going to blaspheme, show contempt and irreverence, for “God,” God’s “dwelling,” and “those who dwell in heaven.” God’s dwelling place is, of course, heaven. Those who live in heaven are the holy angels, the deceased Old Testament believers (people God considered righteous before Jesus’s crucifixion), and people who died after Jesus’s crucifixion who placed their faith in him before they died. But that’s not all. If you’ve placed your faith in Jesus, then you too are a citizen of heaven.


  For our citizenship is in heaven, from where we also wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. (Philippians 3:20)


  As a citizen of heaven that means you’re going to be living there one day. That day is going to happen sooner than you may think. You see, you won’t even be on earth when the Antichrist is ruling. You’re going to be dwelling in heaven because Jesus is going to remove all believers in an event called the rapture before the tribulation even begins. We’re going to talk about the rapture later on in Chapter 19.


  What’s more is that Jesus desires everyone to come to faith in him and have eternal life. That’s exactly why he died! He loves everyone he created and thus he wants everyone to be a citizen of heaven. Throughout this book I refer to people who believe Jesus is their savior as believers or saved.


  God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and come to full knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all. (1 Timothy 2:3-6)


   If you haven’t yet placed your faith in Jesus, you’re going to learn how to be saved in Chapter 5. But know that as a potential citizen of heaven that Satan’s assault is against you too.


  This war just got personal, didn’t it? Satan’s assault on everything to do with heaven is an assault on the afterlife. Our afterlife. Satan isn’t going to start this war once we’re all in heaven and the Antichrist is reigning. No. He started his war against heaven a very long time ago when he lived in heaven and rebelled against God. His first attack against us and our afterlife happened in the garden of Eden. The climax of his war happens during the tribulation period. You’ll learn about that in Chapter 17. Since that period is so very near, you must understand that Satan’s assault on the afterlife is raging today.


  Throughout this book we’re going to look at how Satan is assaulting the afterlife, why he picked this fight in particular, and how you can identify his deceptive tactics and know the truth. This isn’t any ordinary book about heaven and what all the different religions say about it. Quite the contrary actually! That’s been done before and there are plenty of books out there you can read to educate yourself about that. Instead, I’m going to expose Satan’s war in areas you’ve never even realized were an assault on the afterlife. Just take a peek at the chapter titles and you’ll get a good sense of what we’re going to cover.


  Before we can begin, you need to equip yourself to fight in this battle. That’s right. You’re going to learn that it’s time for you to take a stand and be prepared to wield the Sword of Truth. Get your armor on, we’re at war!


   


  Marsha




  End Times Armor


  We are in a war. This isn’t an ordinary war with typical weapons where land and resources are at stake. No, this is a spiritual war involving demonic rulers. What’s at stake is the most precious thing of all: your soul.


  The apostle Paul tells us about this war in Ephesians chapter 6:


  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world’s rulers of the darkness of this age, and against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having the utility belt of truth buckled around your waist, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having fitted your feet with the preparation of the Good News of peace, above all, taking up the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; with all prayer and requests, praying at all times in the Spirit, and being watchful to this end in all perseverance and requests for all the saints. (Ephesians 6:10-18)


  Paul tells us who we are and aren’t fighting in this war. We aren’t fighting “flesh and blood” means it’s not a war against people, since people are made of flesh and blood. This means your unbelieving neighbor who disagrees with you on the key issues today isn’t your enemy. This is a war against the wiles or strategies of “the devil.” Satan is the devil. That’s right. Satan is very real and he’s your enemy. You’re going to learn more about him throughout this book. You need to know that he’s the General of the “principalities,” “powers,” “rulers of the darkness,” and the “spiritual forces of wickedness.” Please remember that your fellow humans aren’t the enemy. We are living in spiritually dark times where many people are imprisoned by Satan and his lies. Your goal should be to rescue them, not attack them.


   Since our enemy is spiritual, we must use spiritual means to both protect and defend ourselves. This is our End Times Armor. This armor isn’t ordinary armor of leather or chain mail. It’s the “armor of God.” Let’s look at the elements in this armor. The “belt of truth” is God’s Word. You need to know your Bible. Have it stored in your heart and close to you, ready to use it like a tool you’d pull out of a utility belt. The “breastplate of righteousness” is you placing your faith in Jesus. He’s the one who makes you righteous. Having “fitted your feet” with the gospel means you’re able to demonstrate your faith in both words and actions. The “shield of faith” is you knowing and calling on all the promises of God when Satan’s attack comes against you. Do not be afraid. Have hope. Your “helmet of salvation” is being fully confident that you have been saved through your faith in Jesus. You are sealed with the Holy Spirit.


  I want you to notice that God gave you a weapon as well. He expects you to use it. The “sword of the Spirit” is your weapon. It’s the Word of God. When Satan came against Jesus to tempt him in the wilderness, Jesus combated Satan’s lies with Scripture (Matthew 4; Luke 4). There is power in the Word of God. Use it.


  For the word of God is living and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and is able to discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12)


  After we’ve put on our armor, Paul tells us we need to pray at all times. We need to be close to God in order to draw strength from him. We get close to God by talking to God and reading his Word.


  The last thought I want to leave with you is the expectation God has put on us to take action. There’s a purpose for wearing armor. It’s to protect us in the battle. That means we’re supposed to be engaged in the battle. Look at how many times God used the word or variation of the word stand in the first Scripture. I counted four times. It doesn’t say put on God’s armor and sit and watch what happens. No, it says stand! This means rise up, hold your ground, hold your position, endure, and display courage and strength.


  We’re living in one of the most exciting times in all of history. Put on your armor and stand with me in this battle!




  Part 1

Satan Started A War




  Chapter 1 - Satan’s First Attack


  Before we can discuss how this assault on the afterlife started, I need to make sure we’re all on the same page regarding who God is and who Satan is. There’s a lot of confusion and deception about them these days.


  Let’s start with God. You need to know he’s the only God in existence.


  Remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other. I am God, and there is none like me. I declare the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things that are not yet done. I say: My counsel will stand, and I will do all that I please. (Isaiah 46:9-10)


  God proves that fact by declaring “the end from the beginning.” That means he does it with Bible prophecy. God created everything, including time, thus he knows the future. Now, don’t confuse God with a puppet master. You know you have free will because you make countless choices all the time. It’s that God operates outside of time and already knows all the choices each of us will make. This demonstrates that God is omniscient or possessing infinite knowledge (Psalm 147:5). The Bible is the Word of God and it’s full of prophecy. In fact, almost one-third of the Bible is prophetic.1 God is trustworthy because his prophecies come true. He likes to use prophecy because when we see things that God spoke about long ago come true, it grows our faith. If you want to learn more about why you can trust God and the Bible because of fulfilled prophecy, read Part 6 in my book Rapture 911: What To Do If You’re Left Behind.2


  God created everything. Literally everything. That includes the earth, the heavens, the sun, the stars, the angels, animals, plants, and mankind (Genesis 1). This reveals that God is all-powerful or omnipotent (Jeremiah 32:17, 27). God is also present everywhere all the time, or omnipresent (Psalm 139:1-18). There is nowhere you can go to escape from God’s Spirit. God sees everything, so nothing is hidden from him. I need to point out that just because God created everything that doesn’t mean that everything is part of God, is holy, and deserves to be worshiped. That’s false teaching and idolatry right there. We are not to worship anything God created. We are to worship God only (Exodus 20:1-5).


  There are many descriptions of God in the Bible. They all reveal his character: Yahweh or LORD (Genesis 2:4), Father (Matthew 23:9), Creator (Genesis 1:1), Almighty (Revelation 1:8), I AM (Exodus 3:14), Everlasting (Genesis 21:33), Just (Acts 22:14), Merciful (Jeremiah 3:12), Refuge (Psalm 91:2), and Love (1 John 4:8). The Trinity is a way to describe the three key ways that God manifests himself: as God, as Jesus, and as the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:18-19). Now, there’s only one God, not three different Gods. Remember that God is almighty and can do anything. Nothing is impossible for him. He can manifest however he wants to. As a Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:7-16), as a man (Philippians 2:5-11), as a light (Revelation 21:23), as a burning bush (Exodus 3:2), or as a pillar of cloud (Exodus 13:21) for example.


  Let’s move on to Satan. He’s an angel. He is known by many names and descriptions in the Bible: adversary (1 Peter 5:8), serpent (Genesis 3), devil (Matthew 4), accuser (Revelation 12:10), father of lies (John 8:44), murderer (John 8:44), deceiver (Revelation 12:9), an angel of the light (2 Corinthians 11:14), dragon (Rev 12:9), and god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4). He used to be “the anointed cherub who covers” or as the NLT translation indicates “the mighty angelic guardian.” God named him Lucifer (Isaiah 14:12). He is beautiful, full of wisdom, was a leader of angels, and was perfect in everything he did, until one day. We’ll discuss what happened that day in a bit.


  “You were the seal of full measure, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God. Every precious stone adorned you: ruby, topaz, emerald, chrysolite, onyx, jasper, sapphire, turquoise, and beryl. Gold work of tambourines and of pipes was in you. They were prepared in the day that you were created. You were the anointed cherub who covers. Then I set you up on the holy mountain of God. You have walked up and down in the middle of the stones of fire. You were perfect in your ways from the day that you were created, until unrighteousness was found in you.” (Ezekiel 28:12-15)


  This Scripture below tells us that God created everything in the “heavenly realms,” the “unseen world.” So, God created Satan just as he created all the other angels.


  Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation, for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see—such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. (Colossians 1:15-16 NLT)


  As you can see, Satan is not God’s brother or opposite. He’s also not the brother of Jesus. Jesus isn’t an angel. Jesus Christ is “the visible image of the invisible God” meaning God in the flesh. Satan also isn’t the ruler of hell, that would be God. God created hell for Satan and his evil angels (Matthew 25:41). God is the only one who has the authority to send angels or people there.


  1.1. Satan’s Declaration


  So, what happened to Satan? Well, in every war there’s always a first assault. In Satan’s war against heaven, you probably guessed correctly that Satan threw the first punch. These verses below tell us that one day Satan, who is the “shining one, son of the dawn,” said in his “heart.” He became full of pride.


  How you have fallen from heaven, shining one, son of the dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, who laid the nations low! You said in your heart, “I will ascend into heaven! I will exalt my throne above the stars of God! I will sit on the mountain of assembly, in the far north! I will ascend above the heights of the clouds! I will make myself like the Most High!” (Isaiah 14:12-14)


  Every single one of Satan’s “I will” statements is an assault on heaven. He wanted to ascend upward in heaven, exalt his throne above God, sit on God’s mountain, ascend above the heights, and be like God himself. His goal is to dethrone God and take over heaven. Satan didn’t just think this in his heart. He believed he could achieve it (and he still does!) and started a war. As an authority in heaven, he was able to convince other angels to join him in his war against God and God’s holy angels. In fact, he drew “one third of the stars” or angels with him.


  Another sign was seen in heaven. Behold, a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven crowns. His tail drew one third of the stars of the sky, and threw them to the earth. … There was war in the sky. Michael and his angels made war on the dragon. The dragon and his angels made war. They didn’t prevail. No place was found for them any more in heaven. The great dragon was thrown down, the old serpent, he who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world. He was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. (Revelation 12:3-4, 7-9)


  While the Scripture above depicts Satan’s ultimate banishment from heaven, Satan did get kicked out of heaven and thrown down to earth. Jesus said he saw Satan fall like lightning (Luke 10:18). The Bible doesn’t tell us how long Satan was perfect in his ways and faithfully served God before he sinned. We can imagine it must have been a while though. How else would he have been perfect in his ways if he hadn’t served for a while? What we do know is that all of God’s angels, “sons of God” below, were present when he created the earth and mankind.


  “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? … When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?” (Job 38:4, 7)


  This Scripture above tells us that all of the angels rejoiced when God created the foundations of the earth. They were all happy about it, including Lucifer. That means Lucifer hadn’t sinned yet. In fact, some verses we looked at earlier, Ezekiel 28:12-15, tell us that Lucifer was in the garden of Eden, adorned with all sorts of precious stones, and served God. Lucifer must have served God in the garden of Eden for quite some time before he sinned and before Adam was created.


  Now, I know you might be a bit confused about the timing of this since we know God created the earth and everything in it in seven days. This is outside the scope of this book, but there are Bible scholars who point out that there’s an unknown gap in time between Genesis 1:1, when God created the heavens and earth, and Genesis 1:2 when the earth became without form, void, and dark. They make a very convincing biblical argument that the angels inhabited the earth prior to mankind. Why else would Satan desire to ascend into heaven so much? If he already lived there all the time then he wouldn’t long for it now, would he? When Satan and the other fallen angels got kicked out of heaven, God sent judgments upon the earth where he banished them to (Job 9:4-7). That’s how the earth became formless, void, and dark. Jack Langford had a really informative series of articles on this in The Prophecy Watcher magazine starting in January 2021.3


  1.2. Satan’s Serpent


  So now fast forward to Satan sinning, starting a war, and getting kicked out of heaven. He’s back on earth again and he sees Adam in the garden of Eden with all sorts of responsibilities to take care of it and the animals (Genesis 2:15-20). This is the very garden that Lucifer once served God in. How do you think Satan felt about that? Do you think Satan was jealous, felt usurped? I bet he did! How much more so since Adam was created in the very image of God? Satan absolutely hated Adam! Now, this is where we enter his war.


  God gave Adam, “the man,” one command to follow. Let’s look at it.


  Yahweh God commanded the man, saying, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but you shall not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; for in the day that you eat of it, you will surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17)


  The punishment for not following the command was death. I wonder if Adam really understood what that meant. He lived in a world without sin and without the curse. God cursed all of creation with decay and death after Adam sinned. So that means there wasn’t any of those things when Adam received this rule. God created Eve after giving Adam this command. So, we can assume it was up to Adam to pass along this rule to Eve. Satan’s assault on mankind started with this one rule that Adam and Eve likely didn’t really understand the consequence of violating.


  Here’s what Satan did. He was disguised as “the serpent.”


  Now the serpent was more subtle than any animal of the field which Yahweh God had made. He said to the woman, “Has God really said, ‘You shall not eat of any tree of the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees of the garden, but not the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden. God has said, ‘You shall not eat of it. You shall not touch it, lest you die.’ ” The serpent said to the woman, “You won’t really die, for God knows that in the day you eat it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took some of its fruit, and ate. Then she gave some to her husband with her, and he ate it, too. (Genesis 3:1-6)


  Satan’s first lie to Eve was “you won’t really die.” His first attack was an assault on the afterlife! Satan’s second lie was “you will be like God.” This was yet another assault on the afterlife because God is the ruler of heaven. There is no other. Satan told Eve she could have the very same thing that he himself desired: to be like God. Eve was convinced that God was keeping something good from her, so she ate the forbidden fruit.


  Adam and Eve did eventually die. Adam died when he was 930 years old (Genesis 5:5). The Bible tells us that to God one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as a day (2 Peter 3:8). Since Adam died before he reached 1,000 years old, to God he really did die in a day, just as he said.


  Satan knows that if he can get us to doubt God in just one thing then it’ll open the door for us to question everything we believe. Doubt is one of Satan’s key weapons in this war, and it infects everything today. We’ll examine Satan’s warfare tactics in Chapter 3. First, let’s discuss Satan’s motive for assaulting the afterlife in more detail.




  Chapter 2 - Satan’s Motive


  Have you ever wondered why Satan has waged war against God and heaven? Is it just because he’s evil? Perhaps he really thinks he can win against God? If we’re to participate successfully in this war, then it’s important we understand our enemy’s motive. Well, you don’t have to wonder any longer. The Bible tells us everything we need to know regarding Satan’s purpose in continuing to fight his war that assaults our afterlife.


  What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come from the evil desires at war within you? You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure. You adulterers! Don’t you realize that friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God? (James 4:1-4 NLT)


  There are three main things we can learn about Satan’s motive from the Scripture above. First, his motive comes from “evil desires.” Second, he’s “jealous of what others have.” Lastly, his “motives are all wrong” because he only wants what will give him “pleasure.” Let’s examine each of these in more detail.


  2.1. Satan’s Evil Desires


  What do you think Satan’s primary evil desire is? Yep, you guessed it correctly. He wants to be God!


  How you have fallen from heaven, shining one, son of the dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, who laid the nations low! You said in your heart, “I will ascend into heaven! I will exalt my throne above the stars of God! I will sit on the mountain of assembly, in the far north! I will ascend above the heights of the clouds! I will make myself like the Most High!” (Isaiah 14:12-14)


  We can see in these verses that Satan, the “shining one,” desired to be the ruler of heaven. It’s interesting to note that Satan already had a throne since he wanted to “exalt” or raise his throne above. The authority that God blessed him with wasn’t enough for him. So, what is it about God’s throne in particular that Satan desires?


  Yahweh has established his throne in the heavens. His kingdom rules over all. (Psalm 103:19)


  God’s throne is in heaven. So, Satan wants his permanent home to be in heaven. God also “rules over all.” We already established that’s what Satan ultimately wants too. But there’s a lot more to God’s authority than those two things. Have a look at these verses in which Jesus’s disciple John is given a glimpse of God’s throne room.


  And instantly I was in the Spirit, and I saw a throne in heaven and someone sitting on it. The one sitting on the throne was as brilliant as gemstones—like jasper and carnelian. … Then I looked again, and I heard the voices of thousands and millions of angels around the throne and of the living beings and the elders. And they sang in a mighty chorus: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slaughtered—to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing.” And then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea. They sang: “Blessing and honor and glory and power belong to the one sitting on the throne and to the Lamb forever and ever.” And the four living beings said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped the Lamb. (Revelation 4:2-3, 5:11-14 NLT)


  Here, we learn that God is worshiped in heaven. He’s worshiped by the people who live there with him as noted by the “elders.” He’s worshiped by “the living beings” who surround his throne. He’s also worshiped by “thousands and millions of angels.” And “every creature” in heaven, on earth, in the sea, and even under the earth worship God. Essentially, everything God created worships him. This is what Satan’s evil desire includes. Satan wants to be worshiped by everyone.


  You may recall that Satan tempted Jesus with this in the wilderness.


  The devil took him to an exceedingly high mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. He said to him, “I will give you all of these things, if you will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Get behind me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and you shall serve him only.’ ” (Matthew 4:8-10)


  Satan wanted Jesus, who is God in the flesh and the one who created him, to worship him! During the tribulation period this will turn into a major assault on your afterlife when Satan’s man, the Antichrist, declares himself God and then demands everyone on the planet worship him (Revelation 13).


  Here’s another thing we can glean about Satan’s motive since we know he wants to be the ruler of heaven. Rulers pronounce judgment. They’re the final say on matters brought before them. Satan wants that power. He wants to be the judge.


  Well, the Bible tells us that Jesus has been appointed by God to be the judge of everyone.


  And he ordered us to preach everywhere and to testify that Jesus is the one appointed by God to be the judge of all—the living and the dead. (Acts 10:42 NLT)


   I think Satan is particularly angry about this because God has already pronounced judgment on him, it’s just a matter of having his sentence carried out. Satan is doomed to the lake of fire that God created for all the fallen angels (Revelation 20:10). Of course, Satan doesn’t want that to happen, so he wages war against the ruler of heaven so that he can decide his own fate. Here’s another little tidbit the Bible reveals about judgment.


  Don’t you know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Don’t you know that we will judge angels? (1 Corinthians 6:2-3)


  The apostle Paul tells us that we, people who’ve put our faith in Jesus, are going to judge angels. Wow! Now, we don’t get to judge Satan, that’s all Jesus. Still, I bet this one has Satan furious. That’s because the Bible reveals that we were created a little bit lower in status than the angels (Psalm 8:5). Yet God has promised us this authority in the future, in our afterlife. Thus, Satan assaults it.


  2.2. Satan’s Jealousy


  Now that we’ve discovered what Satan’s evil desires are, let’s look at what Satan is jealous of. First and foremost, he’s jealous of God. We’ve already established that he wants to be God.


  Next, he’s jealous of Jesus. That’s because God the father has given Jesus everything that Satan desires. Jesus is God in the flesh, the ruler of heaven and earth, the king of kings, the judge of all creation, and the heir of all things. Hebrews chapter 1 is full of these truths and packs a big punch to Satan. Here are some key points.


  God … has at the end of these days spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things. … When he had by himself purified us of our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much better than the angels. … For to which of the angels did he say at any time, “You are my Son. Today I have become your father?” … But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. … Your years won’t fail.” But which of the angels has he told at any time, “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies the footstool of your feet?” Aren’t they all serving spirits, sent out to do service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation? (Hebrews 1:1-5, 8, 12-14)


  Satan wants to be the heir of all things. Perhaps he thinks that God can die, and that he’s not eternal. Well, these verses make it clear that Jesus’s throne is forever and that his years won’t fail. Although God did create Satan, he’s not God’s son, who is equal in all things to God. This Scripture also tells us that the angels were created to serve those who will inherit salvation. Here’s another reason why Satan assaults our afterlife. We’re the ones who inherit salvation!


  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  2.3. Satan’s Pleasure
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