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Isaiah 42:1–8 (KJV)

1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.

2 He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street.

3 A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth.

4 He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.

5 Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein:

6 I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;

7 To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.

8 I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.
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This is the message my Presiding Bishop gave me when I set off to start my first fieldwork in Obuasi, Ghana, in 1994. I was a young minister with more zeal than experience, and I did not fully understand the weight of the words he spoke over me. He simply said that the work I was about to carry was not mine, and that it would not suffer in my hands if I remained faithful to the One who had given it.

I held on to that statement through years that tested it in every possible way. I held on to it through seasons of poverty, opposition, misunderstanding, and slow growth. I held on to it while planting over twenty thriving churches before I settled in Maryland, USA, in 2016. I am still holding on to it today.

The statement is still working.

This book expands that original message into a full study of Isaiah 42:1–8, tracing how the Servant Song was perfectly fulfilled in Jesus Christ and how it shaped the ministry of the apostle Paul. Every chapter closes with a modern illustration, a Key Insight, questions for reflection, and a Prayer Prompt, so that the truth does not remain theory but becomes daily practice. The people, churches, and circumstances described in these illustrations are composite portrayals built from common patterns across pastoral ministry. They do not represent specific individuals.
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The work of God is a sacred trust. God places His purposes, people, resources, and opportunities into human hands, expecting faithfulness in return. The declaration, the work of God will not suffer in my hands, is therefore both a confession and a covenant of responsibility. It is not a boast about personal strength. It is a commitment made in dependence on the God who calls, equips, and sustains His servants.

This confession means:


●  I will not neglect what God has entrusted to me.

●  I will not weaken His work through disobedience or indiscipline.

●  I will not corrupt it through selfish ambition.

●  I will not abandon it because of opposition.

●  I will depend upon God's Spirit to complete my assignment.


Isaiah 42 presents the Servant of the Lord as the perfect model of divine service. The passage finds its primary fulfillment in Jesus Christ, who alone satisfies every line of this prophecy without exception or shortfall. The apostle Paul, as a servant of Christ, then demonstrates how believers should participate faithfully in the continuing mission of God. Paul was never the fulfillment of Isaiah 42; he was a follower of the One who was. That distinction matters, because it protects us from measuring our own ministries against a prophecy meant only for Christ, while still inviting us to walk in the pattern Christ established.

Each chapter that follows takes one phrase from Isaiah 42:1–8, traces its fulfillment in Jesus, its demonstration in Paul, and its application to the servant of God today. Read slowly. Let each Personal Declaration become your own prayer.
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Chapter 1: God Chooses the Worker
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"Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth"  (Isaiah 42:1)

The work of God does not begin with a resume, a title, or a personal decision to become significant. It begins with God's choice. Before a single sermon is preached or a single church is planted, God has already made a decision that no committee, credential, or campaign can duplicate. The true servant does not appoint himself to the work; he is appointed. He does not discover his calling by ambition; he receives it by revelation.

This distinction matters because ministries collapse, and hearts grow bitter, whenever a worker forgets that he was chosen rather than self-selected. When a man believes he built his own platform, he will defend it as his own. When he remembers that God chose him, he will surrender it as God's own. Isaiah 42:1 places three realities side by side: God's servant is upheld by God, elected by God, and delighted in by God. Every faithful ministry rests on this threefold foundation, and every unstable ministry eventually reveals that one of these three has been forgotten.

Fulfilled in Jesus

At the baptism of Jesus, heaven confirmed what Isaiah had foretold centuries earlier. The Father did not wait for the Son to prove Himself through years of visible ministry before speaking approval. The approval came first, at the very threshold of public service.


"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" (Matthew 3:17)


Matthew later applies Isaiah 42:1–4 directly to Jesus, identifying Him as the promised Servant in whom God's soul delights.


"Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom I am well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles" (Matthew 12:18)


Jesus lived every day of His ministry from the security of that declaration, not toward it. He did not perform miracles to earn the Father's pleasure; He ministered from a Father's pleasure already given. This is why He could say plainly that His agenda was never His own.


"I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me" (John 6:38)

"The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do" (John 5:19)


Paul later describes the full shape of this chosen servanthood in Philippians, where Christ, though equal with God, took upon Himself the form of a servant and humbled Himself even to death on a cross. The Servant of Isaiah 42 and the Christ of Philippians 2 are the same Person, walking the same path of chosen humility.


"But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men" (Philippians 2:7)


Demonstrated in Paul

Paul never introduced himself by his education, his tribe, or his former standing in Judaism. He introduced himself by God's action upon his life.


"Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God" (1 Corinthians 1:1)

"Paul, an apostle, not of
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