

    
        
          The 7 Seals of God

        

        
        
          The Churches of Asia, Volume 2

        

        
        
          Susan D. Elliott

        

        
          Published by Atreju Gold, 2026.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      THE 7 SEALS OF GOD

    

    
      First edition. January 22, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Susan D. Elliott.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8224636921

    

    
    
      Written by Susan D. Elliott.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Susan D. Elliott

	    

      
	    
          
	      The Churches of Asia

          
        
          
	          The 7 Churches of Asia

          
        
          
	          The 7 Seals of God

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Let Your Light Shine

          
        
          
	          Life Lessons from the Book of Ruth

          
        
          
	          His Light, My Storm

          
        
          
	          My Heart Will Not Be Troubled

          
        
          
	          Redeemed, Purified, and Peculiar

          
        
          
	          He Hath Called Us to His Glory

          
        
          
	          Contending for the Faith in a Humanist World

          
        
          
	          Thirty-One Days of Proverbs

          
        
          
	          Seeing the Gospel in Stone: Early Christian Art, Symbolism and Faith

          
        
          
	          Seeing the Need: Growing Godly Friendships in the Church

          
        
          
	          Joy is Calling: Answering God's Invitation to Live Fully

          
        
          
	          Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth: A Study of II Timothy

          
        
      

      
    
    


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Also By Susan D. Elliott

Dedication

Epigraph

Chapter One: Revelation 4: 1-5

Chapter Two: Revelation Chapter Four, Verses 6–11

Chapter Three: Revelation Chapter Five

Chapter Four: Revelation Chapter Six

Chapter Five: Revelation Chapter Seven

Chapter Six: Revelation Chapter Eight

Chapter Seven: Revelation 8:7–13

Chapter Eight: Satan: Revelation 9:1

Chapter Nine: The First Woe: Revelation 9:1–12

Chapter Ten: Revelation Chapter 9: 13-21: The Sixth Trumpet

Chapter Eleven: Revelation Chapter Ten

Chapter Twelve: Revelation Chapter Eleven

Chapter Thirteen: Chapter 11:7-19

Also By Susan D. Elliott



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    To the ladies who attend Bible class without fail—your faithfulness inspires more than you know.
And for my father, Charles Pogue, gospel preacher.COVID took you away too soon. I wish you were here to see this work completed, but I am deeply grateful for the invaluable notes you left behind.I love and miss you, Dad.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Here is the patience of the saints:here are they that keep the commandments of God,and the faith of Jesus."— Revelation 14:12 (KJV

      

    

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter One: Revelation 4: 1-5
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THERE ARE SEVERAL IMPORTANT considerations we must keep in mind when studying the book of Revelation. First, we must consider the original audience. Revelation was written to the seven churches of Asia. Second, we must remember that John states the things he writes “must shortly come to pass” (Revelation 1:3, KJV). These two ideas should remain at the forefront of our minds as we progress through this study and the studies that follow.

The throne room of God depicted in Revelation chapter four serves as a transition between the letters to the churches and the events that unfold in the remainder of the book. The image of God seated upon His throne reminds John’s readers that God is sovereign—He is in control, and He sees and knows all things.

Revelation 4:1 reads, “After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter” (KJV).

After John sees the open door in heaven, he hears a voice. The description suggests a trumpet-like call—clear, commanding, and authoritative. This voice summons John to witness the vision set before him.

Some believe this is the same voice John heard in Revelation 1:10, which is identified as the voice of Jesus; however, the text does not explicitly say so. Because of this, any definitive identification would be speculative. What is clear is that this voice informs John that what he is about to see concerns events that will take place after the revelation is given.

In verse two, John states that he was “in the spirit.” This indicates that he was in a state of spiritual awareness that enabled him to receive the visions God revealed to him. John was not physically present in God’s throne room; rather, he was granted the ability to see into it. As he begins his description, John uses imagery that would have been understandable to a first-century audience.

In the latter part of verse two, John records that “a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne” (Revelation 4:2, KJV). The image of God seated upon His throne appears repeatedly throughout Scripture, emphasizing His authority and kingship. A few examples include:

God’s Throne Room

Isaiah 6:1–9

II Chronicles 18:18–21

Psalm 11:4

Psalm 47:8

Acts 7:55

Hebrews 8:1

The imagery in Revelation 4:3 highlights the majesty of God: “And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone” (KJV). Additional insight into the jasper stone is found in Revelation 21:11: “Her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal” (KJV). Barnes describes jasper as “a stone of dazzling brilliancy, a mountain of light, clear as crystal.” Some have even compared it to a diamond.

One source explains that sardius stones were bright red stones found primarily near Sardis and were named for the region. They are often associated with the modern carnelian. The original readers of Revelation would have been familiar with these stones, and it is possible they associated the blood-red color of the sardius with the blood of Jesus and the new covenant (Granby church of Christ).

Jasper reflects God’s holiness and righteousness, while sardius represents His justice and divine judgment—“which are the foundation of His throne” (POGUE, 1995). Together, these stones convey ideas of splendor, holiness, and the righteous judgments of God (Johnson’s Notes).

Notably, God is not described with human features but rather in terms of radiant light. Within this imagery is a subtle reflection of sacrifice—a visual reminder of God’s suffering in the death of His Son and the sacrifice made on behalf of humanity.

Verse three continues by describing what surrounds God’s throne. John records that “there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald” (Revelation 4:3, KJV). This emerald-colored rainbow represents the mercy of God, which tempers His divine judgments, and reflects various aspects of His nature (POGUE, 1995). The rainbow itself is a sign of God’s covenant with mankind and serves as a symbol of His faithfulness (Johnson’s Notes).

Consider that God made a covenant with Noah in Genesis 9:13, and He is surrounded by the image of that covenant day and night. Matthew Henry observes, “This rainbow looked like the emerald; the most prevailing color was a pleasant green, to show the reviving and refreshing nature of the new covenant.”

The prominence of the rainbow reminds us that God is faithful and that He keeps His promises. For the seven churches of Asia, facing persecution and hardship, this image would have been an immense source of comfort and reassurance.

God’s throne room is not described as empty. John records that he saw twenty-four thrones, and seated upon those thrones were twenty-four elders clothed in white raiment and wearing crowns of gold. In Scripture, the number twelve often represents organized religion on earth. Because twenty-four is a multiple of twelve, some have suggested that it symbolizes two distinct groups.

One common interpretation is that the twenty-four elders represent the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles. It is important to remember that Revelation is apocalyptic in nature, employing symbolic imagery. Under this view, the tribes of Israel represent those redeemed under the Old Law, while the apostles represent those redeemed under the New Law.

However, Johnson offers a different interpretation. He argues that the twenty-four elders do not represent the tribes of Israel or the apostles but are instead actual princes of heaven. In Revelation 7:13, John is questioned by one of the elders, which indicates that John himself is not included among them. If John is not part of this group, then it would be illogical for the elders to represent the apostles.

At this point, I tend to agree with Johnson’s conclusion. Of the twelve original apostles, one betrayed Christ, and two were later added to the number, resulting in fourteen apostles total—thirteen of whom were faithful. If the numbers are intended to be taken with concrete precision, this interpretation creates inconsistencies.

Johnson further explains, “In [Revelation] chapter fourteen, the Lamb has one hundred and forty and four thousand saints about him, who sing a new song ‘before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders.’ From all these passages, it will be seen that the elders are grouped, not with the martyrs, or redeemed, or the one hundred and forty-four thousand—not with saved men—but with the angels and the cherubim about the throne of God.”

“This distinction marks their character. They belong to the heavenly intelligences, to the same class as the cherubim and angels. They are princes of heaven. They are twenty-four in number. This number is probably associated with the twenty-four courses of priests engaged in the service of the temple, the institutions of which were ‘patterns of things in the heavens.’ They are of the retinue that surrounds the throne and serve in the presence of God, constantly joining in the adoration of the angelic hosts and incessantly employed in carrying out God’s plans for the salvation of the world” (Johnson’s Notes).

Another interpretation suggests that the twenty-four elders represent the redeemed from all lands. In this view, the number six—often associated with mankind—is combined with the four directions of the compass: north, south, east, and west. Together, these elements form a symbolic image of unity, representing the redeemed of all nations. While this interpretation is creative, it seems somewhat speculative. Ultimately, Scripture does not provide a definitive explanation of the elders’ identity.

Regardless of who the twenty-four elders are, the symbolism of their appearance is clear. Their white robes signify righteousness, and their crowns of gold “denote the honor and authority given them of God, and the glory they have with him” (Matthew Henry). Johnson further notes that these crowns are not diadems—crowns of royal sovereignty—but rather golden crowns of honor.

Verse five continues John’s description: “And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God” (Revelation 4:5, KJV).

This language closely parallels the scene described in Exodus 19:16–18:

“And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled. And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount. And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly” (KJV).

This imagery emphasizes the power and authority of God’s judgments and declarations from His throne. When God delivered the law at Mount Sinai, it was a fearful and awe-inspiring event. The children of Israel witnessed manifestations similar to those John describes here. While the law given through Moses was glorious, the gospel—the new covenant declared by God—is no less magnificent (Matthew Henry). God’s words, whether law or gospel, are powerful and authoritative.

John also draws attention to the seven lamps of fire burning before the throne. These lamps symbolize the Holy Spirit in the fullness of His power. As established earlier, the seven Spirits of God represent the Holy Spirit. This imagery naturally recalls the teaching of Scripture concerning the true Light—Jesus Christ—who came into the world (John 1:1–14, KJV). Ultimately, the seven lamps represent the illumination of God’s word and His divine revelation to mankind (Pogue, 1995).
These prompts are designed to help reinforce your understanding of the symbolism, themes, and theological significance found in Revelation’s opening visions.

	What key considerations are critical to remember when studying the book of Revelation?

	Why is it important that John sees God seated on His throne?


	What does it mean when John says he was “in the spirit”?

	What does the jasper stone represent in John’s description of God?

	Why is the sardius stone significant?

	What is the importance of the emerald-colored rainbow surrounding God’s throne?

	What does the rainbow symbolize within the context of Revelation?

	Who are the twenty-four elders, and what interpretations exist regarding their identity?

	What similarities exist between God’s throne room and the events at Mount Sinai?
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